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Starlight 1st Class: Fortnightly Plans
	

	SEPTEMBER: WEEKS 1 & 2
ORAL LANGUAGE UNIT 1
CORE READER UNIT 1
THEME: MYSELF – MY FAVOURITE ACTIVITIES

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	[bookmark: _Hlk37166005]Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, 
Exploring and Using:  LO7

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	The child should be able to …

Actively listen to and show an interest in new information. (LO1)

Initiate and take turns in conversations on the theme of hobbies.
Work in pairs and groups using gestures, expressions and signs where appropriate.
Use language to work collaboratively with others. (LO3)
	The child should be able to …

Recognise and identify phonemes, onset-rime and syllables in spoken words.
Recognise the silent ‘k’ in the word ‘knees’.
Recognise the r-controlled vowels -ar and -er in the text (hard, park, car, harder, better). (LO4)

Recognise a range of high-frequency words (e.g. all, was, one, day).
Recognise and sound the digraphs ‘ar’ and ‘er’.
Use phonic knowledge and a range of word identification strategies with confidence while reading. (LO5)
	The child should be able to …

Use complete sentences ending in a full stop (Skills Book p. 8).
Use capital letters at the start of a sentence (Skills Book p. 12). (LO3)

Use a series of images as a stimulus to create a recount jointly with the
teacher. (LO7)


	 
Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘Seasons’ by Kerri Ward
	Recount
	Green
	Recount

	Oral Vocabulary
	Vocabulary strategy
	Focus Words 
	Grammar

	Tier 1 examples: park, pond, tennis court, tennis racket, football pitch, soccer, bicycle, cycling, skating/roller blading, guitar, music, gymnastics
Tier 2 examples: hobby, couple, strolling, chatting
	Text 1a: Suffix/inflected ending – -ed
Text 1b: Synonyms and use of context clues

	Text 1a: crowded, catch, behind, soaking, laughed, uncomfortable, clothes, home, lovely
Text 1b: bicycle, small, gleaming, notice, helmet, protected, knees, ached, time
	Text 1a: Sentences
Text 1b: Capital letters at the start of a sentence

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	Text 1a: R-controlled vowels /ar/
Text 1b: R-controlled vowels /er/
	Making connections, Predicting, Inferring, Comparing, Synthesising, Determining importance (Teacher guide prompts), Sequencing, Cause and effect (Skills Book p. 10)
	

	Content
	Content
			Content

	Oral language poster
My favourite activities

Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Categorisation: Whole-class activity
Data chart
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Don’t say yes or no! 

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Digital poster (Activity mode): Guess the activity
Pair interview task
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): Seasons
Acrostic poem
	Core Reader
Unit 1a – A Day in the Park; Unit 1b – My New Bicycle (pp. 4–11)
 
1st Class Skills Book
Comprehension Activities (pp. 6 and 10)
Vocabulary Activities (pp. 7 and 11)

Digital
Digital: Unit 1a Grammar activity: Sentences; Unit 1b Grammar activity: Capital letters at the start of a sentence 
Digital: Unit 1b Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 01. My favourite activities 
Below-level printable worksheet – 1a A Day in the Park 
Above-level printable worksheet – 1a A Day in the Park 
Below-level printable worksheet – 1b My New Bicycle 
Above-level printable worksheet – 1b My New Bicycle
	1st Class Skills Book
Grammar Activities (pp. 8 and 12)
Recount Writing (pp.9 and 13)


	
	Interactive Readers
	

	
	Unit 1: Genre video (Recount)
Unit 1: Comprehension strategy displays 
Unit 1a: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 1b: Vocabulary flashcards
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 1a – A Day in the Park
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 1b – My New Bicycle
	

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core reader.
Please see page 222 of the Teacher’s Guide for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 9 and 13). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Teacher designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 1 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Think, Pair, Share: Children discuss the important features of recount writing

	Integration
	Games/Activities

	Gaeilge – Mé féin
SPHE – Myself – Safety and protection; Myself and others – Myself and my family
PE – Outdoor and adventure – Understanding and appreciation of outdoor adventure activities
SESE – Science – Living things – Plants and animals: Identify a variety of living things found in the pond habitat
	Bingo activity: Children choose five focus words each and write them down. Teacher pulls the words out at random. First to get all five wins.
Play a game of ‘I went to the park and I…’, with each child building on the sentence of the previous child.
Ask the children to draw a picture of their favourite activity in the park and write words or phrases around it, e.g. football, goal, scored, etc.





	SEPTEMBER: WEEKS 3 & 4
ORAL LANGUAGE UNIT 2
CORE READER UNIT 2
THEME: MYSELF – NEW FRIENDS

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	The child should be able to …

Use tenses correctly in more complex sentences.
Use vocabulary and appropriate time connectives when constructing a timeline.
Expand on simple sentence structures to elaborate appropriately.
Use appropriate connectives and conjunctions when adding more information to a simple sentence structure. (LO4)

Ask and respond to a range of questions.
Respond to a series of instructions in order to engage in group activities.
Recall information and retell information elicited from peers. (LO6)
	The child should be able to …

Understand conventions of print, including capital letters, full stops and sentence structure. (LO3)
Acquire new vocabulary from a recount about new friends.
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including antonyms and context clues. (LO6)

	The child should be able to …

Choose the content and topic for a recount to be shared with others. (LO2)
Independently plan and gather information to write a recount on a topic of their choosing.
Engage with the writing process to create a recount. (LO7)


	 
Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘My Brilliant Friend’ by Roger McGough
	Recount
	Green

	Recount

	Oral Vocabulary
	Vocabulary strategy
	Focus Words 
	Grammar

	Tier 1 examples: truck, house, boxes, bicycle, lonely, curious, neighbours, teacher, nervous, friendly, uniform
Tier 2 examples: semi-detached, neighbourhood, commotion, classmates
	Text 2a: Antonyms 
Text 2b: Use of context clues 
	Text 2a: diary, moved, enormous, strange, nervous, glanced, grinning, calm, friend
Text 2b: huge, family, pale, curious, large, brought, joining, guessed, beside, delighted
	Text 2a: Capital letters and full stops
Text 2b: Capital letter for ‘I’

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	Vowel digraphs: ‘ou’ and ‘oo’ (long)
	Self-questioning, Making connections, Synthesising, Inferring, Determining importance (prompts), Sequencing events (Skills Book p. 14),
Understanding characters (Skills Book p. 18)
	

	Content
	Content
			Content

	Oral language poster
New friends

Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Group work: What questions?
Group work: Giving important information
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Who are you? Group and pair work

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion Flyswatter vocabulary game Digital poster (Activity mode): Spot the difference Timeline
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘My brilliant friend’
Descriptive words
	Core Reader
Unit 2a – Moving House; Unit 2b – Shane’s News (pp. 12–19)
 
1st Class Skills Book
Comprehension Activities (pp. 14 and 18)
Vocabulary Activities (pp. 15 and 19)

Digital
Digital: Unit 2a Grammar activity: Capital letters and full stops; Unit 2b Grammar activity: A capital letter for ‘I’
Phonics printable worksheet – 02. New friends 
Below-level printable worksheet – 2a Moving House 
Above-level printable worksheet – 2a Moving House 
Below-level printable worksheet – 2b Shane’s News
Above-level printable worksheet – 2b Shane’s News
	1st Class Skills Book
Grammar Activities (pp. 16 and 20)
Recount Writing (pp. 17 and 21)


	
	Interactive Readers
	

	
	Unit 2: Genre video (Recount)
Unit 2: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 2a: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 2b: Vocabulary flashcards
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 2a – Moving House
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 2b – Shane’s News

	

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core reader.
Please see page 222 of the Teacher’s Guide for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 17 and 21). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Teacher designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 2 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation

	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own recount using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their recount to an assessment portfolio

	Integration
	Games/Activities

	SPHE – Myself and others – My friends and other people
Geography – Human environments – Living in the local community
History – Myself and my family – My family
Drama – Drama to explore feelings, knowledge and ideas
	Create a class timeline of significant events that have occurred in the children’s lives.
Use a drama activity such as a conscience alley or freeze-frame to explore Fionn’s and Shane’s feelings in the stories.
Make a class poster with examples of being a good friend.
Get the children to ‘Move House’ within the classroom, i.e. pack up their books, bags, etc. and move to a new seat. Discuss what challenges they face, what worries they might have, etc.
Draw a map of the route that Shane might take from his old house to his new house.





