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Starlight Junior Infants: Fortnightly Plans

	
SEPTEMBER: WEEK 1 & 2
UNIT: 1
THEME: ME

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Understanding: LO4

	Elements
Exploring and Using: LO9 

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	Listen to new information. (LO 1)

Initiate, sustain and engage in conversations on the theme of Myself.
Work collaboratively with others and share discussions and findings with others. (LO 3)
	Phonological and phonemic awareness (LO4)
	Handwriting (LO 9)

	Oral language poem
	
	

	‘Toes’ by Judith Nicholls
	
	

	Oral Vocabulary
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: tongue, happy, hand, friend, teacher
Tier 2 examples: wrist, knee, elbow, nervous, excited, slightly, ankle, fingers, chest, chatting, older, welcoming, wonderful
	
	

	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Think and talk: Compare and contrast
Pair talking task: The missing pet

Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Activity mode): Spot the difference
Think and talk: Compare and contrast
Tell me what to draw: Giving instructions

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Question mode)
Pair talking task: Meet my friend!
Poem: Who is it?

Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Toes’
Pair talking task: Design a sock

	Pre-Reading Skills Book

Listening comprehension (p4)
Ask the children to listen to the audio and to colour Kate’s hair, eyes, top and dress.

Listening comprehension (p5)
Ask the children to listen to the audio and to draw a line connecting each character with the object that they like.

Auditory discrimination: environmental sounds, Phonological awareness: rhyming words (p6)
Tell the children they will hear four different sounds. Ask them to colour the picture that makes each sound. As a follow-up activity, ask the children if they can find something in the picture that rhymes with the words ‘bark’ and ‘wall’.

Nursery rhyme activity: Jack and Jill
Phonological awareness: rhyming words, fine motor skills (p7)
Play the digital nursery rhyme, Jack and Jill. Ask the children to clap the syllables as they say the rhyme. Ask them to identify the words that rhyme. Tell them to bring Jack and Jill to the well.

Digital Resources
Nursery rhyme: Jack and Jill


	Differentiation
	

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	

	Assessment
	

	Oral language assessment checklist
	


























	
SEPTEMBER: WEEK 3 & 4
UNIT: 2
THEME: MY FAMILY

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Understanding: LO4
	Elements
Exploring and Using: LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	Acquire and understand new vocabulary and phrases from a story.
Use the vocabulary of good manners, e.g. please, thank you, may I be excused. (LO 5)

Through talk and discussion, show understanding of the story and family relationships (LO 6)

	Phonological and phonemic awareness (LO4)
	Handwriting (LO 9)

	Oral language poem
	
	

	‘What is a Family?’ by Mary Ann Hoberman
	
	

	Oral Vocabulary
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: mother, father, granny, grandad, sister, knives,
spoons, brother, table
Tier 2 examples: parents, adults, cutlery, saucepan, oven, delicious,
piping, younger, older, cutlery, scrumptious, responsible, famished
	
	

	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Pair talking task: Ask me a question! 

Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Memory game: I went into the kitchen …

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Mealtime manners
Let’s make a story: Rocky’s bad manners

Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘What is a Family?’
Turn and tell, then stand and share: My family
Things I like to eat
Things I like to do with my family
Pair talking task: Draw my kitchen

	Pre-Reading Skills Book

Auditory discrimination: environmental sounds,
Phonological awareness: rhyming words (p8)
Tell the children they will hear four different sounds. Ask them to colour the picture that makes each sound. As a follow-up activity, ask the children if they can find something in the picture that rhymes with each of the words ‘man’ and ‘hair’.

Listening comprehension (p9)
Tell the children they will hear a description of Kate’s trip to the fair with Jack, Mum and Granny. Each person chooses a different colour balloon. Ask the children to colour Kate’s balloon correctly.

Fairytale activity: The Enormous Turnip
Listening comprehension, Story sequencing,
Phonological awareness: rhyming words (p10)
Play the digital fairytale, The Enormous Turnip. Ask the children to colour the image that is not part of the fairytale.
For the second activity, play the audio and ask the children to identify the sound in each row that is different by writing an X in the box.

Phonological awareness: syllables (p11)
Ask the children to listen to the audio. Tell them they will hear six words and that each word will be played twice. Ask them to clap each word. Then ask them to identify and circle the number of syllables in each word.

Digital Resources
Fairytale activity: The Enormous Turnip


	Differentiation
	

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	

	Assessment
	

	Oral language assessment checklist
	























	
OCTOBER: WEEK 5 & 6
UNIT: 3
THEME: AUTUMN

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Understanding: LO4, LO5
	Elements
Exploring and Using: LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	Initiate, sustain, engage and take turns in conversation with teacher and peers about Halloween.
Work collaboratively in pairs/groups to problem-solve. (LO 3)

Give information and explain and justify points using topic-specific language and evidence.
Give instructions (pair drawing task). (LO 11)
	Phonological and phonemic awareness (LO 4) 
Phonics and word recognition (LO 5) 
	Handwriting (LO 9)

	Oral language poem
	
	

	 ‘Noisy, Noisy’ by Jack Prelutsky
	
	

	Oral Vocabulary
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: tree, leaf, colour, fruit, apple, farmers
Tier 2 examples: blackberry, acorn, carve, conker, berries, seeds,
squirrel, hedgehog, delicious, crunchy, sweet, juicy, nibble,
pine cone, plough, harvest, hibernation
	
	

	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Pair talking task: Can you remember?

Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Finish the sentence
Autumn finger play

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple
choice questions
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Compound words
Digital poster: Picture puzzlers
Turn and tell, then stand and share: Would you rather?
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Noisy, Noisy’
Storytime
Paired poem construction
	Pre-Reading Skills Book

Auditory discrimination: environmental sounds,
Phonological awareness: rhyming words (p12)
Tell the children they will hear four different sounds. Ask them to colour the picture that makes each sound. As a follow-up activity, ask the children to circle the objects that start with the /n/ sound and to say each word.

Listening comprehension (p9)
Ask the children to listen to the audio and to draw a line connecting each animal with the food that they like.
Practise saying each of the animal names as a class, pointing to each syllable as you say it.

Fairytale activity: The Enormous Turnip Listening comprehension, Story sequencing,
Phonological awareness: rhyming words (p13)
Ask the children to listen to the audio and to identify which word does not match the other two in each row by putting an
X in the box below the picture. As a follow-up activity, ask the children if they can think of any other words that rhyme with the words given.

Phonological awareness: syllables (p14)
Play the digital nursery rhyme, Incy Wincy Spider. Ask the children to clap the syllables as they say the rhyme.
Ask them to identify the words that rhyme. Play the audio track that tells the children which colours to use for the picture. 


