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1st Class Core Reader:
Unit 1 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
The lesson plan below accompanies the 1st Class Core Reader texts ‘A Day in the Park’ and ‘My New Bicycle’ as well as the associated pages in the 1st Class Skills Book. It provides support and guidance for teachers over the course of the two-week period they are using these resources.

	Unit
	1
	Texts
	A Day in the Park
My New Bicycle

	Theme
	Myself
	Subtheme
	My favourite activities

	Genre
	Recount
	Book band
	Green

	Phonics focus
	Text 1a: R-controlled vowels /ar/
Text 1b: R-controlled vowels /er/
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Making connections, Predicting, Inferring, Comparing, Synthesising, Predicting, Determining importance (prompts), Sequencing, Cause and effect (Skills Book p. 10)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 1a: Suffix/inflected ending – -ed
Text 1b: Synonyms and use of context clues
	Grammar
	Text 1a: Sentences
Text 1b: Capital letters at the start of a sentence

	Focus words
	Text 1a: crowded, catch, behind, soaking, laughed, uncomfortable, clothes, home, lovely
Text 1b: bicycle, small, gleaming, notice, helmet, protected, knees, ached, time 

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 1st Class Core Reader (pp. 4–11)
Starlight : 1st Class Skills Book (pp. 6–13)
Digital: Unit 1a Grammar activity: Sentences; Unit 1b Grammar activity: Capital letters at the start of a sentence 
Digital: Unit 1b Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 01. My favourite activities 
Below-level printable worksheet – 1a A Day in the Park 
Above-level printable worksheet – 1a A Day in the Park 
Below-level printable worksheet – 1b My New Bicycle 
Above-level printable worksheet – 1b My New Bicycle 

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 1: Genre video (Recount)
Unit 1: Comprehension strategy displays 
Unit 1a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 1b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 1a: Interactive Reader; Unit 1b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 1a: Guide children in analysing the recount genre by completing p. 9 of the Skills Book based on the Unit 1a recount ‘A Day in the Park’.
Unit 1b: Use the digital writing display to model recount writing using the stimulus images and writing template. The teacher has the option to complete the page on the interactive whiteboard (right click the mouse and select ‘Save As’ to view the full page on screen) or to display the page on the screen and write the information for each section on a flipchart. The teacher can then use p. 13 of the Skills Book to do shared recount writing with the children. 

	Cross-curricular links
	Gaeilge – Mé féin
SPHE – Myself – Safety and protection; Myself and others – Myself and my family
PE – Outdoor and adventure – Understanding and appreciation of outdoor adventure activities
SESE – Science – Living things – Plants and animals: Identify a variety of living things found in the pond habitat

	Games/
Activities
	Bingo activity: Children choose five focus words each and write them down. Teacher pulls the words out at random. First to get all five wins.
Play a game of ‘I went to the park and I…’, with each child building on the sentence of the previous child.
Ask the children to draw a picture of their favourite activity in the park and write words or phrases around it, e.g. football, goal, scored, etc.
Read the children the poem ‘Daddy Fell into the Pond’ by Alfred Noyes.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 9 and 13). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Think, Pair, Share: Children discuss the important features of recount writing
Teacher designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 1 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation 


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Enjoy engaging with a recount about ‘My favourite activities’, sharing predictions and inferring meaning

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print, including capital letters, full stops and sentence structure

	
	LO 4
	Recognise and identify phonemes, onset-rime and syllables in spoken words
Recognise the silent ‘k’ in the word ‘knees’
Recognise the r-controlled vowels -ar and -er in the text (hard, park, car, harder, better) 

	
	LO 5
	Recognise a range of high-frequency words (e.g. all, was, one, day) 
Recognise and sound the digraphs ‘ar’ and ‘er’
Use phonic knowledge and a range of word identification strategies with confidence while reading

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from a recount
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including prefixes, suffixes and synonyms

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a recount

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]LO 8 
	Read and understand a recount of different activities
Identify the main ideas and key points in a recount and order them

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with the recounts of my favourite activities
Generate and respond to questions on a recount
Identify the cause and effect relationships in the recount ‘My New Bicycle’
Make predictions and infer meaning from the recounts using both the text and illustrations

	
	LO 10
	Read a recount with good pace, phrasing and expression, being aware of the syntax and use of full stops and capital letters



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy modelled and shared recount writing on the topics of a trip to the park and a trip to the beach with help from basic genre structures

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use complete sentences ending in a full stop (Skills Book p. 8)
Use capital letters at the start of a sentence (Skills Book p. 12)

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words

	
	LO 5
	Use antonyms and synonyms in shared recount writing
Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience as part of shared writing

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Use a series of images as a stimulus to create a recount jointly with the
teacher


Literacy development prompts
Unit 1a: A Day in the Park 
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	4
	Genre: recount
	What kind of text do you think this is? Why? 

	4
	Vocabulary development: synonyms
	Have a look at the word ‘crowded’ – can you think of any other words that have a similar meaning to describe the park? These are called synonyms. 

	4
	Comprehension: making connections
	Why do you think the park was very busy on that day? Have you ever taken a trip to the park on a nice day? 

	5
	Comprehension: making predictions and inferring
	Look at the illustrations. What do you think is about to happen? Look at the expressions on the characters’ faces? How do you think they feel? 

	5
	Vocabulary development: suffix   ‘-ed’
	The words ‘kicked’ and ‘played’ end in the letters ‘e’ ‘d’. This tells us that the action has already happened – it is in the past. Find another word on this page ending in ‘e’ ‘d’. 

	5
	Grammar: exclamation marks
	Can you find the exclamation mark? This mark tells us that we must read with excitement or surprise. Try it! 

	6
	Comprehension: comparing
	How would you compare the facial expressions of the characters on page 5 and here on page 6? Does everyone feel the same? How do you know?

	6
	Comprehension: synthesising
	What was it that finally made Dad laugh? 

	7
	Vocabulary development: prefix ‘un-‘ 
	The word ‘uncomfortable’ means ‘not comfortable’. Can you think of any other words that have ‘un’ at the start? 

	7
	Phonics: r-controlled vowels /ar/
	Look at the word ‘car’. It contains the sound /ar/. Are there any other words in this story that contain this sound?

	7
	Comprehension: inferring
	Which line on this page tells us that the family will probably visit the park again?



Unit 1b: My New Bicycle
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	8
	Genre: recount
	This story is a recount. How can you tell? 

	8
	Comprehension: synthesising
	What two reasons does the boy give for getting a new bicycle? 

	8
	Vocabulary development: prefix ‘bi-’
	The word ‘bicycle’ starts with ‘bi’. This means two. Why do you think bicycle starts with bi? 

	9
	Comprehension: making predictions
	Can you guess or predict what might happen next? Why do you think so? 

	9
	Grammar: past tense
	The verbs ‘got’, ‘went’ and ‘was’ all tell us that these things have already happened. Other verbs ending in ‘e’ ‘d’ also tell us it’s past tense. Can you spot them? 

	10
	Grammar: exclamation marks
	What do we call the mark after the word ‘Bam’? Why did the author use this mark here?

	10
	Comprehension: making connections
	How do you think the boy feels? What about Mum... does she feel differently? 
Have you ever felt like the boy or like Mum? 

	11
	Vocabulary development: synonyms
	Look at the word ‘ached’. It’s a tricky word to read. Can you think of another word meaning the same thing? Words with similar meaning are called synonyms.

	11
	Phonics: R-controlled vowels /er/
	Look at the word ‘better’. What sound can you hear at the end of this word? 
Bet-ter. Can you think of any other words that end with the same sound? 