	OCTOBER: WEEKS 1 & 2
ORAL LANGUAGE UNIT 3
CORE READER UNIT 3
THEME: ANIMALS – PETS

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO7

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	The child should be able to …

Initiate and take turns in conversations on the theme of animals.
Work in pairs/groups using gestures, expressions and signs where appropriate.
Use language to work collaboratively with others.
Communicate effectively with others to elicit information. (LO3)

Use tenses correctly in more complex sentences.
Use vocabulary and appropriate time connectives when constructing a timeline.
Expand on simple sentence structures to elaborate appropriately.
Use appropriate connectives and conjunctions when adding more information to a simple sentence structure. (LO4)
	The child should be able to …

Add to their range of vocabulary from a report about pets
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including the prefix ‘un’, synonyms, antonyms and context clues. (LO6)

Make comparisons about two different types of pet.
Make connections with a report on pets.
Generate and respond to questions on a report. (LO9)

	The child should be able to …

Suggest appropriate content and tools when participating in shared writing, demonstrating an understanding of new vocabulary and an awareness of the grammar focus in this unit. (LO2)

Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words and use a range of spelling strategies to spell unfamiliar words. (LO4)


	 
Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘Charlotte’s Dog’ by Kit Wright
	Report
	Orange

	Report

	Oral Vocabulary
	Vocabulary strategy
	Focus Words 
	Grammar

	Tier 1 examples: pet, dog, cat, hamster, horse, bird, snake, mouse, rabbit, pony, food bowl
Tier 2 examples: unusual, popular, retriever, independent, important, tarantula, attention
	Text 3a: Synonyms, Using context clues
Text 3b: Using context clues, Synonyms 
	Text 3a: popular, curl, cosy, stroked, lizards, wander, chameleons, type, unusual, because, tarantula, easy
Text 3b: exercise, care, regularly, cage, special, wheel, outdoors, graze, stable
	Text 3a: Question marks
Text 3b: Using capital letters and full stops or question marks, writing sentences and questions

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	Magic ‘e’ with ‘a’
	Synthesising, Comparing, Visualising, Fact or opinion, Predicting, Making connections, Inferring, Determining importance (prompts), 
Understanding animal characteristics (Skills Book p. 22), Comparing and contrasting (Skills Book p. 26)
	

	Content
	Content
			Content

	Oral language poster
Pets

Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Who am I?
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Rabbit KWL chart

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion Digital poster (Activity mode): Pick a pet for me!
Oral report
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Charlotte’s Dog’
Our Pet
	Core Reader
Unit 3a – Pets; Unit 3b – Caring for a Pet (pp. 20–27)
 
1st Class Skills Book
Comprehension Activities (pp. 22 and 26)
Vocabulary Activities (pp. 23 and 27)

Digital
Digital: Unit 3a Grammar activity: Question marks; Unit 3b Grammar activity: Using capital letters and full stops or question marks 
Digital: Unit 3b: Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 03. Pets 
Below-level printable worksheet – 3a Pets
Above-level printable worksheet – 3a Pets 
Below-level printable worksheet – 3b Caring for a Pet 
Above-level printable worksheet – 3b Caring for a Pet
	1st Class Skills Book
Grammar Activities (pp. 24 and 28)
Report Writing (pp. 25 and 29)


	
	Interactive Readers
	

	
	Unit 3: Genre video (Report)
Unit 3: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 3a: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 3b: Vocabulary flashcards
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 3a – Pets
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 3b – Caring for a Pet

	

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core reader.
Please see page 222 of the Teacher’s Guide for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 25 and 29). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Teacher designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 3 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Think, Pair, Share: Children discuss the important features of report writing

	Integration
	Games/Activities

	SESE – Living things – Plants and animals
PE – Gymnastics – Movement of animals
Art – Design a home for a pet of your choice
Geography – Environmental awareness and care
Music – Song singing 
	Sing the song ‘The Animals Went in Two by Two’, adding a new animal each time.
With a partner, create a picture/plan of a pets play centre.
Use animal noises to create a musical composition.
In groups, discuss which animal you think makes the best pet and why.
Make a list of all of the pets in the class and get the children to bring in a photo or draw  a picture of their pet.






	OCTOBER: WEEKS 3 & 4
ORAL LANGUAGE UNIT 4
CORE READER UNIT 4
THEME: ANIMALS – AMAZING ANIMALS

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO7

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	The child should be able to …

Acquire and understand new vocabulary and phrases from a factual oral text about animals.
Understand and use nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs to describe animals (e.g. tiger, striped, roar, quickly).
Understand and use specific language for spatial and location contexts (e.g. up in the tree, on a branch, in the sea).  (LO5)

Deliver an oral report on their favourite animal.
Give instructions on how to draw an animal.
Justify their response to a question. (LO11)
	The child should be able to …

Enjoy engaging with a report about animals. (LO1)

Read and understand a report about animals.
Identify the main ideas and key points in a report and determine their importance. (LO8)

	The child should be able to …

Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling.
Spell high-frequency and familiar words. (LO4)

Independently plan and gather information to write a report about bats.
Engage with the writing process to create a report about bats. (LO7)


	 
Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘Eletelephony’ by Laura Elizabeth Richards
	Report
	Orange

	Report

	Oral Vocabulary
	Vocabulary strategy
	Focus Words 
	Grammar

	Tier 1 examples: cheetah, giraffe, tortoise
Tier 2 examples: unique, ability, species, echolocation, predator, prey
	Text 4a: Inflected endings ( est)
Text 4b: Inflected endings ( ing)
	Text 4a: amazing, cheetah, metres, peregrine falcon, sail fish, elephant, weigh, anaconda, whole, giant tortoise
Text 4b: giraffes, world, reach, high, tongue, kilograms, tired, hour, groups, tower
	Text 4a: Exclamation marks
Text 4b: Full stops, question marks, exclamation marks

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	R-controlled vowels (er) 
(e.g. quicker, faster, water, smaller)
The digraph ‘ch’
	Determining importance, Making connections, Clarifying, Visualising, Making comparisons, Self-questioning (prompts), Fact or opinion (Skills Book p. 30)
	

	Content
	Content
			Content

	Oral language poster
Amazing animals

Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Pair talking task: Guess the animal
Lesson 2
Digital poster: Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Absurdity activities
Group and pair work: Draw the animal

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Activity mode): Who am I?
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Oral report
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Eletelephony’
Rhyming words
	Core Reader
Unit 4a – Animals are Amazing!; Unit 4b – The Incredible Giraffe (pp. 28–35)
 
1st Class Skills Book
Comprehension Activities (pp. 30 and 34)
Vocabulary Activities (pp. 31 and 35)

Digital
Digital: Unit 4a Grammar activity: Exclamation marks; Unit 4b Grammar activity: End punctuation review
Phonics printable worksheet – 04. Amazing animals
Below-level printable worksheet – 4a Animals are Amazing!
Above-level printable worksheet – 4a Animals are Amazing!
Below-level printable worksheet – 4b The Incredible Giraffe
Above-level printable worksheet – 4b The Incredible Giraffe
	1st Class Skills Book
Grammar Activities (pp. 32 and 36)
Report Writing (pp. 33 and 37)


	
	Interactive Readers
	

	
	Unit 4: Genre video (Report)
Unit 4: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 4a: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 4b: Vocabulary flashcards
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 4a – Animals are Amazing!
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 4b – The Incredible Giraffe

	

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core reader.
Please see page 222 of the Teacher’s Guide for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 33 and 37). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Teacher designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 4 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation
Halloween Assessment (Termly Assessment 1: Core Reader Units 1–4). See page 95.
NB: The termly assessments are also available to download at FolensOnline
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own report using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their report to an assessment portfolio

	Integration
	Games/Activities

	SESE – Living things – Plants and animals
Maths – Measures – Metres/kilograms/kilometres
PE – Gymnastics – Animal movements 
	Read the story Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae.
Play ‘Who Am I?’, using animals from Text 4a.
Ask the children to draw a picture of their favourite amazing animal and write words or phrases around it. For example, if they draw a cheetah, they write the words ‘spotted’ or ‘really fast’ around it.
Create printouts of the focus words and put them in a hat. Children take turns to pick a word and put it in a sentence.