	Differentiation
	

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	

	Assessment
	

	Oral language assessment checklist
	





















	
OCTOBER: WEEK 7 & 8
UNIT: 4
THEME: HALLOWEEN

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Understanding: LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO7
	Elements
Exploring and Using: LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	Initiate, sustain, engage and take turns in conversation with teacher and peers about Halloween.
Work collaboratively in pairs/groups to problem-solve. (LO 3)

Give information and explain and justify points using topic-specific language and evidence.
Give instructions (pair drawing task). (LO 11)
	Phonological and phonemic awareness (LO 4) 
Phonics and word recognition  (LO 5) 
Purpose, genre and voice (LO 7)
	Handwriting (LO 9)

	Oral language poem
	
	

	‘Two Witches’ by Alexander Resnikoff
	
	

	Oral Vocabulary
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: Halloween, festival, spooky, costume, pumpkin,
devil, witch
Tier 2 examples: barmbrack, zombie, vampire, decorations,
skeleton, fi reworks, ceiling, overflowing, attempting, gobbling,
munching, brim, dangling, whizzing, exploding
	
	

	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Story mode)
Pair talking task: Dressing up

Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Storytime and discussion
Pair drawing task

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Spot the difference
Halloween rhymes and finger play
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Two Witches’
Pair talking task: Who’s who?
	Pre-Reading Skills Book

Hand-eye coordination, Fine motor skills,
Listening comprehension (p18)
Ask the children to join the dots to complete Mark’s Halloween costume. For the second activity, ask the children to listen to the audio and to colour the three items that Mark likes.

Auditory discrimination: environmental sounds (p19)
Tell the children they will hear six different sounds. Ask them to colour the picture that makes each sound.
Visual discrimination, Phonological awareness: initial /k/ sounds, (p20)
Ask the children to match the items. Then ask them to listen to the audio and to colour the items that start with the /c/ sound.

Fairytale activity: The Three Little Pigs
Listening comprehension, Story sequencing, retelling (p21)
Play the digital fairytale, The Three Little Pigs. Ask the children to identify and colour the first and last pictures in the story. Ask the children to retell the story to a partner.

Left-right orientation, Hand-eye coordination, Visual discrimination, Fine motor skills (p22)
Ask the children to trace the line connecting each pig to their house. For the second activity, ask the children to identify the differences between the two houses and to draw the missing features on the second house.
Phonological awareness: syllables (p23)
Ask the children to listen to the audio. Tell them they will hear nine words and that each word will be played twice. Ask them to clap each word. Then ask them to identify and circle the number of syllables in each word.

	Differentiation
	

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	

	Assessment
	

	Oral language assessment checklist
	
























	
NOVEMBER: WEEK 9 & 10
UNIT: 5
THEME: WORK

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Understanding: LO4, LO5
	Elements
Exploring and Using: LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	Use plurals, suffixes, compound words and prepositions to describe details relating to a doctor’s surgery. (LO 4)

Name, describe and categorise people and objects from the poster to show a deeper understanding. (LO 8)
	Phonological and phonemic awareness (LO 4) 
Phonics and word recognition  (LO 5) 

	Handwriting (LO 9)

	Oral language poem
	
	

	‘Hickory, Dockery, Hic’ by Bob Zanger:
	
	

	Oral Vocabulary
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: doctor, sick, weight, height, diseases, cough
Tier 2 examples: medicine, breathing, injection, asthma,
inhaler, crutches, stethoscope, thermometer, properly, temperature
	
	

	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Think and talk: Complete the sentence
Role play: May I introduce …

Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and
discussion
Watch and discuss
Pair drawing task

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Pair talking task: Role play

Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Hickory, Dockery, Hic’
Pair talking task: Miss Molly
Role play: A visit to the doctor’s surgery
	Pre-Reading Skills Book

Listening comprehension (p24)
Ask the children to listen to the audio and to colour the items they hear. You may wish to pause the audio after each item to allow the children to do this. Ask the children which item is not mentioned on the audio. Discuss what it is used for.

Visual discrimination (p25)
Discuss the items you would find in a doctor’s bag and what each item is used for. Ask the children to match each shadow to its corresponding picture.
Phonological awareness: rhyming words (p26)
Review the parts of the body. Ask the children to listen to the audio for each row of pictures. Ask them to put an X on the word that sounds different.

Nursery rhyme activity: Humpty Dumpty Phonological awareness: rhyming words,
Story sequencing and retelling (p27)
Play the digital nursery rhyme, Humpty Dumpty. Ask the children to clap the syllables as they say the rhyme. Ask them to identify the words that rhyme. Tell them to put the events of the story in the correct order by numbering the boxes 1–4.

Hand-eye coordination, Fine motor skills (p28)
Ask the children to trace the vertical lines to complete the wall.

Visual discrimination (p29)
Discuss the images on the page. How do they relate to the Humpty Dumpty nursery rhyme? Ask the children to colour the picture that is different in each row. Ask the children to tell a partner why it is different.

	Differentiation
	

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	

	Assessment
	

	Oral language assessment checklist
	
























	
NOVEMBER: WEEK 11 & 12
UNIT: 6
THEME: WORK

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Understanding: LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO7
	Elements
Exploring and Using: LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	Use plurals, suffixes, compound words and prepositions to describe details relating to a doctor’s surgery. (LO 4)

Name, describe and categorise people and objects from the poster to show a deeper understanding. (LO 8)
	Phonological and phonemic awareness (LO 4) 
Phonics and word recognition  (LO 5) 
Purpose, genre and voice (LO 7)

	Handwriting (LO 9)

	Oral language poem
	
	

	‘‘Must I go to Hospital’ by unknown author
	
	

	Oral Vocabulary
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: doctor, nurse, hospital, plaster, broken, bleeding
Tier 2 examples: accident, stitches, X-ray, injection, painful, forehead,
stethoscope, examining, relieved, needle, prevent, fracture
	
	

	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and
discussion
Digging deeper
Oral recount
Sing along!

Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and
discussion
Role play


Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Pair talking task: Odd-one-out game

Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Must I go to Hospital?’
Pair drawing task
Sing along!
	Pre-Reading Skills Book

Fine motor skills (p30)
Discuss the items the children see in the picture. Ask them to join the dots to complete the picture. As a follow-up activity, ask the children to circle the objects that start with the /s/ sound.
Listening comprehension, Phonological
awareness: initial /m/ and /r/ sounds (p31)
Discuss being sick. Discuss what the children see in the picture. Listen to the audio. Ask the children to colour the three items that start with the /m/ sound yellow. Ask them to colour the three items that start with the /r/ sound blue.
Phonological awareness: syllables (p32)
Ask the children to listen to the audio. Tell them they will hear nine words and that each word will be played twice. Ask them to clap each word. Then ask them to identify and circle the number of syllables in each word.

Fairytale activity: The Gingerbread Man Listening comprehension, Story sequencing and retelling (p33)
Play the digital fairytale, The Gingerbread Man. Ask the children to identify and colour the first and last pictures in the story. Ask the children to retell the story to a partner.
Listening comprehension, Fine motor skills (p34)
Tell the children they are going to decorate the gingerbread man. Ask them to listen to the audio and to follow the instructions.

Left-right orientation, Hand-eye coordination (p35)
Ask the children to trace the line connecting each character to the gingerbread man.