	11
	Comprehension: determining importance
	What lesson did the boy learn from his cycle in the park? 


1st Class Core Reader:
Unit 2 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	2
	Texts 
	Text 2a: Moving House
Text 2b: Shane’s News

	Theme
	Myself
	Subtheme
	New friends

	Genre
	Recount
	Book band
	Green

	Phonics focus
	Vowel digraphs: ‘ou’ and ‘oo’ (long)
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Self-questioning, Making connections, Synthesising, Inferring, Determining importance (prompts), Sequencing events (Skills Book p. 14),
Understanding characters (Skills Book p. 18)

	Vocabulary 
strategy
	Text 2a: Antonyms 
Text 2b: Use of context clues
	Grammar
	Text 2a: Capital letters and full stops
Text 2b: Capital letter for ‘I’ 

	Focus words
	Text 2a: diary, moved, enormous, strange, nervous, glanced, grinning, calm, friend
Text 2b: huge, family, pale, curious, large, brought, joining, guessed, beside, delighted

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 1st Class Core Reader (pp. 12–19)
Starlight : 1st Class Skills Book (pp. 14–21)
Digital: Unit 2a Grammar activity: Capital letters and full stops; Unit 2b Grammar activity: A capital letter for ‘I’
Phonics printable worksheet – 02. New friends 
Below-level printable worksheet – 2a Moving House 
Above-level printable worksheet – 2a Moving House 
Below-level printable worksheet – 2b Shane’s News
Above-level printable worksheet – 2b Shane’s News 

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 2: Genre video (Recount)
Unit 2: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 2a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 2b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 2a: Interactive Reader; Unit 2b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 2a: Children use the template on p. 17 of the Skills Book to assist them in planning their own recount from a choice of four topics. 
Unit 2b: Children use the template on p. 21 of the Skills Book to write a recount on their chosen topic, using the plan they completed on p. 17 for support. 
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	SPHE – Myself and others – My friends and other people
Geography – Human environments – Living in the local community
History – Myself and my family – My family
Drama – Drama to explore feelings, knowledge and ideas

	Games/
Activities
	Create a class timeline of significant events that have occurred in the children’s lives.
Use a drama activity such as a conscience alley or freeze-frame to explore Fionn’s and Shane’s feelings in the stories.
Make a class poster with examples of being a good friend.
Get the children to ‘Move House’ within the classroom, i.e. pack up their books, bags, etc. and move to a new seat. Discuss what challenges they face, what worries they might have, etc.
Draw a map of the route that Shane might take from his old house to his new house.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 17 and 21). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own recount using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their recount to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 2 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation 


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Enjoy engaging with a recount about new friends

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print, including capital letters, full stops and sentence structure

	
	LO 4
	Recognise and identify phonemes, onset-rime and syllables in spoken words

	
	LO 5
	Recognise and sound the vowel digraphs ‘oo’ (long) and ‘ou’ and the long vowel sound ‘ee’ 
Identify a range of high-frequency words (e.g. my, house, said, some) 
Use phonic knowledge and a range of word identification strategies with confidence while reading
Read words containing short and long vowel sounds (e.g. got, lots, took, have, came, sweet, seemed)

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from a recount about new friends
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including antonyms and context clues

	Exploring and using
	LO 7 
	Read and identify the features of a recount

	
	
	Read and understand a recount about new friends
Identify the main ideas and key points in a recount and put them in sequence


	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a recount on new friends
Generate and respond to questions on a recount, inferring meaning where the relevant information is not explicitly given
Use language from the recounts to describe characters
Synthesise information in order to explain changes to how characters feel

	
	LO 10
	Read the two recounts with good pace, phrasing and expression, being particularly aware of full stops and sentence structure



	Writing outcomes 

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy planning a recount with and for others

	
	LO 2
	Choose the content and topic for a recount to be shared with others

	Understanding
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words
Use a range of decoding and spelling strategies for unfamiliar words

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a recount
Explore the creative and imaginative dimensions of language in their writing

	Exploring and using
	LO 6
	Write for an intended audience, using their recount to share their thoughts, knowledge and experience

	
	LO 7
	Independently plan and gather information to write a recount on a topic of their choosing
Engage with the writing process to create a recount


Literacy development prompts
Unit 2a: Moving House 
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	12
	Genre: recount
	What type of writing is this? Have you ever heard of or read a ‘diary’ before? 

	12
	Comprehension: self-questioning 
	As you read through the story, think about who the author is writing to. Why is he doing this, in your opinion?

	12
	Vocabulary development: antonyms
	Can you think of words that have the opposite meaning of ‘enormous’? 

	13 
	Phonics: vowel digraph ‘ou’ 
	Look at the word ‘around’. It contains the /ow/ sound. 
Can you think of any other words that contain the /ow/ sound? 

	13
	Vocabulary development: compound words 
	The word ‘dinnertime’ is a compound word. This is when two words are joined together to make one word. Can you find another compound word on this page? 

	13
	Phonics: vowel digraph ‘oo’ (long)
	Look at the word ‘bedroom’. It contains the /oo/ sound. 
Can you think of any other words that contain the /oo/ sound?

	14
	Comprehension: making connections
	Can you ever remember a time when you felt nervous? How does your body feel when you’re nervous? 

	14
	Grammar: full stops
	Remember: we use a full stop at the end of a sentence. How many full stops can you find on this page?

	14
	Comprehension: synthesising
	Can you name two feelings that Fionn felt on this page? What happened to help him feel less nervous and more calm? 

	15
	Phonics: magic ‘e’
	Can you find the word ‘ride’ in the text? It has a Magic ‘e’ at the end. The letter ‘e’ at the end of the word tells the vowel to say its name. Are there any other words on this page with a Magic ‘e’?

	15 
	Grammar: contractions (I’m)
	The word ‘I’m’ means ‘I am’. The letter ‘a’ has been left out. This little sign, called an apostrophe, is there instead of the ‘a’. 

	15
	Reflection
	Do you think that writing a diary helped Fionn with his move to a new home? 


Unit 2b: Shane’s News
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	16
	Genre: recount
	Have you ever read this type of recount writing before? Where? 

	16
	Phonics: magic ‘e’
	Look at the word ‘pale’. Let’s look at it and see how the ‘e’ makes the ‘a’ say its name. 

	16
	Vocabulary development: focus words 
	What does the word ‘curious’ mean? What do you think Shane was curious about? 

	17
	Grammar: commas
	A comma means we pause or take a short break when we are reading. It helps make the reading make sense. Can you find the comma on this page?

	17
	Comprehension: inferring
	Why did Shane wave at the new boy? How would you describe Shane’s actions? 

	17
	Grammar: verbs
	Verbs are action or doing words. ‘Cycling’ is a verb. Can you find two more doing words on this page? 

	18
	Comprehension: inferring 
	Shane was delighted when the teacher told Fionn to sit next to him. Why do you think he felt this way? 

	18
	Comprehension: making connections 
	The teacher told the class a new boy was joining them. Have you ever joined something for the first time? How did you feel? 

	18
	Phonics: long vowel ‘ee’
	The word ‘seemed’ has a long vowel sound in the middle. This is made by a double ‘e’. Can you think of another word that contains this sound? 

	19
	Grammar: capital letter for the word ‘I’
	Look at the sentence ‘Fionn and I have played together every day this week’.
The word ‘I’ is written using a capital letter. We always use a capital letter for the word ‘I’.

	19
	Vocabulary development: suffix ‘-ed’
	Some words on this page end in ‘e’ ‘d’, like ‘played’ and ‘cycled’. What does this tell us about when these things happened? 