	NOVEMBER: WEEKS 1 & 2
ORAL LANGUAGE UNIT 5
CORE READER UNIT 5
THEME: WORK – ANIMALS AT WORK

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO7

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	The child should be able to …

Acquire and understand new vocabulary and phrases from an oral text on working animals, and from a video on therapy animals. 
Understand and use nouns, adjectives and verbs correctly when speaking.
Identify synonyms and antonyms of target words.
Describe how working animals can help us, using topic-appropriate vocabulary. (LO5)

Ask and respond to a range of questions about working animals.
Respond to a series of instructions in order to engage in group and class activities.
Understand and identify statements which are incorrect and offer correct statements. (LO6)
	The child should be able to …

Recognise a range of high-frequency words (e.g. to, be, me, went).
Identify and recognise a range of compound words.
Identify and provide alternatives for a range of synonyms.
Recognise and sound the digraph ‘ee’.
Recognise that the letter ‘y’ can make the ‘ee’ sound. (LO5)

Read the stories with good pace, phrasing, decoding and expression. (LO10)

	The child should be able to …

Use a more sophisticated sentence structure with connectives and a wide range of verbs in their shared story-writing. (LO3)

Engage with the writing process to create a story whether writing collaboratively or independently. (LO7)


	 
Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘Eight Tentacles’ by Julia Donaldson
	Narrative
	Orange

	Narrative

	Oral Vocabulary
	Vocabulary strategy
	Focus Words 
	Grammar

	Tier 1 examples: perform, skills, safe, sniffing, cities, strong, tourists, largest, helpful
Tier 2 examples: herding, powerful, oxen, ploughs, pigeons, carrier, homing
	Text 5a: Compound words 
Text 5b: Using context clues, Words instead of ‘said’ 
	Text 5a: grasshopper, afternoon, favourite, field, weekend, frown, gathering, hungry, January, starving, listening, lazy
Text 5b: decided, asked, wheat, mill, grind, flour, answered, replied, exhausted, bread, gobbled
	Text 5a: Capital letters – days and months
Text 5b: Capital letters – names and places

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	The long vowel ‘ee’
	Inferring, Comparing, Determining importance, Predicting, Synthesising, Making connections (prompts), 
Visualising (Skills Book p. 38), Recognising characters (Skills Book p. 42)
	

	Content
	Content
			Content

	Oral language poster
Animals at work

Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Group activity: Animal commands
Homework activity
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Don’t say yes or no!

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice
questions
Think, pair, share: Therapy animals
Pair work: Animal narratives
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Eight Tentacles’
The right animal for the job
	Core Reader
Unit 5a – The Ant and the Grasshopper; Unit 5b – The Little Red Hen (pp. 36–43)
 
1st Class Skills Book
Comprehension Activities (pp. 38 and 42)
Vocabulary Activities (pp. 39 and 43)

Digital
Digital: Unit 5a Grammar activity: Capital letters (days and months); Unit 5b Grammar activity: Capital letters (names and places)
Digital: Unit 5b: Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 05. Animals at work 
Below-level printable worksheet – 5a The Ant and the Grasshopper
Above-level printable worksheet – 5a The Ant and the Grasshopper
Below-level printable worksheet – 5b The Little Red Hen
Above-level printable worksheet – 5b The Little Red Hen
	1st Class Skills Book
Grammar Activities (pp. 40 and 44)
Narrative Writing (pp. 41 and 45)


	
	Interactive Readers
	

	
	Unit 5: Genre video (Narrative)
Unit 5: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 5a: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 5b: Vocabulary flashcards
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 5a – The Ant and the Grasshopper
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 5b – The Little Red Hen

	

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core reader.
Please see page 222 of the Teacher’s Guide for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 41 and 45). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Teacher designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 5 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation

	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Think, Pair, Share: Children discuss the important features of narrative writing

	Integration
	Games/Activities

	Drama – Drama to explore feelings, knowledge and ideas, leading to understanding – Exploring and making drama
SPHE – Myself and others – Discuss the morals of the stories
Visual Arts – Drawing
Gaeilge – Frása – Tá cabhair uaim a mhúinteoir
	Have the children dramatise the events in both stories – pause to explore the feelings of the various characters.
Ask the children to sketch their favourite characters from the stories.
Discuss the endings of both stories – compare the attitude of the ant and the hen at the end. Which would you be?
Place the highlighted words in different parts of the classroom. In groups, the children choose a word from a hat and must guide one of their classmates to the correct word by giving instructions, e.g. turn left, move forward three steps.





	NOVEMBER: WEEKS 3 & 4
ORAL LANGUAGE UNIT 6
CORE READER UNIT 6
THEME: WORK – PEOPLE THAT HELP US

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO7

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	The child should be able to …

Name and categorise different words associated with ambulances and fire engines.
Name and categorise words according to their properties, e.g. synonyms, antonyms. (LO8)

Give a detailed description of a picture using appropriate language and descriptions.
Justify their response to a question.
Relay new information in a coherent and cohesive manner. (LO11)
	The child should be able to …

Play with and recognise sounds such as syllables, rhyme, onset-rime and phonemes in spoken words.
Recognises that some words contain silent sounds (e.g. knee). (LO4)

Make connections with a story about people who help us.
Generate and respond to questions on the stories.
Use clues such as illustrations and the title to make predictions about the stories. (LO9)

	The child should be able to …

Choose the content of their own writing for sharing with others. (LO2)

Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a narrative. (LO5)


	 
Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘Battling Fire’ by Mary E. Cronin
	Narrative
	Orange

	Narrative

	Oral Vocabulary
	Vocabulary strategy
	Focus Words 
	Grammar

	Tier 1 examples: ambulance, equipment, first aid kit, trolley, firefighter, fi re truck, hose, ladder, helmets
Tier 2 examples: equipment, stretcher, fi re extinguisher, stethoscope, paramedic
	Text 6a: Synonyms, Antonyms 
Text 6b: Synonyms, Creating a semantic map (word web)
	Text 6a: early, excited, straight, stairs, tumbled, pain, hospital, ambulance, stretcher, sobbed, sprained 
Text 6b: holidays, doorbell, cousins, flickering, bright, terrible, fire brigade, firefighters, hose, flames, damage
	Text 6a: Capital letters – special occasions
Text 6b: Capital letters review

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	Long ‘a’ sound (‘ai’ and ‘ay’)
The silent ‘k’ also appears in this unit
	Making predictions, Making connections, Determining importance, Synthesising, Inferring (prompts), Story structure – beginning, middle and end (Skills Book  p. 46)
	

	Content
	Content
			Content

	Oral language poster
People that help us

Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
What’s wrong?
Group activity: Emergency incident
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Pair task: Interview

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and
discussion/vocabulary
Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity
Group activity: Can you help me?
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Battling Fire’
Sound poems
	Core Reader
Unit 6a – A Christmas Accident; Unit 6b – Sam Saves the Day (pp. 44–51)
 
1st Class Skills Book
Comprehension Activities (pp. 46 and 50)
Vocabulary Activities (pp. 47 and 51)

Digital
Digital: Unit 6a Grammar activity: Capital letters (special occasions); Unit 6b Grammar activity: Capital letters (review)
Phonics printable worksheet – 06. People that help us 
Below-level printable worksheet – 6a A Christmas Accident
Above-level printable worksheet – 6a A Christmas Accident
Below-level printable worksheet – 6b Sam Saves the Day
Above-level printable worksheet – 6b Sam Saves the Day
	1st Class Skills Book
Grammar Activities (pp. 48 and 12)
Narrative Writing (pp. 49 and 53)


	
	Interactive Readers
	

	
	Unit 6: Genre video (Narrative)
Unit 6: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 6a: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 6b: Vocabulary flashcards
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 6a – A Christmas Accident
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 6b – Sam Saves the Day

	

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core reader.
Please see page 222 of the Teacher’s Guide for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 49 and 53). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Teacher designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 6 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation

	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own narrative using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their narrative to an assessment portfolio

	Integration
	Games/Activities

	SPHE – Myself – Safety and protection
SPHE – Myself and others – My friends and other people
SESE Science – Living things – Myself
SESE Science – Energy and forces – Electricity 
	Role-play a visit to the doctor’s surgery in pairs/small groups.
Visit www.firesafety4kids.ie and discuss how we can all be safer around fire.
Have a fire safety poster competition.
Use the new words found in the stories to create a word search for the children.
Listen to the fire safety song: Search for ‘Fire Safety Video for Kids with SteveSongs & Sparky the Fire Dog’ on YouTube.