	Differentiation
	

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	

	Assessment
	

	Oral language assessment checklist
	






















	
DECEMBER: WEEK 13 & 14
UNIT: 7
THEME: SHOPPING

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Understanding: LO4, LO5
	Elements
Exploring and Using: LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	Use a wide range of nouns and adjectives to explore the poster scene; use more complex synonyms to express ideas (e.g. receive/exchange) and learn new vocabulary, e.g. bauble. (LO 5)

Use language to justify an opinion (e.g. Naughty or Nice) (LO 11)
	Phonological and phonemic awareness (LO 4) 
Phonics and word recognition (LO 5) 

	Handwriting (LO 9)

	Oral language poem
	
	

	‘Christmas Presents’
	
	

	Oral Vocabulary
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: markers, jumper, helmet, telescope, present,
fi replace, bow, rug, Christmas tree, fi re, bicycle, stocking
Tier 2 examples: unwrapping, generous, grateful, bauble; exchange
	
	

	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and
discussion
Pair talking task: Rhyme and mime

Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Wrap it Up!, Guess the Gift

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Spot the difference
Role play: Christmas shopping

Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Christmas Presents’
Santa’s list: Naughty or Nice?
	Pre-Reading Skills Book

Visual discrimination, Fine motor skills (p36)
Ask the children to identify the differences between each pair of images. There are three differences between each pair. Ask the children to add the missing features to the second image.
Listening comprehension, Phonological awareness: initial /d/ sounds (p37)
Play the audio. Ask the children to match each character to the item they would like for Christmas. Ask the children to circle any items that start with the /d/ sound.

Listening comprehension, Fine motor skills, Visualising (p38)
Play the audio. Ask the children to draw pictures of the items they hear on the picture of Kate’s sitting room. Then ask the children to draw a picture of what they would like for Christmas in the frame.

Auditory discrimination: environmental sounds,Phonological awareness: initial /p/ sounds (p39)
Tell the children they will hear four different sounds. Ask them to colour the picture that makes each sound. As a follow-up activity, ask the children to circle the objects that start with the /p/ sound. Ask them how many syllables are in the words ‘present’ and ‘piano’.

Nursery rhyme activity: Hey Diddle Diddle, Phonological awareness: rhyming words,
Visual discrimination (p40)
Play the digital nursery rhyme, Hey Diddle Diddle. Ask the children to clap the syllables as they say the rhyme. Ask them to identify the words that rhyme. Tell the children to colour the picture that matches the picture on the left-hand side.

Visual discrimination, Pattern recognition, Fine motor skills (p41)
Discuss the pattern of pictures in the first row. Ask the children to look at the pictures in subsequent rows andto draw the picture that completes each pattern.

	Differentiation
	

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	

	Assessment
	

	Oral language assessment checklist
	



























	
JANUARY: WEEK 15 & 16
UNIT: 8
THEME: SHOPPING

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Understanding: LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO7
	Elements
Exploring and Using: LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	Show interest in hearing about each other’s toys.
Demonstrate the ability to take turns.
Listen with interest to the story accompanying the poster. (LO 1)

Explore the creative use of language and the aesthetic use of language through the poem ‘Patchy Bear’. (LO 10)
	Phonological and phonemic awareness (LO 4) 
Phonics and word recognition (LO 5) 
Purpose, genre and voice (LO 7)



	Handwriting (LO 9)

	Oral language poem
	
	

	‘Patchy Bear’ by Joan Poulson:
	
	

	Oral Vocabulary
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: doll, teddy bear, cars, plane, bicycle, paint,
till, toyshop, Lego
Tier 2 examples: whizzing, imagination, trampoline,
rollerblades, shop assistant, smoothly, forwards, backwards
	
	

	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and
discussion
Pair talking task: Rhyme and mime

Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Wrap it Up!, Guess the Gift

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Spot the difference
Role play: Christmas shopping

Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Christmas Presents’
Santa’s list: Naughty or Nice?
	Pre-Reading Skills Book
Auditory discrimination: environmental sounds, Phonological awareness: initial /b/ sounds (p42)
Tell the children they will hear four different sounds. Ask them to colour the picture that makes each sound. As a follow-up activity, ask the children to circle the objects that start with the /b/ sound.

Phonological awareness: rhyming words (p43)
Discuss the images on the left-hand side. Play the audio. Ask the children to identify one word in each row that rhymes with the first picture. Ask the children to think of other words that rhyme with the picture.

Listening comprehension, Positional language (p44)
Play the audio. Ask the children to circle the toys they hear. Ask them whether each toy is on the top, the middle or the bottom shelf.
Fairytale activity: Goldilocks and the Three Bears Listening comprehension, Story sequencing and retelling (p45)
Play the digital fairytale, Goldilocks and the Three Bears. Ask the children to colour the first and last pictures in the story. Ask the children to retell the story to a partner.

Phonological awareness: /u/ sound (p46)
Review the /u/ sound with the children. Play the audio. Ask the children to identify the word that contains the /u/ sound in each row and to mark it with an X. Ask the children what other words they can think of that contain the /u/ sound.

Visual discrimination, Fine motor skills (p47)
Ask the children to look at the pictures and to identify which items are missing from the picture on the righthand side. Ask them to draw the missing items. Repeat this for the second activity.

	Differentiation
	

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	

	Assessment
	

	Oral language assessment checklist
	



	



	
JANUARY: WEEK 17 & 18
UNIT: 9
THEME: SCHOOL
SUBTHEME: WHAT I WEAR TO SCHOOL

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1,
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9 

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	Develop vocal and facial expression, pace and intonation when speaking and apply this when speaking a poem as a group.
Use eye contact and topic maintenance and demonstrate an awareness of a listener’s needs while reporting.
Work collaboratively by partaking in a group talking task, including taking turns. (LO3)

Name, describe and categorise people and objects to show a deeper understanding. Use collective nouns, e.g. a flock of sheep; a herd of cattle, etc. (LO8)
	Recognise the sight words: I, have, the, my.
Read CVC words and short simple sentences.
Use cues from photographs to read. (LO5)

Respond verbally to a simple report and ask and answer questions about main events and characters. (LO8)
	Use letters to represent words.
Begin to copy print. (LO4)

Use the topic of ‘School Clothes’ to write a simple text in collaboration with their teacher. (LO7)


	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘Getting Dressed for School’ by Ken Nesbit
	Report

	Core: Red
Foundation: Pink
	Report

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: shirt, jumper, t-shirt, trousers, skirt, dress, tie, socks, shoes, boots, trainers, coat, hat, gloves, tracksuit
Tier 2 examples: comfortable, uncomfortable, prefer, similar, different
	I, have, the, my
	Core: must, get, dressed, let’s, a, top, put, it, on, long, tie, dress, good, job, shoes, school, bag, forgot, socks, oops
Foundation: get, dressed, a, top, put, it, on, fun, socks, hat, job, pen, lost, bag, big, hug
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies
	

	
	/l/, /f/
	Predicting, Making Connections, Clarifying (C), 
Inferring (F)
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Think and talk: I wonder …  
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Pair talking task: What am I wearing today?
Barrier game: Listen and draw
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting into categories
Storytime: The Lost Button
Clothing songs and rhymes
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Getting Dressed for School’
Listen and say
Giggle and grin
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: What Do You Wear to School?

