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1st Class Combined:
Unit 1 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
The lesson plan below accompanies the 1st Class Combined Reading and Skills Book texts ‘Green Schools Election’ and ‘St Mary’s School – Green and Cool!’ It provides support and guidance for teachers over the course of the two-week period they are using these resources.
	Unit
	1
	Texts 
	Text 1a: Green Schools Election
Text 1b: St. Mary’s School – Green and Cool!

	Theme
	School
	Subtheme
	Green schools

	Genre
	Recount
	Book band
	Orange

	Phonics focus
	Soft ‘c’ and hard ‘c’
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Clarifying, Synthesising, Declunking, Predicting, Inferring, Making connections (prompts)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 1a: Using context clues
Text 1b: Using context clues
	Grammar
	Text 1a: Nouns
Text 1b: Verbs

	Focus words
	Text 1a: election, committee, compost bin, design, reduce, reuse, recycle, impressed, earn
Text 1b: rota, office, photocopy, inspector, effort, award

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 1st Class Combined Reading and Skills Book (pp. 6–13)
Digital: Unit 1a Grammar activity: Nouns; Unit 1b Grammar activity: Verbs
Digital: Unit 1b Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 01. Green schools
Below-level printable worksheet – 1a Green Schools Election
Above-level printable worksheet – 1a Green Schools Election
Below-level printable worksheet – 1b St Mary’s School – Green and Cool!
Above-level printable worksheet – 1b St Mary’s School – Green and Cool!

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 1: Genre video (Recount)
Unit 1: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 1a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 1b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 1a: Interactive Reader; Unit 1b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 1a: Guide children in analysing the recount genre by completing p. 9 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book based on the Unit 1a recount ‘Green Schools Election’.
Unit 1b: Use the digital writing display to model recount writing about the farmer’s morning using the stimulus images and writing template. The teacher has the option to complete the page on the interactive whiteboard (right click the mouse and select ‘Save As’ to view the full page on screen) or to display the page on the screen and write the information for each section on a flipchart. The teacher can then use p. 13 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to do shared recount writing with the children about a skipping accident.

	Cross-curricular links
	Visual Arts – Paint and colour – Painting 
Visual Arts – Paint and colour – Looking and responding
Science – Environmental awareness and care – Caring for my locality
SPHE – Myself and the wider world – Developing citizenship
Drama – Drama to explore feelings, knowledge and ideas, leading to understanding

	Games/Activities
	Have the class design and make a poster with the theme of ‘Reduce, Reuse, Recycle’.
Make a list of the things that we can do to help to care for the local environment.
Divide the class into groups and create a drama about protecting the environment.
Assign ‘click teams’ to turn off the lights in the classroom and promote green thinking.
Create a nature table with examples of plants and trees from the local area.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 9 and 13). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Think, Pair, Share: Children discuss the important features of recount writing
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 1 texts
Sequencing: Put the events in the correct order
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts
Conferencing
Teacher observation


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy engaging with a recount about green schools, using illustrations and text to predict and infer meaning

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print, including capital letters, full stops and sentence structure

	
	LO 4
	Recognise and identify phonemes, onset-rime and syllables in spoken words

	
	LO 5
	Identify a range of high-frequency words (e.g. our, would, said, each) 
Recognise the letter ‘c’ (soft ‘c’) as the sound /s/ (e.g. notices, recycling)

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from a recount about green schools
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text including prefixes, suffixes, homonyms and root words

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a recount

	
	LO 8 

	Read and understand a recount about green schools
Identify the main ideas and key points in a recount

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a recount on green schools
Generate and respond to questions on a recount, synthesising information in order to do so
Make predictions and infer meaning where the relevant information is not explicitly given

	
	LO 10
	Read the two recounts with good pace, phrasing and expression, being aware of full stops and sentence structure



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy participating in shared recount writing with and for others

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Write using correct word order, sentence structure, capitals and complete sentences

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words
Use a range of decoding and spelling strategies for unfamiliar words
Use a range of key questions to provide context and sequence to their recount

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a recount

	Writing outcomes (continued)

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Exploring and using
	L0 6
	Write for an intended audience, using their recount to share their thoughts, knowledge and experience

	
	LO 7
	Engage with the writing process to create a recount


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
Literacy development prompts
Unit 1a: Green Schools Election
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	6
	Genre: recount
	A recount tells us about something that happened in the past. How do you know that this text is about something that happened in the past?

	6
	Comprehension
	An election is a way to choose people to do a certain job. Can you describe how an election is carried out? 

	6
	Vocabulary development
	A committee is a group of people chosen to do a certain job. What do you think the job of a Green Schools Committee is?

	6
	Phonics: /ch/
	Look at the letters ‘c’ ‘h’ in the word ‘lunchtime’. They make the sound /ch/. Can you think of any other words that contain the sound /ch/?

	6
	Comprehension: clarifying
	What is a compost bin used for? Would you put plastic bottles in a compost bin? 

	6 
	Grammar: nouns
	A noun is a word that names a person, a place or a thing. Can you find two nouns that name things in this sentence?

	6
	Vocabulary development
	Can you explain in your own words what the word ‘impressed’ means? 

	6
	Comprehension: synthesising
	Why do you think Seán won the most votes in the election? Compare what he told the class with what John and Katie said they would do.

	6
	Comprehension: synthesising
	Do you think an election is a good way to choose someone for something? Why or why not?


Unit 1b: St Mary’s School – Green and Cool!
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	10
	Comprehension: declunking
	Do you know what a newsletter is? If not, take a closer look at the word. It is made up of the smaller words ‘news’ and ‘letter’. So you can guess that it is a letter giving news about something. 

	10
	Comprehension: predicting/inferring
	What sorts of things do you think the Green Schools Committee has been busy doing?

	10
	Comprehension
	The Green Flag is given to schools that are trying to reduce ‘litter and waste’. Are ‘litter’ and ‘waste’ exactly the same? Can you explain the difference? 




	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	10
	Genre: recount
	Recounts usually tell about events in the order in which they happened. When you read the words ‘First of all…’, you know you are going to find out what happened first. 

	10
	Vocabulary development
	A rota is a kind of list or schedule that tells you which people should do a certain task and when. Why do you think the committee set up a rota for picking up litter?

	10
	Comprehension: inferring
	Why do you think the committee told everyone to use the same lunchbox and bottle every day?

	10
	Comprehension: declunking
	Look at the word ‘photocopy’. It is made up of the words ‘photo’ and ‘copy’. Can you guess what it means?