	DECEMBER: WEEKS 1 & 2
ORAL LANGUAGE UNIT 7
CORE READER UNIT 7
THEME: SPECIAL OCCASIONS – CHRISTMAS

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	The child should be able to …

Ask and respond to a range of questions about Christmas.
Respond to a series of instructions in order to identify correct pictures or words. (LO6)

Listen and respond to the poem ‘Christmas Morning’ and explore the creative aspects of language. (LO10)


	The child should be able to …

Acquire new vocabulary from the procedural writing texts about Christmas activities
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including homonyms, compound words and synonyms.
Demonstrate the various action words. (LO6)

Read and follow the instructions in a procedural writing text.
Identify the main ideas and key points in a procedural writing piece and order them in sequence. (LO8)

	The child should be able to …

Use more sophisticated syntax and conventions of print to give more explicit and detailed instructions in their procedural writing. (LO3)

Explain the intent of their own writing and discuss the work of their peers to establish the meaning of each instruction. (LO8)


	 
Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘Christmas morning’ by Peter Thabit Jones
	Procedure
	Orange

	Procedure

	Oral Vocabulary
	Vocabulary strategy
	Focus Words 
	Grammar

	Tier 1 examples: Christmas tree, lights, camera, presents, bicycle, roller skates, pyjamas, slippers
Tier 2 examples: fi replace, excitement, delighted, festive, dishevelled
	Text 7a: Using context clues, Synonyms
Text 7b: Command verbs (for a recipe)
	Text 7a: decorate, glitter, bowl, stir, knead, dough, decorations, ornaments
Text 7b: baking powder, syrup, yolk, ginger, icing, cookie cutters, instructions, sieve, minutes, cooled
	Text 7a: Plurals (adding ‘s’)
Text 7b: Plurals (adding ‘es’)

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	Magic ‘e’ with ‘o’
Magic ‘e’ with ‘u’
Long ‘e’ alternative ‘ea’
	Determining importance, Scanning text, Synthesising, Making predictions, Inferring, Making connections (prompts), Sequencing (Skills Book p. 54)
	

	Content
	Content
			Content

	Oral language poster
Christmas

Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Pair talking task: Matching pairs
Lesson 2
Digital poster: Recap Digital poster (Question mode) Vocabulary development 10/20 questions

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice
questions
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and
discussion
Oral role play
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Christmas
Morning’
Group pair task: Text innovation (development
of vocabulary)
	Core Reader
Unit 7a – How to Make Salt Dough Christmas Decorations; Unit 7b – How to Make Gingerbread Men Christmas Cookies (pp. 52–59)
 
1st Class Skills Book
Comprehension Activities (pp. 54 and 58)
Vocabulary Activities (pp. 55 and 59)

Digital
Digital: Unit 7a Grammar activity: Plurals (adding ‘s’); Unit 7b Grammar activity: Plurals (adding ‘es’)
Digital: Unit 7a Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 07. Christmas 
Below-level printable worksheet – 7a How to Make Salt Dough Christmas Decorations 
Above-level printable worksheet – 7a How to Make Salt Dough Christmas Decorations
Below-level printable worksheet – 7b How to Make Gingerbread Men Christmas Cookies
Above-level printable worksheet – 7b How to Make Gingerbread Men Christmas Cookies
	1st Class Skills Book
Grammar Activities (pp. 56 and 60)
Procedure Writing (pp. 57 and 61)


	
	Interactive Readers
	

	
	Unit 7: Genre video (Procedure)
Unit 7: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 7a: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 7b: Vocabulary flashcards
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 7a – How to Make Salt Dough Christmas Decorations
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 7b – How to Make Gingerbread Men Christmas Cookies

	

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core reader.
Please see page 222 of the Teacher’s Guide for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 57 and 61). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Teacher designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 7 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation

	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own procedural writing using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their procedural piece to an assessment portfolio

	Integration
	Games/Activities

	Visual Arts – Painting and colour, Drawing, Making constructions
SESE Science – Materials – Materials and change
Gaeilge – Bia 
	Read the story of the ‘Gingerbread Man’.
Create an outfit for a gingerbread person.
Watch an episode of Bia Linn from TG4.
Play a game of ‘Guess the Ingredient’ using the ingredients listed in both recipes and a covered box. Feel inside the box and describe what the ingredient feels like to the class.






	JANUARY: WEEKS 1 & 2
ORAL LANGUAGE UNIT 8
CORE READER UNIT 8
THEME: SPECIAL OCCASIONS – OCCASIONS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	The child should be able to …

Initiate and take turns in conversations on the theme of special occasions.
Work in pairs/groups using gestures, expressions and signs, showing an awareness of audience. 
Use text-specific language to work collaboratively with others on a range of activities. (LO3)

Recite a poem using appropriate actions, sound effects and mime to elaborate and convey meaning.
Retell and organise facts on a new topic. (LO9)
	The child should be able to …

Recognise a range of high-frequency words (e.g. will, walk, on, then, down, etc.)
Read words with the split diagraph i_e. (LO5)

Make connections with these poems and other poems or occasions in their own lives
Generate and respond to questions about the two poems.
Use a range of comprehension strategies to engage with the poems. (LO9)

	The child should be able to …

Choose appropriate content and topics for writing their own kenning for sharing with others. (LO2)

Independently plan and gather information to write a kenning
Engage with the writing process to create a kenning. (LO7)


	 
Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘Fireworks’ by Gareth Lancaster
	Poetry
	Orange

	Poetry

	Oral Vocabulary
	Vocabulary strategy
	Focus Words 
	Grammar

	Tier 1 examples: special occasions, celebrated, fireworks, colourful, parades, crowds, floats, spooky, pumpkin, wonderful
Tier 2 examples: Eid-al-Fitr, Ramadan, zombies, festival, midnight
	Text 8a: Synonyms, Using context clues
Text 8b: Using context clues, Rhyming words, Synonyms, Words that refer to a specific number – both, couple, dozen (prompts only)
	Text 8a: anew, through, invisible, waterfalls, elastic, shrink, liquid, aliens, galore, distant, dinosaur, wondrous
Text 8b: bought, chocolate hearts, delicious, couple, dozen, nibbled, knew, guilty, stuffed
	Text 8a: Editing (Grammar revision)
Text 8b: Questioning, Editing (Grammar revision)

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	Magic ‘e’ with ‘i’
Magic ‘e’ with ‘e’
	Summarising, Determining importance, Inferring, Self-questioning, Scanning the text, Making predictions (prompts), Visualising (Skills Book pp. 62 and 66)
	

	Content
	Content
			Content

	Oral language poster
Occasions throughout the year

Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Group activity: Recall of facts
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Draw, colour and describe
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
KWL chart: Eid al-Fitr

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and
discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Which holiday?
Oral report: Special occasions
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Fireworks’
Act it out!
	Core Reader
Unit 8a – ‘Hooray! Hooray! It’s New Year’s Day!’; Unit 8b – ‘Mother’s Chocolate Valentine’ (pp. 60–63)
 
1st Class Skills Book
Comprehension Activities (pp. 62 and 66)
Vocabulary Activities (pp. 63 and 67)

Digital
Digital: Unit 8a Grammar activity: Grammar revision; Unit 8b Grammar activity: Grammar revision
Phonics printable worksheet – 08. Occasions throughout the year
Below-level printable worksheet – 8a Special occasion poems (1)
Above-level printable worksheet – 8a Special occasion poems (1)
Below-level printable worksheet – 8a Special occasion poems (2)
Above-level printable worksheet – 8a Special occasion poems (2)
	1st Class Skills Book
Grammar Activities (pp. 64 and 68)
Poetry Writing (pp. 65 and 69)


	
	Interactive Readers
	

	
	[Query: No Genre video here?]
Unit 8: Comprehension strategy displays 
Unit 8a: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 8b: Vocabulary flashcards
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 8a – ‘Hooray! Hooray! It’s New Year’s Day!’
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 8b – ‘Mother’s Chocolate Valentine’
	

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core reader.
Please see page 222 of the Teacher’s Guide for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 65 and 69). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Teacher designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 8 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation
Read aloud performance
Christmas Assessment (Termly Assessment 2: Core Reader Units 5–8). See page 99. NB: The termly assessments are also available to download at FolensOnline
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own poetry using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their poem an assessment portfolio

	Integration
	Games/Activities

	SESE History – Myself and my family – Feasts and festivals in the past
Maths – Measures – Time – The calendar
SPHE – Myself – Taking care of my body – Food and nutrition
Visual Arts – Drawing – Making drawings
	Choose your favourite thing that the boy says he’s going to do from the New Year’s Day poem and draw a picture.
Make a class calendar filling in all of the major feast days and birthdays of children in the class.
Perform each of the poems in a funny voice, a scary voice and a sad voice. Try some more silly voices.
In pairs, make up actions to go with the poems.