	19
	Comprehension: determining importance
	What do you think the main idea of this story is? Why do you think this?



1st Class Core Reader:
Unit 3 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	3
	Texts
	Text 3a: Pets
Text 3b: Caring for a Pet

	Theme
	Animals
	Subtheme
	Pets

	Genre
	Report
	Book band
	Orange

	Phonics focus
	Magic ‘e’ with ‘a’
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Synthesising, Comparing, Visualising, Fact or opinion, Predicting, Making connections, Inferring, Determining importance (prompts), 
Understanding animal characteristics (Skills Book p. 22), Comparing and contrasting (Skills Book p. 26)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 3a: Synonyms, Using context clues
Text 3b: Using context clues, Synonyms
	Grammar
	Text 3a: Question marks
Text 3b: Using capital letters and full stops or question marks, writing sentences and questions

	Focus words
	Text 3a: popular, curl, cosy, stroked, lizards, wander, chameleons, type, unusual, because, tarantula, easy
Text 3b: exercise, care, regularly, cage, special, wheel, outdoors, graze, stable

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 1st Class Core Reader (pp. 20–27)
Starlight : 1st Class Skills Book (pp. 22–29)
Digital: Unit 3a Grammar activity: Question marks; Unit 3b Grammar activity: Using capital letters and full stops or question marks 
Digital: Unit 3b: Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 03. Pets 
Below-level printable worksheet – 3a Pets
Above-level printable worksheet – 3a Pets 
Below-level printable worksheet – 3b Caring for a Pet 
Above-level printable worksheet – 3b Caring for a Pet 

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 3: Genre video (Report)
Unit 3: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 3a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 3b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 3a: Interactive Reader; Unit 3b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 3a: Guide children in analysing the report genre by completing p. 25 of the Skills Book based on the Unit 3a report ‘Pets’.
Unit 3b: Use the digital writing display to model writing a report about a rabbit by writing the facts listed under the correct heading in the report template. The teacher can then use p. 29 of the Skills Book to do shared report writing about a parrot with the children.

	Cross-curricular links
	SESE – Living things – Plants and animals
PE – Gymnastics – Movement of animals
Art – Design a home for a pet of your choice
Geography – Environmental awareness and care
Music – Song singing

	Games/
Activities
	Sing the song ‘The Animals Went in Two by Two’, adding a new animal each time.
With a partner, create a picture/plan of a pets play centre.
Use animal noises to create a musical composition.
In groups, discuss which animal you think makes the best pet and why.
Make a list of all of the pets in the class and get the children to bring in a photo or draw  a picture of their pet.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 25 and 29). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Think, Pair, Share: Children discuss the important features of report writing
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 3 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation 


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Enjoy engaging with a report about pets

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print, including question marks and sentence structure

	
	LO 4
	Play with and recognise sounds such as syllables, rhyme, onset-rime and phonemes in spoken words

	
	LO 5
	Recognise a range of high-frequency words (e.g. are, have, like, you, people) 
Use a number of word identification strategies to decode and vocalise unfamiliar words
Read words with the split digraph a_e (e.g. snakes, make, stable)

	
	LO 6
	Add to their range of vocabulary from a report about pets
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including the prefix ‘un’, synonyms, antonyms and context clues

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a report 

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand a report about pets
Identify the main ideas and key points in a report and summarise their importance

	
	LO 9
	Make comparisons about two different types of pet
Make connections with a report on pets
Generate and respond to questions on a report

	
	LO 10
	Read a report with good pace, phrasing and expression, taking note of new and unfamiliar words as well as words with the prefix ‘un’



	Writing outcomes 

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy modelled and shared report writing with and for others on the topics of ‘parrots’ and ‘rabbits’

	
	LO 2
	Suggest appropriate content and tools when participating in shared writing, demonstrating an understanding of new vocabulary and an awareness of the grammar focus in this unit

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use connectives and more elaborate sentence structure in their writing

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words and use a range of spelling strategies to spell unfamiliar words

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience as part of shared report writing

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Engage with the writing process to create a report


Literacy development prompts
Unit 3a: Pets 
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	20
	Genre: report
	This text is a report. Reports give us information about something. What do you think this report will be about? Why do you think this?

	20
	Comprehension: synthesising 
	Did you know that dogs are sometimes called ‘man’s best friend’? Can you think of some reasons why this might be? 

	20
	Comprehension: comparing
	According to the author, in what way are cats and dogs similar? How are they different?

	21 
	Comprehension: visualising
	The pictures in this text help us visualise what the animals look like. There are captions under the pictures to explain them to us. Do you find this helpful? Why? 

	21 
	Phonics: er-controlled vowels
	Look at the word ‘hamster’. Listen to the ‘er’ sound at the end of the word. Hamst-er. Can you think of another word with the ‘er’ sound? 

	21 
	Genre: report (headings)
	Reports are divided into paragraphs. In this report, each paragraph has a heading that tells you what it is about. Look at the headings for each of the paragraphs on this page. What are they about?

	22
	Vocabulary development: focus words 
	What does the word ‘wander’ mean? Why do you think it is not a good idea to let snakes, spiders or lizards wander around your house?

	22
	Genre: report
	Reports usually describe things. They may tell you what something looks like or what it does. What does a chameleon do? 

	22
	Comprehension: hypothesising
	Can you think of any reasons why a chameleon might want to change the colour of its skin?

	23
	Phonics: syllabification
	The word ‘tarantula’ is long and tricky. Listen to it said slowly. Ta…ran…tu…la. Can you count the syllables? Can you clap them? 

	23
	Comprehension: fact or opinion
	Remember: A fact is a statement that is always true and correct. This caption says that ‘Tarantulas can live for up to 30 years’. Is this a fact
or an opinion? 

	23
	Grammar: question marks
	Can you find the question the author asks at the end of this page? How can you tell it is a question?

	23
	Comprehension
	The author asks you to think about what kind of pet you would like. Now that you have read the report, how would you answer this question? What are the reasons for your answer?


Unit 3b: Caring for a Pet
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	24
	Genre: report
	What type of text is this? Why do you think this?

	24
	Comprehension: predicting 
	Before you read the text, think in your head about the different things we need to do to take care of pets.

	24
	Vocabulary development: focus words
	Many pets need exercise. What does it mean to ‘get exercise’? 
Does the exercise depend on the type of pet you have? 

	24
	Comprehension: making connections
	What are the benefits of exercise for pets? Is this true for people also? 

	25
	Maintaining reading fluency: phrasing
	The author tells us that ‘All dogs need a bath now and again’. Look at the words ‘now and again’. This is a phrase. We slide the words together when reading a phrase. Now-and-again. Let’s practise it. 

	25
	Vocabulary development: focus words
	Can you guess what is meant by regularly? What things do you need to do regularly to take care of yourself?

	25
	Grammar: sentences, capital letters and full stops 
	How many sentences are there on this page? The sentences all start with a capital letter. What can you see at the end of each of the sentences on this page?

	26
	Comprehension: making connections, visualising
	How might a hamster use a wheel for exercise? 

	26
	Comprehension: inferring
	Look at the caption ‘Lizards need a warm tank’. Why might a lizard need a warm tank and not a cold one?

	26
	Phonics: magic ‘e’ with ‘a’
	Look at the word ‘make’. The Magic ‘e’ makes the vowel ‘a’ say its name. ‘Make’. Can you think of any words that rhyme with make?

	27
	Vocabulary development: compound words
	Can you find the compound word on this page? What two words make up one bigger word? 

	27
	Phonics: magic ‘e’ with ‘a’
	On this page, we see two long words that have a Magic ‘e’ telling the vowel ‘a’ to say its name. Can you find them?

	27
	Comprehension: synthesising
	Can you guess, by looking at the picture, what the word ‘groomed’ means? Does the picture help you understand the word better? 