	Class Readers
Core Reader 1: School Clothes (p. 1–12)
Foundation Reader 1: School Clothes (p. 1–12)

Junior Infant Skills Book
Sight Word Activities (p.1, 3)
Comprehension Activity (p.2)

Digital
Unit 9 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 9 Sight Word Activity
 


	Junior Infant Skills Book 
Report writing (p.4)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘School’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
 
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 4). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 9, Core Reader 1: School Clothes
Running record – Unit 9, Foundation Reader 1: School Clothes
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Sorting and matching: Ask the children to sort items of clothing according to a variety of criteria (e.g. colour, type and purpose) and to match up socks into pairs.
Gaeilge: Teach the children vocabulary associated with the topic Éadaí, including: briste, sciorta, gúna, léine, geansaí, cóta. Once the vocabulary has been covered, children could put baby clothes on a doll or teddy bear and sing the song ‘Cuir ort do _________ mar tá tú ag dul ar scoil’, using the clothing vocabulary.
SESE – Science: Ask the children to work together to investigate the different types  of materials in school clothes. They could discuss the purpose of the material and figure out where it comes from: wool comes from sheep, cotton from a plant, etc.
SESE – Geography (weather): Explore the link between weather and what we wear. What should Teddy wear each morning? If it is warm, does he need his jumper? This can also be linked with calendar work.
SESE – Geography (other countries): The children could examine pictures of school uniforms from different countries. They could discuss the similarities and differences with their own uniform, and the possible reasons for this.
History: Ask the children to explore school uniforms from the past, through old photographs and drawings.
Art: The children could use fabric and fibre to create touch-and-feel pictures of school uniforms.
PE: Play a game where the children work in relay teams to try to be the first to peg a full basket of washing on a low line.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: The children could explore how to use their new vocabulary in settings such as a laundrette or clothes shop.
Puppets: The children could practise tying buttons and laces and putting clothes on soft toys in the class.
Small world: The children could act out the following scenario: children at home getting ready for school in the morning.
Construction: The children could use junk-art to make washing machines, tumble dryers and irons.
Creative play: The children could create textured pictures out of different materials.
Water area: The children could wash dirty dolls’ clothes using brushes and bubbles.
	Game: Sesame Street ‘Dress Up Time’ game (sesamestreet.org).
Song: ‘The Sock Song’ by ABCKidTV (YouTube).





	
FEBRUARY: WEEK 19 & 20
UNIT: 10
THEME: SCHOOL
SUBTHEME: MY CLASSROOM

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9 

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	Initiate, sustain and engage in conversations on the classroom theme.
Work collaboratively with others and share discussions and findings with others. (LO3)

Describe themselves, their classroom and other people using the topic-specific vocabulary.
Reflect on the information given in the poster text. (LO12)
	Understand conventions of print including: correspondence between written and spoken words, left–right directionality and that illustrations carry meaning. (LO3)

Make predictions and inferences about a recount.
Make connections with a recount.
Clarify events in the recount.
Justify their thoughts and opinions based on a recount. (LO9)

	Distinguish between reading and writing and write left to right and top to bottom. (LO3)
Draw and write about things that they have in their classroom. (LO6)


	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘Undertable Land’ by Paul Rogers
	Recount

	Core: Red
Foundation: Pink
	Recount

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: snake, missing, between, worried, nervous, cupboard
Tier 2 examples: slid, escaped, anxious, library, bending,
hiding, aside, slithered, peering, terrified, nervously
	was, we, to, he (she)
	Core: wet, day, sit, in, Mark, had, pen, made, jet, Cian, bricks, hut, bug, big, and, red, Anna, silly, hat, funny, glad
Foundation: it, wet, sit, in, Mark, had, pen, jet, Cian, bricks, hut, bug, red, Anna, ha ha, glad
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies
	

	
	/b/, /j/
	Predicting, Inferring, Making Connections, Clarifying (C), Justifying
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Pair/group talking task: ‘I Spy’
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Pair/Group talking task: ‘I Spy’
Where is it?
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Digital poster (Activity mode): Spot the difference
Oral recount
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Undertable Land’
Draw your own Undertable Land
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: Jake the Snake

	Class Readers
Core Reader 1: A Wet Day (p. 13–24)
Foundation Reader 1: A Wet Day (p. 13–24)

Junior Infant Skills Book
Sight Word Activities (p.5, 7)
Comprehension Activity (p.6)

Digital
Unit 10 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 10 Sight Word Activity
 


	Junior Infant Skills Book 
Recount writing (p.8)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘School’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
 
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 11). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 10, Core Reader 1: A Wet Day
Running record – Unit 10, Foundation Reader 1: A Wet Day 
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Shape: Play ‘I Spy’ shapes, using different classroom items, e.g. ‘I spy something that is a circle’ (clock), ‘I spy something that is a rectangle’ (whiteboard).
Maths – Data: Record weather for a week and create a pictogram to show the findings.
Gaeilge: Play ‘Feicim le mo shúilín beag’, using different classroom items, e.g. cathaoir, bord, doirteal, doras, cófra, bréagáin, clog, fuinneog.
SESE – Geography: Create a large class book with pictures of people in the class and people who work in the school community. Use photographs or pictures drawn by the children and include simple sentences, such as ‘Áine is our teacher’, ‘Rena is our secretary, ‘Jason is our caretaker’, etc. The children could have a chance to talk to these people and ask them what they do in the school.
SESE – Science: Discuss the characteristics of materials in the classroom. What items are big/small, hard/soft, rough/smooth, transparent/opaque.
Art: Design and make a silly hat.
PE: Print off and laminate two copies of new words and sight words from the text. Hide the words under cones in the hall or yard. The children skip, jump or jog from cone to cone, finding the person who has the same word as them.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: Discuss with the class what should go into the classroom role-play area. The children can create displays and charts. The children can use recycled materials to create computers, photocopiers, etc. Then ask the children to democratically decide who should be the teacher, secretary, pupils, etc.
Puppets: The children can create sock puppets of teachers and students and act out common classroom scenarios.
Small world: The children can create dioramas of the classroom, using shoeboxes and match boxes. They can use miniature figurines to act out scenarios in the classroom (e.g. a visitor to the classroom, a rainy day, a wasp in the classroom).
Construction: The children use junk-art to create classroom items, e.g. a jet like Cian’s or a silly hat like Anna’s. The children complete Lego STEM challenges or create their school from Lego.
Creative play: The children could use playdough to make toys for use in the classroom.
Sand area: The children could create sandcastle schools.
	Activities: Ask the children to use sticky notes to write the names of different items in the classroom. The children then label the items.
Hungry Word Monster: Decorate a bin with googly eyes and teeth. Hide new words and sight words on flashcards around the classroom. Say, ‘I think the word “monster” is hungry for the word “was”.’ The children find the word and feed it to the monster. 
Games: Play ‘Who Am I?’ with the children, using different classroom items. For example: ‘I’m round and I tell the time. What am I?’
Play the ‘My Classroom’ song on YouTube.
Nursery rhymes: ‘Rain, Rain, Go Away’, ‘It’s Raining, It’s Pouring’ and ‘Incy Wincy Spider’.





