
1st Class

Oral Language 
Lesson Plans

PE9047_1st_Starlight_Lesson_Plan_TB.indb   1 30/01/2019   13:21



First published in 2019 by Folens Publishers 
Hibernian Industrial Estate, Greenhills Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 

© Folens Publishers 2019

ISBN: 9781-7892-7904-7

Author: Áine Cregan

The Publisher wishes to thank the following for permission to reproduce copyright material:
‘Christmas Morning’ © 2018 Peter Thabit Jones; ‘Sweet and Savoury’ by Russell Hoban  
© The Trustees of the Russell Hoban Trust; ‘Camping’ by Karen McGuigan Brothers,  
http://www.tcmpub.com

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording or otherwise, for whatever purpose, without the prior written permission of the 
publisher, or a licence permitting restricted copying in Ireland issued by the Irish Copyright 
Licensing Agency, 63 Patrick Street, Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. 

To the best of the publisher’s knowledge, information in this book was correct at the time of 
going to press. No responsibility can be taken for any errors. 

The FOLENS company name and associated logos are trademarks of Folens Publishers, 
registered in Ireland and other countries. 

The publisher has made every effort to contact all copyright holders but if any have been 
overlooked, we will be pleased to make any necessary arrangements. 

Any links or references to external websites or third party publications should not be  
construed as an endorsement by Folens of the content or views of these websites.

PE9047_1st_Starlight_Lesson_Plan_TB.indb   2 30/01/2019   13:21



About Starlight Oral Language Posters
Oral language is a child’s first and most important method of communication. It is the foundation 
of learning to read and write and studies have shown that poorly developed language skills are a 
barrier to overall literacy achievement. 

Starlight’s oral language programme for 1st Class is fully aligned to the 2015 Primary Language 
Curriculum. It features 16 full-colour posters with a mix of illustrations and photo-based images, as 
well as accompanying lesson plans. The posters are available as a dual print and digital package,  
providing teachers with the flexibility to teach in a variety of ways to suit different learning styles.  
Each poster can be covered over a two-week period. There are four mini-lessons outlined within 
each lesson plan and it is suggested that two are covered in the first week and two in the  
second week.

The digital posters contain seven different Modes: 

Explore: 
Provides the teacher with a range of useful tools for interacting with the poster, including spotlight, 
zoom, pen/highlighter, etc.

Story Mode 1 (Starters): 
Provides a simple narration to accompany a poster animation. The vocabulary and syntax for this 
mode are at an easier level than that for the flyers story.  

Story Mode 2 (Flyers):  
Provides a more challenging narration than the starters story and features richer, more complex  
vocabulary and syntax. 

Question:  
Provides children with 10 questions relating to the image(s). The question levels are indicated  
by the button outline colour – light pink for lower-order questions to maroon for more  
challenging questions.

Label:  
Provides a useful literacy link for the oral language vocabulary that the children have been hearing.

Activity:  
Contains one of a variety of tasks and games including sorting, categorising, ‘Who Am I?’  
and ‘Spot the Difference’.

Poem:  
Contains a poem relating to the unit theme, supported by attractive audio and visuals.

The lesson plans contain a variety of ideas as well as suggestions for group and pair work to  
support the poster content. At various times, children are required to recount, explain, entertain, 
inform, give instructions, narrate, persuade and justify their opinions. In this way, they are covering 
all of the oral language forms defined in the curriculum. 

Checklists for assessment of oral language are also available on Folensonline.
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1st Class Oral Language Lesson Plans 5

Class 1st Theme Myself
Unit 1 Subtheme My favourite activities 
Unit genre Recount
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: park, pond, tennis court, tennis racket, 

football pitch, soccer, bicycle, cycling, skating/roller blading, 
guitar, music, gymnastics
Tier 2 examples: hobby, couple, strolling, chatting

Lesson resources Hobby picture cards; sentence expanding fl ashcards

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Categorisation: Whole-class activity
Data chart

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Digital poster (Activity mode): Guess the activity
Pair interview task

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Don’t say yes or no! 

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Seasons’
Acrostic poem

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode) 
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask the children the following questions, using the pen, zoom and 
spotlight tools to help you:

 l Where is everyone in this picture? (The park)

 l Why do you think they are in the park?

 l Look at the girl doing handstands. What kind of activity is this? (Gymnastics)

 l Why do you think the couple are taking their dog for a walk? (Because dogs need exercise)

 l What do you call the area where you play football?

 l What do you call the area where you play tennis?

 l Look at the children on the football pitch. Why are some children wearing red and white outfi ts and some 
yellow, blue and white?

 l What is around the pond and why is it there?

 l Can you name the different types of clothes the people in the poster are wearing?

 l What is the difference between a football and a tennis ball? (Bigger / harder / softer than)

 l How many team activities can you see?

 l How many solo activities can you see?
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Categorisation: Whole-class activity 
Discuss with the class the different activities seen in the poster. Draw a chart on the board/whiteboard with 
the headings ‘Indoor’, ‘Outdoor’, ‘Solo’ and ‘Team’.

Have the children decide where each activity should be placed. Be aware that some may come under several 
headings. See the table below for examples:

Indoor Outdoor Solo Team

Tennis Tennis

Playing music Playing music Playing music Playing music

Football Football Football

Skating Skating Skating

Cycling Cycling

Chatting Chatting Chatting

Singing Singing Singing Singing

Ask the children a series of questions on the information gathered, e.g:

 l Which activities can only be done outside? (Cycling, tennis)

 l Which activities cannot be done on your own? (Chatting, tennis, football)

 l Why did we put singing under all four headings?

 l Where might you see people playing music outside?

 l How can you play music as a team?

 l What is the difference between indoor football and outdoor football?

Have children create sentences to describe one of the activities using the information gathered, e.g:

Football – Football is a team sport that can be played indoors or outdoors. 

Chatting – People can chat indoors or outdoors with other people.

Singing – We can sing as part of a team or solo. 

Data chart 
Make a real-life data chart with children. Discuss with the children the different hobbies shown on the 
interactive poster. Lay some hoops on the ground and label each hoop with one of the hobbies highlighted in 
the poster – football, tennis, music, skating, walking and cycling. Tell the children to stand in the hoop which 
indicates which one of these is their favourite. Discuss which pastime has the most / least people, order from 
largest to smallest or smallest to largest, etc. Model language for the children, e.g. Most children in this class 
like to play football. Some children like to play tennis. Few children like to skate. More children like to play 
football than cycle. Less children like to walk than skate. Ask the children questions, e.g. Which is the most 
popular hobby? Which is the least popular hobby? Which hobbies are less popular than…? Which hobbies 
are more popular than…? Order the hobbies from the most poplar to least popular and least popular to most 
popular. How many more children like … than …? etc. 

Display the results on a graph.

PE9047_1st_Starlight_Lesson_Plan_TB.indb   6 30/01/2019   13:21



1st Class Oral Language Lesson Plans 7

Starlight

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the 
children briefl y. 

Q1. What kind of day is it?

Q2. What sports are being played in the park?

Q3. What animals can you see in the park?

Q4. How can you tell that the group of friends by the duck pond are enjoying themselves?

Q5. How is the girl on the roller skates preventing herself from a fall?

Q6. Do you think the girl on the bicycle should be wearing a helmet? Why?

Q7. Why do you think the park is especially busy on a sunny day?

Q8. Can you think of other outdoor activities people might take part in at the park?

Q9. Do you think it’s a good idea for people to keep their dogs on a leash in the park? Why?

Q10. Which of the activities on this poster would you most enjoy taking part in?

Don’t say yes or no! 
Place picture cards of the different hobbies (see Lesson Resource 1) in an envelope or bag. Invite a child from 
the class to come up and select a card, keeping it hidden from the rest of the class. Now ask the class to 
guess which hobby the child has selected by asking questions. The child has to answer all the questions using 
full sentences and without saying ‘yes’ or ‘no’, e.g: 

Class: Is it an outdoor game? 

Child: This hobby can be played outside. 

Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Focus on expanding sentences.

Place the fl ashcards in Lesson Resource 2 in two piles – the who, with, when, where pile and the colour, size, 
shape, texture and number pile. Model for the children how you can expand on a simple sentence to make it 
more interesting. Say one simple sentence to the children, e.g. ‘The boy is playing football.’ Pick up a card from 
the who, with, when, where pile and one card from the colour, size, shape, texture and number cards. Say to 
the children ‘I have picked up the where card and the colour card. I need to include these in my new sentence. 
Where is the boy playing football?’ Encourage responses from the children, then ask, ‘What colour is the ball?’ 
I can say ‘The boy is playing football in the park with the black-and-white ball.’

You can play the game with individual children taking turns to expand on a simple sentence you have chosen, 
or in small groups with individual sets of fl ashcards once children are familiar with the game.
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Digital poster (Activity mode): Guess the activity 
Go to activity mode of the poster. A series of pictures will appear. Ask children to guess the activity to 
accompany each picture. The pictures shown are: headphones, guitar plec, 3D glasses, shuttlecock, violin 
bow, arts & crafts, bowling pins, book, marker cones, golf tees, whistle and gardening tools.

Pair interview task 
Organise children in pairs and have them interview each other on their favourite hobby. Encourage children to 
ask ‘wh’ questions like: 

 l What is your favourite hobby? 

 l Where do you do it? 

 l When do you do it? 

 l Who do you do it with? 

 l Why do you enjoy it? 

To support children you may write the words what, when, where, who, with, and why on the board as an aid. 
After the interviews, children swap roles and repeat. You can then invite the children to tell the whole class 
what they have found out about their partner’s hobby.
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Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)  
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Seasons’  
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘Seasons’ by Kerri Ward:

Seasons
By Kerri Ward

In springtime when
it’s nice outside
I take my bike
out for a ride.

In summertime
When the weather’s fi ne
I like to hike
With a friend of mine.

In autumntime
It makes me smile
To fl y my kite
For a little while.

But in wintertime
When the sun won’t shine
It’s nicer to hide
By the fi re inside.

Acrostic poem 
Divide children into groups. Give each group a different hobby, e.g. football, tennis, skating, gymnastics, 
singing, etc. As a group, have the children make and perform an acrostic poem about their given hobby, e.g: 

Running
Under the posts
Going for the try
Ball touching down 
Yes, we won!
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Lesson Resource 2 

who

with

when

where
 

colour

size

shape

texture

number
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Class 1st Theme Myself
Unit 2 Subtheme New friends
Unit genre Recount
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: truck, house, boxes, bicycle, lonely, curious, 

neighbours, teacher, nervous, friendly, uniform
Tier 2 examples: semi-detached, neighbourhood, commotion, 
classmates

Lesson resources Blank person image

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Group work: What questions?
Group work: Giving important information

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Flyswatter vocabulary game
Digital poster (Activity mode): Spot the 
difference
Timeline 

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Who are you? Group and pair work

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘My brilliant friend’
Descriptive words

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode) 
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Use the conceal tool to hide the left-hand side of the poster. Ask 
children the following questions about the right-hand side of the poster:

 l Spotlight the globe and world map. Ask, what are these and what do you think the children use them for?

 l How many people in the class wear glasses?

 l What do you think the children were learning about today? Why do you think that?

 l Describe the children’s school uniform. Compare it to your one. (My uniform is / has… but their uniform 
is / has…)

 l What colour do you think the living room of the new house will be? Why do you think that?

 l What do you think the little boy with the football is thinking? How do you think he will introduce 
himself to Fionn?

 l Can you think of another word for couch / desk / truck / etc.?

Group work: What questions? 
Discuss the following with the class: Fionn is starting a new school and moving into a new house. They’re 
different from his old house and school, and this is very different and a bit scary. Ask the class, what 
questions do you think Fionn has about his new neighbourhood and new school? Organise children in groups 
and encourage them to think of fi ve questions about his new neighbourhood and fi ve questions about his 
new school that they think Fionn would ask. Have each group share their responses with the whole class. 
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Group work: Giving important information 
Organise children in pairs or groups and put the following scenario to them: 

A new child is coming to our class tomorrow. What important information does he or she need to know to 
help him or her settle in on his fi rst day in our class? 

Allow the children some time to discuss their ideas and then share with the rest of the class. Encourage them 
to address the information to the rest of the class as if they are talking to the new child, opening and closing 
with appropriate greetings / welcoming statements, e.g. Welcome to our class! We hope you will be very 
happy here and can’t wait to get to know you. 

If iPads or tablets are available, children can be encouraged to take pictures of things in the class to aid their 
talk. 

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the 
children briefl y. 

Q1. Look at the picture on the left. What are the men carrying out of the truck?

Q2. Look at the picture on the right. Where is Fionn?

Q3. In the picture on the right, what is the teacher pointing at?

Q4. How do you think Fionn is feeling in these pictures?

Q5. Look at the picture on the left. What do you think the boy next door is thinking about?

Q6. In the picture on the right, what do you think the teacher is saying to Fionn?

Q7. What do you think Fionn’s new classmates are like? Why do you think that?

Q8. What do you think would be the best and worst thing about moving to a new neighbourhood?

Q9. Why do you think people need a truck when moving house?

Q10. Would you feel nervous or excited about starting in a new school?

Who are you? Group and pair work 
Organise children in groups, and in pairs within their groups. Ask each child to introduce themselves to their 
partner and to fi nd out a few facts about them, e.g. A’s favourite / least favourite food, B’s hobbies, favourite 
TV programme, etc. Allow about 30 seconds for this. Each child then introduces their partner to the group and 
vice versa. Repeat, giving the children new partners and asking them to fi nd out as much information about 
each other as they possibly can. Topics may include family, friends, school, hobbies, etc. When giving the 
information about themselves the children should incorporate non-verbal cues to aid the listener, for example 
I hate cabbage (thumbs down), I play soccer (pretend to kick a ball). Once this is done a few times the teacher 
can bring the class back as a whole group. Discuss with the children surprising things that they found out 
about each other.
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Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Focus on: tier one and tier two vocabulary (truck, house, boxes, 
bicycle, lonely, curious, neighbours, teacher, nervous, friendly, uniform, semi-detached, neighbourhood, 
commotion, classmates, etc.)

Flyswatter vocabulary game 
Display some or all of these vocabulary words on the board. Bring up two children to the front of the room 
and give them fl y swatters (or have them play with their hands). Give the two children a clue about the word 
you are thinking of. The winner is the fi rst child to locate and ‘swat’ the correct word. You could also ask the 
child to use the word in a sentence to ensure they fully understand how to use it. 

Examples: Find the word on the board …

 l that rhymes with mouse.

 l that describes the people living near you.

 l that means the same as scared.

 l that is a compound word.

 l that describes me!

 l that is a kind of vehicle.

 l that is the opposite to calm.

 l that describes the house I live in.

 l that rhymes with creature.

 l that describes an object with two wheels.

 l that describes the people in this class.

Invite the class to select questions for the child or children playing once they are familiar with the game.

Digital poster (Activity mode): Spot the difference 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster and display the two images. Ask the children to work in pairs to identify 
differences. Encourage the children to identify and explain the differences to the class.

Remember: It is important to encourage the children to use language rather than pointing, e.g. ‘The boy is 
wearing glasses in one picture and not in the other OR in the picture on the left / the picture on the right.’

Timeline 
In groups, have children orally create a timeline of events for a particular day or week in school, drawing 
pictures to accompany the events. You could choose a time when something especially signifi cant happened, 
such as a class outing or assembly. Ensure children use appropriate connectives when creating the timeline, 
e.g. fi rst, next, then, after that, fi nally, etc. Have each group present their timeline to the rest of the class, using 
their pictures as supports. Encourage children to explain the importance or signifi cance of different events in 
the timeline.
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Lesson 4

Digital poster  (Label mode) 
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘My Brilliant Friend’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘My Brilliant Friend’ by Roger McGough:

My Brilliant Friend
By Roger McGough

He’s brilliant at karate
He’s brilliant at darts
He’s brilliant at acting
He gets all the best parts

He’s brilliant at swimming
He’s brilliant at skates
He’s brilliant at juggling
With real china plates

He’s brilliant at poetry
He’s brilliant at rhyme
He’s brilliant at lessons
He comes top every time

He’s Brilliant just Brilliant
With a capital B
(Although he’s only average
In comparison with me).

Identify and discuss the rhyming words used in the poem: darts / parts, skates / plates, rhyme / time, B / me. 
How many other words can the children come up with that rhyme with each pair? Record suggestions on 
the board. 

Descriptive words 
Discuss with the children the different adjectives that can be used to describe a person. In the poem the 
author uses one word to describe his friend – brilliant. What other words can we use to describe our friends? 
Brainstorm with the children and record some ideas on the board. 

Next, give the children a page with the outline of a person (see Lesson Resource 1). Have them complete 
the picture so it looks like one of their friends, and label their picture with words to describe him or her. Invite 
children to share their picture and descriptive words with the class. 
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Lesson Resource 1
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Class 1st Theme Animals
Unit 3 Subtheme Pets
Unit genre Report
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: pet, dog, cat, hamster, horse, bird, snake,

mouse, rabbit, pony, food bowl
Tier 2 examples: unusual, popular, retriever, independent, important, 
tarantula, attention

Lesson resources Multimedia links

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Who am I?

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Digital poster (Activity mode): Pick a pet for me!
Oral report

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Rabbit KWL chart

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Charlotte’s Dog’
Our Pet

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode) 
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask children the following questions:

 l Spotlight the lead at the bottom of the page. What is this used for? (Walking a dog)

 l Why do dogs need to be walked? (For exercise)

 l Can you see any other animals in the poster that are getting some exercise? (The hamster)

 l Focus on the pictures of the bird and the snake at the top of the poster. What are the differences between 
the bird’s cage and the snake’s cage? Why are they different? (The bird has a perch because it likes to be 
high-up; the snake has sawdust because it slithers along the ground)

 l Which of the animals in this poster are eating? (The dog and cat in the centre of the poster, the fi sh on the 
right-hand-side of the poster) What is different about the way they are eating? 

 l Which of these pets are indoor pets? Which are outdoor pets?

 l What are the differences between a dog and a snake / a horse and a hamster / a tarantula and a bird? 
What are the similarities?

 l Which of these pets would you most like to have? Why?