	27
	Comprehension: determining importance
	What do you think is the main idea of this report? 



1st Class Core Reader:
Unit 4 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	4
	Texts
	Text 4a: Animals are Amazing!
Text 4b: The Incredible Giraffe

	Theme
	Animals
	Subtheme
	Amazing animals

	Genre
	Report
	Book band
	Orange

	Phonics focus
	R-controlled vowels (er) 
(e.g. quicker, faster, water, smaller)
The digraph ‘ch’
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Determining importance, Making connections, Clarifying, Visualising, Making comparisons, Self-questioning (prompts), Fact or opinion (Skills Book p. 30) 

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 4a: Inflected endings (‑est)
Text 4b: Inflected endings (‑ing)
	Grammar
	Text 4a: Exclamation marks
Text 4b: Full stops, question marks, exclamation marks

	Focus words
	Text 4a: amazing, cheetah, metres, peregrine falcon, sail fish, elephant, weigh, anaconda, whole, giant tortoise
Text 4b: giraffes, world, reach, high, tongue, kilograms, tired, hour, groups, tower

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 1st Class Core Reader (pp. 28–35)
Starlight : 1st Class Skills Book (pp. 30–37)
Digital: Unit 4a Grammar activity: Exclamation marks; Unit 4b Grammar activity: End punctuation review
Phonics printable worksheet – 04. Amazing animals
Below-level printable worksheet – 4a Animals are Amazing!
Above-level printable worksheet – 4a Animals are Amazing!
Below-level printable worksheet – 4b The Incredible Giraffe
Above-level printable worksheet – 4b The Incredible Giraffe

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 4: Genre video (Report)
Unit 4: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 4a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 4b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 4a: Interactive Reader; Unit 4b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 4a: Children use the template on p. 33 of the Skills Book to assist them in planning their own report about bats.
Unit 4b: Children use the template on p. 37 of the Skills Book to write a report about bats, using the plan they completed on p. 33 for support. 
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	SESE – Living things – Plants and animals
Maths – Measures – Metres/kilograms/kilometres
PE – Gymnastics – Animal movements

	Games/
Activities
	Read the story Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae.
Play ‘Who Am I?’, using animals from Text 4a.
Ask the children to draw a picture of their favourite amazing animal and write words or phrases around it. For example, if they draw a cheetah, they write the words ‘spotted’ or ‘really fast’ around it.
Create printouts of the focus words and put them in a hat. Children take turns to pick a word and put it in a sentence.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	
	Writing activities
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book p. 37). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own report using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their report to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 4 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts
Conferencing
Teacher observation
Halloween Assessment (Termly Assessment 1: Core Reader Units 1–4). See page 95.
NB: The termly assessments are also available to download at FolensOnline


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy engaging with a report about animals

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print, including punctuation marks

	
	LO 5
	Recognise a range of high-frequency words (e.g. over, too, your, or)
Recognise a range of words with letter patterns and digraphs, including r-controlled vowels
Recognise and sound the digraph ‘ch’

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from a report
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including prefixes, suffixes, homonyms and root words

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a report

	
	LO 8
	Read and understand a report about animals
Identify the main ideas and key points in a report and determine their importance

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a report on animals
Generate and respond to questions on a report
Visualise aspects of a report to facilitate comprehension

	
	LO 10
	Read a report with good pace, phrasing and expression



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy planning and writing a report for others

	Understanding
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a report

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Independently plan and gather information to write a report about bats
Engage with the writing process to create a report about bats


Literacy development prompts
Unit 4a: Animals are Amazing!
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	28
	Genre: report
	What kind of text do you think this is? Why do you think that?

	28
	Vocabulary development
	Can you think of any words that have a similar meaning to ‘amazing’?

	28
	Comprehension: determining importance
	The first sentence of this paragraph is ‘There are lots of amazing animals’. This sentence tells you the main idea of this text. It’s a good idea to state the main idea of a text near the start so that the reader knows what the text is going to be about.

	28
	Vocabulary development: antonyms
	Look at the words ‘fast’, ‘tall’ and ‘big’. Can you think of words that mean the opposite of these words?

	29
	Phonics: -er
	Look at the words ‘quicker’ and ‘faster’. They both end with the letters ‘er’. When a vowel is followed by an ‘r’, it changes the sound the vowel makes. The letters ‘er’ together make the sound /er/ as in ‘finger’ and ‘water’.

	29
	Vocabulary development:
comparatives
	The words ‘faster’ and ‘fastest’ are used to compare how fast things move. What two words would you use to compare how slowly things move? What about how tall something is?

	29
	Genre: report
	Look at the sentence ‘It can run about 30 metres in 1 second’. This sentence is a fact. A fact is something that is always true. Reports usually contain lots of facts.

	29
	Comprehension: determining importance
	What do you think the main idea of this paragraph is?

	30
	Comprehension: visualising
	The author states that an elephant is more than two times as tall as a man. Making pictures in your head can sometimes help you understand a text better. Think about how tall a man is. Can you think of anything else that might be two times as tall as a man?

	30
	Grammar: exclamation marks
	Look at these marks. These are called exclamation marks. Exclamation marks are used at the end of an exciting sentence like ‘Stop that thief!’ They can also be used in a sentence that contains a surprising or amazing fact. For example, when we read about the blue whale, we read that ‘It can weigh about the same as 25 elephants!’ How many exclamation marks can you find in this report?

	30
	Comprehension
	The author states that an anaconda can eat a whole pig in one go. Do you think this is amazing? Why?

	31
	Vocabulary development
	Look at the picture of the giant tortoise. Can you think of three words to describe it?

	31
	Comprehension: making connections
	What animal do you think is the most amazing? Why do you think this?


Unit 4b: The Incredible Giraffe
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	32
	Genre: report
	The title of this text is ‘The Incredible Giraffe’. What type of text do you think this is?

	32
	Vocabulary development: 
root words
	Look at the word ‘tallest’. What little word can you see in this word?

	32
	Vocabulary development
	The giraffe is nearly ‘two times as tall as a tractor’. Another way to say this is ‘The giraffe is nearly twice as tall as a tractor’.

	32
	Comprehension: determining importance
	What is the main idea of this page? If you had to give the page a heading, what would it be?

	33
	Vocabulary development: prefixes
	Look at the word ‘unusual’. It is made up of the prefix ‘un’ and the word ‘usual’. The prefix ‘un’ means ‘not’. So the word ‘unusual’ means ‘not usual’. The prefix ‘un’ is also used in words like ‘unhappy’ and ‘unhealthy’. Can you think of any other words with the prefix ‘un’?

	33
	Comprehension: comparing
	What do you think is the most unusual thing about a giraffe’s tongue? Can you think of any other creatures that have unusual features?

	33
	Vocabulary development: homonyms
	Look at the word ‘leaves’. This word has two meanings. In this sentence, it means the leaves that you see on a tree. But the word ‘leaves’ can also mean to go away or out of a place. For example, Susan leaves the house every day at eight o’clock.

	34
	Vocabulary development: prefixes
	Look at the word ‘kilograms’. It is made up of the words ‘kilo’ and ‘grams’. The word ‘kilo’ means thousand. So a kilogram is a thousand grams.

	34
	Comprehension: clarifying
	When you read this sentence first, you might have been confused. That’s because you might not think that leaves contain water. But then you might think that about fruits like oranges and tomatoes. They are juicy and full of water. In fact, most foods contain water.

	34
	Phonological awareness
	Look at the words ‘about’, ‘does’ and ‘because’. These words are all known as tricky words or sight words. This is because you cannot sound them out. You need to recognise them by sight.

	35
	Vocabulary development: 
inflected endings (‑ing) 
	Look at the word ‘eating’. It is made up of the word ‘eat’ and the ending ‘ing’. Can you find another word with an ‘ing’ ending on this page?