	
FEBRUARY: WEEK 21 & 22
UNIT: 11
THEME: ANIMALS
SUBTHEME: THE FARM

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9 

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	Develop vocal and facial expression, pace and intonation when speaking and apply this when speaking a poem as a group.
Use eye contact, topic maintenance and demonstrate an awareness of listener’s needs while reporting.
Work collaboratively by partaking in a group talking task. (LO3)

Express preferences.
Ask and answer a variety of open and closed questions. (LO7)

	Respond verbally to a simple report and ask questions about the information given in it. (LO8)

Make inferences based on the images in a report.
Clarify the information in the report. (LO9)

	Enjoy drawing farm animals and equipment and creating letter-like forms. (LO1)

Use new vocabulary about the farm in their writing. (LO5)


	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘The Cow’ by Robert Louis Stevenson
	Report

	Core: Red
Foundation: Pink
	Report

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: farm, farmer, food, grow, seeds, hay, animals, cow, pig, sheep, hen, sheep, wool, spring, summer, autumn, winter, tractor
Tier 2 examples: meadow, harvests, crops, farmyard, tethered, notice, pecking
	here, is, are, has
	Core: fun, farm, Zeb, cat, hi, milk, Peg, hen, six, eggs, Rex, sheep dog, plays, in, grass, pig, mud, piglet, pen
Foundation: farm, Zeb, cat, milk, Peg, hen, six, eggs, Rex, dog, pig, mud
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies
	

	
	/z/, /w/
	Predicting, Making Connections, Clarifying, Inferring
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Sing along: Farm rhymes
Group talking task (Explore mode): Who/what am I?
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Story: Rosie’s Walk
Group talking task: If I were a farm animal …
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Animal matching
Class/pair talking task: True or false?
Odd-one-out
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘The Cow’
Fill in the gap
Report: Let’s make butter!
Role play: At the farmer’s market
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: What Does a Farmer Do?
	Class Readers
Core Reader 2: On the Farm (p. 1–12)
Foundation Reader 2: On the Farm (p. 1–12)

Junior Infant Skills Book
Sight Word Activities (p.9, 11)
Comprehension Activity (p.10)

Digital
Unit 11 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 11 Sight Word Activity
 


	Junior Infant Skills Book 
Report writing (p.12)

 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘Animals’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
 
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 12). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 11, Core Reader 2: On the Farm
Running record – Unit 11, Foundation Reader 2: On the Farm
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Data: Record data in the classroom on ‘favourite farm animals’. Create a pictogram to show the findings.
Gaeilge: Play ‘Cluiche Kim’ with the class, using cardboard or plastic farm animals. Teach the children vocabulary associated with the topic: madra, bó, muc, caora, sicín, etc.
SESE – Geography: Teach the children about how food gets from farms to shops, e.g. how packaged sliced bread begins with a field of wheat.
SESE – Science: The children could experiment with making butter in order to see how materials change.
Art: Create a multi-textured picture of the farmyard, using a variety of natural and synthetic fibres and fabrics, e.g. burlap, cotton wool and twine. The children look and respond to their own work and the work of the others.
PE: Give each child the name of a farm animal to imitate. It may help to go over the movements and sounds that farm animals make beforehand. When the game begins,  the children move around the gym/playing field, imitating their animal and searching for the other children who are imitating the same animal. The first team to get all their animals together wins.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: The children could create a farm scenario where they are the farmers and the animals. They could use classroom objects as farm tools. 
Puppets: The children could colour and cut out finger-puppets of farm animals and use them to retell nursery rhymes. 
Small world: The children could play with toy farm animals and machinery, creating their own miniature farms.
Construction: The children could create junk-art barns and stables.
Creative play: The children could create their favourite farm animal from playdough.
Sand area: Hide animal-themed jigsaw puzzle pieces in the sand. Ask the children to retrieve the pieces and complete the jigsaw.
	Video: Watch and listen to ‘Old MacDonald Had a Farm’ (YouTube). Ask the children to continue the song by adding more farm animals and their sounds, e.g. horse, chickens, donkey, rooster, etc.
Games: Play ‘Who Am I?’ with the children, using different farm animals. For example: ‘I’m white or brown. I lay eggs and cluck. What am I?’
Play ‘Farmyard Bingo’, using pictures of different farmyard items (tractor, barn, stable, spade, saddle, etc.).
Nursery rhymes: ‘The Farmer in the Dell’, ‘Baa Baa Black Sheep’, ‘Five Little Ducks’, ‘Mary Had a Little Lamb’, etc.





	
MARCH: WEEK 23 & 24
UNIT: 12
THEME: ANIMALS
SUBTHEME: THE DUCK POND

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9 

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	Express ideas using, e.g. embedded clause structures (something which); ‘different from’; pronouns, ‘both’; conjunction ‘because’; introduce the adverb ‘alike’. (LO4)

Understand multiple meaning words, e.g. bank; synonyms, e.g. beak/bill; adverbs, e.g. gracefully, lightly, busily.
Use a wide range of nouns and adjectives to explore the poster scene. (LO5)

	Explore onomatopoeic words, e.g. splished, splashed. (LO4)

Visualise events in a narrative.
Make connections with a narrative.
Make inferences about events in a narrative. (LO9)

	Begin to copy print.
Begin to write simple words independently. (LO4)

Write some upper- and lower-case letters. (LO9)


	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘Ten Little Tadpoles’ by Rose Fyleman
	Narrative

	Core: Red
Foundation: Pink
	Narrative

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: duck, swan, pond, bank, barking, wings, angry, frog, mouse, fish
Tier 2 examples: splash, waddle, flap, antennae, bulging, graceful, spines, slithering, darting
	go, see, look, of
	Core: kids, at, duck, pond, says, Kate, lots, quack, frog, jump, Jack, can, fish, yes, splash, wuff, Rocky, very, big, swan, flaps, its, wings, hiss, let’s
Foundation: kids, at, pond, duck, lots, swim, frog, jump, fish, yes, swan, very, big, let’s
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies
	

	
	/y/, /v/
	Making Connections, Inferring, Clarifying (F)
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and
discussion
‘I spy’ – part 1
Rhyme and mime
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Story: I Don’t Want to Be a Frog
How are they different? – Part 1
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Categorising: Bird watch/identify the insect
Digital poster (Activity mode): Who am I?
Pair talking tasks: Busy bees (I Spy – part 2; How are
they alike? How are they Different? – Part 2)
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode) – ‘Ten Little Tadpoles’;
Group speaking
Pair/group talking task: Tadpole treats
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: Rocky and the Swan

	Class Readers
Core Reader 2: The Duck Pond (p. 13–24)
Foundation Reader 2: The Duck Pond (p. 13–24)

Junior Infant Skills Book
Sight Word Activities (p.13, 15)
Comprehension Activity (p.14)

Digital
Unit 12 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 12 Sight Word Activity
 


	Junior Infant Skills Book 
Narrative writing (p.16)


	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘Animals’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
 