Nouns: Use the spotlight tool to focus on different items as they are named. Use the pen tool to categorise the 
various items after they have been named, e.g. circle… (food, grooming equipment, habitats, toys, pets you 
can cuddle, pets that live in an enclosure, etc.) 

Verbs: e.g. cuddle, walk, play, roll, share, feed, care for / look after, store, stuff, run, escape, love, treat, 
exercise, etc. 
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Adverbs: e.g. quickly, carefully, regularly, happily, etc.

Adjectives: e.g. cuddly, furry, frightening, big, small, scaly, etc.

Who am I? 
Choose a pet from the poster to speak as. Give the class a clue to which animal you have chosen, e.g.

Teacher: I am a large pet with four legs. I live in a stable. I can run very fast, and I eat lots of grass and hay. 
Who am I?

Class: A horse!

Once children are familiar with the game, you can choose individual children to come up to the top of the 
class and choose a pet for the rest of the class to guess.

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y. 

Q1. Where is the parrot?

Q2. What colour is the snake?

Q3. What is the hamster doing?

Q4. Do you think the dog is enjoying his bath? Why do you think that?

Q5. Look at the picture in the middle. How can you tell that this cat and dog get along?

Q6. What do hamsters sometimes do with their food?

Q7. Why is it important not to let a tarantula spider escape?

Q8. Why do you think it’s important to keep pet snakes warm?

Q9. Which of these pets do you think would be the easiest to take care of? Why?

Q10. Which of these animals would you like to have as a pet? Why?

Rabbit KWL chart 
Create a KWL chart on the board about pet rabbits. As a whole class, discuss with the children what they 
already know about rabbits. Now organise children in groups. Encourage the children to discuss in their 
groups what else they would like to know about rabbits. Have groups feed their answers back to the whole 
class and record them on the board.

Now play this video for the class about keeping rabbits as pets: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pzSRFpa5CPc

In their groups, ask children to come up with three new facts they learned about rabbits. They can then share 
these facts with the class. Record all the new facts on the board.
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Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Focus on tier one and tier two vocabulary (pet, dog, cat, hamster, 
horse, bird, snake, mouse, rabbit, pony, food bowl, unusual, popular, retriever, independent, important, 
tarantula, attention) including:

Plurals: animals, pets, hamsters, dogs, cats, goldfi sh, snakes, spiders

Opposites: clean / dirty, big / small, fast / slow

Comparative and superlative: bigger, smaller, cleaner, faster, louder

Synonyms: furry, fl uffy, cuddly, hairy

Compound words: goldfi sh

Digital poster (Activity mode): Pick a pet for me! 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Ask children to listen to the audio and decide which pet in the poster 
would be the best match for each child.

Activity audio

Can you help me choose a pet? I want a loyal friend that I can 
play with outdoors.

I want a pet that is small and can live in a cage, but I don’t like 
spiders. Which one should I choose?

I want an unusual pet – something different. I don’t mind 
spending time looking after it. Which pet should I pick?

I want a pet that can look after itself. But I’d still like to be able 
to cuddle it. Any ideas?

Oral report 
Divide the class into groups. Give each group a different pet, e.g. dog, cat, horse, rabbit, lizard, etc. Each group 
has to prepare an oral report on keeping that animal as a pet. Prepare the children to give a basic description 
of the animals, the reasons one might choose it as a pet, what it eats, how to care for it, etc.

Lesson 4

Digital poster  (Label mode) 
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘Charlotte’s Dog’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘Charlotte’s Dog’ by Kit Wright:
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Charlotte’s Dog
By Kit Wright

Daniel the spaniel has ears like rugs,
Teeth like prongs of electric plugs.

His back’s a thundery winter sky,
Black clouds, white clouds rumbling by.

His nose is the rubber of an old squash ball
Bounced in the rain. His tail you’d call

A chopped-off rope with a motor inside
That keeps it walloping. Red-rimmed-eyed,

He whimpers like plimsolls on a wooden fl oor.
When he yawns he closes a crimson door.

When he barks it’s a shark of a sound that bites
Through frosty mornings and icy nights.

When he sleeps he wheezes on a dozing lung:
Then he wakes you too with a wash of his tongue!

Encourage the children to speak the poem with appropriate intonation. Have the children come up with 
appropriate actions for each of the verbs in the poem (e.g. bounced, walloping, whimpers, yawns, barks, etc.) 
and perform the poem with their actions.

Our Pet 
Draw the children’s attention to the fi rst two lines of the poem. 

Daniel the spaniel has ears like rugs
Teeth like prongs of electric plugs

Ask the children, why did the poet choose those comparisons? Explain that rugs are big, soft and fl uffy; 
Daniel’s ears must be big, soft and fl uffy too. The prongs of electric plugs stick up and are hard and sharp, etc.

Choose the animal you will write your whole-class poem about (snake, hamster, horse, cat, etc.). Title it 
‘Our Horse/Dog/Cat etc.’ Display an image of the animal in question and encourage children to focus on the 
individual features. Scaffold them to think of their own comparisons. Ask, ‘What do the cat’s eyes remind you 
of? What does the dog’s bark sound like?’ You could create the fi rst part of each line of the poem and invite 
the children to complete it, taking as many suggestions as possible. See example below.

‘Our Snake’

Our snake has scales like … sparkling green jewels, pretty sequins, etc. 

Eyes like … shiny yellow marbles, gold beads, etc.

He moves like … a snail, a piece of rope, a slimy eel, etc.

He sounds like … the wind in the trees, air being let out of a tyre, etc.

The poems could be written down and displayed / used as a talking point for further discussion.
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Class 1st Theme Animals
Unit 4 Subtheme Amazing animals
Unit genre Report
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: cheetah, giraffe, tortoise

Tier 2 examples: unique, ability, species, echolocation, predator, prey

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Pair talking task: Guess the animal

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Activity mode): Who am I?
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Oral report

Lesson 2 Digital poster: Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Absurdity activities
Group and pair work: Draw the animal

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Eletelephony’ 
Rhyming words

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode) 
Play either Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class depending on the ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask the children the following questions:

 l Look at the tortoise in the poster. Describe it? (Encourage the use of colour, size, texture, doing, position 
words in their description.) Pick another animal and ask for a description. 

 l I’m going to describe an animal. Can you name it? (For example, this animal is very large and moves 
slowly. It has big fl oppy ears and a long trunk. It is grey.)

 l Can you name the fastest / slowest, tallest / smallest animals?

 l  Can you see a stripy animal; a small animal; a large animal; a slow animal; a fast animal; a slimy animal, 
etc. in the poster?

 l The tiger is up in the tree. Why do you think it is there? What might have happened before / happen after 
this picture?

 l The cheetah is running. Where do you think it is running to? Why?

Get the children to describe an animal. (Encourage the use of colour, size, texture, doing, position words in 
their description.) 

Ask the children to sort and classify animals in different ways (for example, wings / no wings, can climb 
trees / cannot climb trees).
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Pair talking task: Guess the animal 
First, model the activity for the children. Tell them you are thinking of an animal. Have them ask questions to 
ascertain information on what the animal is. Questions might include what the animal does, what sounds it 
makes, what size it is, where it lives, etc. When children think they know, they should ask, ‘Is it a ...?’ After they 
understand the game, they break into small groups or pairs and complete the same activity.

 Lesson 2

Digital poster: Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children. Make sure they understand all 
of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y. 

Q1. What is the snake eating?

Q2. What is the tortoise eating?

Q3. Where is the tiger?

Q4. Why is the peregrine falcon amazing?

Q5. How long does a giant tortoise live?

Q6. What is the tallest animal in the world?

Q7. How are snakes able to swallow such large things?

Q8. What do you think a giant tortoise does to protect itself from a predator?

Q9. Do you think it’s a good idea to climb a tree to escape from a tiger?

Q10. If you could be any one of the animals on this poster for one day, which one would you be? Why?

Absurdity activities 
Present strange situations or oddities about animals that do not exist in the real world. The children’s task is 
to recognise the impossible or silly situation and comment on what’s wrong with the scenario.

 l The Bat

The bat dived into the water and caught the fi sh.

(What’s silly about this sentence? Do bats live in caves or in the ocean? What seabird, whose name starts 
with pen , likes to catch and eat fi sh?)

 l The Fierce Tortoise

The fi erce tortoise chased the lion up a tree. 

(What’s silly about this sentence? Is a lion frightened by sheep? Name two animals that climb trees.)

 l The Polar Bear 

The polar bear ate grass under the hot African sun.

(What’s silly about this sentence? Where do polar bears normally live? What large animal, whose name 
starts with el , would eat grass in Africa?)
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 l The Cow

The cow climbed the tree and swung from branch to branch. 

(What’s silly about this sentence? Why can’t a cow climb a tree? Name an animal that has long  
arms and a tail, and is great at climbing trees?)

Group and pair work: Draw the animal 
Print off simple pictures of animals or objects associated with animals. 

Ask the children to form teams or pairs. One child is the instructor. The aim of the game is for the instructor 
to call out directions to the team on how to draw their chosen animal / object. For example, a cat. ‘Draw a 
large circle. Draw a small circle on top of the large circle. Draw two small triangles for ears on top of the small 
circle. Draw two round eyes in the small circle. Draw a triangle nose in the small circle. Give the cat three 
whiskers. Draw a round mouth. Put a tail coming out of the bottom of the big circle.’

Lesson 3

Digital poster (Activity mode): Who am I? 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Click on one of the numbered buttons to hear a statement about one of 
the animals. The children must guess the animal. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go the Explore mode with the children again. Pick an animal and get the children to suggest adjectives 
describing that animal, verbs to identify what it does, and where it is found. Write these on the board. For 
example: 

Animal Adjective Verb Places

tortoise big
slow
gentle
old

plod
eats leaves
sleeps

jungle
water
in its shell

The children then combine the different elements to make different sentences. For example:

The big, old tortoise likes to sleep in its shell every day.

The gentle, slow tortoise, plods along in the jungle.

Oral report 
Divide the children into pairs or groups. Have them take turns to deliver an oral report on their favourite 
animal. Encourage the use of appropriate adjectives and verbs as per the previous activity. 
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Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode) 
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have the children take turns dragging the labels 
onto the correct position in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Eletelephony’
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘Eletelephony’ by Laura Elizabeth Richards:

Eletelephony 
By Laura Elizabeth Richards

Once there was an elephant,
Who tried to use the telephant—
No! No! I mean an elephone,
Who tried to use the telephone—
(Dear me! I am not certain quite
That even now I’ve got it right.)
Howe’er it was, he got his trunk,
Entangled in the telephunk;
The more he tried to get it free,
The louder buzzed the telephee—
(I fear I’d better drop the song,
Of elephop and telephong!)

Rhyming words 
Display the text of the poem. Have a volunteer read the poem aloud. Encourage the other children to listen 
carefully for the rhyming words. Have volunteers underline or highlight the rhyming words in the fi rst two 
lines, the second two lines, etc. Have the children read all the underlined words aloud, noting that for each 
sensible word, there is a rhyming non-sense word in the pair. Explain this is a nonsense poem. 

Divide the children into pairs. Ask them to orally make up their own nonsense poem on any animal and then 
perform for the class. Each poem should be no more than 4–5 lines. 
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Class 1st Theme Work
Unit 5 Subtheme Animals at work
Unit genre Narrative
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: perform, skills, safe, sniffi ng, cities, strong, 

tourists, largest, helpful
Tier 2 examples: herding, powerful, oxen, ploughs, pigeons, carrier, 
homing

Lesson resources Multimedia links

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Group activity: Animal commands
Homework activity

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice 
questions
Think, pair, share: Therapy animals
Pair work: Animal narratives

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Don’t say yes or no!

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Eight Tentacles’
The right animal for the job

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode) 
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask children the following questions:

 l Name three kinds of worker animal we see in the poster.

 l Focus on the two horses. Look at the horse on the left and the horse on the right. What is the same and 
what is different? (One has a rider and the other is pulling a cart; the one on the left is in town but the one 
on the right is in the countryside, etc.)

 l Focus on the top middle picture. Describe what this dog is doing. (Herding sheep)

 l Look at the dog in the top left picture in the poster. What job does he do? (He is a guide dog) What is he 
wearing? (A harness) Why does he wear this? (The blind / visually impaired person holds the harness 
and the dog leads him or her)

Zoom in on the bottom middle picture. Ask, Why do you think the pigeons have tags on their legs? (So their 
owners can identify them)

Look at the bottom right picture. Ask the following questions:

 l What job do bees do? (Make honey) 

 l Do you know how they do this job? (They collect pollen from fl owers and use it make honey in a honeycomb)

 l Which job do you think is the hardest? Which job do you think is the easiest? Why?

 l Why are animals better suited to some jobs than people? (e.g. Dogs have a better sense of smell than 
humans, that’s why we use them as sniffer dogs; Oxen are stronger than people, that’s why we use them 
to pull ploughs and help with farming, etc.)
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Nouns: Use the spotlight tool to focus on different items as they are named. Use the pen tool to categorise 
the various items after they have been named, e.g. circle … big / small / wild / domestic / jungle animals; birds; 
insects; city animals; country animals

Verbs: perform, herd, help, carry, fl y, pull, assist, serve, plough, transport, guide

Adverbs: e.g. safely, carefully, helpfully

Adjectives, e.g. strong, powerful, skilled, helpful, dangerous

Group activity: Animal commands 
Explain to the class that some people teach their dogs to understand specifi c words called commands for 
actions they want the dog to do. Service dogs, like those that help people in wheelchairs, must be trained to 
know several commands so they can do things like turn lights on and off, open and close doors, carry things 
and even remove socks from feet! Teach children some examples of dog commands, such as:

Speak = Bark

Shake = Lift paw to greet someone

Stay = Do not move

Have children say and act out each of the commands. Now organise children in groups. Assign an animal 
from the poster to each group. Ask children to come up with three commands that would be useful for that 
animal to know, for example, for a cart horse:

Let’s go = Start walking

Giddy up = Go faster

Stop! = Stop walking

Groups should then present their commands to the rest of the class and explain why they would be useful.

Homework activity 
Ask children to go home and ask family members or friends to help them research two more types of working 
animal – e.g. farm cats used to catch mice, camels used to transport goods and people through the desert, etc. 
Make a whole-class list of all the new working animals children learned about.

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.
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Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y. 

Q1. Where is the sheepdog?

Q2. What is the elephant doing?

Q3. What do bees make?

Q4. Why do police sometimes ride horses in busy cities?

Q5. Why would a farmer use an ox to plough their fi eld?

Q6. Why do most people travel by car rather than by horse nowadays?

Q7. How do you think a carrier pigeon would carry a letter?

Q8. Which of these animals does the most important job? Why do you think that?

Q9. Do you think these animals enjoy the work they do? Why do you think that?

Q10. Do you think it’s true that dogs are ‘man’s best friend’? Why do you think that?

Don’t say yes or no! 
Invite a child from the class to come up and pick an animal on the poster, without telling the rest of the class 
what the animal is. Now ask the class to guess what animal the child has selected by asking questions. The 
child has to answer all the questions using full sentences and without saying ‘yes’ or ‘no’, e.g.: 

Class: Is it a large animal? 

Child: This animal is very large.

Class: Is it strong?

Child: This animal is very strong and can carry heavy loads.

Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Ask the class a series of true or false questions. Children have 
to identify which statements and true and which are false.

 l Horses are used to sniff out dangerous objects in airports.

 l Homing pigeons are pigeons that have been trained to deliver letters.

 l Horses can help the police to get a better view of the street below.

 l Oxen are very weak animals.

 l Elephants are very strong animals that can lift objects with their trunks.

 l Wasps are worker animals.

 l A dog that helps blind people to get around is called a guide dog.

Encourage children to provide the correct version of each untrue statement.
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Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice questions 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster and play the multiple-choice questions. Children have to choose the 
animal which best suits each of the tasks described. Discuss the possible answers and encourage children to 
justify their choices before moving on to the next question.

Activity audio

Choose an animal to help carry heavy tree logs. Choose an animal to help guards in a busy city centre.

Choose an animal to guide a person who is blind. Choose an animal to help deliver a letter.

Choose an animal to help plough the fi eld.

Think, pair, share: Therapy animals 
Play this video about therapy animals by American organisation Pet Partners, up to the fi ve minute point: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCXXxfVCA6Y

After playing the video, organise children in pairs. Have each child think about one thing they learned and 
share it with their partner, e.g.:

Child A: I learned that therapy animals can help reduce stress.

Child B: I learned that there are therapy bunnies and pigs, as well as cats and dogs. 

When all children have shared, write all the things they learned on the whiteboard.

Pair work: Animal narratives 
Organise children in pairs. Ask pairs to pick an animal on the poster and create a story about that animal. 
Remind children that narratives have a setting (place), characters (animals or people), plot (action) and two 
or three events (things that happen). Scaffold children to create their narrative by writing phrases on the 
whiteboard, e.g.:

Once upon a time, there was a …

One day, he met a … went on to a journey to … decided he wanted to be …

And then …

And he lived happily ever after.

Pairs work together to create their story, then share it with another pair, or with the rest of the class.
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Lesson 4

Digital poster  (Label mode) 
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘Eight Tentacles’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘Eight Tentacles’ by Julia Donaldson:

Eight Tentacles
By Julia Donaldson

If only I had an octopus 
I’d soon get my housework done. 
I’d set him to work on the hoovering 
With tentacle number one. 
Tentacle two would grab a mop 
And start on the kitchen fl oor 
While he dusted and polished the furniture 
With tentacles three and four. 
Tentacle fi ve would turn on the tap 
And tackle the washing up 
While tentacle six took a well-earned break 
And curled round a china cup. 
Tentacle seven would make the beds 
And set all the pillows straight, 
And all the time he’d be balancing 
On tentacle number eight.