	35
	Vocabulary development: 
collective nouns
	The author tells us that a group of giraffes is called a tower. Do you think this is a good name for a group of giraffes? Why or why not? Do you know what a group of sheep is called? What about a group of lions?

	35
	Comprehension: 
self-questioning
	Do you have any questions about this report? Would you be able to explain it to someone else?


1st Class Core Reader:
Unit 5 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	5
	Texts
	Text 5a: The Ant and the Grasshopper
Text 5b: The Little Red Hen

	Theme
	Work
	Subtheme
	Animals at work

	Genre
	Narrative
	Book band
	Orange

	Phonics focus
	The long vowel ‘ee’
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Inferring, Comparing, Determining importance, Predicting, Synthesising, Making connections (prompts), 
Visualising (Skills Book p. 38), Recognising characters (Skills Book p. 42)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 5a: Compound words 
Text 5b: Using context clues, Words instead of ‘said’ 
	Grammar
	Text 5a: Capital letters – days and months
Text 5b: Capital letters – names and places

	Focus words
	Text 5a: grasshopper, afternoon, favourite, field, weekend, frown, gathering, hungry, January, starving, listening, lazy
Text 5b: decided, asked, wheat, mill, grind, flour, answered, replied, exhausted, bread, gobbled

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 1st Class Core Reader (pp. 36–43)
Starlight : 1st Class Skills Book (pp. 38–45)
Digital: Unit 5a Grammar activity: Capital letters (days and months); Unit 5b Grammar activity: Capital letters (names and places)
Digital: Unit 5b: Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 05. Animals at work 
Below-level printable worksheet – 5a The Ant and the Grasshopper
Above-level printable worksheet – 5a The Ant and the Grasshopper
Below-level printable worksheet – 5b The Little Red Hen
Above-level printable worksheet – 5b The Little Red Hen

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 5: Genre video (Narrative)
Unit 5: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 5a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 5b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 5a: Interactive Reader; Unit 5b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 5a: Guide children in analysing the narrative genre by completing p. 41 of the Skills Book based on the Unit 5a story ‘The Ant and the Grasshopper’.
Unit 5b: Use the digital writing display to model writing a narrative about the tortoise and the hare using the stimulus images and writing template. The teacher can then use p. 45 of the Skills Book to do shared narrative writing about the lion and the mouse.

	Cross-curricular links
	Drama – Drama to explore feelings, knowledge and ideas, leading to understanding – Exploring and making drama
SPHE – Myself and others – Discuss the morals of the stories
Visual Arts – Drawing
Gaeilge – Frása – Tá cabhair uaim a mhúinteoir

	Games/
Activities
	Have the children dramatise the events in both stories – pause to explore the feelings of the various characters.
Ask the children to sketch their favourite characters from the stories.
Discuss the endings of both stories – compare the attitude of the ant and the hen at the end. Which would you be?
Place the highlighted words in different parts of the classroom. In groups, the children choose a word from a hat and must guide one of their classmates to the correct word by giving instructions, e.g. turn left, move forward three steps.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 41 and 45). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Think, Pair, Share: Children discuss the important features of narrative writing
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 5 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation 


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Enjoy engaging with narrative stories about animals at work
Use the text and illustrations to infer details about the characters and plot 
Summarise the main message in the text

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print, including capital letters and their use for days, months, names and places

	
	LO 5
	Recognise a range of high-frequency words (e.g. to, be, me, went) 
Identify and recognise a range of compound words
Identify and provide alternatives for a range of synonyms
Recognise and sound the digraph ‘ee’
Recognise that the letter ‘y’ can make the ‘ee’ sound

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from the narrative
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including prefixes, suffixes, homonyms and root words

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a narrative story

	
	LO 8 

	Read and understand narrative stories about animals at work
Identify the main ideas and key points in a narrative and determine their place in the sequence of the story

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with stories about other animals or stories from their own lives
Generate and respond to questions on the narratives
Visualise aspects of a narrative to facilitate comprehension

	
	LO 10
	Read the stories with good pace, phrasing, decoding and expression



	Writing outcomes 

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy modelled and shared story-writing with and for others about ‘the tortoise and the hare’ and ‘the lion and the mouse’

	
	LO 2
	Suggest appropriate content and tools when participating in shared writing, demonstrating an understanding of new vocabulary and an awareness of the grammar focus in this unit

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use a more sophisticated sentence structure with connectives and a wide range of verbs in their shared story-writing

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words
Use compound words in their writing of the story about a lion and a mouse

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when participating in shared story-writing

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Engage with the writing process to create a story whether writing collaboratively or independently


Literacy development prompts
Unit 5a: The Ant and the Grasshopper 
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	36
	Genre: narrative
(purpose for reading)
	This is a narrative text; most narrative stories have a problem.
Look out for the problem as you read the text.

	36
	Punctuation: speech marks
	Narrative text often has lots of direct speech in it. The speech marks show us that someone is talking.
Can you show where the speech starts and finishes on this page? 

	36
	Vocabulary development: compound words
	Remember, a compound word is a new word made when two smaller words are put together. ‘Grasshopper’ is a compound word. Can you find two more compound words on this page?

	37
	Comprehension: inferring, making comparisons
	Can you name the two main characters in this story? From reading the first two pages, what words might you use to describe them? Are they similar or different? 

	37
	Vocabulary development: antonyms
	Can you find two words on this page which have the opposite meaning? 
These are called antonyms.

	37
	Phonics: long vowels (ee)
	Look at the word ‘weekend’. It contains the long ‘ee’ sound. Can you think of any other words that contain the ‘ee’ sound?

	37
	Comprehension: determining importance
	What piece of advice was given on this page? Who is giving the advice? 

	38
	Grammar: capital letters for days of the week
	Can you find two days of the week on this page? What do you notice about the start of each word?

	38
	Comprehension: inferring
	As the ant spoke, he had a frown on his face. What does this tell us? 

	38
	Comprehension: predicting
	Can you use what you have read and the information you have been given to guess or predict what might happen next? 

	39
	Grammar: question marks
	Can you find the question mark on this page? 

	39
	Grammar: contractions – weren’t
	Look at the word ‘weren’t’? The word ‘weren’t’ is short for the words ‘were not’. The words ‘were’ and ‘not’ have been joined together. An apostrophe is there to replace one of the letters. Which letter does the apostrophe replace? 

	39
	Comprehension: forming opinions
	Do you think the grasshopper was lazy? Why do you think this?

	39
	Comprehension: response to text
	In your opinion, is there a message to be found, or a lesson to be learned in this story? 


Unit 5b: The Little Red Hen
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	40
	Genre: narrative
	This is a narrative text; it will have characters, a setting, a problem and a resolution. 
It could be fact or fiction. Do you think this story is fact or fiction? 

	40
	Phonics: ‘y’ pretending to be ‘e’
	Listen to the words ‘Chirpy’ and ‘Fluffy’. What sound do you hear at the end? We hear an /ee/ sound, but the word ends in the letter ‘y’. ‘Y’ is pretending to be an ‘e’ here. 

	40
	Comprehension: synthesising
	Do the names of the animals tell us anything about them? Do they help to describe the characters or help us to imagine what the characters might be like? 

	41
	Grammar: exclamation marks
	Look at the exclamation mark [!]. It comes straight after the word ‘myself’ and tells us to read that word with expression. Try it!

	41
	Grammar: capital letters for names
	Can you find the names of the four characters on this page? Did you notice that they all begin with a capital letter? We always use a capital letter for the names of people and places.

	41
	Comprehension: inferring
	Can you think of some words to describe Chirpy?

	42
	Vocabulary development: words instead of ‘said’
	The words ‘answered’ and ‘replied’ are used instead of ‘said’. They make the text more interesting. Can you think of other words we could use instead of ‘said’? 