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 16). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 12, Core Reader 2: The Duck Pond
Running record – Unit 12, Foundation Reader 2: The Duck Pond
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Shape: Give the children a variety of cut-out 2-D shapes to create a picture  of a duck pond. When they have completed their picture, ask the children to count how many of each shape they have used.
Maths – Matching: The children could play a game where they match grown-up animals with their baby counterparts (duck with duckling, swan with cygnet, etc.). 
Gaeilge: The theme Caitheamh aimsire could be covered under the subheading Ag an Pháirc. Teach the children the vocabulary and a whole-body response for a variety of activities that they can do at the park, e.g. Is féidir liom rith, Is féidir liom luascadh, Is féidir liom bia a thabhairt do na lacha. This unit could culminate with a trip to a local pond or park.
SESE – Geography: Cover the strand Natural Habitats and the strand unit Local Natural Habitats. The children could observe, explore and discuss a local pond, collecting and classifying items that they find at the pond.
SESE – Science: Cover the strand Living Things and the strand unit Plants and Animals. The children could learn about and create a model for the Life Cycle of the Frog.
SESE – History: The children could listen to the teacher retell the story The Children of Lir. The children could then sequence the story.
Art: The children could use pastels to create their favourite image from The Children of Lir or a picture of their local pond. 
PE: Provide magnifying glasses so that the children can draw a detailed up-close image of something that they found at the pond, e.g. a feather or a pebble.
PE: The children could cover jumping in the strand of Athletics. Ask the children to practise different kinds of jumps (e.g. motorcycle jumps, frog jumps and jumping in and out of a hula hoop).

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: The children could play in the Home Corner, working together to prepare a child for a walk in the park. They could discuss safety on the walk to the park, and safety while around water. This could then elicit discussion about how different parents in the animal world keep their children safe.
Puppets: Ask the children to make sock puppets of different pond creatures (frog, duck, swan, etc.) and to use them dramatically to act out nursery rhymes and songs.
Construction: The children could use Lego to create homes or habitats for different animals.
Small world/Water area: The children could create a pond habitat with a large basin of water and toy fish, rubber ducks, pebbles, greenery, boats etc.
	Nursery rhymes: ‘Five Little Ducks’, ‘Little Green Frog Song’, ‘Five Little Speckled Frogs’ (YouTube).
Song: ‘Over in the Meadow’ by Barefoot Books (YouTube).
Video: Peppa Pig, S2 E11, ‘The Boat Pond’ (YouTube).





	
APRIL: WEEK 25 & 26
UNIT: 13
THEME: FOOD
SUBTHEME: PIZZA AND PANCAKES

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9 

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	Use language to sequence and retell, e.g. Let’s make a pizza.
Use language to tell a story, e.g. Kitchen catastrophe. (LO9)

Describe using language, e.g. I like a  … pizza.
Reflect on the information given in the poster text. (LO12)

	Recognise the sight words: this, one, for, with.
Read CVC words and short simple sentences.
Use cues from pictures to read. (LO5)

Make predictions about a procedure.
Make inferences about a procedure.
Make connections with a procedure.
Summarise the main steps in a procedure. (LO9)

	Enjoy drawing food items and creating letter-like forms. (LO1)

Use new vocabulary about food in their writing. (LO5)


	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘Dad’s Cooking Pancakes’ by John Foster
	Procedure

	Core: Red
Foundation: Pink
	Procedure

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: pizza, mushroom, pepper, flour, cheese, tomato sauce, basil, bowl, spoon
Tier 2 examples: dough, topping, knife, baking tray, rolling pin, oven, apron, delicious, ingredients, utensils, catastrophe, whisk, scrumptious
	this, one, for, with
	Core: make, pancakes, will, need, spoon, bowl, pour, pan, cup, flour, box, quick, mix, up, six, blobs, bubbles, hot, jam, yum
Foundation: stuff, dish, pan, fill, cup, quick, mix, up, stir, blobs, hot, jam
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies
	

	
	/qu/, /x/
	Predicting, Making Connections, Summarising (C), Inferring
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Food word games
Pair talking task: What foods do you like?; Silly sentences
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Let’s make a pizza!
Pair talking task: Pop a Pizza in the Oven
(Sequencing; giving instructions)
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Let’s make a pizza
Narrative: Kitchen catastrophe
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Dad’s Cooking Pancakes’
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: Let’s Make Pizza!

	Class Readers
Core Reader 3: Let’s Make Pancakes! (p. 1–12)
Foundation Reader 3: Let’s Make Pancakes! (p. 1–12)

Junior Infant Skills Book
Sight Word Activities (p.17, 19)
Comprehension Activity (p.18)

Digital
Unit 13 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 13 Sight Word Activity
 


	Junior Infant Skills Book 
Procedure writing (p.20)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘Food’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
 
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 20). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 13, Core Reader 3: Let’s Make Pancakes!
Running record – Unit 13, Foundation Reader 3: Let’s Make Pancakes!
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Shape: Ask the children to sort and categorise pizza toppings by shape, colour and size. They could create pizzas with round pepperoni, square ham, triangular cheese, rectangular peppers, etc. The children could then play ‘I Spy’ with shapes in the classroom.
Maths – Measures: The children could work in small groups to make playdough. Use a recipe with simple measurements, e.g. 1 cup of salt, 2 cups of flour, ¾ cup of water. Question the children on which is the bigger or smaller measure, e.g. ‘Is two cups bigger or smaller than one cup?’
Gaeilge: Teach children the phrases ‘Is maith liom’, ‘Ní maith liom’, ‘Is féidir liom’, etc. Ask the children to taste different foods and say which ones they like and dislike, e.g. ‘Is maith liom pancóga’, ‘Ní maith liom cáis’, etc.
SESE – Geography: Teach the children about people who work in the community – shop workers and chefs. If the children are given lunches by the school, the children could talk to the people who make their lunches. If you intend to make pizzas or pancakes in the class, the class could visit a nearby shop to buy ingredients.
SESE – Geography: The children could learn about Italy – the home of pizza!
SESE – Science: Teach the children about materials and change by making pizza or pancakes.
SESE – History: The children could learn about the history of Pancake Tuesday.
Art: The children could learn about Leonardo da Vinci, an artist from Italy. They could create pizzas from clay.
PE: The children could learn the dance to ‘The Fast Food Song’ by the Fast Food Rockers (YouTube)..

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: The children could play pizza parlours. Each child could wear a chef’s hat and apron. They could create pizzas for their classmates, using the playdough they made in the measuring activity above.
Puppets: The children could make puppets out of wooden spoons to retell their nursery rhymes and songs.
Construction: The children could construct a kitchen out of junk-art. For example: a microwave from a shoebox or an oven from a large cardboard box (with paper plates for the hob, etc.).
Creative play: The children could create menus, place settings and signs to use in their restaurant.
Water play: The children could use suds and sponges to wash up the bowls and spoons they used to make playdough.
	Songs: ‘Ten Little Pancakes’ (YouTube video by Little Baby Bum), ‘The Pancake Song’ (YouTube video by Pancake Manor), ‘Peanut Butter in a Cup’ (YouTube video by GoNoodle).
Poem: ‘Mix a Pancake’ by Christina Rossetti..