	10
	Vocabulary development
	What kinds of things does an inspector do? Can you guess what the verb ‘inspect’ means?

	10
	Phonics: soft ‘c’
	Look at the words ‘notices’ and ‘recycling’. Sometimes the letter ‘c’ makes the /s/ sound. 

	10
	Comprehension: making connections
	Do you have a Green Schools Committee in your school? If so, what kind of things does it do?




1st Class Combined:
Unit 2 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	2
	Texts
	Text 2a: A Very Sore Nose
Text 2b: Worst Day EVER at School!

	Theme
	School
	Subtheme
	A bad day at school

	Genre
	Recount
	Book band
	Turquoise

	Phonics focus
	Soft ‘g’ and hard ‘g’
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Making connections, Inferring, Predicting, Visualising, Declunking, Summarising (prompts),
Cause and effect (Combined Reading and Skills Book p. 19)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 2a: Synonyms
Text 2b: Synonyms
	Grammar
	Text 2a: Adjectives
Text 2b: Conjunctions – and, but, or

	Focus words
	Text 2a: activity, gymnastics, wobbly, partner, caught, dangerous, ice pack
Text 2b: alarm, breakfast, porridge, question, accidentally, embarrassment, wrist, sandwiches, gear, worse

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 1st Class Combined Reading and Skills Book (pp. 14–21)
Digital: Unit 2a Grammar activity: Adjectives; Unit 2b Grammar activity: Joining words (Conjunctions)
Phonics printable worksheet – 02. A bad day at school
Below-level printable worksheet – 2a A Very Sore Nose
Above-level printable worksheet – 2a A Very Sore Nose
Below-level printable worksheet – 2b Worst Day EVER at School!
Above-level printable worksheet – 2b Worst Day EVER at School!

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 2: Genre video (Recount)
Unit 2: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 2a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 2b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 2a: Interactive Reader; Unit 2b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 2a: Children use the template on p. 17 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to assist them in planning their own recount on a topic of their choice. (They are given four suggested topics to choose from.)
Unit 2b: Children use the template on p. 21 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to write a recount on their chosen topic, using the plan they completed on p. 17 for support. Some sequencing words are provided to support children in ordering the events of their recount.
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	PE – Gymnastics
SPHE – Myself – Safety and protection
Science – Living things – Myself
Maths – Measures – Time

	Games/Activities
	Play some cooperative games in pairs or in groups. There are some suggestions for cooperative games on the PDST website: http://www.pdst.ie/Cooperative-games
Create simple gymnastics routines using balance and movement.
Move around like an animal of your choice.
Dramatise the events in the stories.
Use freeze frame and conscience alley techniques to explore the feelings of those involved in the stories.
Play a sequencing game using the events in the stories, e.g. the children sit in a circle and retell the stories, one sentence at a time. Each student must use a sequencing word at the start of their sentence.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 17 and 21). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own recount using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their recount to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 2 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts
Conferencing
Teacher observation


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Enjoy engaging with a recount about a bad day at school, using illustrations and text to predict and infer meaning

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print, including full stops, spaces and exclamation marks, and use these to punctuate their reading

	
	LO 4
	Recognise and identify phonemes, onset-rime and syllables in spoken words

	
	LO 5
	Identify a range of high-frequency words (e.g. all, went, that, off) 
Recognise the letter ‘g’ (soft ‘g’) as the sound / j/ (e.g. gymnastics, dangerous)
Use phonic knowledge and a range of word identification strategies with confidence and flexibility while reading

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from a recount about school

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a recount

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand a recount about school
Identify and summarise the main ideas and events in a recount and put them in sequence

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a recount on a bad day at school
Generate and respond to questions on a recount
Make predictions and infer meaning where the relevant information is not explicitly given
Visualise aspects of a recount to facilitate comprehension

	
	LO 10
	Read the two recounts with fluency, phrasing and expression, being particularly aware of full stops and sentence structure, and self-correct independently



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy planning a recount on their own choice of topic

	
	LO 2
	Choose the content and topic for a recount to be shared with others



	Writing outcomes (continued)

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use more sophisticated conventions of print and sentence structure, paying particular attention to conjunctions and adjectives

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words
Use a range of decoding and spelling strategies for unfamiliar words

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a recount

	
	LO 6
	Write for an intended audience, using their recount to share their thoughts, knowledge and experience

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Independently plan and gather information to write a recount on a topic of their choosing
Engage with the writing process to create a recount

	
	LO 8
	Elaborate on the meaning of their own writing and discuss the texts of others


Literacy development prompts
Unit 2a: A Very Sore Nose
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	14
	Comprehension: making connections
	Have you or someone you know ever done gymnastics? What kinds of things do you do in gymnastics?

	14
	Genre: recount
	This text is a recount that tells us about the events in a gymnastics class. As you read, keep an eye out for what happened first, what happened next and what happened in the end. 

	14
	Vocabulary development
	What does the word ‘wobbly’ mean? Can you think of a word that means the opposite of wobbly?

	14
	Vocabulary development
	Can you explain what the word ‘partner’ means? 

	14
	Comprehension: inferring
	Did the author think that helping Jenna do the handstand was dangerous? How do you know?

	14
	Phonics: magic ‘e’
	Look at the word ‘nose’. The letter ‘o’ usually makes the /o/ sound. However, the letter ‘e’ at the end of the word changes /o/ to /oh/. It makes the letter ‘o’ say its name. So we pronounce this word as ‘nose’. 

	14
	Grammar: adjectives
	An adjective is a describing word. The word ‘sore’ is an adjective because it describes how the author’s nose felt. 

	14
	Comprehension: inferring
	Something cold can make the pain of a bruise go away. How do you know this from the text?

	14
	Comprehension: making connections
	Have you ever tried some ‘fancy moves’ that didn’t quite work out? 
What happened?


Unit 2b: Worst Day EVER at School!
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	18
	Comprehension: predicting
	Before you read a text, it’s a good idea to look at the title and illustrations to get a sense of what the text is going to be about. What do you think this text is going to be about? 

	18
	Vocabulary development
	What word means the opposite of ‘worst’?

	18
	Comprehension: visualising
	The author says that she had to ‘grab a banana’ for breakfast. Why do you think she used the word ‘grab’ here? Can you picture how she picked up the banana in your head?

	18
	Comprehension: inferring
	What do you think the author usually did when she arrived at school each morning? Explain why you think that.

	18
	Phonics: /qu/
	Look at the word ‘question’. The letters ‘qu’ together make the /qu/ sound. 
Can you think of any other words with the /qu/ sound?

	18
	Grammar: conjunctions
	Look at the word ‘and’ in this sentence. It is used to join the sentences ‘My wrist hurt’ and ‘I needed an ice pack’. Words like ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘or’ are called joining words.