Encourage children to join in with reading the poem with appropriate intonation and pacing.

The right animal for the job 
Organise children in pairs. Ask children to name a variety of animals – farm animals, jungle animals, domestic 
animals, etc. Write these on the whiteboard. Then have children name different chores – hoovering, dusting, 
washing up, laundry, emptying bins, cutting grass, watering fl owers, etc. Children should then pair up the 
animals with chores they could do. The fi rst child explains why the animal would be good at doing that 
chore; the second child disagrees, and gives a reason why the animal would not be good at doing the chore. 
Encourage children to be creative in their reasoning, e.g.:

Child A: I think that an elephant would be good at watering fl owers, because it could use its trunk.

Child B: I disagree. I think that an elephant would be bad at watering fl owers because it would trample all 
over them.

Children then swap roles and repeat.

Child B: I think that a cat would be good at washing dishes because it could use its tongue.

Child A: I disagree. I think that a cat would be bad at washing dishes because cats don’t like water.
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Class 1st Theme Work
Unit 6 Subtheme People that help us
Unit genre Narrative
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: ambulance, equipment, fi rst aid kit, trolley, 

fi refi ghter, fi re truck, hose, ladder, helmets
Tier 2 examples: equipment, stretcher, fi re extinguisher, stethoscope, 
paramedic

Lesson resources N/A

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
What’s wrong?
Group activity: Emergency incident

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and 
discussion/vocabulary 
Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity
Group activity: Can you help me? 

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Pair task: Interview

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Battling Fire’
Sound poems

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode) 
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask children the following questions, using the pen, spotlight and zoom 
tools to aid you:

 l Look at the picture of the fi re engine and the ambulance. What is the same and what is different?

 l Name three things you would fi nd on an ambulance.

 l Point to the stethoscope. What is a stethoscope used for?

 l What do you think fi rst aid means? What would be in a fi rst aid kit? 

 l What is the trolley for?

 l Point to the picture at the top right-hand corner. What has this man got on his face? What do you think 
this is for? What do you think the paramedic is saying to the man?

 l Look at the bottom middle picture. Can you name these objects?

 l What is the hose used for?

 l Look at the bottom left picture. What is this girl’s job? Can you guess what the different pieces of 
equipment she has might be used for?
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What’s wrong? 
Read the following sentences to the children. Ask them to identify what is wrong, justifying what they say, 
and giving you a corrected version of the sentence.

 1. An ambulance brings healthy people to the park.

 2. Ambulances are driven by teachers.

 3. Paramedics are people who have been trained to help sick animals.

 4. The trolley in the ambulance is used to bring patients shopping.

 5. There is a camera on top of the ambulance.

 6. Firefi ghters are very scared.

 7. Firefi ghters start fi ghts in the street.

 8. Firefi ghting is a very safe job.

 9. A fi refi ghter wears a woolly hat to protect their head.

 10. Firefi ghters wear shorts and tee-shirts when putting out fi res.

Group activity: Emergency incident 
Divide the class into small groups. Give each group an emergency scenario and explain that help is needed. 
Ask them to decide what emergency service is needed, what equipment is needed, and how they can help.

1. Emergency A
The local library is on fi re. There might be people inside. 
What emergency service should you call? What equipment will they need? How can you help?

2. Emergency B 
A football player has hurt his leg during a game. He can’t stand up.

3. Emergency C
An elderly lady has fallen on the pavement and dropped all her shopping. She can’t get up.

4. Emergency D 
The fi re alarm has gone off in school and smoke has been seen in the staff room.

In their groups, have children come up with their own responses to the different scenarios and then share 
them with the whole class. As a whole class, discuss whether or not the group made the right decision. Did 
they choose the correct equipment? Did they help in a safe way? 
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Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y. 

Q1. What do you call a person who puts out fi res?

Q2. What is an ambulance used for?

Q3. Why do ambulances and fi re engines need sirens?

Q4. Why do you think fi re engines have ladders?

Q5. What things might you fi nd in an ambulance?

Q6. Why do you think fi refi ghters wear helmets?

Q7. How do fi refi ghters protect themselves from smoke?

Q8. Do you think fi refi ghters are brave? Why?

Q9. Would you like to do either of these jobs when you grow up? Why?

Q10. Imagine that you met a fi refi ghter who saved people from a burning building. What questions would you like to ask them?

Pair task: Interview 
Organise the children in pairs. One plays the role of reporter and the other plays the role of either the 
paramedic or the fi refi ghter. The reporter then interviews the paramedic or doctor about his or her job. 

Encourage the children to ask questions like:

 l What is like to be a fi refi ghter / paramedic?

 l What is the best part about being a fi refi ghter / paramedic?

 l What is the worst part about being a fi refi ghter / paramedic?

Children then swap roles and repeat.
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Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Focus on the word brave. With the whole class, develop a 
vocabulary cluster around the word brave by identifying three opposites, three synonyms, a person and an 
animal that is brave. Record these on the board. See the example below.

shy

cowardly

fearful courageous

daringBRAVE

fearless Person:
Firefighter

Animal:
Lion

Have children repeat the activity with different words associated with the poster, such as ‘dangerous’ or 
‘helpful’.

Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster and play the sorting activity. Children have to decide which of the items 
displayed belong in an ambulance and which belong in a fi re engine. Encourage the children to justify their 
decisions. The items included are listed below.

Ambulance Fire engine

stethoscope
surgical mask
defi brillator
gloves
thermometer
fi rst aid kit 

ladder
axe
fi re extinguisher
fi re hose

Group activity: Can you help me?
Divide the class into two groups. Within each group call the children either A or B. All the As are patients and 
all the Bs are paramedics. 

Encourage the patients to come up with their own scenarios, giving them some ideas to start from, e.g. you 
have fallen down the stairs, you have burned your hand, you hurt your arm doing gymnastics, you banged 
your head, etc. Patients can have any kind of ailment they want. Every patient should then try to ‘visit’ 
every paramedic in their group and get advice and treatment. Set a time limit for each consultation with the 
paramedics, or tell patients when to switch paramedic, so this doesn’t take too long. Once the patients have 
visited each paramedic in their group they can then get together and decide who the best paramedic was, 
and perhaps who was the craziest! Encourage children to give justifi cations for their answers. Meanwhile, the 
paramedics all get together and decide who the craziest patient was. 

This is a multipurpose activity that encourages creative language engagement in addition to being useful for 
both vocabulary and structures. You can use it for reported speech (‘He said ...’, ‘She told me …’); you can use it 
for practising modals like ‘should’ or ‘must’; or for practising verb patterns such as ‘She suggested I should ...’, 
‘He insisted on me doing ...’ or ‘She told me to do ...’ etc.
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Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)  
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘Battling Fire’
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘Battling Fire’ by Mary E. Cronin:

Battling Fire
By Mary E. Cronin

Be gone, red fl ames,
I tell you this:
You’re going down
With a splutter and a hiss.

While others may run
From your angry hot roar,
With nozzle in hand,
I declare war.

I will drown you out,
Every fl are, every spark.
Until you are silent,
extinguished, dark.

Encourage the children to speak the poem with appropriate intonation and accompanying actions.

Sound poems 
Have the children identify the words in the poem that describe the different sounds fi re makes before it is put 
out: roar, splutter, hiss.

Scaffold the class to create a poem which tells the story of a fi re being put out by a fi refi ghter, using only 
sound words. Start by brainstorming some of the sounds that fi re makes, (e.g. crackle, sizzle, pop, whoosh) 
the sounds that a fi re engine might make, (e.g. vroom, screech, wail) and the sounds that a fi refi ghter’s 
equipment and the water from a hose might make. Organise children in groups and encourage them to put 
some of these words together into simple poems, e.g.:

Crackle, pop, roar
Vroom, wail, screech,
Gush, whoosh, gurgle,
Hiss, gasp, splutter,
Fizzle sizzle drip!

Have groups share their poems with the rest of the class.
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Class 1st Theme Special occasions
Unit 7 Subtheme Christmas 
Unit genre Procedure
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: Christmas tree, lights, camera, presents, 

bicycle, roller skates, pyjamas, slippers
Tier 2 examples: fi replace, excitement, delighted, festive, dishevelled

Lesson resources Christmas tree word list template; Christmas picture cards

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Pair talking task: Matching pairs 

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice 
questions
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and 
discussion 
Oral role play 

Lesson 2 Digital poster: Recap 
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Vocabulary development 
10/20 questions 

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Christmas 
Morning’ 
Group pair task: Text innovation (development 
of vocabulary)

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode) 
Play either Story 1 (starters) or Story 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the children’s ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask the children the following questions:

 l How many presents can you see under the tree? How many are wrapped? Are there differences 
between them? What is different? 

 l Describe Jack’s bike. What will Jack do on his bike? Do you have a bike? Compare similarities and 
differences between your bike and Jack’s bike.

 l What do you think might be inside the wrapped presents? Why?

 l Look at the Christmas tree. Describe it. (Encourage the children to use size, colour, shape and position 
vocabulary in their description.)

 l I can see an animal in the picture. What animal is it and where is it? (reindeer on top of the fi replace)

 l All the children in the poster are happy. How do we know they are happy? (They are smiling). Do you 
think the children are happier than the grown-ups? Why? Who do you think is the happiest of all in the 
picture? Why?

 l How many stockings can you see? Where are the stockings? Describe them. What might you fi nd in the 
stockings? Who does not have a stocking? Why?

 l Name something in the picture that is up high / down low.

Get the children to study the poster carefully. Remove the poster briefl y from the screen and ask the children 
to answer the six questions listed in the panel below. Ensure that you ask them if they agree or disagree with 
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the given answer before you show them the poster. Display the poster after each question to confi rm that 
they have given the correct answer.

Q1. Describe Mum’s pyjamas – the colour, pattern, etc. (striped top, red bottoms, snowman on front, etc.)

Q2. What is on top of the mirror and what colour is it? (yellow star)

Q3. Describe Dad’s socks. (red and pink stripes)

Q4. There are three baubles (Christmas decorations) hanging behind Mum. What colour are they? (red, yellow, blue)

Q5. What colour is the ribbon on the smallest present? (yellow)

Q6. What is sitting on top of the fi replace? (holly, Christmas tree, reindeer)

Pair talking task: Matching pairs 
Organise the children into pairs. Give each child a set of Christmas pictures (see Lesson Resource 2). The 
fi rst child starts by describing one of the pictures, without explicitly saying what it is, and continues until the 
second child identifi es the picture being described. They then reverse roles. The children take turns doing this 
until all of the pictures have been described.

 Lesson 2

Digital poster: Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the 
children briefl y. 

Q1. What day is it?

Q2. Where is the family?

Q3. What time of day is it? How do you know?

Q4. Why is Mum taking pictures?

Q5. How do you know that Dad is tired?

Q6. Do you think that the children like their presents? How do you know?

Q7. Do you think that Santa and Rudolph enjoyed their snacks? Why?

Q8. What do you think Dad is thinking about?

Q9. Which of the three Christmas presents would you most like to get? Why?

Q10. If you saw Santa climbing up your chimney on Christmas morning, what would you do?

Vocabulary development 
Print the blank Christmas tree template (see Lesson Resource 1), or create your own template. Ask the whole 
class to generate as many words as possible associated with Christmas and write them on the template, e.g. 
reindeers; tree; presents; toys; red; jolly; naughty; nice; sack; shiny; giving; etc. Ask the children to sort words 
into categories – nouns, verbs, adjectives, etc.
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10/20 questions 
This is a game where one player chooses a word from the word bank listed in the Vocabulary development 
section above, and the other players have to ask an agreed number of yes / no questions to determine what the 
word is, e.g. Is it a noun / verb / adjective? How many letters does it have? How many syllables does it have?

Lesson 3

Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice questions 
 Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Play each multiple-choice question for the children and see if they can 
correctly categorise the items that are associated with Christmas. Encourage them to provide explanations 
and justifi cations for their responses.

Q1.
A1.

Which treat would you bake for Christmas?
Shamrock cookies / Christmas cookies / Halloween cookies / Easter cookies

Q2.
A2.

How would you dress your puppy for Christmas?
Halloween puppy / St. Patrick’s day puppy / Easter puppy / Christmas puppy

Q3.
A3.

Which decoration would you hang on your Christmas tree?
Red bauble / Hanging pumpkin / Hanging Easter eggs / Shamrock beads

Q4.
A4.

Which head piece would you wear for Christmas?
Bunny ears / St. Patrick’s day hat / Santa hat / Halloween head piece

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with the children. Play a game of ‘I Spy’ using the poster as a stimulus, e.g. I spy with 
my little eye … something beginning with g (glasses). Then change the game to rhyming words. I spy with my 
little eye … something that rhymes with coat (boat), crescent (present) far (star) cable (table) grate (plate), etc.

Oral role play 
Organise the children into sets of pairs and read out the following oral role-play scenario: Santa got stuck in 
the chimney one Christmas morning and had to be rescued! 

Have one child play the role of reporter and another play the role of Santa. Have the ‘reporter’ interview 
‘Santa’ about his experiences.

PE9047_1st_Starlight_Lesson_Plan_TB.indb   37 30/01/2019   13:21



1st Class Oral Language Lesson Plans38

Starlight

Lesson 4

Digital poster 
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have the children take turns dragging the labels 
onto the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster: ‘Christmas Morning’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘Christmas morning’ by Peter Thabit Jones:

Christmas Morning
By Peter Thabit Jones

I wake on Christmas Morning,
My stocking on my bed;
Christmas Eve has come and gone
And Santa Claus has fl ed.
My presents all around me:
A bike! A ball to throw!
I look through the window pane,
At footsteps in the snow.

Group pair task: Text innovation (development of vocabulary) 
The aim of this activity is to replace words in the poem with synonyms, while retaining the meaning of the 
original text. Ask the children what words could be replaced in the poem without changing the meaning, 
e.g. Santa Claus can be replaced with St Nicholas, presents with gifts, throw with fl ing, look with peep, etc.
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Lesson Resource 1
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Lesson Resource 2
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Class 1st Theme Special occasions
Unit 8 Subtheme Occasions throughout the year
Unit genre Poetry
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: special occasions, celebrated, fi reworks,

colourful, parades, crowds, fl oats, spooky, pumpkin, wonderful
Tier 2 examples: Eid-al-Fitr, Ramadan, zombies, festival, midnight

Lesson resources Multimedia links

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Group activity: Recall of facts
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Draw, colour and describe

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and 
discussion 
Digital poster (Activity mode): Which holiday?
Oral report: Special occasions

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
KWL chart: Eid al-Fitr

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Fireworks’
Act it out!

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode) 
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level.

Group activity: Recall of facts 
Organise the class into six groups. Ask each group to focus on one of the special occasions described in the 
poster, i.e. New Year, St Patrick’s Day, Eid al-Fitr, Halloween, Diwali and Christmas, and to listen carefully. 
Replay Story mode. Each group must remember and recall as many facts as they can about each holiday. 
Groups should then feed these facts back to the whole class.

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Focus on tier one and tier two vocabulary. Write the following 
words on the board or give them out to each child in the class on a worksheet: spooky, fl oats, Christmas, 
midnight, crowds, zombies, colourful, fi reworks, celebrated, pumpkin, parades, wonderful. 

Read each of the statements below and have individual children take turns locating the words on the board 
or on their sheets. When they give you the word that is required, have them use it in an appropriate sentence. 

 l Find the word which means the same as creepy / scary.

 l Find the word which rhymes with boats.

 l Find the word which is a holiday celebrated in December.

 l Find the word which means the same as 12 p.m.

 l Find the word which means ‘lots of people’.

 l Find the word that describes scary creatures.

 l Find the word that describes what the fi reworks look like.

 l Find the compound word which is something that makes a loud noise.

 l Complete the sentence: Yesterday John … his birthday.
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 l Find the word which describes something we carve at Halloween.

 l Complete the sentence: On St. Patricks day there are many … in Ireland.

 l Find the word which means the same as ‘lovely’.

As a whole class, categorise the words into nouns, adjectives and verbs. Discuss the different meanings 
of the word ‘fl oats’.

Draw, colour and describe
Give each child a sheet of paper and drawing materials and ask them to draw and colour a picture depicting 
a holiday (of their own choosing or which you have assigned to them). Children then think of adjectives, nouns 
and verbs they can use to describe their picture and what is happening in it and write these down. Children 
then use these words to aid them in giving an oral report on their picture to the rest of the class.

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the 
children briefl y. 

Q1. Which picture shows Easter?

Q2. What holiday is being celebrated in the last picture?

Q3. Which picture shows Halloween?

Q4. What is the symbol of St. Patrick’s Day?

Q5. Why is Diwali called the ‘Festival of Lights’?

Q6. How long does Eid al-Fitr last?

Q7. Why do lots of people travel at Christmastime?

Q8. What is your favourite holiday of the year? Why?

Q9. Why do people use fi reworks to celebrate special occasions?

Q10. Why do you think people like celebrating special occasions?

KWL chart: Eid al-Fitr 
Create a KWL chart on the board about Eid al-Fitr. As a whole class, discuss with the children what 
they already know about Eid, and record this information on the board. Now organise children in groups. 
Encourage the children to discuss in their groups what else they would like to know about Diwali. Have 
groups feed their answers back to the whole class and record them on the board.