	JANUARY: WEEKS 3 & 4
ORAL LANGUAGE UNIT 9
COMBINED READING AND SKILLS BOOK UNIT 1
THEME: SCHOOL – GREEN SCHOOLS

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	The child should be able to …

Use language confidently to refer to their own and other people’s thoughts.
Use open and closed questions and elaborate on answers.
Use ‘wh’ questions and answer them appropriately. (LO7)

Explain and justify answers to questions.
Create and tell an oral recount.
Deliver an oral interview with a worm. (LO11)


	The child should be able to …

Understand conventions of print, including capital letters, full stops and sentence structure. (LO3)

Read the two recounts with good pace, phrasing and expression, being aware of full stops and sentence structure. (LO10)

	The child should be able to …

Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling.
Spell high-frequency and familiar words.
Use a range of decoding and spelling strategies for unfamiliar words.
Use a range of key questions to provide context and sequence to their recount. (LO4)

Write for an intended audience, using their recount to share their thoughts, knowledge and experience. (LO6)

	 
Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘The Worm’ by Ralph Bergengren
	Recount
	Orange

	Recount

	Oral Vocabulary
	Vocabulary strategy
	Focus Words 
	Grammar

	Tier 1 examples: Green school, fountain, worms, vegetable patch/peels, award, litter, rubber gloves
Tier 2 examples: reduce, reuse, recycle, grounds, attend, litter picker, renewed, enrich, blossom, shade, shelter, compost, combat, organic waste, conserve, mural
	Text 1a: Using context clues
Text 1b: Using context clues 
	Text 1a: election, committee, compost bin, design, reduce, reuse, recycle, impressed, earn
Text 1b: rota, office, photocopy, inspector, effort, award
	Text 1a: Nouns
Text 1b: Verbs

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	Soft ‘c’ and hard ‘c’
	Clarifying, Synthesising, Declunking, Predicting, Inferring, Making connections (prompts)
	

	Content
	Content
			Content

	Oral language poster
Green schools

Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Who says?
Pair talking task: Role-play
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Expanding
sentences
Digital poster (Activity mode): Which bin?
Oral recount: Litterbug
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘The Worm’
Interview with a worm
	Combined Reading and Skills Book
Unit 1a – Green Schools Election; Unit 1b – St Mary’s School – Green and Cool! (pp. 6–13)
 
Comprehension and Vocabulary Activities (pp. 7 and 11)

Digital
Digital: Unit 1a Grammar activity: Nouns; Unit 1b Grammar activity: Verbs
Digital: Unit 1b Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 01. Green schools
Below-level printable worksheet – 1a Green Schools Election
Above-level printable worksheet – 1a Green Schools Election
Below-level printable worksheet – 1b St Mary’s School – Green and Cool!
Above-level printable worksheet – 1b St Mary’s School – Green and Cool!
	1st Class Skills Book
Grammar Activities (pp. 8 and 12)
Recount Writing (pp. 9 and 13)


	
	Interactive Readers
	

	
	Unit 1: Genre video (Recount)
Unit 1: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 1a: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 1b: Vocabulary flashcards
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 1a – Green Schools Election
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 1b – St. Mary’s School – Green and Cool!
	

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core reader.
Please see page 222 of the Teacher’s Guide for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 9 and 13). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Teacher designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 1 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Think, Pair, Share: Children discuss the important features of recount writing

	Integration
	Games/Activities

	Visual Arts – Paint and colour – Painting 
Visual Arts – Paint and colour – Looking and responding
Science – Environmental awareness and care – Caring for my locality
SPHE – Myself and the wider world – Developing citizenship
Drama – Drama to explore feelings, knowledge and ideas, leading to understanding
	Have the class design and make a poster with the theme of ‘Reduce, Reuse, Recycle’.
Make a list of the things that we can do to help to care for the local environment.
Divide the class into groups and create a drama about protecting the environment.
Assign ‘click teams’ to turn off the lights in the classroom and promote green thinking.
Create a nature table with examples of plants and trees from the local area.






	FEBRUARY: WEEKS 1 & 2
ORAL LANGUAGE UNIT 10
COMBINED READING AND SKILLS BOOK UNIT 2
THEME: SCHOOL – A BAD DAY AT SCHOOL

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6 
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	The child should be able to …

Listen to new information. (LO1)

Retell a story, explaining events and outcomes.
Name and describe a problem in a story.
Sequence events of their own story in the correct order. (LO10)


	The child should be able to …

Enjoy engaging with a recount about a bad day at school, using illustrations and text to predict and infer meaning. (LO1)

Read and understand a recount about school.
Identify and summarise the main ideas and events in a recount and put them in sequence. (LO8)

	The child should be able to …

Use more sophisticated conventions of print and sentence structure, paying particular attention to conjunctions and adjectives. (LO3)

Independently plan and gather information to write a recount on a topic of their choosing.
Engage with the writing process to create a recount. (LO7)

	 
Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘Ben’ by Colin West
	Recount
	Turquoise

	Recount

	Oral Vocabulary
	Vocabulary strategy
	Focus Words 
	Grammar

	Tier 1 examples: Lego, bedroom, cereal box, porridge, whiteboard
Tier 2 examples: howled, injured, embarrassed, retrieved, soggy
	Text 2a: Synonyms
Text 2b: Synonyms 
	Text 2a: activity, gymnastics, wobbly, partner, caught, dangerous, ice pack
Text 2b: alarm, breakfast, porridge, question, accidentally, embarrassment, wrist, sandwiches, gear, worse
	Text 2a: Adjectives
Text 2b: Conjunctions – and, but, or

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	Soft ‘g’ and hard ‘g’
	Making connections, Inferring, Predicting, Visualising, Declunking, Summarising (prompts),
Cause and effect (Combined Reading and Skills Book p. 19)
	

	Content
	Content
			Content

	Oral language poster
A bad day at school

Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Pair interview task: Interview Jack
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Group activity: My day

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion Digital poster (Activity mode): Guess which picture
Pair talking task: My great day
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Ben’
Rhyming pairs
	Combined Reading and Skills Book
Unit 2a – A Very Sore Nose; Unit 2b – Worst Day EVER at School! (pp. 14–21)
 
Comprehension and Vocabulary Activities (pp. 15 and 19)

Digital
Digital: Unit 2a Grammar activity: Adjectives; Unit 2b Grammar activity: Joining words (Conjunctions)
Phonics printable worksheet – 02. A bad day at school
Below-level printable worksheet – 2a A Very Sore Nose
Above-level printable worksheet – 2a A Very Sore Nose
Below-level printable worksheet – 2b Worst Day EVER at School!
Above-level printable worksheet – 2b Worst Day EVER at School!
	1st Class Skills Book
Grammar Activities (pp. 16 and 20)
Recount Writing (pp. 17 and 21)


	
	Interactive Readers
	

	
	Unit 2: Genre video (Recount)
Unit 2: Comprehension strategy displays 
Unit 2a: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 2b: Vocabulary flashcards
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 2a – A Very Sore Nose
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 2b – Worst Day EVER at School!
	