	18
	Vocabulary development/Comprehension: declunking
	Look at the words ‘lunchtime’ and ‘lunchbox’. They both contain the word ‘lunch’. Sometimes breaking words into smaller words can help you understand what they mean. 

	18
	Vocabulary development
	What other word could the author have used instead of ‘rush’ in this sentence?

	18
	Comprehension: summarising
	Can you summarise this text in a few sentences? What are the key points or events?


1st Class Combined:
Unit 3 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	3
	Texts
	Text 3a: Minibeasts
Text 3b: The Life Cycle of a Butterfly

	Theme
	The world around us
	Subtheme
	Minibeasts

	Genre
	Report
	Book band
	Turquoise

	Phonics focus
	Long ‘a’ sounds
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Determining importance, Inferring, 
Declunking, Making connections, Monitoring comprehension (prompts)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 3a: Using context clues, Compound words
Text 3b: Using context clues, Sequencing
	Grammar
	Text 3a: Verbs – is/are and has/have
Text 3b: Ordinal numbers

	Focus words
	Text 3a: minibeasts, backbone, interesting, slime, insect, odd, skeleton, claws
Text 3b: creatures, life cycle, example, stages, juicy, hatch, caterpillar, attached, pupa

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 1st Class Combined Reading and Skills Book (pp. 22–29)
Digital: Unit 3a Grammar activity: Using is/are and has/have; Unit 3b Grammar activity: Ordinal numbers
Digital: Unit 3b Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 03. Minibeasts
Below-level printable worksheet – 3a Minibeasts
Above-level printable worksheet – 3a Minibeasts
Below-level printable worksheet – 3b The Life Cycle of a Butterfly
Above-level printable worksheet – 3b The Life Cycle of a Butterfly

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 3: Genre video (Report)
Unit 3: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 3a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 3b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 3a: Interactive Reader; Unit 3b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 3a: Guide children in analysing the report genre by completing p. 25 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book based on the Unit 3a report ‘Minibeasts’.
Unit 3b: Use the digital writing display page to model report writing about the crab. The teacher can then use p. 29 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to facilitate shared report writing about the honeybee.

	Cross-curricular links
	Science – Living things – Plants and animals
Geography – Natural environments – The local natural environment
Art – Print
Music – Composing – Improvising and creating
SPHE – Myself – Growing and changing

	Games/Activities
	Listen to the Flight of the Bumblebee by Rimsky-Korsakov. Now compose your own piece using body percussion and other instruments about a minibeast of your choice.
Use paint to create a butterfly print.
Take a trip outside the school and see what minibeasts you can discover.
Read The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle.
Create a wordsearch using the names of minibeasts for a different type of ‘Minibeast Hunt’.
Use photographs to create a timeline of the different stages of the children’s lives – birth, toddler, etc.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book 
pp. 25 and 29). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Think, Pair, Share: Children discuss the important features of a report about a minibeast
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 3 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts
Conferencing
Teacher observation 


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy engaging with a report about minibeasts

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print, including full stops, spaces, question marks and exclamation marks, and use these to punctuate their reading

	
	LO 4
	Recognise and identify phonemes, onset-rime and syllables in spoken words

	
	LO 5
	Identify a range of high-frequency words (e.g. is, are, has, have) 
Recognise the digraphs ‘ai’ and ‘ay’ and the split digraph ‘a_e’ as the long ‘a’ sound.
Use phonic knowledge and a range of word identification strategies with confidence and flexibility while reading

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from a report about minibeasts, including names and technical terms
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including prefixes, suffixes, homonyms, compound and ordinal words

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a report

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand a report about minibeasts
Identify the main ideas and key points in a report and put them in sequence

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a report on minibeasts – connections with their own lives or with another story or report they have read
Generate and respond to questions on a report, inferring meaning where the relevant information is not explicitly given

	
	LO 10
	Read the two reports with fluency, phrasing and expression, being particularly aware of full stops and sentence structure, and self-correct independently



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy participating in shared report writing with and for others

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use more sophisticated conventions of print and sentence structure
Make correct use of ordinal numbers and the verbs is/are and has/have

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words
Use decoding and spelling strategies for unfamiliar words

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a report
Explore the creative and imaginative dimensions of language in their writing – focus on compound and ordinal words



	Writing outcomes (continued)

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Exploring and using
	LO 6
	Write for an intended audience, using their report to share their thoughts, knowledge and experience

	
	LO 7
	Use a range of key questions to provide context and sequence to their report
Engage with the writing process to create a report


Literacy development prompts
Unit 3a: Minibeasts
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	22
	Genre: report
	The title of this text is ‘Minibeasts’. The pictures show photographs of real animals. What kind of text do you think this is?

	22
	Comprehension: determining importance
	What is the main idea of this paragraph?

	22
	Phonics: /ai/
	The letters ‘a’ ‘i’ in the word ‘snail’ make the /ai/ sound. Can you think of other words that contain the /ai/ sound?

	22
	Genre: report
	Is the sentence ‘Spiders can make silk’ a fact or an opinion? Can you make a sentence about spiders that is an opinion?

	22
	Comprehension: inferring
	Why do you think butterflies land and walk on their food before eating it?

	22
	Comprehension: declunking
	The word ‘minibeast’ is a compound word. A compound word is when two words are joined together to make a new word. Can you find another compound word in this paragraph?

	22
	Vocabulary development
	The word ‘odd’ can have different meanings. What do you think it means in this sentence? What other words could the author have used instead?

	22
	Comprehension: making connections
	What minibeasts have you seen in real life? Have you ever held a minibeast in your hand?


Unit 3b: The Life Cycle of a Butterfly
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	26
	Genre: report
	Look at the title. Read the first paragraph. What kind of a text do you think this is? 

	26
	Comprehension: determining importance
	This text is about butterflies. So why does the author mention a cat?

	26
	Grammar: ordinals
	The author uses words like ‘first’ and ‘second’ to tell us about the butterfly’s life cycle. Does this help you understand the information? How? 

	26
	Comprehension: inferring
	Are you surprised that the butterfly can lay so many eggs? How big do you think a butterfly’s eggs are?

	26
	Vocabulary development/monitoring comprehension
	Can you explain what the word ‘hatch’ means? Read the whole paragraph for clues if you’re not sure.

	26
	Vocabulary development
	What is another word that the author could have used instead of ‘attached’?

	26
	Comprehension: inferring
	You might not have seen a pupa in real life before. Look at the picture at the bottom of the page. From the information you’ve read, can you tell which is the pupa?