Play this video about Eid for the class: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5gf-BE-pgSg. In their groups, 
ask children to come up with three new facts that they learned about Eid. They then share these facts with 
the class and while you record them on the board. 
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Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Ask the children to listen carefully as you are going to make statements on the picture and they have to 
decide whether or not the information you give is true or false. This can be done as a whole class or group 
activity. 

 l We celebrate New Year on the 2nd January.

 l St. Patrick’s Day is an Irish holiday.

 l People wear blue clothes on St. Patrick’s Day.

 l Most people wear a shamrock on St. Patrick’s Day.

 l At Easter people go out and watch colourful fi reworks.

 l During Ramadan people only eat when it is dark outside.

 l At Halloween children go out carol singing.

 l At Halloween people dress up in creepy costumes.

 l Diwali is also known as the festival of elephants.

 l At Christmas people put up Christmas trees.

 l Santa Claus delivers chocolate eggs to children.

Digital poster (Activity mode): Which holiday? 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Ask children to look at the images displayed and to guess which special 
occasion is depicted by each one. Encourage children to justify their decisions and discuss them briefl y before 
moving on to the next picture.

The special occasions depicted are: New Year’s Eve, St. Patrick’s Day, Halloween, Diwali, Mother’s Day, Easter, 
Valentine’s Day, Independence Day, Christmas, Summer solstice, Eid-al-Fitr, summer special occasions.

Oral report: Special occasions 
Divide the class into groups. Give each group a different special occasion, e.g. Christmas, Easter, Halloween, 
Mother’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day, etc. Each group has to prepare an oral report on their given special occasion. 
Prepare the children to describe when the holiday happens, why it is important and what happens during 
this holiday. 
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Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)  
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels 
onto the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘Fireworks’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem, ‘Fireworks’ by Gareth Lancaster:

Fireworks
By Gareth Lancaster

BANG! There goes another one,
Screaming as it goes.
It’s getting high,
Up in the sky,
And fi zzle – there she blows!

WHOOSH! Up high above the house,
Behind a trail of sparks.
Yellow, orange,
Red and white,
Exploding in the dark!

Now ask children the following questions:

 l What sound words did the author use in this poem? (Bang, screaming, fi zzle, whoosh)

 l What colour words did the author use in this poem? (Yellow, orange, red, white)

 l What position words did the author use in this poem? (Up high, behind)

Have children draw a picture showing what they think the author is describing. 

Act it out! 
Divide the children into groups. Tell each group to add actions and sound effects to the poem and then 
perform it to the class. Encourage the rest of the groups to give positive comments on each group’s 
performance, e.g. I liked the way you added sound effects to help me hear the noise of the fi reworks, 
I enjoyed the way you mimed the fi reworks exploding, etc.
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Class 1st Theme School
Unit 9 Subtheme Green schools
Unit genre Recount
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: Green school, fountain, worms, 

vegetable patch/peels, award, litter, rubber gloves
Tier 2 examples: reduce, reuse, recycle, grounds, attend, 
litter picker, renewed, enrich, blossom, shade, shelter, compost, combat, organic waste, conserve, mural

Lesson resources N/A

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Who says?
Pair talking task: Role-play

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Expanding 
sentences 
Digital poster (Activity mode): Which bin?
Oral recount: Litterbug

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘The Worm’
Interview with a worm

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode)
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask the children the following questions:

 l Focus on the two girls in the bottom right of the poster. What are they doing?

 l What is the girl on the left using to water the plant? (Watering can) Why is it a good idea to water plants? 
(Plants need water to survive)

 l Focus on the girl and boy in the middle of the poster. What are they doing? What are they using to pick up 
the litter? What are they putting the litter into? (Black refuse / plastic sacks) What is the same about the 
boy and girl picking up litter? (They are both wearing high-vis vests and pink gloves, they have blue shirts 
and red ties, they have brown hair, they both have litter pickers and refuse sacks)

 l Focus on the boy with red cheeks who is looking down. Why does he look like this? (He is ashamed) 
What did he do wrong? Why do you think he did this? (He was being lazy / careless, he didn’t realise 
it is important not to litter)

 l Focus on the girl at the fountain. What is she doing? What is a fountain? Why do schools have fountains? 
Where else might you fi nd a fountain? (Park, back garden, city) 

 l Can you think of another word for litter? (Waste, rubbish, refuse, junk)

 l What do the words ‘reduce’, ‘reuse’ and recycle’ have in common? (They all start with ‘re’) What other 
words can you think of that start with ‘re’?
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Who says? 
Ask the children to listen to the following comments and guess which of the people in the poster is speaking: 

 1) You are doing a really great job! (Praising)

 2) Can I recycle this? (Asking for advice)

 3) I hope our vegetables grow really big! (Expressing a wish)

 4) I’m very sorry, I won’t do it again. (Expressing regret)

 5) You should be ashamed of yourself. (Scolding)

Pair talking task: Role-play 
Organise the children into pairs. Assign each pair a number between 1–4. Tell them they are going to 
role-play different scenes in the poster depending on what number they are. In other words, if they are ‘1’ 
they must role-play the teacher and boy planting the tree. If they are ‘2’, they role-play the two girls working 
on the vegetable patch, etc.

Role-play 1: Teacher and boy planting a tree Role-play 2: Two girls working on vegetable patch 

Role-play 3: Older girl scolding boy about littering Role-play 4: Boy and girl collecting litter

Each pair must imagine the conversation between the two people in the poster they are playing. Some pairs 
can perform their role-play for the class at the end.

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y. 

Q1. Where are the children?

Q2. What kind of day is it?

Q3. What is hanging on the school wall near the fountain?

Q4. What are the ‘three Rs’?

Q5. Why do you think people sometimes use litter pickers instead of their hands to collect rubbish?

Q6. Look at the boy who threw his crisp bag on the ground. How do you think he is feeling?

Q7. What kind of waste goes into a compost bin?

Q8. Why do you think people wear high-vis vests when they are collecting litter?

Q9. Do you think it is a good idea to grow plants and vegetables in school? Why?

Q10. What kind of things do you do in school to help protect the environment?
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Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Expanding sentences 
Go to the Explore mode with the children again. Write the following words on the board:

who colour

with size

when shape

where number

Model for the children how you can expand on a simple sentence to make it more interesting. Say one simple 
sentence to the children, e.g. ‘The girl is watering the plants.’ Then highlight the word ‘where’ on the board 
and explain that you are now going to expand the sentence to include ‘where’: ‘The girl is watering the plants 
in the school yard.’ Next, highlight the word ‘with’ and say you are going to expand the sentence to include 
‘with’ as well: ‘The girl is watering the plants in the school yard with her friend.’ 

Create more sentences and have the children take turns expanding upon them using one of the words on the 
board. 

Digital poster (Activity mode): Which bin? 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Ask the children to look at the images displayed and to guess which 
items should go in the compost bin and which should go in the recycling bin. Encourage them to justify their 
decisions and discuss them briefl y before moving on to the next picture.

Oral recount: Litterbug 
Organise the children into pairs. Tell each pair they must create an oral recount about a ‘green’ day at school. 
Remind them that recounts answer the questions ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘when’, ‘where’ and ‘why’. Write these 
question words on the board. Scaffold the children by brainstorming some things that might be done on a 
‘green’ day, e.g. Picking up litter in the yard / Planting trees / Putting waste food in the compost bin / Making 
sure lights are turned off, etc. 

Pairs should work together to create their recount, then share it with another pair, or with the rest of the class. 

Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)  
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have the children take turns dragging the labels 
onto the correct location in the poster.
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Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘The Worm’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘The Worm’ by Ralph Bergengren:

The Worm
By Ralph Bergengren

When the earth is turned in spring
The worms are fat as anything.
And birds come fl ying all around
To eat the worms right off the ground.
They like the worms just as much as I
Like bread and milk and apple pie.
And once, when I was very young,
I put a worm right on my tongue.
I didn’t like the taste a bit,
And so I didn’t swallow it.
But oh, it makes my Mother squirm
Because she thinks I ate that worm!

Encourage the children to read the poem with appropriate pacing and intonation.

Interview with a worm 
Organise the children into pairs. One child plays the role of a reporter while the other plays the role of the 
worm. The reporter interviews the worm about what exactly happened the time it was almost eaten by 
a young boy. Scaffold children around the scenario, e.g. the worm was in the garden, a little boy or girl is 
crawling around the grass, spots the worm and picks it up, etc. 
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Class 1st Theme School
Unit 10 Subtheme A bad day at school 
Unit genre Recount
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: Lego, bedroom, cereal box, porridge, whiteboard

Tier 2 examples: howled, injured, embarrassed, retrieved, soggy
Lesson resources N/A

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Pair interview task: Interview Jack

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Digital poster (Activity mode): Guess which picture
Pair talking task: My great day

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Group activity: My day

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Ben’
Rhyming pairs

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode): 
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask the children the following questions:

 l What has happened in the fi rst picture?

 l What’s the pattern on Jack’s bedroom walls? Where else is the same pattern in his bedroom? 

 l How do you think Jack felt after stepping on the Lego? (Angry, upset, annoyed, hurt, frustrated)

 l In the third picture, Jack has just missed his bus. What else has happened that Jack hasn’t noticed yet? 
(His school book has fallen into a puddle)

 l What lesson do you think Jack is in when he gets into trouble with the teacher, and what makes you think 
this? (Maths, because of the graphs and charts on the board)

 l In the picture where Jack is kicking the ball towards the window, describe how the other children might be 
feeling. (Nervous, worried, apprehensive, scared, aghast, appalled) 

 l Look at the children in the fi fth picture. What is the same about all the children, and what is different? 
(They are all wearing the same school uniform; they all look the same age; they have different coloured 
hair; they have different coloured skin; some are boys and some are girls)

 l What’s Jack eating for his dinner in the last picture? (Sausages, chips, ketchup, and a cake)

 l What’s Jack doing in the last picture that shows he’s happy? (Smiling, giving the thumbs-up sign)

 l How do you think Jack’s mum feels?

Ask the children to pick one word to describe how Jack might be feeling in each picture. (Cross, frustrated, 
tired, embarrassed, worried, happy)

Ask the children to discuss the worst thing that happened during Jack’s day, and what made it so bad.
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Pair interview task: Interview Jack 
Sit the children in pairs, and ask one of each pair to go into role as Jack and the other one to go into role as a 
friend or parent, who is asking Jack about his day. Write the words: ‘First, Then, Next, After that, Finally’ on 
the board. The children playing Jack should recount what happened during his day making use of the time 
words. The questioner should also use time words (e.g. What happened after that?). Encourage the children 
playing Jack to talk about how he feels after each event throughout the day.

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y. 

Q1. What time of day is it in the fi rst picture? How do you know?

Q2. What has Jack stepped on in the fi rst picture?

Q3. Look at the middle picture. What does Jack want to have for breakfast?

Q4. How do you think Jack feels as he races after the school bus?

Q5. What do you think Jack’s teacher is saying to him about his wet copybook?

Q6. Why do you think one of Jack’s friends covers her eyes when he kicks the ball towards the window?

Q7. What do you think Jack and his friends will do if the window breaks?

Q8. Have any of the bad things that happened during Jack’s day ever happened to you?

Q9. When you have a bad day, what do you do to make yourself feel better?

Q10. What kinds of things could Jack do to make sure he has a better day tomorrow?

Group activity: My day
Divide children into groups. Tell them that together they are going to recount a typical day going to school. 
The fi rst person in the group recounts the fi rst part of the day (e.g. First, I wake up. Then I get dressed and put 
on my uniform), the second person recounts the next part of the day (e.g. Next, I go downstairs and have my 
breakfast. Then I get my bag and put on my coat). Encourage children to include some details, for example 
what they eat for breakfast, how they get to school, their favourite classes, etc. During their recounts, the 
children should use time words (fi rst, then, next, after that) wherever possible. 
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Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Focus on exploring synonyms. For example, ask the children to 
look at each picture on the poster, while you say the corresponding sentence below. Repeat the word that has 
been underlined and ask the children to suggest alternatives which mean the same thing. For example, ‘What 
word could we use instead of “trod”, which would mean the same thing?’

Picture 1: Jack trod on the Lego and hurt his foot. (Stepped, walked, stood)

Picture 2: Jack noticed the cereal was fi nished. (Saw, realised, spotted)

Picture 3: Jack ran after the bus. (Sprinted, dashed, raced, rushed)

Picture 4: Jack looked at the teacher as he took his wet book and felt very embarrassed. (Ashamed, 
humiliated, mortifi ed)

Picture 5: Jack’s friends hoped the ball wouldn’t break the window. (Smash, crack, shatter)

Picture 6: Jack was pleased his mum had made him his favourite dinner! (Happy, delighted, thrilled)

Digital poster (Activity mode): Guess which picture 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Click each numbered button to hear what Jack is thinking. Ask the 
children to listen and fi nd the picture that matches Jack’s thoughts. Encourage the children to justify their 
decisions and discuss them briefl y before moving on to the next button.

The audio for each button is as follows:

Q1. From now on, I’m going to get up earlier and leave on time, so I don’t have to rush!

Q2. Now I understand why Mum is always telling me not to kick the ball near the house!

Q3. That’s it! When I get home from school this evening, I am going to tidy my room!

Q4. I spend enough time doing my homework – in future I’m going to take better care of my copybook!

Q5. Finally, things are looking up!

Q6. Next time I notice we are running low on cereal, I’m going to add it to the shopping list!

Pair talking task: My great day 
Put the children into pairs. Tell them that they should each take it in turns to recount a really good day, 
thinking of at least six things that went right (e.g. First I woke up and it was really sunny. Then I had my 
favourite breakfast – pancakes! Next I got on my bike and cycled to school through the park). The child who is 
not telling the story should ask lots of questions about what happened next, and how the good events made 
the child telling the story feel. 
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Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)  
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘Ben’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘Ben’ by Colin West:

Ben
By Colin West

Ben’s done something really bad,
He’s forged a letter from his dad.
He’s scrawled:
Dear Miss,
Please let Ben be
Excused this week from all P.E.
He’s got a bad cold in his chest
And so I think it might be best
If he throughout this week could be
Excused from doing all P.E.
I hope my writing’s
not too bad.
Yours sincerely
(signed) Ben’s Dad

Rhyming pairs 
Ask the children to read the poem ‘Ben’ and fi nd the rhyming pairs (bad / dad, be / P.E., chest / best). Then, 
ask the children to work in pairs to try and fi nd as many other words that rhyme with each pair as possible. 
Time the children to see which pair come up with the most alternative rhyming words in the quickest time. 
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Class 1st Theme The world around us
Unit 11 Subtheme Minibeasts
Unit genre Report
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: minibeast, poisonous, pests, fascinating, crawl, 

protected, stems, colony, continent, vegetable
Tier 2 examples: arachnid, paralyse, transformation

Lesson resources Multimedia links, minibeast cards

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Singular and plural
Pair talking task: Minibeast adventure!

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Which minibeast?
Minibeast headbands

Lesson 2 Digital poster: Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Group task: Sequencing activity

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Upside Down’
Minibeast poetry

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode) 
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask children the following questions, using the pen, zoom, spotlight and 
conceal tools to aid you:

 l Describe the butterfl y. (encourage children to describe as fully as possible using colour, size, number, 
texture and doing words)

 l Look at the ants. What are they doing and why?

 l Look at the picture of the spider. Where does it live? Why does it live there?

 l Which of the minibeasts in this picture can fl y? How do you know?

 l I want to fi nd a crab. Where would I go to look for one?

 l Which minibeasts do you think I would fi nd in my own garden?

 l Which minibeast carries its home around with them? Why does it do this?

 l Which minibeasts do you think feed on animals? Why do you think this?

 l Which minibeasts do you think feed on plants? Why do you think this?

Singular and plural 
Look at the minibeasts in the picture and model the correct language when using singulars and plurals, e.g.:

 l I can see one butterfl y. I cannot see three butterfl ies.

 l I can see a colony of ants.

 l Some minibeasts have lots of legs. The crab has ten legs.
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Discuss the different plural words which are formed by adding s onto the end of the word, e.g. ant / ants, 
snail / snails, beetle / beetles, etc.

Discuss and model other words which can be used to show that there is one or more than one, e.g.

 l I can see one ant. 

 l I can see many ants. 

 l I can see several snails. 

 l Here are a few woodlice, etc. 

Pair talking task: Minibeast adventure! 
Organise children in pairs. Describe the following scenario to the children: 

You have been shrunk by a shrinking machine and are now part of the tiny minibeast world! How do you feel? 
Where will you sleep? What will you eat? 

In their pairs, encourage children to discuss about where they would sleep, eat, how they would obtain food, 
how they would transport themselves, what they would do all day and what the world would look like. 
Children should listen carefully to what their partner says and then introduce their partner to the rest of the 
class by saying: Hello, this is … and he/she is the size of a … (spider, snail, ant) He/she eats … and sleeps in a … 
All day, he/she … etc.

Lesson 2

Digital poster: Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y. 

Q1. What colour is the butterfl y?

Q2. What colour is the Colorado potato beetle?

Q3. What kind of insect is in the third photo on the bottom of the poster?

Q4. What vegetable does the Colorado beetle like to eat?

Q5. Where is a scorpion’s sting?

Q6. Ants live together in large groups. What are these groups called?

Q7. Why are snails called garden pests?

Q8. Which of these animals do you like best? Why?

Q9. Which of these animals would you least like to meet? Why?

Q10. Can you think of any animals, besides butterfl ies, that transform?
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Group task: Sequencing activity 
Watch the following video with the children to identify the different stages of the life cycle of a butterfl y. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5RSpMQQOpw

Discuss with the children what they found out. Encourage the use of terms such as larva, pupa, chrysalis, 
eggs, etc.

Organise children in groups and give each group the pictures of the life cycle of a butterfl y included in Lesson 
Resource 1. In their groups, children must sequence the pictures in order, then orally re-tell the sequence. 
Encourage the use of sequencing terms such as fi rst, then, next, later, after that, fi nally. The groups can 
practise together before orally re-telling the sequence to the rest of the class.

Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Focus on descriptive terms. On the board, draw up a chart, 
enabling the children to use appropriate vocabulary to describe each minibeast. Encourage the children to use 
adjectives to describe what they look and feel like, and verbs and adverbs to describe how they move, e.g.:

Name of minibeast How does it look? How does it feel? How does it move?

snail brown
small

slimy
soft

slowly
sliding

Encourage the children to each say one or two sentences describing each minibeast using the vocabulary 
gathered, e.g. The soft slimy snail slides slowly across the leaf.

Digital poster (Activity mode): Which minibeast? 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Ask children to look at the images displayed and to guess which 
minibeast is speaking. Encourage children to justify their decisions and discuss them briefl y before moving on 
to the next picture.

Snail I like to take my time – I’m never in a hurry! I always leave a slimy trail behind me. Who am I?

Beetle Can you guess who I am? I’ll give you two clues. I have black stripes on my body and my favourite vegetable is the 
potato!

Crab I wear my skeleton on the outside of my body. Do you know who I am?

Butterfl y I am a beautiful insect with delicate wings. I transformed from a caterpillar! Guess who!

Scorpion I have eight legs and I hide my sting in the tip of my curly tail. Who am I?

Ant I may look small – but I can carry things up to 50 times heavier than me! I’d love to stay and chat, but I have lots of 
work to do.

Group activity: Minibeast headbands 
Print the minibeast cards included in Lesson Resource 2. Model the activity fi rst by inviting one child to the 
front of the room to select a card. Have the child wear a headband around their forehead and slot the card 
into it so it is clearly visible to the class, but the child can’t see it. The child then has to ask the class a series 
of yes or no questions in order to determine what minibeast is on the selected card. Once the children are 
familiar with the task they can be divided into smaller groups to play the game together. 
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Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)  
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘Upside Down’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘Upside Down’ by Aileen Fisher:

Upside Down
By Aileen Fisher

It’s funny how beetles 
and creatures like that 
can walk upside down 
as well as walk fl at.

They crawl on a ceiling 
and climb on a wall 
without any practice 
or trouble at all.

While I have been trying 
for a year (maybe more)
and still I can’t stand 
with my head on the fl oor.

Encourage children to recite the poem with appropriate gestures, intonation and actions. 

Ask children to:

 l Identify other animals that can walk upside down.

 l Find and locate rhyming words in the poem.

Minibeast poetry 
Organise the children in groups. Discuss snails with the class: what they look like, how they move, their 
slimy trails, etc. Ask the children to give you some words used to describe snails … shell, spiral, slow, slime, 
shiny, slippery etc. Write them as a list on a large sheet of paper, headed ‘Snails’, as the children say them. 
When the list is complete, read it back to the children. If a lot of the words began with ‘s’ / are colours / are 
movement words, etc., you could point this out to them. Now ask each group to create a poem using some 
of these words. Explain that it doesn’t have to rhyme – it could be a cinquain, kennings, or any other form of 
poetry the class has previously explored. Finally, have each group perform their poem for the class. 
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Lesson Resource 1
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Lesson Resource 2
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Class 1st Theme The world around us
Unit 12 Subtheme The Sun 
Unit genre Report
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: Earth, moon, Sun, billions, fur, feathers, 

desert, freezing, North Pole, South Pole, humans, plants
Tier 2 examples: survive, temperature, Solar System, crops

Lesson resources N/A

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): True or false?
Pair talking task: Oral report

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Whole-class activity: Word web

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘A Spike of Green’

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode) 
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask children the following questions:

 l Looking at the pictures of the Sun on the poster, how would you describe it? (Hot, burning, round, giant, 
sizzling)

 l Look at the picture with the camel and the picture with the penguins. What looks different about each 
place? (One looks hot and dry, the other looks cold and snowy)

 l How many planets are there between the Sun and Earth? (Two, they are Mercury and Venus)

 l What’s the name of the planet with the ring around it? (Saturn)

 l What are the differences between the desert and the North Pole? (One is cold, one is hot, one is full of 
sand, one is full of snow and ice) What are the similarities? (Not many people live there, the weather is 
very extreme) 

 l Look at the picture of the Earth. One half is bright and one half is dark. What time of day is it in the bright 
half? What time of day is it in the dark half?

 l Why are farms important? (They grow food or crops for people and animals)

Play a game of picture association with the children. Point to one of the pictures on the poster at a time, and 
ask them to call out the fi rst word they think of. For example:

 l Earth: land

 l Stars: sky

 l Sun: hot

 l Solar System: planets
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 l Beach: sand

 l Hills: countryside

 l Tractor: farm

 l Desert: dry

 l Penguins: snow

 l Plant: food

Ask children which environment they’d most like to live in and why (for example by the sea, in the countryside, 
in a hot desert, at the North Pole).

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y. 

Q1. What animals do you see on this poster?

Q2. How many planets are in the Solar System?

Q3. How old is the Sun?

Q4. Why are deserts so hot?

Q5. Not many people live in the North and South Poles. Why do you think this is?

Q6. Why is the Sun important for plants?

Q7. What makes a desert a diffi cult place to live in?

Q8. Why do you think we can only see stars at night?

Q9. Would you prefer to live in a very hot climate or a very cold climate? Why?

Q10. If you could, would you like to visit another planet? Why?

Whole-class activity: Word web 
Create a word web with the word(s) ‘Desert’ or ‘North / South Pole’ in the middle. Ask children to think of as 
many words as they that relate to each place, e.g.:

Desert: hot, boiling, blazing, roasting, dry, parched, yellow, sandy, barren, empty, isolated, hostile, lizard, 
camel, snake, cactus, oasis

North and South Pole: cold, freezing, icy, chilly, snowy, frosty, white, arctic, barren, isolated, polar bear, 
penguin, Arctic fox
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Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with the children again. Focus on the two extreme climates of the desert and the 
North and South Pole. Ask children to name as many animals as they can that live in the desert (e.g. scorpion, 
lizard, desert fox, snake, antelope), and as many animals as they can that live in the North and South Pole 
(e.g. polar bear, reindeer, seal, Arctic fox, walrus, whale, penguin). Talk together about what’s different 
between the groups of animals. Encourage the children to think about their skin or fur, what they eat, when 
they sleep, whether they can swim, how they protect themselves, etc.

Digital poster (Activity mode): True or false? 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Ask the children to listen to the six true or false questions. Encourage 
them to explain and justify their answers.

There are six planets in our Solar System. False

The Sun is a star. True

Earth is believed to be over four billion years old. True

Places that get large amounts of rain are called deserts. False

Plants need light from the Sun to make their own food. True

The North Pole and the South Pole get more direct sunlight than any other part of the Earth. False

Pair talking task: Oral report 
Discuss with the children what it might be like to live in either the desert or the North / South Pole. Organise 
the children into pairs and ask them to create an oral report entitled ‘A Day in the Desert / North Pole’. Each 
pair must pretend to be a reporter visiting the desert / North Pole for the day and reporting back. The report 
should include the following:

 l Title

 l The name of the place (e.g. the Sahara desert)

 l What the place looks / feels like

 l What the reporter saw (e.g. plant / animal life)

 l Conclusion

Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)  
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have the children take turns dragging the labels 
onto the correct location in the poster.
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Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘A Spike of Green’
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘A Spike of Green’ by Barbara Baker:

A Spike of Green
By Barbara Baker

When I went out
The Sun was hot,
It shone upon
My fl ower pot.

And there I saw
A spike of green
That no one else
Had ever seen!

On other days
The things I see
Are mostly old
Except for me.

But this green spike
So new and small
Had never yet
Been seen at all!

Read the poem aloud and with expression. Make sure to emphasise the metre. Then read the poem again, 
leaving out the last word in each verse – pot, seen, me, all. The children must use their understanding of the 
rhyme and vocabulary to complete the missing word.
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Class 1st Theme Food
Unit 13 Subtheme Funny foods 
Unit genre Poetry
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: giant, castle, kebab, loaf, chicken, meat, 

corn on the cob, vegetarian, pumpkins, broccoli, potatoes, turnip
Tier 2 examples: stumbled, sprinkling, devour, nibbling, peering

Lesson resources N/A

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Giant debate

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Flyswatter vocabulary game
Digital poster (Activity mode): Spot the difference

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Eating out

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘The Spaghetti 
Challenge’
Verb sentences

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode) 
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask children the following questions:

 l Look at the giants in the pictures and describe how they look. (Scruffy, greedy, messy hair, the mum and 
dad giants have pointy ears, bushy eyebrows, crooked teeth, long fi ngernails, warts on their faces)

 l What can you see in the mum and dad giants’ hair, which might seem unusual? (Bones in the dad giant’s 
beard, a mouse in the mum giant’s hair)

 l What different foods are on the boy giant’s kebab? (Steak / meat, red and green pepper, sweetcorn)

 l What different foods can you see in the mum giant’s stew? (Carrots, onions, broccoli, potatoes)

 l What do you think looks special about the eggs in the picture? (Shiny, golden, big)

 l What type of books are on the shelf? (Cookbooks and a gardening book)

 l The little pots on the side behind the mum giant are full of unusual things like toe nails and skin fl akes! But 
what would you expect to see in pots like that in a kitchen? (Herbs, spices, salt, pepper)

 l Why do you think there are gold coins on the window sill? Where do you think they came from?

Write the food categories ‘Meat’, ‘Vegetables, ‘Fruit’ and ‘Dairy’ on the board. Ask children to categorise as 
many different foods as they can from the picture, e.g.:

 l Meat: steak, chicken

 l Vegetables: lettuce, carrots, broccoli, sweetcorn, onions, peppers
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 l Fruit: pumpkin, grapes, tomatoes

 l Dairy: cheese

Ask children if they can think of any other foods that belong to these groups even if they aren’t in the poster.

Giant debate 
Split the class into two groups and explain that they’re going to argue two sides of an argument:

Ask one half of the class to argue the case for being a giant. They should put forward as many benefi ts as 
they can think of (e.g. you would be very strong, no one could harm you, you could get places really quickly by 
walking). 

Ask the other half of the class to argue against being a giant. They should put forward as many 
disadvantages as they can think of (e.g. it might be hard to make friends, fi nding clothes that fi t would be 
diffi cult, you’d bump your head all the time, you might always feel hungry).

Write the points made by each group on the board and discuss them in more detail. Children should then take 
turns to explain whether or not they would like to be a giant, justifying their choice. 

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y. 

Q1. What is the dad giant eating?

Q2. What is the mum giant eating?

Q3. Where are the children hiding?

Q4. How do you think the children are feeling?

Q5. How can you tell that the boy giant is enjoying his kebab?

Q6. Why do you think the dad giant is using a garden fork instead of a small kitchen fork?

Q7. What do you think the giants will do if they see the children?

Q8. What do you think would be good about being a giant?

Q9. Why do you think some people choose to be vegetarians?

Q10. Imagine that you were invited to have dinner with this family. What dessert would you bring for them?
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Eating out 
Put the children in groups of fi ve and explain that they’re going to do a role-play in an imaginary restaurant. 
One of the children in each group will play a waiter; the other four will be the giant family. The ‘waiter’ should 
invent a menu, describing a few dishes including a vegetarian one. They can use the food from the poster, 
describe their own favourite dishes or even create some unusual ones (e.g. beetle soup, roasted slugs, etc.). 
The giant family should ask questions about what’s in each dish before deciding on what they would like to 
eat for their starter, main course and dessert.

Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Focus on vocabulary from the lesson. 

Flyswatter vocabulary game 
Display the eight vocabulary words in parentheses below on the board. Bring up two children to the front 
of the room and give them fl y swatters (or have them play with rulers or their hands). Give the two children 
a clue about the word you are thinking of. The winner is the fi rst child to locate and ‘swat’ the correct word. 
You could also ask the child to use the word in a sentence to ensure they fully understand how to use it. Have 
other pairs take turns to come up to the board for the other words. 

Examples: Find the word on the board …

 l that describes someone who doesn’t eat meat. (vegetarian)

 l that is a big fruit and is very popular at Halloween. (pumpkin)

 l that is a green vegetable. (broccoli)

 l that is where kings and queens usually live. (castle)

 l that means the same thing as ‘eating greedily’. (devouring)

 l that has a similar meaning to ‘staring’. (peering)

 l that rhymes with ‘fault’. (salt)

 l that means the opposite of gobble. (nibble)

Digital poster (Activity mode): Spot the difference 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster and display the two images. Ask the children to work in pairs to identify 
the differences between them.

Remember: It is important to encourage the children to use language rather than pointing, e.g. ‘The boy has 
a wart on his nose in one picture and not in the other OR in the picture on the left / the picture on the right.’

PE9047_1st_Starlight_Lesson_Plan_TB.indb   65 30/01/2019   13:22



1st Class Oral Language Lesson Plans66

Starlight

Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)  
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘The Spaghetti Challenge’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘The Spaghetti Challenge’ by Leslie D. Perkins: 

The Spaghetti Challenge
By Leslie D. Perkins

My mom’s spaghetti is the best;
no other mom can beat it;
and every time she cooks it
I can hardly wait to eat it.
I twist the strands around my fork
with wonderful control,
but as I raise them to my mouth
they fall back in the bowl.
I twirl the noodles once again
with all the skill I’m able,
but as I lift them up to eat
they tumble to the table.
I spin my fork; spaghetti winds
around and round once more;
but as it nears my waiting lips
it slithers to the fl oor.
My mom’s spaghetti is the best;
no other mom can beat it;
but I would like it better
if I got a chance to eat it.

Verb sentences 
Ask children to work in pairs to fi nd all the verbs that the poet uses in the poem to describe the process of 
trying to eat spaghetti. (twist, twirl, tumble, spin, winds, slithers)

Each pair must then come up with one or more sentences using two of the verbs. (e.g. A snake twists and 
slithers along the ground.)
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Class 1st Theme Food
Unit 14 Subtheme Sweet and savoury 
Unit genre Procedure
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: cupcakes, fl our, eggs, margarine, sugar, 

cooking chocolate, oven, whisk, stir, spoon, tray,
whisk, crack, sieve, melt, bowl
Tier 2 examples: ingredients, mixture, decoration, preheat, delicious,
microwave, overfi ll, prepare, utensils, equipment

Lesson resources N/A

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Game: What am I?

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Digital poster (Activity mode): Choose the 
appliance
Make and mime: In the baker’s

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Freeze chant 

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘The Friendly 
Cinnamon Bun’

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode) 
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask children the following questions:

 l What does the poster show? (The steps for making cupcakes)

 l What do you call the information that you need to know how to bake something? (Recipe)

 l What are cupcakes? What kind of word is cupcakes? (A compound word)

 l What are ingredients? Can you name all the ingredients needed to make cupcakes?

 l Besides ingredients what else do you need to make cupcakes? (Cooking equipment / utensils)

 l What kind of food is margarine? (Dairy) What is a dairy? Why do you think margarine and butter are 
called ‘dairy foods’? What other foods comes from a dairy? (Milk, cheese)

 l What kind of food are eggs? (Protein) Can you name any other types of food? (Fruit, vegetables, fats, 
carbohydrates)

 l What is the person doing in Step 3? (Mixing the ingredients together) What are they using? (An electric 
mixer / beater)

 l What colours are the cupcake cases? What are they made out of? (Paper)

 l What is the person doing in Step 5? (Sieving the fl our and sugar into a bowl) What does the sieve do? 
(It breaks up big lumps of fl our and sugar and put air into the mixture)

 l What can you use to melt the chocolate? (Microwave) What kind of word is ‘microwave’? (A compound 
word) Can you think of any other compound words?
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 l What do you use the smarties for? (To decorate the cupcakes)

 l Can you think of any words that rhyme with eggs (Legs, eggs, begs, pegs), bake (Cake, make, shake, rake) 
butter (Mutter, shutter, fl utter)? 

 l Can you fi nd something that starts with an ‘s’ sound? (Spoon)

 l Can you fi nd something that we sprinkle / spread / break?

 l Can you fi nd a soft / hard food? 

 l Which of the foods melt when you heat them up?

Game: What am I? 
Describe different cooking utensils or kitchen equipment and have children guess what each item is, e.g. I am 
made of cloth or plastic. You put me on you when you are cooking to protect your clothes (apron); I am made 
of wood. I am long and thin like a stick but I have a round end. You use me to stir and mix things when you are 
cooking (wooden spoon). Depending on the ability of the class, you can write the items on the board at the 
beginning to help them identify the correct item.

 Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y. 

Q1. What ingredients do you need to make cupcakes?

Q2. What temperature should the oven be for baking cupcakes?

Q3. What do you put into the tray when making cupcakes?

Q4. What can you use to mix the sugar and margarine together?

Q5. Why should you use a sieve for the fl our?

Q6. Why is it a good idea not to overfi ll the paper cases?

Q7. Why do you think people wear oven gloves?

Q8. Do you enjoy baking? Why?

Q9. Can you think of other things you could use to decorate cupcakes?

Q10. Can you think of other nice treats that you could bake?

Freeze chant 
This chant is a way to practise the use of verbs and phrases containing verbs. 

Have the children walk around the classroom. Call out a baking action phrase (e.g. sieve the fl our; melt the 
chocolate; pour some milk; beat the eggs; spread the butter; mix the ingredients; turn on the oven; etc.). The 
children must chant the phrase and mime the action until the teacher calls out ‘freeze!’ Children then freeze 
on the spot, and any child that moves after the teacher ‘freezes’ the class is out. Repeat with another phrase 
until there is an overall winner or winners.

PE9047_1st_Starlight_Lesson_Plan_TB.indb   68 30/01/2019   13:22



1st Class Oral Language Lesson Plans 69

Starlight

If appropriate, some individual children could take the role of the teacher calling out the verb phrase when 
they are familiar with the activity.

Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Focus on:

Nouns: e.g. margarine; eggs; sugar; fl our; cooking chocolate; ingredients; baking tray

Adjectives: e.g. fl uffy; soft; creamy; delicious; scrumptious; tasty

Verbs: e.g. sieve; break; beat; melt; slice; spread

Categorical terms: e.g. ingredients; method; equipment; dairy; protein

Opposites: e.g. crisp / fl uffy; hot / cold; healthy / unhealthy

Rhyming words: e.g. fl our / shower; spoon / moon; bowl / roll; tray / stay

Verbs: e.g. whisking; sieving; breaking; beating; cutting; melting; spreading

Write the word ‘preheat’ on the board. Draw attention to the prefi x ‘pre’. Explain that it means ‘before’. So to 
‘preheat’ the oven means to heat it before you put the food into it. Ask children if they can think of any other 
words that begin with the prefi x ‘pre’ (prepaid, preview, premade, preschool) and what they mean. 

Digital poster (Activity mode): Choose the appliance 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster and click on the multiple-choice questions. Children must choose the 
appliance which best suits each of the tasks described. Discuss the possible answers and encourage children 
to justify their choices before moving on to the next question.

The audio questions will be:

Q1. Which one will you use to whisk the sugar and margarine together?

Q2. Which one will you use to make sure there are no lumps in the fl our?

Q3. Which one will you use to mix the eggs into the mixture?

Q4. Which one will you use to melt the cooking chocolate?

Make and mime: In the baker’s 
Have the class make a baker’s / chef’s hat during an art and craft lesson.

Organise the children in pairs and ask them to put on their baker’s hats and mime making cupcakes – turning 
on the oven, whisking the butter and sugar, cracking the eggs, sieving the fl our, putting on the top slice, 
spooning the mixture into paper cases, etc.

As one child makes the cupcakes, their partner gives a running commentary on what they are doing (e.g. 
Step 1, preheat the oven. Step 2, put the paper cases in the baking tray. Step 3, mix the sugar and margarine 
together in a mixing bowl, etc.)

Children swap roles and repeat.
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Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)  
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘The Friendly Cinnamon Bun’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘The Friendly Cinnamon Bun’ by Russell Hoban:

The Friendly Cinnamon Bun
By Russell Hoban

Shining in his stickiness and glistening with honey,
Safe among his sisters and his brothers on a tray,
With raisin eyes that looked at me as I put down my money,
There smiled a friendly cinnamon bun, and this I heard him say:
‘It’s a lovely, lovely morning, and the world’s a lovely place;
I know it’s going to be a lovely day.
I know we’re going to be good friends: I like your honest face:
Together we might go a long, long way.’
The baker’s girl rang up the sale. ‘I’ll wrap your bun,’ she said.
‘Oh no, you needn’t bother,’ I replied.
I smiled back at that cinnamon bun and ate him, 1, 2, 3
And walked out with his friendliness inside.

Open up a class discussion with the following points:

 l Discuss the language describing the cinnamon bun (Shining, sticky, glistening)

 l Talk about how the cinnamon is presented as a person in the poem with thoughts and feelings. Ask 
children to identify the words/sentences in the poem that poet uses to do this (e.g. his brothers and his 
sisters, raisin eyes, I hear him say...). Does this make them feel sorry for the cinnamon bun? Why? 

 l Organise children in pairs or small groups and have them pretend to be a baked item (e.g. cookie, 
doughnut, etc.). They can either take turns describe themselves (e.g. what they look like, where they live, 
how they are feeling) or they can have a conversation with each other with each child playing the role of 
the baked item they have selected.
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Class 1st Theme Holidays
Unit 15 Subtheme Camping 
Unit genre Narrative
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: camping, evening, animals, woods, nature, 

outdoors, sleeping bags, tent, hedgehog, campfi re, fi shing rod
Tier 2 examples: hustle and bustle, ideal, strumming, inviting, relaxing, 
pitched, nibble

Lesson resources N/A

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Activity: Categorising words 

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity
Game: Where am I going?

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Game: I spy … I hear … I smell

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Camping’
Activity: Let’s categorise 

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode)
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level.

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask the children the following questions:

Observation and description:

 l Where is the family?

 l What are they doing?

 l What is happening around the campfi re?

 l Who is sitting on the foldout chairs?

 l What animals do you see in the picture?

 l What is the boy with the stripy blue top doing?

Making inferences

 l What time of the day might it be? What makes you think that?

 l What season of the year might it be? Why do you think that?

 l What activities might they do the following day? What do you see in the picture that makes you 
think this?

 l What do you not see in the picture that would be useful on a camping trip? (Torches / toilet / map / 
raincoats etc.)
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Personal connections

 l Have you ever gone on a camping trip?

 l What did (would) you enjoy about a camping trip?

 l What did (would) you not like about a camping trip?

Describe the various items using increasingly complex syntax. (The green tent / the dome-shaped green tent / 
the dome-shaped green tent behind Grandpa.)

Activity: Categorising words
Nouns Use the spotlight tool to focus on different items as they are named. Use the pen tool to categorise the 
various items after they have been named. 

Animals People Items Food / food items

fox
hedgehog
mouse
birds
wildlife

Mum 
Dad
Grandma
Grandpa
family
Ava
Joe
Conor

tent
music
table
campfi re
foldout chairs
backpacks
bed
fi shing rod
lake
stars
sleeping bags
guitar

snacks
marshmallows
sausages
fl ask
cool box
mug
cup

Verbs: going, take, spend, singing, playing, smelt, steal, see, sitting, lying, cooking, looking, try, eat, wait, 
brought, fi shing, sleep, escape, setting, fi lled, strumming, relaxing, enjoying, curl, stretched, cooking melting, 
examining, making, plans

Adverbs: Of time – sometimes, evening time, every day, early; Of degree – certainly, very

Adjectives: peaceful, clever, little, cosy, foldout, sneaky, new, very, close

 Lesson 2

Digital poster: Recap (Story mode) 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.
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Digital poster 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y. 

Q1. Where is the family?

Q2. What time of day is it?

Q3. What is Grandma doing?

Q4. Why do you think the fox is looking at the table?

Q5. What do you think the family will do if they see the fox?

Q6. Why do you think the family pitched their tents close to the lake?

Q7. Do you think it is a good idea to bring foldout chairs on a camping trip?

Q8. What things would you like to do on a camping trip?

Q9. What do you think is the best thing and the worst thing about camping?

Q10. Do you think it’s important for people to spend time outdoors in nature? Why?

Game: I spy … I hear … I smell 
Describe objects from the poster based on what they either look, sound or smell like, e.g:

I spy with my little eye …

 l Something spikey, small and sleepy.

 l Something blue and warm and cosy.

 l Something red that keeps my drink warm.

Children take turns choosing an object from the poster and describing it based on how it looks while the other 
children must guess what the object is. 

I hear with my little ear …

 l A crackling sound.

 l A musical sound.

Children take turns choosing an object from the poster and describing what it sounds like while the other 
children must guess what the object is. 

I smell with my little nose …

 l A sweet smell that reminds me of treats.

 l A smoky smell that reminds me of breakfast.

Children take turns choosing an object from the poster and describing how it smells while the other children 
must guess what the object is. 
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Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Focus on:

Plurals – Examine the different types of plurals in the poster and then have children identify plurals for each 
type themselves:

Add -s: tent(s), guitar(s), tree(s)

Add -es: box(es), brush(es), bush(es), dish(es), glass(es)

Words that change: mouse / mice, child / children, man / men

Comparative and superlative – Read out the sample sentence: Ava was hungry, Mum was hungrier but the 
fox was the hungriest of all.

Ask children what they could say about the following and how would they could compare each item to other 
things in the poster: 

Mouse – small / smaller / smallest

Tents – big / bigger / biggest

Sausages – hot / hotter / hottest

Prepositions – Ask children where the following are:

The tent (beside the lake)

The mouse (behind the backpack)

The fl ask (on the table)

Grandma in relation to the stool (on the stool)

Grandpa in relation to the green tent (in front of the tent)

The hedgehog in relation to the table (under the table)

Compound words – Point out the backpack in the poster. Write the words ‘back’ and ‘pack’ on the board and 
explain that these are compound words.

Ask children to fi nd other compounds words in the poster. (Fishing rod, lunch box, foldout (chair))

Ask them if they can think of any other compound words and if they can put each word in a sentence. 

Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity
Go to the Activity mode of the poster and play the sorting activity. The children must decide which of the 
items displayed they would bring in their backpack for camping. Encourage the children to justify their 
decisions. The items included are:

Sleeping bag, Xbox, fl ask, pillow, sunscreen, hairdryer, fl ashlight, skateboard, pet cat, insect repellent, iPad, 
hiking boots, hat and gloves, electric blanket.
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Game: Where am I going?
Divide the children into groups. Each group has a list of items in a backpack and must guess the destination 
of the traveller and give the reasons why they have come to this conclusion.

 l Backpack 1: sunscreen, sunglasses, swimming togs, towel, fl ip-fl ops, insect repellent

 l Backpack 2: warm coat, scarf, hat, gloves, fl ask

 l Backpack 3: tickets, camera, comfortable shoes, metro timetable

 l Backpack 2: tent, sleeping bag, compass, raincoat, fi shing rod

Ask children to list the items that they would put in a backpack if they were going to a place they would love 
to visit. Ask them which items they chose and why.

Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode) 
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘Camping’
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘Camping’ by Karen McGuigan Brothers:

Camping
By Karen McGuigan Brothers

Sleeping in my sleeping bag
Here inside the tent,
Softly now the night breeze blows,
Through a netted vent.
Listening to the crickets sing
a joyful all-night tune,
Twinkling stars fi ll up the sky
Lit brightly by the moon.
Hearing the crackling of the fi re
And the night bird’s peaceful song,
Camping is my favourite thing
To do all summer long.
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Activity: Let’s categorise
Divide children into groups. Draw the below box on the board and tell each group to copy it. The fi nal box 
should be left blank.

Things I do (verbs) Describing Words (adjectives) Animals Nature

The children in each group have three minutes to fi ll in as many words into each box as they can. At the end 
of the activity one member of the group shares with the class the words in each column.

Next tell each group to focus on the blank column. Ask them to work together to create their own category 
and fi ll it with words from the poem that they feel belong to it. Again a member of each team shares their 
category and list with the class with opportunity for debate and rationalisation to occur.
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Class 1st Theme Holidays
Unit 16 Subtheme Summer at home 
Unit genre Narrative
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: summer, holidays, wheelbarrow race, climb

treehouse, rope, rollerblading, skateboarding, ramp, lemonade
Tier 2 examples: drone, conditions, soaked, entertaining, protective, 
refreshing

Lesson resources N/A

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Activity: Super similes

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice 
questions
Bailey the dog’s story

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Activity: Guess the game

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Sunfl akes’
Sunfl ake drawing

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode) 
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask children the following questions:

 l What time of year is it? 

 l What kind of day is it? What do you need to wear on your skin on a sunny day? (Suncream) Why do we 
wear suncream? (To protect our skin from the sun)

 l Why aren’t the children in school? (They are on holidays) How do you feel when you are on holidays? 
(Happy, delighted, excited, thrilled, overjoyed, ecstatic, jumping for joy!)

 l What are the children having a water fi ght using to hold the water? (A bucket) What kind of bucket is it? 
(A yellow, plastic bucket)

 l Describe what you do when you are having a water fi ght.

 l What is another way to say ‘soaked’? (Wet through, drenched, sopping)

 l How many children are having a wheelbarrow race? Why is it called a wheelbarrow race? 

 l What are the children using to fl y the drone? (A remote control) What does the word remote mean? 
(Far off, distant)

 l Can you name the different types of clothes the people in the poster are wearing?

 l What other games can you play outside at home? (Kick the can, hide and seek, tag, football, soccer, 
hurling, bulldog, rounders, sly fox, etc.)
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Nouns: Use the spotlight tool to focus on different items as they are named. Use the pen tool to categorise the 
various items after they have been named, e.g. circle … games / activities involving wheels, games you need 
equipment for, games / activities you can play in a group / on your own

Verbs: e.g. running, sprinting, chasing, swinging, skating, squirting, spraying, fl ying, zooming, gliding, hiding, 
concealing, drinking, gulping

Prepositions: e.g. beside; under; near; above; across from; next to; in front of; between

Activity: Super similes 
Draw a table on the board with the headings ‘Colour’ and ‘Animals’. Draw attention to the grass in the poster. 
Ask what colour it is. Ask children if they have heard of the expression ‘as green as grass’. What about as 
brave as a lion? Explain that sometimes we compare one thing to another to show similarities. 

Colour Animals
As green as grass As brave as a lion

See if children can come up with other similes themselves and write them on the board. 

Colour: as black as coal; as white as snow; as red as a rose / beetroot; as yellow as gold

Animals: as slow as a snail; as blind as a bat; as busy as a bee; as smart as a fox

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y. Encourage them to justify and expand upon their answers. 

Q1. Where are the children?

Q2. What is the weather like?

Q3. What games are being played?

Q4. Look at the boy being sprayed with the water pistol. How do you think he feels?

Q5. Why do you think the dog is looking up at the drone?

Q6. Do you think setting up a lemonade stand in the park is a good idea? Why?

Q7. Can you think of other good places to go on a sunny day?

Q8. How do you know that the girl on the skateboard is experienced at skateboarding?

Q9. Imagine that you were playing outdoors on a lovely, hot day. Which activity would you be doing?

Q10. What do you think is the best thing and the worst thing about summer holidays?
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Activity: Guess the game 
First model the game for the children. Say you are going to describe a game or activity you can play outside 
and that the children must guess what it is, e.g. ‘You need other people to play this game. One person closes 
their eyes and counts to 20 and everyone else must hide,’ etc.

Divide children into pairs. They take it in turns to describe a game or activity and their partner must guess 
what it is. 

Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Focus on:

Plurals – e.g. children / children

Opposites – e.g. sunny / dull or cloudy; fun / boring; daring; careful; protect; hurt

Comparative and superlative – e.g. hot, hotter, hottest, wet, wetter, wettest

Rhyming words – e.g. grass / pass / mass; tree / free / see; skate / hate / crate

Suffi xes – e.g. swing / swinging; skate / skating; chase / chasing, drink / drinking, play / playing

Compound words – e.g. rollerblade, skateboard, pigtails, wheelbarrow

Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice questions 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster and click on the multiple-choice questions. Children must choose 
the activity which best suits each of the weather conditions described. Discuss the possible answers and 
encourage children to justify their choices before moving on to the next question.

The audio questions will be:

Q1. Choose an activity for a warm, sunny day.

Q2. Choose an activity for a rainy day.

Q3. Choose an activity for a dry, windy day.

Q4. Choose an activity for a snowy day.

Bailey the dog’s story 
Spotlight the dog looking up at the drone. Ask children:

 l Why do you think he is looking up at the drone? 

 l What do you think he is thinking? 

 l What do you think might happen next?

Scaffold children to tell a simple story of how Bailey the dog got lost. He ran after the drone, got lost but was 
eventually found again. 

Ella and Tom were having great fun playing with their new drone. Suddenly there was a strong gust of wind 
and the drone blew off down the street. Bailey the dog ran after it. But he ran too far and got lost. Ella and 
Tom were very upset. They told all the other children playing outside what had happened. The children all 
split up into groups. The groups went looking for Bailey in the nearby streets. Eventually Ella and Tom found 
Bailey in someone’s front garden. He was playing with a small girl and having lots of fun. Ella and Tom were 
very relieved and took Bailey home. 
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Encourage the children in pairs / groups to retell the story AND / OR to create another story based on the 
poster, e.g. when the girl skateboarding fell off the ramp, when the branch on the swinging tree broke, when 
the sun disappeared behind the cloud and it began to rain, etc. Aim for fi ve to eight sentences in the past 
tense, sequencing the events correctly, including a climax and a resolution.

Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)  
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘Sunfl akes’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘Sunfl akes’ by Frank Asch:

 Sunfl akes
By Frank Asch

If sunlight fell like snowfl akes,
gleaming yellow and so bright,
we could build a sunman,
we could have a sunball fi ght,
we could watch the sunfl akes
drifting in the sky.
We could go sleighing
in the middle of July
through sundrifts and sunbanks,
we could ride a sunmobile,
and we could touch sunfl akes –
I wonder how they’d feel.

Encourage children to speak the poem with appropriate intonation, facial expression and gesture.

Sunfl ake drawing 
Ask children to draw a picture of a sunfl ake / sunman / sunball fi ght. Have them write adjectives around the 
picture to describe it (e.g. hot, warm, bright, orange, delicate, etc.).
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Starlight Oral Language – First Class Starters and Flyers stories

Unit 1 Starters Story Flyers Story
It’s a lovely day in the park. Some people are 
walking their dogs, others are playing games 
and having fun.

It’s a beautiful day and the park is full of 
activity. Some people are walking their dogs, 
while others are playing games and having fun 
with friends.

There are lots of things to do in the park. 
These boys are playing a game of football on 
the football pitch.

This park has some great facilities. These 
boys are playing a game of football on the 
football pitch. They all look determined to win.

These two friends are playing a game of 
tennis on the tennis court. Who is going to 
win?

To the right of them, two friends are playing a 
game of tennis on the tennis court.

This group of friends are sitting beside the 
duck pond. They are talking and playing 
music. One girl is doing a handstand.

Over by the duck pond, a group of friends are 
chatting and playing some music. One of the 
girls is getting restless – she is practising her 
handstands.

These boys are kicking a ball to each other. 
They are trying to keep the ball in the air!

Not far away, two boys are kicking a ball back 
and forth. They are doing their best to keep 
the ball in the air the whole time!

Many people walk their dogs in the park. This 
couple keep their dog on a leash, so that he 
can’t run off!

Lots of people come to the park to walk their 
dogs. This couple are enjoying a stroll with 
their pet. They’re keeping him on a leash, just 
in case he decides to chase after the ball!