	42
	Comprehension: inferring 
	The animals had lots of excuses for not helping Chirpy. Is there anything else Chirpy could have said to them to encourage them to help her? 

	42
	Comprehension: inferring
	Chirpy had to take the wheat to the mill. Do you know what happens to wheat at the mill? The last sentence should give you a clue!

	43
	Comprehension: inferring and making connections
	We are told by the author, that Chirpy was exhausted. Why was she exhausted? Can you think of a time when you felt exhausted? 

	43
	Comprehension: determining importance
	What lesson might the other animals have learned? 
In your opinion, was Chirpy right to ‘gobble up’ all the bread? 


1st Class Core Reader:
Unit 6 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	6
	Texts
	Text 6a: A Christmas Accident
Text 6b: Sam Saves the Day

	Theme
	Work
	Subtheme
	People that help us

	Genre
	Narrative
	Book band
	Orange

	Phonics focus
	Long ‘a’ sound (‘ai’ and ‘ay’)
The silent ‘k’ also appears in this unit
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Making predictions, Making connections, Determining importance, Synthesising, Inferring (prompts), Story structure – beginning, middle and end (Skills Book  p. 46)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 6a: Synonyms, Antonyms 
Text 6b: Synonyms, Creating a semantic map (word web)
	Grammar
	Text 6a: Capital letters – special occasions
Text 6b: Capital letters review

	Focus words
	Text 6a: early, excited, straight, stairs, tumbled, pain, hospital, ambulance, stretcher, sobbed, sprained 
Text 6b: holidays, doorbell, cousins, flickering, bright, terrible, fire brigade, firefighters, hose, flames, damage

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 1st Class Core Reader (pp. 44–51)
Starlight : 1st Class Skills Book (pp. 46–53)
Digital: Unit 6a Grammar activity: Capital letters (special occasions); Unit 6b Grammar activity: Capital letters (review)
Phonics printable worksheet – 06. People that help us 
Below-level printable worksheet – 6a A Christmas Accident
Above-level printable worksheet – 6a A Christmas Accident
Below-level printable worksheet – 6b Sam Saves the Day
Above-level printable worksheet – 6b Sam Saves the Day

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 6: Genre video (Narrative)
Unit 6: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 6a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 6b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 6a: Interactive Reader; Unit 6b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 6a: Children use the template on p. 49 of the Skills Book to assist them in planning their own narrative story about an accident that they or a friend had with a bicycle. 
Unit 6b: Children use the template on p. 53 of the Skills Book to write a narrative story about an accident that they or a friend had with a bicycle, using the plan they completed on p. 49 for support. 
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	SPHE – Myself – Safety and protection
SPHE – Myself and others – My friends and other people
SESE Science – Living things – Myself
SESE Science – Energy and forces – Electricity 

	Games/
Activities
	Role-play a visit to the doctor’s surgery in pairs/small groups.
Visit www.firesafety4kids.ie and discuss how we can all be safer around fire.
Have a fire safety poster competition.
Use the new words found in the stories to create a word search for the children.
Listen to the fire safety song: Search for Fire Safety Video for Kids with SteveSongs & Sparky the Fire Dog on YouTube.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 49 and 53). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own narrative piece using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their narrative writing piece to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 6 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation 


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Enjoy engaging with a narrative story about people who help us

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print to aid understanding of the text

	
	LO 4
	Play with and recognise sounds such as syllables, rhyme, onset-rime and phonemes in spoken words
Recognises that some words contain silent sounds (e.g. knee)

	
	LO 5
	Identify a range of high-frequency words (e.g. very, too, from, house) 
Identify synonyms and antonyms during the course of their reading
Read words containing short and long vowel sounds. (e.g. pain, play, huge, drove, hose, wait, shot, just)
Read words containing the long vowel sound ‘ai’ and the alternative ‘ay’

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from the stories
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in the text, including prefixes, suffixes, homonyms and root words

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a narrative

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand stories about people who help us
Identify the main ideas and key points in a story and put them in sequence

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a story about people who help us
Generate and respond to questions on the stories
Use clues such as illustrations and the title to make predictions about the stories

	
	LO 10
	Read the two stories with good pace, phrasing and expression



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy planning a story with and for others about an accident on a bike

	
	LO 2
	Choose the content of their own writing for sharing with others

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use their knowledge of synonyms and antonyms to create a more sophisticated sentence structure for their writing

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words, as well as new words from the text

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a narrative

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Independently plan and gather information to write a narrative based on the topic of an accident on a bike
Engage with the writing process to create a narrative


Literacy development prompts
Unit 6a: A Christmas Accident
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	44
	Comprehension: making predictions
	The title of this story gives us a clue as to what might happen in this story. What do you predict the problem might be? 

	44
	Genre: narrative – setting 
	When or what time of year is the story set? Where is the story set? 

	44
	Grammar: capital letters for special days
	Look at the word ‘Christmas’. It starts with a capital letter because it is a special day. Can you think of any other special days that start with a capital letter?

	45
	Phonics: silent k
	Can you spot the word on this page that starts with a silent letter ‘k’? 

	45
	Vocabulary development
	Pam tumbled down the stairs. What sort of movement do you think this is? Can you think of any other words that have a similar meaning to the word ‘tumbled’?

	45
	Comprehension: making connections
	Look at the illustration on this page. How do you think each of the three characters feel?

	45
	Phonics: long vowels ‘ai’
	Pam was in pain. The word ‘pain’ contains the /ai/ sound. Can you think of a word that rhymes with the word ‘pain’?

	46
	Vocabulary development: words instead of ‘said’
	Can you count how many words the author uses instead of the word ‘said’ on this page? Does this help you to imagine how the characters spoke? 

	46
	Grammar: ly (adverbs)
	Look at the word ‘quickly’. It ends in the letters ‘ly’. They make a ‘lee’ sound. The word ‘quickly’ tells us about how the ambulance travelled. 

	46
	Vocabulary development
	Can you point to the stretcher in the illustration? Why do you think the two men carried Pam to the ambulance on a stretcher?

	47
	Comprehension: determining importance
	What instructions was Pam given in the hospital to help her knee to get better? 

	47
	Phonological awareness: syllables 
	Listen to the word ‘delighted’. If we say it slowly and stretch it out, we can hear the syllables. Let’s count them and clap them. 

	47
	Vocabulary development

	The doctor said that Pam’s knee was sprained. Can you think of any words you might use instead of sprained?

	47
	Comprehension: synthesising
	Why do you think Pam said, ‘If only I was wearing these this morning’? What did she mean?


Unit 6b: Sam Saves the Day
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	48
	Genre: narrative
	This story is a narrative. From reading the title, who do you think is the main character in this story? 

	48
	Comprehension: making connections
	What is Sam doing in the picture? How would you feel if you were doing this? 

	48
	Phonics: long ‘a’ alternatives (ay)
	Look at the word ‘play’. It contains the ‘ay’ sound. Can you think of any words that rhyme with ‘play’?

	49
	Vocabulary development: 
compound words
	Can you find the compound word on this page? 

	49
	Vocabulary development: phrasing (reading fluency)
	A phrase is a small group of words that are used together and have their own meaning. Mum uses two phrases to agree to watching Danny’s house while they are away. Can you find these two phrases?

	49
	Grammar: capital letters review
	Look at the first sentence on this page. It contains three capital letters. 
Can you explain why we use them?

	50
	Comprehension: inferring
	What was it that caught Sam’s attention in Danny’s house? 

	50
	Vocabulary development
	The light coming from the O’Briens’ front room was flickering. Can you imagine how the flame of a candle moves? That is flickering. Can you think of other ways to describe how a flame moves?

	50
	Phonological awareness: rhyming words
	Look at the word ‘light’. Can you find a word on this page that rhymes with the word light? Can you think of any others?