	26
	Phonics: /ng/
	The letters ‘ng’ together in the word ‘wings’ make the /ng/ sound. Can you think of some other words that contain the /ng/ sound?

	26
	Comprehension: monitoring comprehension
	The word ‘cycle’ is used to describe something that repeats over and over. In the butterfly’s life cycle, what stage comes after the fourth stage? 


1st Class Combined:
Unit 4 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	4
	Texts
	Text 4a: Our Super Star!
Text 4b: Where is Hot and Where is Not?

	Theme
	The world around us
	Subtheme
	The Sun

	Genre
	Report
	Book band
	Turquoise

	Phonics focus
	The digraph ‘th’
	Comprehension 
skills/strategies
	Making connections, Monitoring comprehension, Inferring, Synthesising, Determining importance (prompts)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 4a: Match word to meaning
Text 4b: Synonyms
	Grammar
	Text 4a: ‘I’ and ‘me’, Suffixes -ful and -less
Text 4b: ‘A’ or ‘an’, ‘of’ or ‘off’

	Focus words
	Text 4a: giant, Earth, survive, lifeless, depends, important, nature, crops, shady
Text 4b: desert, least, difficult, abilities, camels, cactus, South Pole, seals, penguins, huddle

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 1st Class Combined Reading and Skills Book (pp. 30–37)
Digital: Unit 4a Grammar activity: Using ‘I’ and ‘me’; Unit 4b Grammar activity: Using ‘a’ or ‘an’ and ‘of’ or ‘off’
Phonics printable worksheet – 04. The Sun 
Below-level printable worksheet – 4a Our Super Star!
Above-level printable worksheet – 4a Our Super Star!
Below-level printable worksheet – 4b Where is Hot and Where is Not?
Above-level printable worksheet – 4b Where is Hot and Where is Not?

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 4: Genre video (Report)
Unit 4: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 4a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 4b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 4a: Interactive Reader; Unit 4b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 4a: Children use the template on p. 33 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to guide them in gathering information and planning a report about spring.
Unit 4b: Children use the template on p. 37 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to write a report about spring, using the plan they completed on p. 33 for support. 
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent report writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	Geography – Natural environments – Planet Earth in space
Geography – Human environments – People and places in other areas
Science – Living things – Plants and animals
Drama – Drama to explore feelings, knowledge and ideas, leading to understanding
PE – Athletics

	Games/Activities
	Create a KWL chart about the Sun, desert and polar regions.
Use a conscience alley activity to explore the decision to move either to a polar or desert region.
Have a ‘Polar Relay Race’: Each team has one coat, a hat, a scarf and gloves – each runner must put on the gear in order to run. They then pass the gear to the next runner (instead of a baton).

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 33 and 37). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own report using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their report about spring to an assessment portfolio
Teacher designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 4 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts
Conferencing
Teacher observation 
Easter Assessment (Termly Assessment 3: Combined Reading and Skills Book Units 1–4). See page 103.
NB: The termly assessments are also available to download at FolensOnline.


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Enjoy engaging with reports about the Sun

	
	LO 2
	Read and talk about text in the report genre for pleasure, interest and the specific purpose of writing a report of their own

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print, including full stops, spaces, question marks and exclamation marks, and use these to punctuate their reading

	
	LO 4
	Recognise and identify phonemes, onset-rime and syllables in spoken words

	
	LO 5
	Identify a range of high-frequency words (e.g. I, me, a, an, of, off) 
Recognise and sound the digraph ‘th’
Use phonic knowledge and a range of word identification strategies with confidence and flexibility while reading

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from a report about the Sun, including names of animals, plants and technical terms
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including prefixes, homonyms and, in particular, suffixes

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a report

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand a report about the Sun
Identify the main ideas and key points in a report, using a graphic organiser

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a report on the Sun – connections with their own lives or with another story or report
Generate and respond to questions on a report, inferring meaning where the relevant information is not explicitly given
Synthesise information in order to give and justify an opinion or hypothesis

	
	LO 10
	Read the two reports with fluency, phrasing and expression, being particularly aware of full stops and sentence structure, and self-correct independently



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy planning a report with and for others

	
	LO 2
	Choose the content for a report to be shared with others



	Writing outcomes (continued)

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use more sophisticated conventions of print and sentence structure, paying particular attention to suffixes and making correct use of I/me, a/an and of/off

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words, as well as making correct use of I/me, 
a/an and of/off
Use decoding and spelling strategies for unfamiliar words

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a report
Explore the creative and imaginative dimensions of language in their writing – focus on suffixes

	Exploring and using
	LO 6
	Write for an intended audience, using their report to share their thoughts, knowledge and experience

	
	LO 7
	Plan and gather information in pairs to write a report
Engage with the writing process to create a report using a range of key questions to provide context and sequence

	
	LO 8
	Elaborate on the meaning of their own report writing and discuss the texts of others


Literacy development prompts
Unit 4a: The Sun
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	30
	Phonics: soft ‘g’
	Look at the word ‘giant’. In this word the letter ‘g’ makes the /j/ sound instead of the /g/ sound. Sometimes this happens when the letter ‘g’ is followed by the letter ‘i’ or ‘e’. Can you think of an animal that starts with the /j/ sound?

	30
	Genre: report
	Read the last three sentences of this paragraph. Are these facts or opinions? What kind of text is this?

	30
	Comprehension: making connections
	What are some plants that we eat for food? 

	30
	Vocabulary development
	Can you explain what the word ‘depends’ means? Can you use it in a sentence to help explain its meaning?

	30
	Comprehension: monitoring comprehension
	What does the author mean by the phrase ‘nature rested’ when the Sun went down?

	30
	Comprehension: inferring
	Why do you think farms grow most of their crops during the spring and summer? 

	30
	Comprehension: making connections
	Have you ever stood in the sunlight on a sunny, summer day? Describe how you felt.

	30
	Vocabulary development
	Look at the word ‘shady’. Can you think of a word that means the opposite of shady? 

	30
	Comprehension: synthesising
	Do you think the Sun is our super star? Why?



Unit 4b: Where is Hot and Where is Not?
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	34
	Genre: report
	Read the title and look at the two pictures on this page. What kind of text do you think this is? 

	34
	Comprehension: inferring
	Why do you think the top and bottom of Earth are covered with snow and ice?

	34
	Comprehension: inferring
	Is water important for living things? How do you know from reading this paragraph?

	34
	Vocabulary development
	Can you explain what the word ‘abilities’ means? Here’s a clue: the first part of the word is similar to the word ‘able’.