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core reader.
Please see page 222 of the Teacher’s Guide for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 17 and 21). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Teacher designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 2 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own recount using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their recount to an assessment portfolio

	Integration
	Games/Activities

	PE – Gymnastics
SPHE – Myself – Safety and protection
Science – Living things – Myself
Maths – Measures – Time 
	Play some cooperative games in pairs or in groups. There are some suggestions for cooperative games on the PDST website: http://www.pdst.ie/Cooperative-games
Create simple gymnastics routines using balance and movement.
Move around like an animal of your choice.
Dramatise the events in the stories.
Use freeze frame and conscience alley techniques to explore the feelings of those involved in the stories.
Play a sequencing game using the events in the stories, e.g. the children sit in a circle and retell the stories, one sentence at a time. Each student must use a sequencing word at the start of their sentence.





	FEBRUARY: WEEKS 3 & 4
ORAL LANGUAGE UNIT 11
COMBINED READING AND SKILLS BOOK UNIT 3
THEME: THE WORLD AROUND US – MINIBEASTS

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	The child should be able to …

Use tenses correctly in more complex sentences.
Use plurals correctly in a sentence.
Understand and use topic-specific language in interactions with others. (LO4)

Describe and explain actions and events.
Give reasons for a predicted outcome. (LO12)


	The child should be able to …

Identify a range of high-frequency words (e.g. is, are, has, have).
Recognise the digraphs ‘ai’ and ‘ay’ and the split digraph ‘a_e’ as the long ‘a’ sound.
Use phonic knowledge and a range of word identification strategies with confidence and flexibility while reading. (LO5)

Acquire new vocabulary from a report about minibeasts, including names and technical terms.
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including prefixes, suffixes, homonyms, compound and ordinal words. (LO6)

	The child should be able to …

Enjoy participating in shared report writing with and for others. (LO1)

Use a range of key questions to provide context and sequence to their report.
Engage with the writing process to create a report. (LO7)


	 
Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘Upside Down’ by Aileen Fisher
	Report
	Turquoise

	Report

	Oral Vocabulary
	Vocabulary strategy
	Focus Words 
	Grammar

	Tier 1 examples: minibeast, poisonous, pests, fascinating, crawl, protected, stems, colony, continent, vegetable
Tier 2 examples: arachnid, paralyse, transformation
	Text 3a: Using context clues, Compound words
Text 3b: Using context clues, Sequencing 
	Text 3a: minibeasts, backbone, interesting, slime, insect, odd, skeleton, claws
Text 3b: creatures, life cycle, example, stages, juicy, hatch, caterpillar, attached, pupa
	Text 3a: Verbs – is/are and has/have
Text 3b: Ordinal numbers

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	Long ‘a’ sounds
	Determining importance, Inferring, 
Declunking, Making connections, Monitoring comprehension (prompts)
	

	Content
	Content
			Content

	Oral language poster
Minibeasts

Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Singular and plural
Pair talking task: Minibeast adventure!
Lesson 2
Digital poster: Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Group task: Sequencing activity

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Which minibeast?
Minibeast headbands
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Upside Down’
Minibeast poetry
	Combined Reading and Skills Book
Unit 3a – Minibeasts; Unit 3b – The Life Cycle of a Butterfly (pp. 22–29)
 
Comprehension and Vocabulary Activities (pp. 23 and 27)

Digital
Digital: Unit 3a Grammar activity: Using is/are and has/have; Unit 3b Grammar activity: Ordinal numbers
Digital: Unit 3b Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 03. Minibeasts
Below-level printable worksheet – 3a Minibeasts
Above-level printable worksheet – 3a Minibeasts
Below-level printable worksheet – 3b The Life Cycle of a Butterfly
Above-level printable worksheet – 3b The Life Cycle of a Butterfly
	1st Class Skills Book
Grammar Activities (pp. 24 and 28)
Report Writing (pp. 25 and 29)


	
	Interactive Readers
	

	
	Unit 3: Genre video (Report)
Unit 3: Comprehension strategy displays 
Unit 3a: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 3b: Vocabulary flashcards
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 3a – Minibeasts
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 3b – The Life Cycle of a Butterfly
	

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core reader.
Please see page 222 of the Teacher’s Guide for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 25 and 29). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Teacher designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 3 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Think, Pair, Share: Children discuss the important features of a report about a minibeast

	Integration
	Games/Activities

	Science – Living things – Plants and animals
Geography – Natural environments – The local natural environment
Art – Print
Music – Composing – Improvising and creating
SPHE – Myself – Growing and changing
	Listen to the Flight of the Bumblebee by Rimsky-Korsakov. Now compose your own piece using body percussion and other instruments about a minibeast of your choice.
Use paint to create a butterfly print.
Take a trip outside the school and see what minibeasts you can discover.
Read The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle.
Create a wordsearch using the names of minibeasts for a different type of ‘Minibeast Hunt’.
Use photographs to create a timeline of the different stages of the children’s lives – birth, toddler, etc.





	MARCH: WEEKS 1 & 2
ORAL LANGUAGE UNIT 12
COMBINED READING AND SKILLS BOOK UNIT 4
THEME: THE WORLD AROUND US – THE SUN

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO8

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	The child should be able to …

Answer a range of questions about the Sun and hot and cold places. (LO7)

Explain and inform on a subject.
Present an oral report on a day in the desert or North/South Pole. (LO11)


	The child should be able to …

Read and talk about text in the report genre for pleasure, interest and the specific purpose of writing a report of their own. (LO2)
Identify a range of high-frequency words (e.g. I, me, a, an, of, off).
Recognise and sound the digraph ‘th’.

Use phonic knowledge and a range of word identification strategies with confidence and flexibility while reading. (LO5)

	The child should be able to …

Use more sophisticated conventions of print and sentence structure, paying particular attention to suffixes and making correct use of I/me, a/an and of/off. (LO3)

Plan and gather information in pairs to write a report.
Engage with the writing process to create a report using a range of key questions to provide context and sequence. (LO7)

	 
Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘A Spike of Green’ by Barbara Baker
	Report
	Turquoise

	Report

	Oral Vocabulary
	Vocabulary strategy
	Focus Words 
	Grammar

	Tier 1 examples: Earth, moon, Sun, billions, fur, feathers, desert, freezing, North Pole, South Pole, humans, plants
Tier 2 examples: survive, temperature, Solar System, crops
	Text 4a: Match word to meaning
Text 4b: Synonyms 
	Text 4a: giant, Earth, survive, lifeless, depends, important, nature, crops, shady
Text 4b: desert, least, difficult, abilities, camels, cactus, South Pole, seals, penguins, huddle
	Text 4a: ‘I’ and ‘me’, Suffixes -ful and -less
Text 4b: ‘A’ or ‘an’, ‘of’ or ‘off’

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	The digraph ‘th’
	Making connections, Monitoring comprehension, Inferring, Synthesising, Determining importance (prompts)
	

	Content
	Content
			Content

	Oral language poster
The Sun

Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Whole-class activity: Word web

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): True or false?
Pair talking task: Oral report
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘A Spike of Green’
	Combined Reading and Skills Book
Unit 4a – Our Super Star!; Unit 4b – Where is Hot and Where is Not? (pp. 30–37)
 
Comprehension and Vocabulary Activities (pp. 31 and 35)

Digital
Digital: Unit 4a Grammar activity: Using ‘I’ and ‘me’; Unit 4b Grammar activity: Using ‘a’ or ‘an’ and ‘of’ or ‘off’
Phonics printable worksheet – 04. The Sun 
Below-level printable worksheet – 4a Our Super Star!
Above-level printable worksheet – 4a Our Super Star!
Below-level printable worksheet – 4b Where is Hot and Where is Not?
Above-level printable worksheet – 4b Where is Hot and Where is Not?
	1st Class Skills Book
Grammar Activities (pp. 32 and 36)
Report Writing (pp. 33 and 37)


	
	Interactive Readers
	

	
	Unit 4: Genre video (Report)
Unit 4: Comprehension strategy displays 
Unit 4a: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 4b: Vocabulary flashcards
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 4a – Our Super Star
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 4b – Where is Hot and Where is Not?
	