	
MAY: WEEK 27 & 28
UNIT: 14
THEME: FOOD
SUBTHEME: THE SUPERMARKET

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9 

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	Actively listen to participate in a game. 
Listen with interest to the story accompanying the poster. (LO1)

Use vocabulary associated with the supermarket.
Use compound words (e.g. supermarket, breakfast).
Use synonyms, e.g. buy/purchase. (LO5)

	Understand that a recount tells about something that has happened. (LO7)

Read a simple recount supported by illustrations, building fluency. (LO10)

	Distinguish between reading and writing, and write left to right and top to bottom. (LO3)

Use letters to represent words.
Copy print.
Write simple words independently. (LO4)


	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘Shopping Basket’ by Charles Thomson
	Recount

	Core: Red
Foundation: Pink
	Recount

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: supermarket, basket, meat, fish, bread, apples, oranges, bananas, potatoes, carrots, tomatoes, eggs, butter, milk
Tier 2 examples: trolley, shop assistant, shelf/shelves, cash register, groceries, aisle, dairy, customer, barcode, conveyor belt
	you, were, said, they
	Core: Granny, shops, fish, chips, can’t, bags, lemons, till, cash, love, too
Foundation: Granny, shops, can, fish, chips, bags, lemons, till, cash, yum
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies
	

	
	/sh/, /ch/
	Predicting, Making Connections, Determining 
Importance (C), Inferring
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Supermarket Bingo
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Make a list
Pair talking task: Check it twice!
Supermarket workout
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion;
True or false
Digital poster (Activity mode): Supermarket sorting
Food Tongue Twister
What would you do if …?
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Shopping Basket’
Remembered experience: A trip to the supermarket
(Recount)
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: The Supermarket Slip-up!
	Class Readers
Core Reader 3: Fish and Chips! (p. 13–24)
Foundation Reader 3: Fish and Chips! (p. 13–24)

Junior Infant Skills Book
Sight Word Activities (p.21, 23)
Comprehension Activity (p.22)

Digital
Unit 14 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 14 Sight Word Activity
 


	Junior Infant Skills Book 
Recount writing (p.24)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘Food’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
 
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 24). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 14, Core Reader 3: Fish and Chips!
Running record – Unit 14, Foundation Reader 3: Fish and Chips!
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Counting: Ask the children to carry out an activity where they fill a shopping basket with different numbers of food items from a list, e.g. 2 apples, 4 lemons, 1 orange, etc. This could be extended into an addition or subtraction activity, e.g. ‘If you buy two apples and eat one, how many apples are left?’
Maths – Money: In pairs, children could pretend that they are shopkeepers and customers in a supermarket. They could label toy foods with prices and engage with each other, using specific vocabulary such as: ‘How much altogether?’ They could then practise making change for simple amounts.
Gaeilge: The theme Ag siopadóireacht could link in with the topic of food. The children could learn the vocabulary for different types of shops, e.g. siopa éadaí, siopa ceoil, siopa bréagáin. Then the children could set up these shops in the classroom. They could use simple phrases such as ‘Seo duit’ and ‘Go raibh maith agat’ while completing their transactions.
SESE – Geography: The children could cover the theme ‘Caring for my locality’.  The class could examine the contents of a typical shopping trolley and discuss how to dispose of the packaging: ‘Can it be recycled? Can it be reused? Which bin should it go into?’ This could also link in with Green-Schools Initiative.
SESE – Science: The children could study how recycling affects their local natural environment. The class could take a nature walk to investigate local wildlife, and visit their local bottle bank.
Art: The children could create fabric and fibre images of the local natural environment, using dried foods (e.g. pasta, rice, beans and lentils).
PE: The class could play the ‘Fruit Salad’ game with a parachute. Choose four types of fruit and allocate one type to each child. The children gather to hold a parachute (each child holds on to the parachute). If you shout ‘Apple!’, all the apples switch places, etc. However, if you shout ‘Fruit salad!’, everyone must switch places without the parachute hitting the ground. This game could also be played without a parachute, in the style of ‘Musical Chairs’: a chair is removed from the circle every time the children get up.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: The children could act out shop scenes with toy food, baskets, play money and a cash register, etc.
Small world: The children could use Lego to build a variety of different shops which could form a miniature town. The teacher could elicit from the children what else the town might need (e.g. roads, a park, a school, a recycling centre). The children could use small figures to pretend to be the people of the town going about their business.
Creative play/Construction: The children could use the packaging from a typical trolley or basket of shopping to make junk-art (e.g. paper-bag puppets, bottle rockets and juice-carton shoes). 
Sand/Water area: The children could use recycled pots and bottles to practise capacity in the sand/water area (e.g. ‘How many yoghurt pots full of sand/water will fill the ice cream tub?’).
	Song: ‘The Fruit Salad Song’ by The Wiggles (YouTube).
Nursery rhyme: ‘Hot Cross Buns’ (YouTube).
Video: Peppa Pig, S2 E11, ‘The Boat Pond’ (YouTube).





	
MAY: WEEK 29 & 30
UNIT: 15
THEME: HOLIDAYS
SUBTHEME: HOLIDAY FUN

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9 

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	Become aware of pacing while speaking and apply this while reciting a poem. (LO3)

Demonstrate playful use of language through riddles and puzzles.
Explore the aesthetic use of language in a poem. (LO10)

	Understand that a report gives us information about real-life topics. (LO7)

Make connections between their own life and a report.
Summarise the main points of information in a report. (LO9)

	Use new vocabulary about holidays in their writing. (LO5)

Use the topic of ‘Holidays’ to write a simple text in collaboration with their teacher. (LO7)


	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘Ice Lolly’ by Pie Corbett
	Report

	Core: Red
Foundation: Pink
	Report

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: holiday, car, camera, sunglasses, beach, sand, sea, sandcastle, bucket, spade, beach ball, suitcase, sunhat, ice-cream
Tier 2 examples: wetsuit, float, surfboard, between, underneath, tentacles, ocean, deep
	that, there, some, like
	Core: camping, trip, bring, sleeping bag, tent, red, in, having, van, ice-pops, swimming pool, best, enormous, cool
Foundation: camping, sleeping bag, tent, fit, van, swimming, splash, jumping, trips
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies
	

	
	/ng/, /th/
	Predicting, Summarising, Inferring (F)
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Opposites
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
‘S’ is for sea, sun and sand!
Where is it? Focus word: Between
Underwater wonders
The Rainbow Fish
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Fun at the beach
Beach ball adventure: Focus – finish the sentence
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Ice Lolly’
Unscramble the sentence
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: Cars, Trains and Airplanes

	Class Readers
Core Reader 4: A Camping Trip (p. 1–12)
Foundation Reader 4: A Camping Trip (p. 1–12)

Junior Infant Skills Book
Sight Word Activities (p.25, 27)
Comprehension Activity (p.26)

Digital
Unit 15 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 15 Sight Word Activity
 


	Junior Infant Skills Book 
Report writing (p.28)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘Holidays’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
 