	34
	Comprehension: making connections
	Have you ever seen a camel? Do you know any other facts about camels?

	34
	Comprehension: monitoring comprehension
	How is a cactus different from plants that live in Ireland?

	34
	Grammar: a or an
	We use the word ‘a’ before the word ‘freezer’. What word do we use before the word ‘oven’? How can you tell which to use?

	34
	Vocabulary development
	The author says that the penguins ‘huddle’ together. Do you think that this was a good word to use here? Explain your answer.

	34
	Comprehension: synthesising
	Could animals that live in Ireland survive in the desert or South Pole? Why or why not?


1st Class Combined:
Unit 5 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	5
	Texts 
	Texts 5a: ‘When the Giant Comes to Breakfast’/ ‘Recipe for a Hippopotamus Sandwich’
Text 5b: ‘Waiter, There’s a Dog in My Soup’

	Theme
	Food
	Subtheme
	Funny foods

	Genre
	Poetry
	Book band
	Turquoise

	Phonics focus
	The digraph ‘ng’
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Inferring, Visualising, Predicting, Monitoring comprehension, Synthesising, Making connections, Determining importance (prompts)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 5a: Synonyms
Text 5b: Synonyms, antonyms
	Grammar
	Text 5a: Homophones – there/their
Text 5b: Homophones – to/two/too

	Focus words
	Text 5a: spade, marmalade, gulp, mayonnaise, hippopotamus, piece, dash, ought
Text 5b: canine, grubby, sopping, noodles, mumbled, nincompoop, waiter, poodle

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 1st Class Combined Reading and Skills Book (pp. 38–45)
Digital: Unit 5a Grammar activity: Using ‘there’ and ‘their’; Unit 5b Grammar activity: Using ‘to’ and ‘two’
Phonics printable worksheet – 05. Funny foods
Below-level printable worksheet – 5a Food poems (1)
Above-level printable worksheet – 5a Food poems (1)
Below-level printable worksheet – 5b Food poems (2)
Above-level printable worksheet – 5b Food poems (2)

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 5: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 5a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 5b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 5a: Interactive Reader; Unit 5b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 5a: Discuss the features of a cinquain poem using the example at the top of p. 41 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book. The children answer the questions designed to support them writing a cinquain about a teacher at the bottom of the page.
Unit 5b: Children write a cinquain about an animal, using the prompts given on p.45 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book. Then they write a cinquain independently about their favourite person. 
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of p. 45 for the children to self-assess their independent writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	Drama – Drama to explore feelings, knowledge and ideas, leading to understanding
Visual Arts – Drawing
Gaeilge – Labhairt – Ag úsáid teanga
Maths – Data – Representing and interpreting data

	Games/
Activities
	Act out the events in each poem.
Draw a picture of the giant eating his breakfast.
In pairs, create a menu for a restaurant for monsters or giants.
Have a ‘Bricfeasta Gaelach’ in the classroom where the pupils bring in their breakfast to school.
Carry out a class survey to find out the children’s favourite sandwiches. Use simple charts to show the data.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 41 and 45). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own cinquain poem using the traffic-light smiley-face panel
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their cinquain poem to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 5 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts
Conferencing
Teacher observation
Read aloud performance
Discussion and appraisal of each other’s poems


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Enjoy engaging with poems about funny foods

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print, including capital letters, full stops and sentence structure, particularly in relation to poetry

	
	LO 4
	Recognise and identify phonemes, onset-rime and syllables in spoken words, as well as rhyming words

	
	LO 5
	Identify a range of high-frequency homonyms (e.g. there, their, to, two, too) 
Recognise and sound the digraph ‘ng’
Use phonic knowledge and a range of word identification strategies with confidence and flexibility while reading

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from poems about funny foods
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including synonyms, antonyms and homonyms

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a poem, i.e. rhyme, rhythm, alliteration, etc.

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand a poem about funny foods
Identify the main ideas and key points in a poem

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a poem on funny foods
Generate and respond to questions on a poem, inferring meaning where the relevant information is not explicitly given
Visualise aspects of a poem to facilitate comprehension
Synthesise information in order to give and justify an opinion or hypothesis

	
	LO 10
	Read the three poems with good pace, phrasing and expression, being particularly aware of rhyme and rhythm



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy planning a cinquain poem with and for others

	
	LO 2
	Choose the content and topic for a cinquain to be shared with others

	Understanding
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words
Use a range of decoding and spelling strategies for unfamiliar words

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a cinquain
Explore the creative and imaginative dimensions of language in their writing



	Writing outcomes (continued)

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Exploring and using
	LO 6
	Write for an intended audience, using their cinquain to share their thoughts, knowledge and experience

	
	LO 7
	Use a range of key questions to provide context and sequence to their first cinquain
Independently plan and gather information to write a second cinquain on a topic of their choosing


Literacy development prompts
Unit 5a: ‘When the Giant Comes to Breakfast’/‘Recipe for a Hippopotamus Sandwich’
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	38
	Comprehension: inferring
	The title of this poem is ‘When the Giant Comes to Breakfast’. Do you think this poem is about something real that happens?

	38
	Comprehension: inferring
	Why do you think the giant eats cornflakes with a spade?

	38
	Phonological awareness: rhyming words
	Why do you think the author chose ‘marmalade’ for the giant’s toast? Why not jam?

	38
	Comprehension: visualising
	Can you imagine how the giant drank his tea? What word did the author use to help you imagine this?

	38
	Comprehension: predicting
	Have you ever heard of a hippopotamus sandwich before? Do you think the hippopotamus sandwich will be eaten at the end of this poem?

	38
	Comprehension: monitoring comprehension
	This poem is written like a recipe. What are the main ingredients in the recipe?

	38
	Vocabulary development
	The word ‘dash’ can mean different things. Do you know what it means here? What other meanings can it have?

	38
	Comprehension: synthesising
	Why do you think the author wrote this poem? How does it make you feel when you read it?


Unit 5b: ‘Waiter, There’s a Dog in My Soup’
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	42
	Comprehension: inferring
	Read the title of this poem. Do you think the poem is about something that really happened? 

	42
	Vocabulary development
	Have you heard the word ‘canine’ before? It is used when talking about things to do with dogs. 

	42
	Vocabulary development
	Do you know what the word ‘grubby’ means? Can you think of any words that mean the same thing? 

	42
	Genre: poetry 
	This poem is divided into verses. Each verse has four lines. 

	42
	Alliteration 
	What two words have the same beginning sound in this line? Did you notice that the author uses the same trick in the next line too?

	42
	Comprehension: making connections
	Can you find the two rhyming words in this verse?

	42
	Comprehension: making connections
	Did you ever order some food at a restaurant? Describe what happened and how you did it.