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core reader.
Please see page 222 of the Teacher’s Guide for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 33 and 37). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Teacher designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 4 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation
Easter Assessment (Termly Assessment 3: Combined Reading and Skills Book Units 1–4). See page 103.
NB: The termly assessments are also available to download at FolensOnline
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own report using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their report about spring to an assessment portfolio

	Integration
	Games/Activities

	Geography – Natural environments – Planet Earth in space
Geography – Human environments – People and places in other areas
Science – Living things – Plants and animals
Drama – Drama to explore feelings, knowledge and ideas, leading to understanding
PE – Athletics
	Create a KWL chart about the Sun, desert and polar regions.
Use a conscience alley activity to explore the decision to move either to a polar or desert region.
Have a ‘Polar Relay Race’: Each team has one coat, a hat, a scarf and gloves – each runner must put on the gear in order to run. They then pass the gear to the next runner (instead of a baton).





	APRIL: WEEKS 3 & 4
ORAL LANGUAGE UNIT 13
COMBINED READING AND SKILLS BOOK UNIT 5
THEME: FOOD – FUNNY FOODS

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	The child should be able to …

Use tenses correctly in more complex sentences.
Use less common adjectives, qualifiers and connectives. (LO4)

Listen and respond to a poem.
Use language playfully and creatively. (LO10)


	The child should be able to …

Acquire new vocabulary from poems about funny foods.
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including synonyms, antonyms and homonyms. (LO6)

Read and understand a poem about funny foods.
Identify the main ideas and key points in a poem. (LO8)

	The child should be able to …

Write for an intended audience, using their cinquain to share their thoughts, knowledge and experience. (LO6)

Use a range of key questions to provide context and sequence to their first cinquain.
Independently plan and gather information to write a second cinquain on a topic of their choosing. (LO7)

	 
Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘The Spaghetti Challenge’ by Leslie D. Perkins
	Poetry
	Turquoise

	Poetry

	Oral Vocabulary
	Vocabulary strategy
	Focus Words 
	Grammar

	Tier 1 examples: giant, castle, kebab, loaf, chicken, meat, corn on the cob, vegetarian, pumpkins, broccoli, potatoes, turnip
Tier 2 examples: stumbled, sprinkling, devour, nibbling, peering
	Text 5a: Synonyms
Text 5b: Synonyms, antonyms 
	Text 5a: spade, marmalade, gulp, mayonnaise, hippopotamus, piece, dash, ought
Text 5b: canine, grubby, sopping, noodles, mumbled, nincompoop, waiter, poodle
	Text 5a: Homophones – there/their
Text 5b: Homophones – to/two/too

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	The digraph ‘ng’
	Inferring, Visualising, Predicting, Monitoring comprehension, Synthesising, Making connections, Determining importance (prompts)
	

	Content
	Content
			Content

	Oral language poster
Funny foods

Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Giant debate
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Eating out

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion Flyswatter vocabulary game
Digital poster (Activity mode): Spot the difference
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘The Spaghetti
Challenge’
Verb sentences
	Combined Reading and Skills Book
Unit 5a – ‘When the Giant Comes to Breakfast’/ ‘Recipe for a Hippopotamus Sandwich’; Unit 5b – ‘Waiter, There’s a Dog in My Soup’ (pp. 38–45)
 
Comprehension and Vocabulary Activities (pp. 39 and 43)

Digital
Digital: Unit 5a Grammar activity: Using ‘there’ and ‘their’; Unit 5b Grammar activity: Using ‘to’ and ‘two’
Phonics printable worksheet – 05. Funny foods
Below-level printable worksheet – 5a Food poems (1)
Above-level printable worksheet – 5a Food poems (1)
Below-level printable worksheet – 5b Food poems (2)
Above-level printable worksheet – 5b Food poems (2)
	1st Class Skills Book
Grammar Activities (pp. 40 and 44)
Poetry Writing (pp. 41 and 45)


	
	Interactive Readers
	

	
	[Query: No Genre video here?] 
Unit 5: Comprehension strategy displays 
Unit 5a: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 5b: Vocabulary flashcards
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 5a – ‘When the Giant Comes to Breakfast’/ ‘Recipe for a Hippopotamus Sandwich’
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 5b – ‘Waiter, There’s a Dog in My Soup’
	

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core reader.
Please see page 222 of the Teacher’s Guide for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 41 and 45). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Teacher designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 5 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation
Read aloud performance
Discussion and appraisal of each other’s poems
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own poem using smiley faces
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their poem to an assessment portfolio

	Integration
	Games/Activities

	Drama – Drama to explore feelings, knowledge and ideas, leading to understanding
Visual Arts – Drawing
Gaeilge – Labhairt – Ag úsáid teanga
Maths – Data – Representing and interpreting data 
	Act out the events in each poem.
Draw a picture of the giant eating his breakfast.
In pairs, create a menu for a restaurant for monsters or giants.
Have a ‘Bricfeasta Gaelach’ in the classroom where the pupils bring in their breakfast to school.
Carry out a class survey to find out the children’s favourite sandwiches. Use simple charts to show the data.





	MAY: WEEKS 1 & 2
ORAL LANGUAGE UNIT 14
COMBINED READING AND SKILLS BOOK UNIT 6
THEME: FOOD – SWEET AND SAVOURY

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6 
Exploring and Using: LO7

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	The child should be able to …

Listen to new information about a recipe. (LO1)

Understand and use categorical terms, e.g. ingredients, utensils, dairy foods. (LO8)


	The child should be able to …

Read and identify the features of a recipe. (LO7)

Read the two recipes with fluency, phrasing and expression, being particularly aware of the style and sentence structure, and self-correct independently. (LO10)

	The child should be able to …

Enjoy independently planning and writing a procedure for how to make lemonade. (LO1)

Use more sophisticated conventions of print and sentence structure, paying particular attention to instructional/command verbs. (LO3)

	 
Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘The Friendly Cinnamon Bun’ by Russell Hoban
	Procedure
	Turquoise

	Procedure

	Oral Vocabulary
	Vocabulary strategy
	Focus Words 
	Grammar

	Tier 1 examples: cupcakes, flour, eggs, margarine, sugar, cooking chocolate, oven, whisk, stir, spoon, tray,
whisk, crack, sieve, melt, bowl
Tier 2 examples: ingredients, mixture, decoration, preheat, delicious, microwave, overfill, prepare, utensils, equipment
	Text 6a: Synonyms
Text 6b: Using context clues 
	Text 6a: ingredients, self-raising, margarine, puree, grated, chopped, sprinkle, slices
Text 6b: chocolate, utensils, gloves, preheat, microwave, drizzle
	Text 6a: Homophones – would/wood and hear/here
Text 6b: Homophones – know/no and write/right

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	Blends
	Making connections, Determining importance, Visualising, Monitoring comprehension, Declunking, Prior knowledge, Inferring (prompts)
	

	Content
	Content
			Content

	Oral language poster
Sweet and savoury

Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Game: What am I?
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Freeze chant

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion Digital poster (Activity mode): Choose the
appliance
Make and mime: In the baker’s
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘The Friendly
Cinnamon Bun’
	Combined Reading and Skills Book
Unit 6a – How to Make a Pizza; Unit 6b – How to Make Cupcakes (pp. 46–53)
 
Comprehension and Vocabulary Activities (pp. 47 and 51)

Digital
Digital: Unit 6a Grammar activity: Homophones; Unit 6b Grammar activity: Homophones
Digital: Unit 6a Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 06. Sweet and savoury
Below-level printable worksheet – 6a How to Make a Pizza
Above-level printable worksheet – 6a How to Make a Pizza
Below-level printable worksheet – 6b How to Make Cupcakes
Above-level printable worksheet – 6b How to Make Cupcakes
	1st Class Skills Book
Grammar Activities (pp. 48 and 52)
Procedure Writing (pp. 49 and 53)


	
	Interactive Readers
	

	
	Unit 6: Genre video (Procedure)
Unit 6: Comprehension strategy displays 
Unit 6a: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 6b: Vocabulary flashcards
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 6a – How to Make a Pizza
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 6b – How to Make Cupcakes
	

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core reader.
Please see page 222 of the Teacher’s Guide for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 49 and 53). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Teacher designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 6 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation

	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own procedural writing using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their procedural piece to an assessment portfolio

	Integration
	Games/Activities

	SPHE – Myself – Taking care of my body – Food and nutrition
Maths – Measures – Weight
Maths – Measures – Time
Science – Materials – Materials and change 
	Try out the cupcake recipe at home.
Design a pizza for your best friend’s birthday. What toppings would you choose?
Look at the food pyramid and see where you would place the pizza and cupcakes.
Discuss what is meant by the idea of a ‘balanced diet’.
Keep a food diary for a week.
Play a game of ‘Pass the Pizza’. Start like this: I went to Gino’s Pizza Parlour and I had a pizza with pepperoni… The next player must say the same sentence and add another topping.