	51
	Comprehension: inferring
	How do you think the fire in Danny’s house may have started? 

	51
	Phonics: magic ‘e’ and ‘I’
	Look at the word ‘time’. The Magic ‘e’ makes the letter ‘i’ say its name. What word would you get if you took off the Magic ‘e’?

	51
	Comprehension: inferring
	Why do you think Danny’s Dad will be happy that Sam spotted the fire?


1st Class Core Reader:
Unit 7 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	7
	Texts
	Text 7a: How to Make Salt Dough Christmas Decorations
Text 7b: How to Make Gingerbread Men Christmas Cookies 

	Theme
	Special occasions
	Subtheme
	Christmas

	Genre
	Procedure
	Book band
	Orange

	Phonics focus
	Magic ‘e’ with ‘o’
Magic ‘e’ with ‘u’
Long ‘e’ alternative ‘ea’
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Determining importance, Scanning text, Synthesising, Making predictions, Inferring, Making connections (prompts), Sequencing (Skills Book p. 54)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 7a: Using context clues, Synonyms
Text 7b: Command verbs (for a recipe)
	Grammar
	Text 7a: Plurals (adding ‘s’)
Text 7b: Plurals (adding ‘es’)

	Focus words
	Text 7a: decorate, glitter, bowl, stir, knead, dough, decorations, ornaments
Text 7b: baking powder, syrup, yolk, ginger, icing, cookie cutters, instructions, sieve, minutes, cooled

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 1st Class Core Reader (pp. 52–59)
Starlight : 1st Class Skills Book (pp. 54–61)
Digital: Unit 7a Grammar activity: Plurals (adding ‘s’); Unit 7b Grammar activity: Plurals (adding ‘es’)
Digital: Unit 7a Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 07. Christmas 
Below-level printable worksheet – 7a How to Make Salt Dough Christmas Decorations 
Above-level printable worksheet – 7a How to Make Salt Dough Christmas Decorations
Below-level printable worksheet – 7b How to Make Gingerbread Men Christmas Cookies
Above-level printable worksheet – 7b How to Make Gingerbread Men Christmas Cookies

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 7: Genre video (Procedure)
Unit 7: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 7a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 7b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 7a: Interactive Reader; Unit 7b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 7a: Use the digital writing display to label the items needed to build a snowman. 
The children can then use the template on p. 57 of the Skills Book to assist them in planning their own procedure for how to build a snowman.
Unit 7b: Children use the template on p. 61 of the Skills Book to write a procedure for how to build a snowman, using the plan they completed on p. 57 for support. 
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	Visual Arts – Painting and colour, Drawing, Making constructions
SESE Science – Materials – Materials and change
Gaeilge – Bia

	Games/
Activities
	Read the story of the ‘Gingerbread Man’.
Create an outfit for a gingerbread person.
Watch an episode of Bia Linn from TG4.
Play a game of ‘Guess the Ingredient’ using the ingredients listed in both recipes and a covered box. Feel inside the box and describe what the ingredient feels like to the class.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 57 and 61). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own procedural writing using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their procedural piece to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 7 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts
Conferencing
Teacher observation 


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Enjoy engaging with procedural writing about Christmas activities

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use conventions of print to aid understanding of the text

	
	LO 4
	Recognise that some words contain silent sounds (e.g. knead)
Verbally segment multisyllable words (decorations)

	
	LO 5
	Recognise a range of high-frequency words (e.g. add, ask, use, mix, etc.) 
Recognise a range of words with letter patterns where ‘s’ or ‘es’ are added to make plurals
Recognise similar sounds from different letter combinations (e.g. ‘ea’ as an alternative for the long ‘e’ sound)
Read words with the split digraphs o_e and u_e
Read words with the ‘ai’ sound

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from the procedural writing texts about Christmas activities
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including homonyms, compound words and synonyms
Demonstrate the various action words

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a procedural writing piece 

	
	LO 8 
	Read and follow the instructions in a procedural writing text
Identify the main ideas and key points in a procedural writing piece and order them in sequence

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a procedural writing text about Christmas activities
Generate and respond to questions on the procedural writing text
Use clues such as the title, illustrations and prior knowledge or experience to infer meaning and make predictions about the steps and ingredients in a recipe

	
	LO 10
	Read the text with good pace, phrasing and expression, pausing in the correct areas for punctuation and/or clarification



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy planning a procedural writing piece with and for others on ‘how to build a snowman’

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use more sophisticated syntax and conventions of print to give more explicit and detailed instructions in their procedural writing

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words as well as new words taken from the text

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a procedural text

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Independently plan and gather information to write a procedural text
Engage with the writing process to create a procedural text

	
	LO 8
	Explain the intent of their own writing and discuss the work of their peers to establish the meaning of each instruction


Literacy development prompts
Unit 7a: How to Make Salt Dough Christmas Decorations
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	52
	Procedure
	This text is a procedure. It tells us how to make something. Have you ever seen a text like this before? 

	52
	Comprehension: determining importance 
	Can you see the headings on this page? Headings make the information on the page clearer for us. Read out both headings. 

	52
	Phonics: ‘ai’ – long vowel sound 
	Look at the words ‘plain’ and ‘paint’. What part of these words sounds the same? Say them slowly. Is it the beginning, the middle or the end? 

	53
	Comprehension: determining importance
	The instructions tell us what we need to do to make the decorations. The instructions have numbers beside them. Why do you think this is? 

	53
	Comprehension: scanning text
	In what way is the text written differently on the page than in storybooks? Is it all in straight lines across the page? 

	53
	Phonics: silent ‘k’
	Can you find the word starting with the silent letter ‘k’? This word is pronounced ‘need’. We don’t hear the first letter. Can you think of another word with a silent ‘k’ at the start?

	53
	Vocabulary development: homonyms
	Can you think of another word which sounds the same but means something different to the word ‘knead’ in the sentence ‘knead the dough until it is soft’?

	54
	Phonological awareness: syllabification 
	Listen to the word ‘decorations’ said slowly. De-cor-a-tions. Let’s count and then clap the syllables. 

	54
	Phonics: magic ‘e’ and ‘o’
	Can you find a word on this page where the Magic ‘e’ makes the ‘o’ say its name?

	54
	Grammar: verbs
	There are lots of verbs, or ‘doing’ words, in this text. These words tell us what to do. The word ‘cut’ tells us to cut out the decorations. What does the word ‘bake’ tell us to do?

	55
	Vocabulary development: synonyms
	Look at the word ‘ornaments’. Can you find another word on this page that has a similar meaning?

	55
	Grammar: plurals
	To make words mean ‘more than one’, we usually add an ‘s’ to the end. Look at the word ‘decorations’. Can you see how an ‘s’ has been added to the end of the word ‘decoration’?

	55
	Comprehension: synthesising
	Does the way the text is written make it easy to understand how to make the decorations? 


Unit 7b: How to Make Gingerbread Men Christmas Cookies
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	56
	Procedure
	What type of text is this? How do you know this? 

	56
	Comprehension: making predictions
	The title tells us what we are going to learn to do. What do you think will be needed to make gingerbread cookies? 

	56
	Vocabulary development: compound words
	Look at the word ‘teaspoon’. It is a compound word – it has two words coming together to make one word. Can you find another compound word on this page?

	56
	Phonics: long ‘e’ alternatives
	Look at the word ‘teaspoon’. It contains the ‘ee’ sound but is written using the letters ‘e’ ‘a’. 

	57
	Comprehension: determining importance
	Look at the heading on this page; we are reading the instructions. Instructions are the things that we must do in a procedure. They are numbered to help us follow along step by step. 