	42
	Phonological awareness
	What rhyming words does the author use in this verse?

	42
	Comprehension: determining importance
	Do you know what the word ‘nincompoop’ means? Do you think this was a good word to use here? Why?

	42
	Comprehension: monitoring comprehension
	The author thinks that the waiter did not hear him properly when he ordered his soup. What two words does he think the waiter mixed up? 


1st Class Combined:
Unit 6 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit 
	6
	Texts
	Text 6a: How to Make a Pizza
Text 6b: How to Make Cupcakes

	Theme
	Food
	Subtheme
	Sweet and savoury

	Genre
	Procedure
	Book band
	Turquoise

	Phonics focus
	Blends
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Making connections, Determining importance, Visualising, Monitoring comprehension, Declunking, Prior knowledge, Inferring (prompts)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 6a: Synonyms
Text 6b: Using context clues
	Grammar
	Text 6a: Homophones – would/wood and hear/here
Text 6b: Homophones – know/no and write/right

	Focus words
	Text 6a: ingredients, self-raising, margarine, puree, grated, chopped, sprinkle, slices
Text 6b: chocolate, utensils, gloves, preheat, microwave, drizzle

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 1st Class Combined Reading and Skills Book (pp. 46–53)
Digital: Unit 6a Grammar activity: Homophones; Unit 6b Grammar activity: Homophones
Digital: Unit 6a Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 06. Sweet and savoury
Below-level printable worksheet – 6a How to Make a Pizza
Above-level printable worksheet – 6a How to Make a Pizza
Below-level printable worksheet – 6b How to Make Cupcakes
Above-level printable worksheet – 6b How to Make Cupcakes

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 6: Genre video (Procedure)
Unit 6: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 6a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 6b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 6a: Interactive Reader; Unit 6b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 6a: Discuss the features of a procedure with the children. Consider the items needed to make lemonade with the class and label them on the digital writing display. 
The children can then use p. 49 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to help them plan a procedure on how to make lemonade. Illustrations and command verbs are provided to support them at each step.
Unit 6b: Children use the template on p. 53 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to independently write a procedure for making lemonade using the plan they completed on p. 49 for support. 
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	SPHE – Myself – Taking care of my body – Food and nutrition
Maths – Measures – Weight
Maths – Measures – Time
Science – Materials – Materials and change

	Games/
Activities
	Try out the cupcake recipe at home.
Design a pizza for your best friend’s birthday. What toppings would you choose?
Look at the food pyramid and see where you would place the pizza and cupcakes.
Discuss what is meant by the idea of a ‘balanced diet’.
Keep a food diary for a week.
Play a game of ‘Pass the Pizza’. Start like this: I went to Gino’s Pizza Parlour and I had a pizza with pepperoni… The next player must say the same sentence and add another topping. 

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 49 and 53). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own procedural writing using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their procedure to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 6 texts Sequencing activities – putting the instructions in the correct order, etc.
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts
Conferencing
Teacher observation 


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Enjoy engaging with the recipes and procedural writing

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print in the genre – each new line is a new instruction, etc.

	
	LO 5
	Read the two- and three-letter blends ‘tr, ‘dr’ and ‘spr’
Use phonic knowledge and a range of word identification strategies with confidence and flexibility while reading

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from the two recipes
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including prefixes, suffixes, homonyms and root words

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a recipe

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand the recipes as procedural writing pieces
Identify the main ideas and key points in a piece of procedural writing and put them in sequence

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with other recipes/procedures
Generate and respond to questions on the recipes, inferring meaning where the relevant information is not explicitly given
Visualise steps in a procedure to facilitate comprehension

	
	LO 10
	Read the two recipes with fluency, phrasing and expression, being particularly aware of the style and sentence structure, and self-correct independently



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy independently planning and writing a procedure for how to make lemonade

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use more sophisticated conventions of print and sentence structure, paying particular attention to instructional/command verbs

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words
Use a range of decoding and spelling strategies for unfamiliar words

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a recipe

	
	LO 6
	Use a basic structure appropriate to a procedure, i.e. a title, ingredients and utensils, instructional/command verbs, etc.

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Independently plan and gather information to write a procedure on the topic of making lemonade
Use a range of key questions to provide context and sequence to their procedure


Literacy development prompts
Unit 6a: How to Make a Pizza 
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	46
	Genre: procedure
	The title of this text is ‘How to Make a Pizza’. How can you tell that this is a procedure?

	46
	Genre: procedure
	A recipe is a type of procedure. Procedures often contain a list of things that are needed. In this case, the things that are needed to make the pizza are the ‘Ingredients’. 

	46
	Vocabulary development
	Do you know what ‘purée’ is? This is a French word and can be used to describe mashed-up food. 

	46
	Comprehension: making connections
	Why do you think this step of the procedure says to ask an adult for help?

	46
	Comprehension: determining importance
	Do you think the order of the steps is important? Explain why you think that.

	46
	Comprehension: visualising
	What kind of action is ‘sprinkle’? Show how you sprinkle something. 
Why didn’t the author just say ‘Put the grated cheese on the pizza’?

	46
	Comprehension: monitoring comprehension
	When you see the word ‘finally’ in a procedure, what does this tell you?

	46
	Comprehension: making connections
	Have you ever made pizza? What toppings did you use?


Unit 6b: How to Make Cupcakes
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	50
	Comprehension: determining importance
	The letter ‘g’ after the number 125 means ‘grams’. This tells us the amount of margarine to use. Why is this important?

	50
	Vocabulary development
	Look at the heading ‘Utensils’ and the items listed beneath it. Can you explain what this word means? 

	50
	Comprehension: declunking
	The word ‘preheat’ starts with the prefix ‘pre’. The prefix ‘pre’ means before or beforehand. Can you guess what the word ‘preheat’ means?

	50
	Phonics: /wh/
	The letters ‘wh’ in the word ‘whisk’ make the /wh/ sound. Can you think of some other words that have the /wh/ sound?

	50
	Grammar: verbs 
Genre: procedure
	Look at the first word in steps 1, 2, 3 and 4. What kind of words are these?

	50
	Comprehension: prior knowledge
	Do you know why it says to sieve the flour? 

	50
	Comprehension: monitoring comprehension
	When you put the cupcakes into the oven, will the oven be hot or cold? 

	50
	Comprehension: inferring
	Why should oven gloves be used to remove the cupcakes from the oven?

	50
	Vocabulary development
	What does ‘drizzle’ mean? Could you drizzle chocolate over the cupcakes before it was melted?