These two girls enjoy roller skating and cycling 
in the park. I wonder who can go faster?

Further down the path, two girls are whizzing 
along happily. I wonder who can go faster. 
The girl on the roller skates, or the girl on the 
bicycle?

It is nice to spend time in the park on a sunny 
day.

On a day like this, the park is the perfect 
place to be. Whether you’re an active person, 
or someone who prefers to relax, you’ll fi nd 
something to do in the park.
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Unit 2 Starters Story Flyers Story
Fionn is moving house. His new home is in 
a nice neighbourhood. It has a small front 
garden.

Fionn and his family are moving house. Their 
new home is in a nice, friendly neighbourhood. 
It is a semi-detached house and has a small 
front garden.

Fionn is excited about moving, but he is also a 
bit nervous.

Fionn is excited about the move. However he 
is also a little nervous about living in a different 
neighbourhood and starting in a new school.

Some men are lifting things out of the white 
truck. The couch looks heavy! Fionn’s parents 
are bringing boxes into the house.

The white truck is parked outside. Some men 
are lifting the heaviest items carefully down 
the ramp. The couch looks like it weighs a 
ton! Fionn’s parents are carrying some of the 
lighter boxes into the house.

A little boy is standing in the garden. He is 
watching his new neighbours moving in to the 
house next door.

A little boy who lives next door is standing in 
the garden watching all the commotion. He is 
curious about his new neighbours.

Today is Fionn’s fi rst day at his new school. 
The classroom is bright and everyone looks 
happy.

Today is Fionn’s fi rst day at his new school. 
The classroom is bright and everyone seems 
warm and friendly.

The teacher is introducing Fionn to the class. 
She is showing him the desk where he will be 
sitting.

Fionn’s teacher is welcoming him and 
introducing him to his classmates. She is 
pointing him towards an empty desk in the 
front row. The boy in the desk beside it looks 
familiar. Where has Fionn seen him before?

Fionn is feeling shy, but the other children 
seem kind and friendly.

Fionn has butterfl ies in his tummy. He is 
feeling shy and nervous. But this seems like a 
good school and the pupils in his class seem 
kind.

Moving house and going to a new school is a 
big change. Good luck Fionn!

Sometimes change can be scary, but it can 
also be exciting. Moving house, or starting in 
a new school, can be a great adventure. Good 
luck Fionn!
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Unit 3 Starters Story Flyers Story
Lots of animals can be pets. Many people 
have dogs, cats, hamsters or goldfi sh. Some 
people have spiders and snakes!

Lots of animals make great pets. Dogs and 
cats are very popular. Other favourite indoor 
pets include hamsters and goldfi sh. Some 
people choose more unusual pets – like birds, 
spiders, and even snakes!

This is Cuddles. He likes playing fetch and 
going on long walks. His owner is giving him a 
bath because he got dirty in the mud.

Cuddles is a golden retriever. He enjoys 
playing fetch and being taken on long walks. 
He loves to get dirty by rolling around in the 
mud, so his owner gives him regular baths. It’s 
important to look after your pet’s health.

This cat and dog are friends. They even share 
a bowl at dinner time! Unlike dogs, cats can 
clean themselves and don’t need to be taken 
on walks.

This cat and dog seem to have taken a 
liking to each other. They are even sharing 
the same bowl at dinner time! Cats are 
more independent than dogs – they clean 
themselves and don’t need to be taken on 
walks. 

Goldfi sh are easy to look after. Just make sure 
to feed them every day. You should also keep 
their fi sh tank nice and clean.

Goldfi sh are easy to look after. However, you 
must make sure to feed them every day and to 
clean out their tanks regularly.

This hamster is running in his wheel. He 
needs lots of exercise because he eats a lot. 
Sometimes he fi lls his cheeks with food – 
saving it for later!

Whoa! Slow down there, mister! Hamsters 
love running, so a running wheel is a perfect 
way for them to exercise. They like to store 
food and sometimes stuff their cheeks full with 
it! It’s important to keep hamster cages clean.

Some snakes can be pets. They need special 
care. It is important to keep them warm and 
give them lots of food.

Some people keep snakes as pets. This may 
seem strange. But certain snakes can make 
great pets with the right kind of care. It is 
important to keep them warm and well fed.

Would you like a giant spider for a pet? This 
tarantula is somebody’s pet!

Speaking of frightening – how would you like 
a giant spider for a pet? For some people, 
a tarantula like this one can be a great furry 
friend. Tarantulas can move quickly, so it’s 
important not to let them escape.

Pets can be big or small. They can live inside 
or outside. All pets need good care. 

Pets can be big, small, furry or scaly. They 
can live indoors, outdoors, on land or in water. 
Each pet has its own needs, but all pets need 
care and attention. Treat them well, and they 
will be your best friend!
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Unit 4 Starters Story Flyers Story
Welcome to the world of amazing animals! 
Let’s meet some of the most interesting 
creatures that live on Earth.

Welcome to the world of amazing animals! 
Let’s fi nd out about some of the most 
fascinating creatures that live on our planet. 

This is the peregrine falcon. It is the fastest 
animal in the world. It fl ies extremely fast 
when it is hunting. It is a bird of prey – this 
means it eats other animals such as rats, bats 
and even small birds. 

Meet the peregrine falcon. This magnifi cent 
bird is the world’s fastest animal. It can reach 
speeds of up to 320 kilometres an hour! This 
comes in handy when swooping down on prey. 
The peregrine falcon feeds on animals such 
as rats, bats and even small birds. 

The giant tortoise lives longer than any other 
animal! It moves very slowly, so it can’t run 
away from animals that want to eat it. Luckily, 
it has a strong shell to protect it. A tortoise like 
this one could live for more than one hundred 
years.

Next up: the giant tortoise. This gentle 
creature is never in a rush. That’s because it’s 
the longest-living animal on the planet! Giant 
tortoises are slow-moving and have tough 
shells to protect them from predators.

Did you know that there are almost three 
thousand different types of snakes? Most are 
harmless, but a few are poisonous and can 
be dangerous. Snakes can eat animals much 
bigger than they are. They just have to open 
their mouths REALLY wide!

Did you know that there are nearly three 
thousand species of snake in the world? 
Snakes have a unique ability. They can open 
their jaws REALLY wide. This means they can 
eat much bigger things than you might think. 
Like this snake who is determined to swallow 
that egg!

Bats hunt for food at night. They can’t see very 
well in the dark and so they have a special 
way of fi nding things. They make a sound and 
then listen out for an echo. The echo helps 
them to fi nd objects. 

Many people think bats are blind. But this 
isn’t true. Bats can see almost as well as we 
can. However, they do all of their hunting 
at night. They use a special system called 
‘echolocation’ to help them fi nd things. They 
make sounds using their mouth or nose. Then 
they listen carefully for the echo to tell them 
where the objects are. 

There are so many things to learn about 
animals. Did you know that the giraffe is 
the tallest animal in the world? Or that the 
elephant is the largest land animal in the 
world?  

There are so many amazing animals on Earth 
– like the long-legged giraffe, the tallest animal 
in the world. Or the big-eared elephant, the 
largest land animal in the world. 

Do you know why a sloth would never win a 
race against a cheetah? It’s because the sloth 
is the slowest land animal in the world and the 
cheetah is the fastest land animal!

Then, there’s the sloth, which would never win 
a race against a cheetah. Why? Well, the sloth 
is the world’s slowest land animal and the 
cheetah is the fastest land animal of them all!

Can you name any of the other animals on the 
poster? What do you know about them?

Take a look at some of the other animals 
on this poster. Do you know what amazing 
abilities they have?
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Unit 5 Starters Story Flyers Story
Some animals do important jobs. These 
animals help people in many different ways.

You know that some animals make great 
pets. But did you know that many animals 
also perform important jobs? These working 
animals help humans in all kinds of ways.

Guide dogs help people who are blind to fi nd 
their way around. Sheepdogs help farmers 
to herd sheep. Some dogs even work at the 
airport!

Dogs are often said to be ‘man’s best friend’. 
Many dogs learn special skills to help people. 
Some are guide dogs, helping people who are 
blind to walk down the street. Some dogs work 
on farms, herding sheep for farmers. There 
are even dogs that help keep us safe! They 
can sometimes be seen at airports, sniffi ng 
out dangerous items in luggage.

Police offi cers sometimes ride on horses. 
This gives them a good view of everything. 
Some horses are used to help people to travel 
around. 

Horses are strong, powerful animals. In busy 
cities, the police often ride them to get a better 
view of the street below. Sometimes they carry 
tourists around.

An ox is a very strong animal. It can lift things 
that are heavy. Some farmers use oxen to 
help them on their farms. 

Have you ever heard the expression ‘as 
strong as an ox’? An ox is an extremely 
strong animal that can lift or move very heavy 
objects. On some farms, farmers use oxen to 
pull their ploughs.

Elephants are very strong animals too. They 
can carry heavy objects with their trunks.

Elephants are also very strong animals and 
can carry very heavy objects with their trunks.

Did you know that some pigeons can deliver 
letters? They are called carrier pigeons or 
homing pigeons.

Did you know that pigeons can deliver post? 
That’s right. Carrier, or homing, pigeons can 
be trained to take letters from one place to 
another.

We should always be kind to animals. They 
help us in so many ways.

Animals of all shapes and sizes – from the 
largest elephant to the smallest bee – can be 
of help when we need them. It’s important to 
appreciate animals – they are helpful to us in 
so many ways.
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Unit 6 Starters Story Flyers Story
Sometimes accidents happen or people 
become ill. Who should you call if you need 
help?

Sometimes accidents happen or people fall 
ill. Who do you call in case of an emergency? 
Here are some of the people who can help.

An ambulance brings people who are sick 
to the hospital. The people who work in the 
ambulance are a bit like doctors or nurses. 

An ambulance brings sick or injured people to 
and from hospital. Ambulances are driven by 
paramedics. Paramedics are people who are 
trained to help sick people in an emergency.

All ambulances have a siren on the roof. They 
also have things like fi rst aid kits and trolleys. 

When ambulances are in a hurry, they turn on 
a siren. This alerts other drivers to let them 
pass quickly. On board an ambulance, there 
are things like stethoscopes and fi rst aid 
kits. Ambulances also have trolleys, so that 
patients can be moved safely and quickly.

Firefi ghters are very brave. They will run into a 
burning building to try and save people. 

Firefi ghters are incredibly brave. They are the 
people who run into a burning building when 
everyone else is running out! Firefi ghters are 
trained to deal with emergencies.

Fire engines are very useful when there is a 
fi re. They have long ladders, fi re extinguishers 
and water hoses.

Fire engines are equipped to deal with both 
small and large fi res. On board a fi re engine, 
you will fi nd ladders, fi re extinguishers, water 
hoses and helmets. 

Firefi ghting is a dangerous job. Firefi ghters 
wear helmets and special clothes to keep 
them safe.

Fighting fi res can be extremely dangerous, so 
fi refi ghters need to make themselves as safe 
as possible. They wear clothing that protects 
them from fi re and smoke. A helmet protects a 
fi refi ghter’s head. 

Aren’t we lucky to have people to help us in an 
emergency?

Paramedics and fi refi ghters do very important 
work. They help us when we need it most and 
they often save lives.
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Unit 7 Starters Story Flyers Story
It is Christmas morning and the whole family 
are in the living room. The children can’t wait 
to open their Christmas presents.

It is Christmas morning and the family 
has gathered in the living room. There are 
presents piled high beneath the Christmas 
tree and the children can barely contain their 
excitement.

Jack is sitting on the couch, opening his 
present. It’s just what he wanted – a blue boat! 
Jack will have so much fun with his new toy.

Jack is the youngest member of the family. 
He is sitting on the couch, unwrapping his 
present. A blue boat – just what he always 
wanted! Jack is already imagining all the fun 
and adventures he can have with his new toy!

Conor sees his gift beside the window. It is a 
blue and orange bicycle! Conor is thrilled. He 
can’t wait to cycle his new bike around and 
show it to all his friends.

Conor has spotted his gift over by the window 
and is racing towards it. He can’t believe his 
eyes: a brand-new bicycle! Conor can’t wait to 
cycle it around the neighbourhood and show it 
to all his friends.

Grace sees a pair of pink roller skates beneath 
the tree. These were on her Christmas list to 
Santa! She is delighted. Later today, she will 
go skating.

As for Grace, she has just caught sight of a 
pair of fancy pink roller skates wrapped in 
a bow. These were on her Christmas list to 
Santa, so she is absolutely thrilled.

Mum is wearing her Christmas pyjamas and 
a red dressing gown. She loves Christmas 
morning and is taking photos with her new 
camera.

Isn’t Mum looking festive in her Snowman 
pyjamas and red dressing gown? She loves 
the excitement of Christmas morning and 
is using her new camera to capture every 
moment.

Dad is sitting beside the fi replace in his 
pyjamas and slippers. He is yawning because 
he feels so tired. He wishes he could go back 
to bed for a little while longer!

Dad is sitting by the fi re in his pyjamas and 
slippers. He looks a bit tired and dishevelled! 
I think he could do with a few more hours’ 
sleep!

Last night, the children left out snacks for 
Santa and Rudolph. Santa drank all his milk! 
He ate one of his cookies too. Rudolph took a 
bite out of the carrot.

Last night, the children left out tasty snacks for 
Santa and Rudolph. It looks like Santa drank 
every last drop of milk! But Rudolph hardly 
touched his carrot – I wonder why?

I see something in the fi replace – its Santa’s 
boots! He’s climbing up the chimney. He’s 
lucky no-one has spotted him!

Wait a minute! What’s that – over there in 
the fi replace? I spy Santa’s boots! He’s 
scrambling back up the chimney before 
anyone sees him. What a lucky escape!
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Unit 8 Starters Story Flyers Story
Holidays! Everyone loves holidays! Here are 
some of the holidays people celebrate in 
Ireland and around the world.

Holidays! Everyone loves holidays, and there 
are so many of them for every season. Let’s 
take a look at some of the holidays that are 
celebrated at home and around the world.

Happy New Year! People celebrate New 
Year’s Eve on the 31st of December. The new 
year begins at midnight. People sing songs 
and set off fi reworks!

Happy New Year! On the 31st of December 
at midnight, a new year arrives and people 
celebrate with songs and fi reworks! This is an 
exciting time when people make plans for the 
year ahead. 

St Patrick’s Day is an Irish holiday. It is 
celebrated all over the world on the 17th of 
March. There are colourful parades in small 
towns and big cities. People wear shamrock 
and the colour green.

St Patrick’s Day is an Irish holiday that is 
celebrated around the world on the 17th of 
March. In cities such as New York, London and 
Dublin there are huge, colourful parades. Most 
small towns in Ireland also have a parade, and 
crowds gather to look at the fl oats.

Eid al-Fitr is a Muslim festival. It happens at 
the end of Ramadan. During Ramadan people 
only eat when it’s dark outside. This means 
that they don’t eat anything during the day. Eid 
al-Fitr is a feast that lasts for three days!

Eid al-Fitr is a Muslim festival that occurs at 
the end of Ramadan. During Ramadan people 
only eat when it’s dark outside – which means 
they fast all day long. Eid al-Fitr is a feast that 
lasts for three days!

Halloween is a spooky holiday! People dress 
up in costumes. Some people decorate their 
houses. Children go out trick-or-treating.

Halloween is a spooky holiday! People dress 
up in creepy costumes – to look like vampires, 
ghosts, witches and zombies. Some people 
decorate their houses and carve pumpkins 
for Halloween. Children enjoy trick-or-treating 
with their friends.

Diwali is an important holiday in India. People 
put candles and lamps in their houses and 
gardens. There are wonderful fi reworks too. 
Diwali is often called the ‘Festival of Lights’.

Diwali is India’s biggest and most important 
holiday. It is called the ‘Festival of Lights’ 
because people light candles and lamps and 
put them all around their houses and gardens. 
There are wonderful fi reworks displays, and 
homes are decorated with bright colours.

Christmas is a special time when families 
and friends celebrate together. People put up 
Christmas trees and decorate their houses. 
Santa Claus delivers presents to children on 
Christmas Eve!

Christmas is a special time of year when 
families and friends come together to celebrate. 
People put up Christmas trees, decorate their 
houses and buy gifts. As for children – they 
are on their best behaviour waiting for Santa to 
deliver their presents on Christmas Eve!

Easter and Mother’s Day are also special 
holidays that are on this poster. Can you see 
any others?

What other holidays can you see on this 
poster? I see lots of other special holidays, 
like Easter, St. Valentine’s Day, and Mother’s 
day. Can you think of any other holidays that 
are celebrated at home or around the world?
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Unit 9 Starters Story Flyers Story
These children go to a Green School. They 
are working hard to keep their Green Flag. 
Every child in the school helps to look after the 
grounds.

These children attend a Green School. They 
are very proud of their Green Flag award 
and are working hard to ensure that it gets 
renewed. Every child has an important part to 
play in looking after the school grounds.

Sarah and Mark are cleaning up. They are 
wearing rubber gloves to keep their hands 
clean. They are using litter pickers to pick up 
litter and recycle things.

Sarah and Mark are on clean-up duty. They 
are wearing rubber gloves to protect their 
hands from germs. They are also using litter 
pickers – these make it really easy to pick 
things up and sort them for recycling.

Thomas is putting his apple core into the 
compost bin. This bin is for leaves, grass, fruit 
and vegetable peels. Worms turn this waste 
into compost. Farmers use compost in their 
fi elds.

Thomas is putting his apple core into the 
compost bin. This bin is for organic waste that 
can break down naturally – for example, waste 
such as leaves, grass, fruit and vegetable 
peels. Hungry worms do the real work – 
turning our leftovers into compost, which 
farmers then use to enrich soil.

Shauna and Olive are working on the 
vegetable patch. They are happy to see that 
the plants are starting to grow.