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 28). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit X, Core Reader X: XXX
Running record – Unit X, Foundation Reader X: XXX
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Sorting and Categorising: The children could sort summer and winter clothes and justify their choices. 
Maths – Data: The children could gather data on the favourite ice cream flavours/types in their class. They could use the data to develop a graph.
Gaeilge: The children could cover vocabulary under the topic Laethanta saoire, such as linn snámha, uachtar reoite, culaith snámha, spéaclaí gréine, etc. The whole class could play a game where the teacher gives instructions such as ‘Cuir t-léine/spéaclaí gréine, culaith snámha ar Teidí’ and the children put child-size summer clothing items on a teddy bear.
The children could also play ‘Te nó Fuar’ – a variation of the ‘Hot or Cold’ game.
SESE – Geography: Using a large map of the world, ask each child to come up in turn and to place a pin in the map to show a location where they have gone on holidays.    The class could have a discussion on different transport routes for holiday destinations (e.g. car, train, airplane, ferry or campervan).
SESE – Science: Conduct experiments with the class on heating and cooling. The children could predict and explore where the best place in the classroom would be to keep an ice-pop cold for the longest time. They could then record their findings.
The children could also explore floating and sinking during play in the water area.
Art: The children could design their ‘dream ice cream’, using colour, glitter, sequins, buttons, etc.
PE: The children could play ‘The Iceberg Game’. Lay sheets of newspapers or cardboard on the floor in the gym or yard. The children can stand on the newspaper, but not on the floor. As the game progresses, newspapers are removed. If a child stands on the floor, they are out of the game.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: A campsite could be set up in the classroom, with a pop-up tent, a pretend fire and some toy cooking equipment. The children could explore their new vocabulary in this area.
Puppets: The children could use classroom puppets to discuss concepts explored in the units and sings the songs they have listened to.
Small world: The children could use a basin of water as a ‘swimming pool’, with small figures as swimmers and lifeguards. This could also facilitate a discussion about water safety.
Construction: The children could construct miniature tents from paper, straws or ice-pop sticks.
Creative play: The children could make ice cream sundaes using different colours of playdough.
Water area: The children could explore floating and sinking, using different toys and objects.
	Songs: ‘The Ice Cream Song’ by Little Baby Bum and ‘A-Camping We Will Go’ (YouTube).
Videos: Ben and Holly, S1 E40, ‘Camping Out’; Peppa Pig, S1 E8, ‘Camping’; and ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ (YouTube).





	
JUNE: WEEK 31 & 32
UNIT: 16
THEME: HOLIDAYS
SUBTHEME: THE AIRPORT

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9 

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	Listen with interest to the story accompanying the poster.
Understand intentional communication of meaning, e.g. Design a sign. (LO1)

Use language to introduce (e.g. Passport Please!)
Use language to explain (e.g. Design a sign.) (LO11)

	Understand conventions of print, including speech marks and exclamation marks. (LO3)

Make predictions and inferences about a report.
Demonstrate prior knowledge of the topic explored in the report.
Justify their thoughts and opinions based on a report. (LO9)

	Enjoy copying print, completing sentences and sequencing events. (LO1)

Copy print.
Write sight words independently.
Complete simple sentences. (LO4)


	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘Taking Off’ by Mary McB Green:
	Narrative
	Core: Red
Foundation: Pink
	Narrative

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: suitcase, airport, aeroplane, trolley, runway, tickets, clothes, shorts, t-shirt, sunhat, air hostess, pilot
Tier 2 examples: passport, check-in, queue, take-off, luggage, terminal, arrivals, departure lounge, board, announcement
	his, her, where, what
	Core: hurry, time, asked, plane, ready, away, ship, lunch, looked, played, game, children, liked, flying
Foundation: steps, will, asked, ship, lunch, tablet, pad, trip, going
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies
	

	
	/sh/, /ch/, /ng/
	Predicting, Justifying, Inferring (F)
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode):Talk and discussion
Attention please!
Lesson 2
Digital poster( Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Group talking task (Narrative): What happened to Kevin?
Pair talking task: Design a sign
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Pair talking task (Role play): Passport please!
Digital poster (Activity mode): Let’s pack a suitcase
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Taking Off’
Dramatic play: At the Airport
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: Kate’s Airport Adventure

	Class Readers
Core Reader 4: Up, Up and Away! (p. 13–24)
Foundation Reader 4: Up, Up and Away! (p.13–24)

Junior Infant Skills Book
Sight Word Activities (p.29, 31)
Comprehension Activity (p.30)

Digital
Unit 16 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 16 Sight Word Activity
 


	Junior Infant Skills Book 
Narrative writing (p.32)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘Holidays’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
 
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 32). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 16, Core Reader 4: Up, Up and Away!
Running record – Unit 16, Foundation Reader 4: Up, Up and Away!
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Measurements: The children could begin to develop an understanding of length, by estimating and measuring how many toy airplanes make up the same length as various classroom objects. 
Maths – Time: The children could develop knowledge of time by looking at airplane schedules, or looking at arrivals and departures on the Dublin Airport website.
Maths – Ordinal Numbers: The children could line up classroom toys to board a plane, discussing who is first, second, third, last in the queue, etc.
Maths – Sorting and categorising: The children could sort pretend luggage (any boxes and containers of different sizes) according to size and shape.
Gaeilge: Under the theme Bréagáin, the children could learn vocabulary such as eitleán, báid, rothar, carr. The children could use toy cars, boats and airplanes to play games such as ‘Cluiche Kim’, ‘Cad atá in easnamh?’ and ‘Te nó Fuar’.
SESE – Science: The children could make different kinds of paper airplanes and estimate the distance that they will fly. They could then record the distance each kind of airplane can fly.
SESE – Geography: The children could learn about the jobs done by different people at the airport. The children could also discuss a popular holiday destination they might have flown to (e.g. Spain).
History: You could teach the children about the life of Amelia Earhart.
The children could sequence a trip to the airport – parking the car, going through security, boarding the plane, etc.
Art: The children could paint a picture of their favourite holiday destination/place, or create a miniature airplane from clay.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: The children could set up a travel agency in the classroom, with brochures, leaflets, notepads, a phone, a desk, chairs and a laptop. The children could peruse holiday brochures and plan a trip. One child could act as the travel agent to do the booking, or children could use an old laptop to book themselves.
Puppets: The children could use puppets to act out scenarios, such as a flight attendant going through safety procedures, or a pilot preparing for take-off.
Small world: The children could create an airport, using toy cars, trucks, airplanes and figures.
Construction: The children could construct an airplane from junk-art or Lego.
Creative play : The children could create a ‘holiday memories’ book, using a variety of materials (e.g. a scrapbook, photographs, cut-outs from holiday brochures, crayons and markers).
Sand area: The children could create holiday sandcastles, using damp sand, buckets, spades and seashells.
	Video: Peppa Pig, S4 E36, ‘Flying on Holiday’ (YouTube).
Song: ‘We’re All Going on a Summer Holiday’.




	2
	TYPE THE DOCUMENT TITLE



image1.png