1st Class Combined:
Unit 7 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	7
	Texts
	Text 7a: The Great Outdoors
Text 7b: Noises in the Night

	Theme
	Holidays
	Subtheme
	Camping

	Genre
	Narrative
	Book band
	Turquoise

	Phonics focus
	The different sounds of the letter ‘y’
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Predicting, Making connections, Monitoring comprehension, Visualising, Determining importance, Inferring (prompts)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 7a: Using context clues
Text 7b: Using context clues
	Grammar
	Text 7a: Contractions – can’t, don’t
Text 7b: Contractions – isn’t, wasn’t

	Focus words
	Text 7a: adventure, packed, campsite, assemble, trout, marshmallows, toasted, biscuits
Text 7b: strange, rustling, noise, peep, crawled, beady, sparkling, nocturnal

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 1st Class Combined Reading and Skills Book (pp. 54–61)
Digital: Unit 7a Grammar activity: Question words; Unit 7b Grammar activity: Comparatives and superlatives
Digital: Unit 7b Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 07. Camping 
Below-level printable worksheet – 7a The Great Outdoors 
Above-level printable worksheet – 7a The Great Outdoors
Below-level printable worksheet – 7b Noises in the Night
Above-level printable worksheet – 7b Noises in the Night 

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 7: Genre video (Narrative)
Unit 7: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 7a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 7b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 7a: Interactive Reader; Unit 7b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 7a: Children use the template on p. 57 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to analyse the features of the narrative text ‘The Great Outdoors’.
Unit 7b: Use the digital writing display to model writing a narrative about Emma, Ben, Mum and Dad’s trip to the beach using the stimulus images and writing template. The teacher can then use p. 61 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to do shared narrative writing about Emma, Ben and Dad’s fishing trip.

	Cross-curricular links
	Science – Living things – Plants and animals
Geography – Natural environments – The local natural environment
Visual Arts – Painting and colour – Painting
PE – Games – Playground games
PE – Outdoor and adventure activities
Music – Composition

	Games/
Activities
	Explore the local area around the school. Take on an outdoor challenge!
Play a game of ‘The Fox and the Tent’. (What time is it, Mr Wolf? – players must sneak up on the ‘Tent’ without being caught moving.)
Use a disposable BBQ to make s’mores outside.
Host a teddy bears’ picnic.
Paint a night-time scene with stars and nocturnal animals.
Compose some night-time music using a range of instruments and body percussion.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 57 and 61). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Think, Pair, Share: Children discuss the important features of narrative writing
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 7 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation 


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Enjoy engaging with a narrative account about camping

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print, including capital letters, full stops, speech marks, some contractions, and sentence structure

	
	LO 4
	Recognise and identify phonemes, onset-rime and syllables in spoken words

	
	LO 5
	Recognise and sound the letter ‘y’ as both the ‘ee’ and ‘i’ sounds (e.g. bushy, nearby, my) 
Use phonic knowledge and a range of word identification strategies with confidence and flexibility while reading

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from a narrative about camping, including names and technical terms
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including prefixes, suffixes, homonyms and compound words

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a narrative story

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand a narrative about camping
Identify the main ideas and key points in a story

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a story about camping – connections with their own lives or another story
Use context clues such as the title and illustrations to make predictions about the setting for the story
Generate and respond to questions on the stories, inferring meaning where the relevant information is not explicitly given
Visualise some parts of a narrative text to facilitate comprehension

	
	LO 10
	Read the two stories with fluency, phrasing and expression, being aware of speech marks and sentence structure, and self-correct independently 



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy modelled and shared story writing with and for others

	
	LO 2
	Suggest appropriate content and tools when participating in shared writing about camping



	Writing outcomes (continued)

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use more sophisticated conventions of print and sentence structure, paying particular attention to speech marks and contractions

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words, as well as making correct use of can’t, don’t, isn’t and wasn’t
Use decoding and spelling strategies for unfamiliar words

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a story of their own
Explore the creative and imaginative dimensions of language in their writing

	
	LO 6
	Write for an intended audience, using their own narrative to share their thoughts, knowledge and experience

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Collaboratively plan and gather information to write a story about a fishing trip
Use a range of key questions to provide context and sequence to their story


Literacy development prompts
Unit 7a: The Great Outdoors
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	54
	Genre: narrative
Comprehension: predicting
	The title of this story is ‘The Great Outdoors’. Look at the illustrations. What do you think the setting of this story will be?

	54
	Genre: narrative
	Who are the characters in this story?

	54
	Comprehension: making connections
	Have you ever felt scared about something you haven’t done before? Why do you think Emma felt this way?

	54
	Vocabulary development
	Can you explain what the word ‘assemble’ means? What other word or words could the author have used instead?

	54
	Comprehension: monitoring comprehension
	What does the author mean by the phrase ‘get a bite’? How do you think this phrase came to be?

	54
	Vocabulary development
	The word ‘s’mores’ is made from two words. Some of the letters of the first word have been left out. Can you guess what it is? Here’s a hint: what might someone ask for after they’ve eaten something tasty?

	54
	Comprehension: visualising 
	Why do you think the author used the phrase ‘beneath the stars’? Why did he not just say ‘on the ground’?

	54
	Phonics: y as ‘ee’ sound
	The letter ‘y’ can make different sounds. What sound does it make in the word ‘scary’?

	54
	Comprehension: monitoring comprehension
	How did Emma’s feelings about camping change? Explain why you think her feelings changed.


Unit 7b: Noises in the Night
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	58
	Genre: narrative
	Look at the title. Does the title help you to figure out what kind of text this is?

	58
	Phonics: /oi/
	The word ‘noise’ contains the letters ‘oi’. The letters ‘oi’ together make the /oi/ sound. Can you think of other words with this sound?

	58
	Comprehension: determining importance 
	What kind of action is to ‘peep’? Why do you think Ben used this word?

	58
	Comprehension: inferring
	What does a full moon look like? How can you tell this from the text?

	58
	Vocabulary development
	The word ‘beady’ is a describing word. Can you guess what it means? Here’s a hint: it comes from the word ‘bead’ with a ‘y’ added at the end.

	58
	Comprehension: inferring
	Why do you think that the fox went away quickly? 

	58
	Comprehension: visualising
	Can you imagine the hedgehogs walking along? What word did the author use to help you make a picture in your head?