Shauna and Olive are tending to the school 
vegetable patch. They are delighted that the 
seeds they sowed recently are beginning to 
blossom.

Trees are very important. They keep the air 
clean and lots of animals live in them. Sadly, 
people cut trees down. You can help by 
growing a tree in your school.

Trees are so important for life on Earth. They 
keep our air clean, they give us shade and 
shelter, and they are home to many animals. 
Sadly, they are being cut down faster than we 
can grow them. To help combat this, you can 
plant a tree at your school!

Uh-oh! Looks like someone’s in trouble! This 
little boy threw litter on the ground. Louise is 
telling him to pick it up. She says ‘Don’t do it 
again!’

Uh-oh! Looks like someone’s in trouble! This 
little boy threw his crisp bag on the ground. 
Louise is telling him to pick it up and warning 
him not to do it again.

Sandra is at the drinking fountain. She is 
saving water by using a cup. Her cup is 
reusable – this means she can wash it and 
use it every day!

Sandra is at the drinking fountain. It’s 
important to conserve water – using a cup is a 
good idea because it means water isn’t being 
wasted and washed down the drain. What’s 
more, Sandra is using a reusable cup – she 
can wash it and reuse it every day!

The painting on the school wall helps children 
to remember the three ‘Rs’ – they must reduce 
the number of things they use, reuse things, 
like cups, and recycle. 

The mural on the school wall helps the 
children to remember the three ‘Rs’. It reminds 
them to reduce the number of things they use, 
to reuse things that they already have and to 
recycle as much as possible.
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Unit 10 Starters Story Flyers Story
Have you ever had a bad day? A day when 
everything went wrong? Jack is having one of 
those days today!

Have you ever had one of those days where 
nothing seemed to go right? A day when you 
woke up on the wrong side of the bed? Poor 
Jack is having one of those days today!

Jack loves playing with Lego, but he hates 
tidying up the pieces afterwards. This morning, 
when he got out of bed, he stepped on a Lego 
brick – ouch!

Although he loves playing with Lego, Jack 
despises tidying away the pieces afterwards. 
This morning, when he got out of bed he 
stepped on a rock-hard Lego brick! He howled 
in pain and grabbed his injured foot.

Jack is very hungry when he sits down for 
breakfast. But oh no! His favourite cereal is 
gone – the box is empty!

Jack’s tummy is rumbling with hunger as he 
sits down for breakfast. But oh no! It looks like 
his favourite cereal has run out!

Jack is having more bad luck. He almost 
misses the school bus. And because his 
schoolbag isn’t closed, his copybook has 
fallen into a puddle!

Jack’s bad luck continues when he almost 
misses the school bus. To make matters 
worse, his schoolbag isn’t properly fastened 
and his copybook is about to end up in a 
puddle!

Jack rescued his copybook from the puddle 
and now he is at school. But his homework is 
all wet and the teacher is NOT happy. Jack is 
very embarrassed.

Jack has retrieved his copybook from 
the puddle and is now at school. But his 
homework is all soggy  and the teacher is 
NOT impressed. Jack is very embarrassed.

At lunchtime, Jack loves playing football with 
his friends. This will brighten up his day. But 
oh no! Jack has kicked the ball at a window!

It’s lunchtime. Jack loves nothing better than 
playing football with his friends. At least this 
will brighten up his day. But Jack’s bad luck 
seems to be continuing. He’s kicked the ball 
straight at a window!

At home, Mum has made one of Jack’s 
favourite dinners – sausages and chips! And 
there’s a tasty bun for dessert. At last, things 
are looking up.

Jack’s day couldn’t have been any worse. 
Thankfully, Mum has made one of Jack’s 
favourite dishes – sausages and chips!  And 
there’s even a delicious bun for dessert. 
Finally, things are looking up!

Today was not a good day for Jack – but 
tomorrow will be better. 

Today defi nitely wasn’t a good day for Jack – 
but never mind. Tomorrow is another day. Jack 
is determined to wake up on the right side of 
the bed in the morning. 
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Unit 11 Starters Story Flyers Story
The world is full of amazing minibeasts. Some 
have lots of legs, others have no legs at all! 
Some fl y and others crawl.

The world is full of fascinating minibeasts. 
Some have lots of legs, others have no legs at 
all! Some fl y while others crawl. All of them are 
unique in their own way.

This is a Colorado potato beetle. It is orange 
with black stripes on its back. There is one 
vegetable that this beetle loves to eat – can 
you guess what it is?

This is a Colorado potato beetle. It’s easy 
to recognise with its orange body and black 
stripes. Many people think this beetle is a pest 
because it loves to eat an important vegetable 
– can you guess which one?

Scorpions are also a type of minibeast. Like 
spiders, scorpions have eight legs. They also 
have poison in their curly tails. They use this 
to sting and kill other animals.

Scorpions are also a type of minibeast called 
arachnids. Like spiders, they have eight legs. 
Scorpions have a poisonous tail which can 
paralyse and kill other animals. They also use 
it to protect themselves. 

Snails live in many different places. They have 
soft bodies and hard shells. They move very 
slowly and leave a trail behind them. Snails 
are called garden pests because they eat 
plants and vegetables.

Snails live in many different places – both 
on land and in water. They have soft bodies 
that are protected by hard shells. They are 
among the slowest creatures on earth and 
usually leave a slimy trail behind them. Snails 
are called garden pests because they eat the 
leaves and stems of crops.

Butterfl ies are lovely insects with colourful 
wings. There are many different types of 
butterfl y in the world. Did you know that 
caterpillars turn into butterfl ies?

Butterfl ies are beautiful insects. They have 
four delicate, brightly coloured wings. 
Scientists believe that there could be as many 
as 20,000 different types of butterfl y in the 
world. Butterfl ies begin life as caterpillars. 
They go through an amazing transformation to 
turn into butterfl ies. 

Crabs have 10 legs. They live in oceans and 
on land. They have a pair of sharp claws and 
they wear their skeletons on the outside of 
their bodies!

Crabs have 10 legs – the fi rst pair are their 
claws. They live in oceans, in fresh water and 
on land. Crabs wear their skeleton on the 
outside! This means their outer body is tough 
and hard but inside they are soft. 

Ants may be small but they are very strong! 
They live together in a large group called a 
colony. Every ant in a colony has a job to do.

Despite their tiny size, ants are very strong – 
they can carry up to 50 times their own body 
weight! Ants live together in a large group called 
a colony. Every ant in the colony has a special 
job. Interestingly, ants can be found on every 
continent in the world except Ant-arctica!

There are so many interesting minibeasts on 
this poster! Which one is your favourite?

There are so many interesting insects and 
arachnids all over the world. Which one is 
your favourite?
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The Sun is a star in space. It gives us heat 
and light. It is billions of years old!

The Sun is a star at the centre of our Solar 
System. It is a ball of gas that gives us heat 
and light. It is billions of years old!

There are eight planets that move around the 
Sun: Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, 
Saturn, Uranus and Neptune.

There are eight planets in our Solar System, 
including the Earth. The other planets are 
Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus 
and Neptune.

Our planet is called Earth. Earth can’t survive 
without light and heat from the Sun.

Earth is the planet we call home. It is the fi fth 
largest planet in the Solar System. Earth can’t 
survive without heat and light from the Sun.

Some places on Earth get more heat from the 
Sun than others. Places that get lots of sun 
but very little rain are called deserts. 

Some places on Earth are closer to the Sun 
than others so they get more heat. Places that 
get lots of sun but very little rain are called 
deserts. In hot deserts, the temperature is 
very high during the day, but at night it can be 
freezing cold. This makes a desert a diffi cult 
place for people to live in. 

The North Pole and the South Pole don’t get 
much sun so they are covered in snow and 
ice. Animals that live in the Poles have fur or 
feathers to keep them warm. 

The North Pole and the South Pole get very 
little sun. As a result, they are covered in snow 
and ice. Animals that live in the Poles have fur 
or feathers to keep them warm. 

Plants need the Sun in order to live and grow. 
They use light from the Sun to make their own 
food. Plants are very important for humans 
and animals.

Plants could not live or grow without the Sun. 
They depend on light from the Sun to make 
their own food. Without plants, humans and 
animals could not survive.

The Solar System would not exist without the 
Sun.

Without the Sun, Earth would be a dark, 
lifeless place. In fact, the Solar System would 
not exist. We should all be grateful for the 
Sun. 
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Jack and Jill have climbed up a beanstalk and 
found a big castle in the sky. Inside, a family of 
giants are sitting down for dinner.

Fee-fi -fo-fum, I smell a giant’s dinner! Jack 
and Jill have climbed up a tall beanstalk and 
stumbled upon a great castle in the clouds. 
Inside, a family of giants are settling down for 
dinner.

Some people eat chicken wings for dinner. 
The dad giant, Dum, is using a garden fork to 
eat a full chicken! He has a loaf of bread in his 
hand too. He must be very hungry!

Some people have chicken wings for dinner. 
The dad giant, Dum, is using a human-sized 
garden fork to pop an entire chicken into his 
mouth! There’s also a full loaf of bread in his 
hand. He must have a huge appetite!

Mud, the giant’s son, is putting salt on his 
kebab. There are three pieces of meat, a corn 
on the cob and two peppers on that stick! I bet 
he will be able to eat all of it in two big bites!

Mud, the giant’s son, is sprinkling some large 
chunks of salt on his kebab. There are three 
large pieces of beef, one whole corn on the 
cob and two full peppers on that skewer! I bet 
he will be able to devour all of that in two big 
bites!

The giant’s daughter, Mold, is a vegetarian. 
This means she doesn’t eat any meat! I don’t 
think she would like Mud’s dinner!

The giant’s daughter, Mold, is a vegetarian. 
This means she doesn’t eat any meat! She 
doesn’t look too impressed with Mud’s dinner!

Dee, the mum giant, is eating a nice bowl of 
soup from the pot. It’s full of vegetables – I 
can see carrots, broccoli, tomatoes, onions 
and potatoes – I even see a whole turnip!

Dee, the mum giant, is eating a delicious bowl 
of soup straight from the pot. It’s chock-full 
of vegetables – I can see carrots, broccoli, 
tomatoes, onions and potatoes – I even see a 
whole turnip!

The giants have some guests for dinner. 
These mice are looking forward to eating 
some cheese! Afterwards, they will have some 
pumpkins and broccoli.

Looks like the giants have some guests for 
dinner. These mice are looking forward to 
nibbling on some cheese! Afterwards, they 
might have some pumpkins and broccoli.

Jack and Jill are hiding behind a fl owerpot. 
They are looking at the tray of huge golden 
eggs! Will they be able to take one without the 
giants seeing them?

Jack and Jill are peering out from behind a 
fl owerpot. I think they have spotted the tray of 
gigantic golden eggs! Will they be able to take 
one without the giants spotting them?

What would you do if you found a giant’s 
castle?

What would you do if you discovered a giant’s 
castle high up in the clouds?
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Let’s make cupcakes! The ingredients 
are fl our, eggs, margarine, sugar, cooking 
chocolate and Smarties.

Let’s make cupcakes! We just need a few 
ingredients – fl our, eggs, margarine, sugar, 
cooking chocolate and of course Smarties, for 
decoration.

We need to ask an adult to preheat the oven 
to 180 degrees. While the oven is warming up, 
we can put paper cases in the cupcake tray.

First things fi rst – we need to ask an adult to 
preheat the oven for us – 180 degrees please! 
While the oven is warming up, we can line the 
cupcake tray with paper cases.

First, whisk the sugar and margarine until it 
is light and fl uffy. If you are using an electric 
whisk, ask an adult to help you.

Now for the fun part. We’ll start by whisking 
the sugar and margarine together until it’s light 
and fl uffy. Be careful when using an electric 
whisk – always ask a grown-up to help you!

Next, crack the two eggs into the mixture. We 
can use a wooden spoon to mix it all up.

Next, we’ll carefully crack the eggs – one at a 
time – into the mixture. We can use a wooden 
spoon to mix it all up.

Now add the fl our into the mixture. Use a 
sieve to make sure there are no lumps. When 
all the fl our has been added, we should stir 
the mixture.

Now it’s time to sieve the fl our into the 
mixture. The sieve helps to make sure that the 
fl our is smooth going in and that there aren’t 
any nasty lumps. When all the fl our has been 
added, we should stir the mixture gently.

Use a spoon to put the mixture into the paper 
cases. Don’t fi ll them to the top because they 
will get bigger in the oven.

The next step is to spoon the mixture into the 
paper cases. We need to make sure not to 
overfi ll them so that we will have enough to go 
around. Remember too that these cupcakes 
rise in the oven!

Let’s ask a grown-up to put the tray into 
the oven for 20 minutes. We can make the 
topping while we wait. Melt the chocolate in 
the microwave. Stir it every 10 seconds, so 
that it doesn’t burn.

Let’s ask a grown-up to put the tray into 
the oven. It takes about 20 minutes for the 
cupcakes to bake, so why not prepare the 
topping while we wait? We can melt the 
cooking chocolate in a microwaveable bowl. 
We should stir the chocolate every 20 seconds 
or so, to make sure it doesn’t burn.

When the cupcakes are ready, an adult can 
take them out of the oven. When they cool 
down, we can pour chocolate on top. Don’t 
forget to add some Smarties! Mmm... smells 
delicious!

When the cupcakes are ready, we can ask an 
adult to take the tray out of the oven. Once 
they have cooled down a little, we can pour 
some chocolate on top of each one. And lets 
not forget to add some Smarties for good 
measure. Mmm... smells delicious!
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Sometimes it’s nice to go away and take a 
break. A camping trip is good if you like to 
spend time outdoors.

Sometimes it’s nice to get away from the 
hustle and bustle of everyday life. A camping 
trip is an ideal way to escape to the great 
outdoors.

It’s evening time. The sun is going down. 
Everything is peaceful. Birds are singing and 
Grandma is playing the guitar.

It’s evening time. The sun is setting. 
Everything is peaceful and still, but the air 
is fi lled with music. Birds are singing and 
Grandma is strumming her guitar.

Look out! A clever fox has smelt the food on 
the table. Will he steal everyone’s snacks? Or 
will someone see him and tell him to go away?

Conor is relaxing and enjoying the music. But 
look out! A clever fox has smelt the food on 
the table. Will he steal the lunchbox and make 
off with everyone’s snacks? Or will someone 
spot him and ‘shoo’ him away?

There are lots of animals in the woods. A little 
hedgehog is curled up asleep under the table.

There is certainly a lot of wildlife on this 
camping trip. The fi re is so warm and inviting a 
little hedgehog has decided to curl up nearby 
and have a cosy nap!

The family are sitting around the campfi re. 
Mum and Dad are sitting on chairs. Ava and 
Joe are lying on their sleeping bags. They are 
cooking sausages and marshmallows.

Some family members are gathered around 
the campfi re. Mum and Dad are sitting 
on foldout chairs, while Ava and Joe are 
stretched out on their sleeping bags. The fi re 
is perfect for cooking sausages and melting 
marshmallows.

A mouse is looking at the bags! Will he try to 
eat some of the food inside? Maybe he will 
wait until everyone goes to bed!

What’s this?! A sneaky mouse is examining 
the backpacks! Will he steal a nibble of the 
food inside? Maybe he will wait until everyone 
goes to bed before making his move!

Ava has brought her new fi shing rod on the 
trip. She wants to go fi shing in the morning. 
Her tent is beside the lake, so she doesn’t 
have to go very far.

Ava is looking forward to the morning. She has 
brought her new fi shing rod and plans to get 
up early to try it out. Her tent is pitched close 
to the lake, so she doesn’t have very far to go!

Camping is a great way to spend time in 
nature. It can be exciting to sleep outdoors. 
You can see lots of animals. 

Camping is a great way to spend time in 
nature. It can be exciting to sleep out under 
the stars, and get a close look at the wildlife.
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It’s summer holidays! That means no school 
and lots of time for having fun!

It’s summer holidays! You know what that 
means – no school and loads of time for 
having fun!

These children are having a wheelbarrow 
race! One person is the ‘driver’ and has to 
steer their teammate along. Which team do 
you think will win?

Wheelbarrow races are the best! One person 
has to be the ‘driver’ and steer their teammate 
along the grass. Which pair do you think are 
going to win?

Wow! Everyone look up – these kids are going 
to fl y a drone! The weather is perfect for fl ying. 
It is dry and not too windy.

Woah! Everybody look up – these kids are 
about to fl y a drone! The conditions are perfect 
today! It’s dry and not very windy. I wonder 
how high the drone will go?

On a warm day like this, a water pistol fi ght is 
a good way to cool down! I hope this boy has 
some dry clothes to change into – he is getting 
very wet!

On a warm day like this one, a water pistol 
fi ght is one way to cool down! I hope this boy 
has a change of clothes as he’s just been 
soaked!

There are lots of things to do with trees! You 
can climb them. You can build treehouses on 
them. You can even swing around them with a 
rope, like this boy!

Trees can be very entertaining! You can climb 
them, build treehouses on them or even swing 
around them with a strong rope – as long as 
you’re safe! This boy is really enjoying himself!

It’s nice to go rollerblading or skateboarding 
on a sunny day. A helmet will protect your 
head from bumps if you fall. This girl is skating 
up a ramp!

Warm dry days are ideal for rollerblading or 
skateboarding. These activities require good 
balance and skill, especially if you plan to 
skate up a ramp, like this girl. Make sure to 
wear protective gear to save yourself from 
bumps and bruises!

Phew! I am getting thirsty. I think I will buy a 
cool glass of lemonade from this lemonade 
stand. Does anyone have 50 cent?

Phew! All this activity is making me thirsty. 
How about a cool, refreshing glass of 
homemade lemonade from this lemonade 
stand? Does anyone have 50 cent?

It’s great to play outside on a sunny day. Have 
fun everyone!

It’s great to play outside when the Sun is 
shining. Have fun everyone!
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