	57
	Comprehension
	Look at the illustrations on this page. Do they help explain the instructions? 

	58
	Grammar: verbs
	The verbs or ‘doing words’ in a procedure tell us what to do. The verb ‘roll’ tells us to ‘roll out the dough’. What does the verb ‘put’ tell us to do?

	58
	Phonics: magic ‘e’ and ‘u’
	Look at the word ‘use’. The Magic ‘e’ makes the letter ‘u’ say its name: use. What word would we have if we took away the Magic ‘e’?

	58
	Phonological awareness: syllables
	Look at the word ‘gingerbread’. How many syllables can you count in this word if you clap it out?

	58
	Comprehension: inferring
	Step 7 tells you to ‘Put some baking paper on a tray’ before you put the gingerbread men on it. Why do you think this is?

	59
	Grammar: adjectives
	The word ‘hot’ describes the tray. It tells us that the tray is hot. It helps us imagine how the tray feels. Can you think of any words which could be used to describe the gingerbread men?

	59
	Comprehension: inferring
	Are there any other clues that tell you the tray is hot?

	59
	Comprehension: making connections 
	The author suggests you use icing pens to decorate the gingerbread men. What else could you use to decorate them? 


1st Class Core Reader:
Unit 8 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	8
	Texts
	Text 8a: ‘Hooray! Hooray! It’s New Year’s Day!’
Text 8b: ‘Mother’s Chocolate Valentine’

	Theme
	Special occasions
	Subtheme
	Occasions throughout the year

	Genre
	Poetry
	Book band
	Orange

	Phonics focus
	Magic ‘e’ with ‘i’
Magic ‘e’ with ‘e’
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Summarising, Determining importance, Inferring, Self-questioning, Scanning the text, Making predictions (prompts), Visualising (Skills Book pp. 62 and 66)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 8a: Synonyms, Using context clues
Text 8b: Using context clues, Rhyming words, Synonyms, Words that refer to a specific number – both, couple, dozen (prompts only)
	Grammar
	Text 8a: Editing (Grammar revision)
Text 8b: Questioning, Editing (Grammar revision)

	Focus words
	Text 8a: anew, through, invisible, waterfalls, elastic, shrink, liquid, aliens, galore, distant, dinosaur, wondrous
Text 8b: bought, chocolate hearts, delicious, couple, dozen, nibbled, knew, guilty, stuffed

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 1st Class Core Reader (pp. 60–63)
Starlight : 1st Class Skills Book (pp. 62–69)
Digital: Unit 8a Grammar activity: Grammar revision; Unit 8b Grammar activity: Grammar revision
Phonics printable worksheet – 08. Occasions throughout the year
Below-level printable worksheet – 8a Special occasion poems (1)
Above-level printable worksheet – 8a Special occasion poems (1)
Below-level printable worksheet – 8a Special occasion poems (2)
Above-level printable worksheet – 8a Special occasion poems (2)

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 8: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 8a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 8b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 8a: Interactive Reader; Unit 8b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 8a: Discuss the features of a Kennings poem with the children using p. 65 of the Skills Book. Ask the children to guess what the three example poems are about. The children can then use the numbered notes to help them plan a Kennings poem in their copybook about a member of their family.
Unit 8b: Children use the template on p. 69 of the Skills Book to write a Kennings poem about a member of their family, using the plan they completed in their copybook for support. Children can then write another Kennings poem about their favourite animal.
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	SESE History – Myself and my family – Feasts and festivals in the past
Maths – Measures – Time – The calendar
SPHE – Myself – Taking care of my body – Food and nutrition
Visual Arts – Drawing – Making drawings

	Games/
Activities
	Choose your favourite thing that the boy says he’s going to do from the New Year’s Day poem and draw a picture.
Make a class calendar filling in all of the major feast days and birthdays of children in the class.
Perform each of the poems in a funny voice, a scary voice and a sad voice. Try some more silly voices.
In pairs, make up actions to go with the poems.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 65 and 69). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own poetry using the traffic-light system
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their poem to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 8 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation 
Read aloud performance
Christmas Assessment (Termly Assessment 2: Core Reader Units 5–8). See page 99. NB: The termly assessments are also available to download at FolensOnline


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Enjoy engaging with poems about occasions throughout the year

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use conventions of print to aid understanding of the text and also to allow for the correct phrasing of the poem

	
	LO 4
	Play with and recognise rhyming sounds and discuss their importance to the flow of the poems

	
	LO 5
	Recognise a range of high-frequency words (e.g. will, walk, on, then, down, etc.)
Read words with the split diagraph i_e 

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from the two poems
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including prefixes, suffixes, homonyms and root words

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a poem such as rhyme, pace, structure, etc. 

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand the two poems about special occasions
Identify the main ideas and key points in the poems and determine their importance

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with these poems and other poems or occasions in their own lives
Generate and respond to questions about the two poems
Use a range of comprehension strategies to engage with the poems

	
	LO 10
	Read a poem with good pace, phrasing and expression



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Enjoy planning a kenning for and with others

	
	LO 2
	Choose appropriate content and topics for writing their own kenning for sharing with others

	Understanding
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words
Use a range of editing tools to self-correct their own kenning

	
	LO 5
	Use vocabulary and high-frequency words from the text in writing their own kenning

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Independently plan and gather information to write a kenning
Engage with the writing process to create a kenning

	
	LO 8
	Share their kenning orally with a group/whole class, reading it the way they intended it to be read
Discuss the various imagery used in the kenning and why they chose these words


Literacy development prompts
Unit 8a: ‘Hooray! Hooray! It’s New Year’s Day!’
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	60
	Genre: poetry 
	What type of text is this? How do you know? 

	60
	Comprehension: summarising 
	Poems are often broken up into verses. How many verses are there in this poem? How many lines are in each verse?

	60
	Comprehension: determining importance
	What time of the year is the poet writing about? Why do you think this is important to know? 

	60/61
	Grammar: rhyming
	Poets often use words that rhyme. This makes the poem sound a little like a song. We read it with fluency and expression. Can you pick out the words that rhyme?

	60
	Grammar: exclamation marks 
	The poet uses exclamation marks a lot. They help us to read the poem in a meaningful way. Can you find the exclamation marks?

	61
	Vocabulary development: synonyms
	The word ‘wondrous’ is an unusual word. What do you think it means? Can you think of other similar words? 

	61
	Phonics: magic ‘e’ and ‘i’
	Can you find the word on this page where the Magic ‘e’ makes the letter ‘i’ say its name?

	61
	Comprehension: inferring
	How would you describe the poet’s mood? How do you feel after reading the poem? 

	61
	Comprehension: 
self-questioning
	Would you do all the things the poet wants to do? 
What kind of wondrous plans of your own would you make? 


Unit 8b: ‘Mother’s Chocolate Valentine’
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	62
	Genre: poetry,
scanning the text
	Can you tell what kind of text this is by looking at the way it’s written? 

	62
	Comprehension: making predictions
	From reading the title and verse 1 of the poem, can you predict what might happen in the rest of the poem? 

	62
	Vocabulary development
	What do the words ‘both’, ‘couple’ and ‘half a dozen’ mean?
How many chocolates has the boy eaten altogether by the end of verse 2? 

	63
	Vocabulary development: synonyms
	The poet uses the phrase ‘I nibbled on and on’. Is there another way of describing what he did? 

	63
	Comprehension: visualising
	The poet said, ‘I was stuffed down to my socks’. Try to picture this in your mind. What is it he is really saying? 

	63
	Comprehension: inferring
	Do you think that the poet meant to eat all the chocolate hearts? 
What part of the poem tells you this? 

	63
	Comprehension: making connections
	Have you ever felt guilty about something you did?

	63
	Forming opinions and giving reactions
	How would you describe the poem: is it happy, sad, funny, silly, dull or exciting? 
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