	58
	Comprehension: making connections
	Do you know any other animals that are nocturnal? 

	58
	Grammar: contractions
	The word ‘couldn’t’ is made by joining two words together. Do you know what they are?


1st Class Combined:
Unit 8 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	8
	Texts 
	Text 8a: Our Summer Bucket List
Text 8b: The Circus Comes to Town

	Theme
	Holidays
	Subtheme
	Summer at home

	Genre
	Narrative
	Book band
	Turquoise

	Phonics focus
	Magic ‘e’ revision
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Making connections, Visualising, Inferring, Monitoring comprehension, Synthesising, Declunking (prompts)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 8a: Synonyms
Text 8b: Using context clues
	Grammar
	Text 8a: Revision
Text 8b: Revision

	Focus words
	Text 8a: boring, estate, curb, approached, shrubs, following, freeze
Text 8b: circus, colourful, pretended, clumsy, acrobats, tightrope, trapeze, perform 

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 1st Class Combined Reading and Skills Book (pp. 62–69)
Digital: Unit 8a Grammar activity: Revision; Unit 8b Grammar activity: Revision
Phonics printable worksheet – 08. Summer at home
Below-level printable worksheet – 8a Our Summer Bucket List
Above-level printable worksheet – 8a Our Summer Bucket List
Below-level printable worksheet – 8b The Circus Comes to Town
Above-level printable worksheet – 8b The Circus Comes to Town

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 8: Genre video (Narrative)
Unit 8: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 8a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 8b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 8a: Interactive Reader; Unit 8b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 8a: Children use the template on p. 65 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to plan a story about something that happened during the summer holidays.
Unit 8b: Children use the template on p. 69 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to write their story about something that happened during the summer holidays, using the plan they completed on p. 65 for support. 
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	PE – Games – Playground games
SPHE – Myself and others – My friends and other people
Visual Arts – Painting and colour – Painting
Visual Arts – Construction
History – Change and continuity

	Games/Activities
	Make a bucket list of games that you could play for PE.
Use an old cereal box to create a suggestion box with ideas for wet day activities in it. Decorate the box.
Discuss how Conor and Kate made friends with Carrie. Explore different ways to make new friends – dramatise some of these options.
Ask parents and grandparents about games that they used to play as children. What has changed? What games are still played?
Paint a picture of a colourful clown or the circus tent.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 65 and 69). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own narrative piece using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their story to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 8 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts
Conferencing
Teacher observation 
Summer Assessment (Termly Assessment 4: Combined Reading and Skills Book Units 5–8). 
See page 107. NB: The termly assessments are also available to download at FolensOnline.


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Enjoy engaging with a narrative account about summer at home

	
	LO 2
	Read and talk about text in the narrative genre for pleasure, interest and the specific purpose of writing a story of their own

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print, including capital letters, full stops, speech marks, some conjunctions, and sentence structure

	
	LO 4
	Recognise, identify and play with phonemes, onset-rime and syllables in spoken words

	
	LO 5
	Identify a range of high-frequency words and use context cues to select the appropriate word
Use phonic knowledge and a range of word identification strategies with confidence and flexibility while reading

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from stories about summer at home
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a piece of narrative writing

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]LO 8 
	Read and understand narratives about summer at home
Identify the main ideas and key points in a story and put them in sequence

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a story on summer at home – connections with their own lives or another story
Generate and respond to questions on a story, inferring meaning where the relevant information is not explicitly given
Visualise some parts of a narrative text to facilitate comprehension
Synthesise information in order to give and justify an opinion or hypothesis

	
	LO 10
	Read the two stories with fluency, phrasing and expression, being particularly aware of capital letters, full stops and sentence structure, and self-correct independently



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy independently planning and writing a story about something that happened on your summer holidays

	
	LO 2
	Choose the content for a piece of narrative writing to be shared with others



	Writing outcomes (continued)

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use more sophisticated conventions of print and sentence structure such as basic conjunctions
Use some correct verb forms and begin to use paragraphs

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words, in particular new vocabulary uncovered in the text
Use decoding and spelling strategies for unfamiliar words

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a narrative piece
Explore the creative and imaginative dimensions of language in their writing 

	
	LO 6
	Write for an intended audience, using their narrative to share their thoughts, knowledge and experience

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Independently plan and gather information to write a narrative
Engage with the writing process to create a narrative on the theme of summer at home
Use a range of key questions to provide context and sequence to their story

	
	LO 8
	Elaborate on the meaning of their own story writing and discuss the texts of others


Literacy development prompts
Unit 8a: Our Summer Bucket List
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	62
	Comprehension: making connections
	Do you find the summer holidays long and boring? Why or why not?

	62
	Comprehension: making connections
	Do you know what a ‘curb’ is?

	62
	Comprehension: visualising
	How do you think Kate’s face looked when she spoke to the girl? What word helps you to imagine how she looked?

	62
	Comprehension: inferring
	Do you think Conor was interested in playing games from Carrie’s bucket list? Explain why you think that.

	62
	Phonics: /ee/
	The word ‘seek’ contains the letters ‘e’ ‘e’. The letters ‘ee’ together make the /ee/ sound. Can you think of any words that rhyme with ‘seek’?

	62
	Vocabulary development
	Do you know what ‘shrubs’ are? Can you describe what a shrub looks like?

	62
	Comprehension: monitoring comprehension
	What does the author mean by ‘they had to freeze’? Did the children become very cold?

	62
	Comprehension: synthesising
	Can you explain why it is called a ‘bucket list’? 

	62
	Comprehension: genre
	This story is a narrative text. A narrative text has a plot. A plot is another way of saying the events of the story. What are the events of this story?


Unit 8b: The Circus Comes to Town
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	66
	Phonics: hard /c/ and soft /c/
	The word ‘circus’ contains the letter ‘c’ twice. One makes the soft /c/ sound like the letter ‘s’ and the other makes the hard /c/ sound like the letter ‘k’. Which is which?

	66
	Comprehension: inferring
	Do you think Kate was excited about where she was sitting? Why do you think that?

	66
	Comprehension: declunking
	Do you know why he is called the ‘ringmaster’? Here’s a hint: ‘ringmaster’ is a compound word.

	66
	Grammar: adjectives
	Look at the words ‘silly’, ‘green’, ‘red’ and ‘colourful’. What kind of words are they? Why do you think the author used these words?

	66
	Vocabulary development
	Can you explain what the word ‘clumsy’ means? Can you put it in a sentence to help explain it?

	66
	Comprehension: making connections
	Can you imagine the acrobats performing high up in the air? How would you feel if you were one of them?

	66
	Comprehension: synthesising
	How might the horse have used his hoof to give the answers? 

	66
	Comprehension: inferring
	Did Kate and Conor enjoy the show? How can you tell?

	66
	Comprehension: making connections
	If you were a circus performer, what act would you most like to be in?
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