	MAY: WEEKS 3 & 4
ORAL LANGUAGE UNIT 15
COMBINED READING AND SKILLS BOOK UNIT 7
THEME: HOLIDAYS – CAMPING

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6 
Exploring and Using: LO7

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	The child should be able to …

Justify their response to a question.
Explain and justify why certain items would be suitable for a camping trip. (LO11)

Reflect on information given in the poster.
Describe where different things in the poster are using prepositions. (LO12)


	The child should be able to …

Recognise and identify phonemes, onset-rime and syllables in spoken words. (LO4)

Read and understand a narrative about camping.
Identify the main ideas and key points in a story. (LO8)

	The child should be able to …

Suggest appropriate content and tools when participating in shared writing about camping. (LO2)

Collaboratively plan and gather information to write a story about a fishing trip.
Use a range of key questions to provide context and sequence to their story. (LO7)

	 
Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘Camping’ by Karen McGuigan Brothers
	Narrative
	Turquoise

	Narrative

	Oral Vocabulary
	Vocabulary strategy
	Focus Words 
	Grammar

	Tier 1 examples: camping, evening, animals, woods, nature, outdoors, sleeping bags, tent, hedgehog, campfire, fishing rod
Tier 2 examples: hustle and bustle, ideal, strumming, inviting, relaxing, pitched, nibble
	Text 7a: Using context clues
Text 7b: Using context clues 
	Text 7a: adventure, packed, campsite, assemble, trout, marshmallows, toasted, biscuits
Text 7b: strange, rustling, noise, peep, crawled, beady, sparkling, nocturnal
	Text 7a: Contractions – can’t, don’t
Text 7b: Contractions – isn’t, wasn’t

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	The different sounds of the letter ‘y’
	Predicting, Making connections, Monitoring comprehension, Visualising, Determining importance, Inferring (prompts)
	

	Content
	Content
			Content

	Oral language poster
Camping

Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Activity: Categorising words
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Game: I spy … I hear … I smell

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity
Game: Where am I going?
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Camping’
Activity: Let’s categorise
	Combined Reading and Skills Book
Unit 7a – The Great Outdoors; Unit 7b – Noises in the Night (pp. 54–61)
 
Comprehension and Vocabulary Activities (pp. 55 and 59)

Digital
Digital: Unit 7a Grammar activity: Question words; Unit 7b Grammar activity: Comparatives and superlatives
Digital: Unit 7b Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 07. Camping 
Below-level printable worksheet – 7a The Great Outdoors 
Above-level printable worksheet – 7a The Great Outdoors
Below-level printable worksheet – 7b Noises in the Night
Above-level printable worksheet – 7b Noises in the Night
	1st Class Skills Book
Grammar Activities (pp. 56 and 60)
Narrative Writing (p.57 and 61)


	
	Interactive Readers
	

	
	Unit 7: Genre video (Narrative)
Unit 7: Comprehension strategy displays 
Unit 7a: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 7b: Vocabulary flashcards
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 1a – The Great Outdoors
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 1b – Noises in the Night
	

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core reader.
Please see page 222 of the Teacher’s Guide for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 57 and 61). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Teacher designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 7 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation

	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Think, Pair, Share: Children discuss the important features of narrative writing

	Integration
	Games/Activities

	Science – Living things – Plants and animals
Geography – Natural environments – The local natural environment
Visual Arts – Painting and colour – Painting
PE – Games – Playground games
PE – Outdoor and adventure activities
Music – Composition
	Explore the local area around the school. Take on an outdoor challenge!
Play a game of ‘The Fox and the Tent’. (What time is it, Mr Wolf? – players must sneak up on the ‘Tent’ without being caught moving.)
Use a disposable BBQ to make s’mores outside.
Host a teddy bears’ picnic.
Paint a night-time scene with stars and nocturnal animals.
Compose some night-time music using a range of instruments and body percussion.






	JUNE: WEEKS 1 & 2
ORAL LANGUAGE UNIT 16
COMBINED READING AND SKILLS BOOK UNIT 8
THEME: HOLIDAYS – SUMMER AT HOME

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6, LO7
Exploring and Using: LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6 
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	The child should be able to …

Use language to refer to their own and other people’s thoughts. (LO7)

Demonstrate creative language use when interacting with poetry. (LO10)


	The child should be able to …

Acquire new vocabulary from stories about summer at home
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text. (LO6)

Make connections with a story on summer at home – connections with their own lives or another story.
Generate and respond to questions on a story, inferring meaning where the relevant information is not explicitly given.
Visualise some parts of a narrative text to facilitate comprehension.
Synthesise information in order to give and justify an opinion or hypothesis. (LO9)

	The child should be able to …

Enjoy independently planning and writing a story about something that happened on your summer holidays. (LO1)

Use more sophisticated conventions of print and sentence structure such as basic conjunctions.
Use some correct verb forms and begin to use paragraphs. (LO3)

	 
Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	‘Sunflakes’ by Frank Asch
	Narrative
	Turquoise

	Narrative

	Oral Vocabulary
	Vocabulary strategy
	Focus Words 
	Grammar

	Tier 1 examples: summer, holidays, wheelbarrow race, climb treehouse, rope, rollerblading, skateboarding, ramp, lemonade
Tier 2 examples: drone, conditions, soaked, entertaining, protective, refreshing
	Text 8a: Synonyms
Text 8b: Using context clues 
	Text 8a: boring, estate, curb, approached, shrubs, following, freeze
Text 8b: circus, colourful, pretended, clumsy, acrobats, tightrope, trapeze, perform
	Text 8a: Revision
Text 8b: Revision

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	Magic ‘e’ revision
	Making connections, Visualising, Inferring, Monitoring comprehension, Synthesising, Declunking (prompts)
	

	Content
	Content
			Content

	Oral language poster
Summer at home

Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Activity: Super similes
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Activity: Guess the game

Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice
questions
Bailey the dog’s story
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Sunfl akes’
Sunfl ake drawing
	Combined Reading and Skills Book
Unit 8a – Our Summer Bucket List; Unit 8b – The Circus Comes to Town (pp. 62–69)
 
Comprehension and Vocabulary Activities (pp. 63 and 67)

Digital
Digital: Unit 8a Grammar activity: Revision; Unit 8b Grammar activity: Revision
Phonics printable worksheet – 08. Summer at home
Below-level printable worksheet – 8a Our Summer Bucket List
Above-level printable worksheet – 8a Our Summer Bucket List
Below-level printable worksheet – 8b The Circus Comes to Town
Above-level printable worksheet – 8b The Circus Comes to Town
	1st Class Skills Book
Grammar Activities (pp. 64 and 68)
Narrative Writing (pp. 65 and 69)


	
	Interactive Readers
	

	
	Unit 8: Genre video (Narrative)
Unit 8: Comprehension strategy displays 
Unit 8a: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 8b: Vocabulary flashcards
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 8a – Our Summer Bucket List
Interactive Reader: Core Reader 8b – The Circus Comes to Town
	

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core reader.
Please see page 222 of the Teacher’s Guide for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 65 and 69). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Teacher designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 8 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation
Summer Assessment (Termly Assessment 4: Combined Reading and Skills Book Units 5–8). 
See page 107. NB: The termly assessments are also available to download at FolensOnline.
	Reading and writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own narrative piece using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their story to an assessment portfolio

	Integration
	Games/Activities

	PE – Games – Playground games
SPHE – Myself and others – My friends and other people
Visual Arts – Painting and colour – Painting
Visual Arts – Construction
History – Change and continuity 
	Make a bucket list of games that you could play for PE.
Use an old cereal box to create a suggestion box with ideas for wet day activities in it. Decorate the box.
Discuss how Conor and Kate made friends with Carrie. Explore different ways to make new friends – dramatise some of these options.
Ask parents and grandparents about games that they used to play as children. What has changed? What games are still played?
Paint a picture of a colourful clown or the circus tent.
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