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Starlight 6th Class: Fortnightly Plans
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Note: This document suggests two specific learning experiences per strand for each fortnightly plan. However, as the majority of the learning outcomes are covered in every unit, teachers may prefer to select their own learning experiences. In this case, detailed mapping for all learning outcomes for every unit is also available on Folensonline.



	SEPTEMBER: WEEK 1 & 2
UNIT: 1
THEME: SPORT: IRISH SPORTS STARS

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO8, LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	· Actively listen and extract meaning from a poster story about exceptional sportspeople. (LO1)
· Actively listen and speak confidently when working collaboratively, especially in partner and small group tasks.
Explore a range of technical vocabulary relating to sports. (LO3)
	· Develop their interest in and enjoyment of literature by reading and understanding recounts about sports events. (LO1)
· Give a personal interpretation of the recounts based on their own prior knowledge and reaction to the texts. 
Reflect on the intent of authors when writing recount texts, understanding that the author’s purpose is to tell the reader about an event or experience. (LO8)
	· Engage positively and purposefully while creating a recount text, using writing as a tool to clarify and structure thought and to express individuality. (LO1)
· Plan, write and redraft a personal recount about a weather experience using one of the provided titles. 
Critically select appropriate feedback to redraft their personal recount. (LO7)

	Oral language text type
	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Comprehension Strategy
	Grammar
	Writing skills
	Writing genre

	Oral recount
	n/a
	Recount
	Making connections
Synthesising
Inferring
	1a: Capital letters and end punctuation
1b: Punctuating direct speech
	1a: Point of view
1b: Paragraphs
	1a: Planning a recount
1b: Writing a personal recount

	Oral Vocabulary
	Reading vocabulary
	
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: national, international, described, championship, sportsperson, medals, obsessions, disability, coordination, weakness
Tier 2 examples: dogged, determination, resilience, generation
Tier 3 examples: cross-country, titles, medallist, visually impaired
	Text 1a: progressed, legendary, abandoned, escorted, exuded, advantageous, superstitious, instilled, adversity
Text 1b: European, miniature, entranced, tournament, regional, qualifying, disembarked, spectator, bated, adjudicator, officially, ecstatic
	
	
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode) Talk and discussion
Pair talking task: Rapid response challenge
Pair talking task: Same difference
Lesson 2 
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Pair talking task: 60-second challenge
Group talking task: The fastest game on grass
Week 2 
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Pair talking task (Oral recount): Recount an experience
Lesson 4 
Digital poster (Let’s Talk! mode): Why Katie Taylor is Ireland’s greatest sports star
Talking task: Have your say!
	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Text 1a: 15 September 1996: My First All-Ireland Final (pp.6– 8)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.9)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.9)
Vocabulary activities (pp.9–10)

Week 2
Text 2b: The Wee Wonders Golf European Championships (pp.12–14)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.15)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.15)
Vocabulary activities (p.15–16) 


	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Grammar: Capital letters and end punctuation (p.10)
Writing skills: Point of view (p.11)
Writing genre: Planning a recount (p.11)

Week 2
Grammar: Punctuating direct speech (p.16)
Writing skills: Paragraphs (p.17)
Writing genre: Writing a personal recount (p.17)

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading assessment checklist
Teacher-designed tests and tasks 
Questioning: Use the prompts.
Conferencing 
Teacher observation
	Writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their recount using smiley faces.
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their recount to an assessment portfolio.


	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starters and flyers modes in the digital poster
Below-, on- and above-level questions in the digital poster

	Challenge questions in combined reading and skills book 
Early finishers/Alternative questions worksheets
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book p.11 and p.17). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Integration

	SESE – Geography – Human environments
Children could learn more about the history of the GAA teams in Meath and Mayo, as well as the GAA teams in their own county.
SPHE – Myself – Self-identity
Children work in groups to discuss the recounts by Trevor Giles and Caoimhe O’Grady. What have children learned about how participation in sport supported these two athletes’ self-identity and developing confidence? Prompt children to consider recognition of success, as well as the learning that can come from making mistakes and acknowledging them. What sports, arts or leisure activities do the children take part in to support their personal growth? How does this happen?







	SEPTEMBER: WEEK 3 & 4
UNIT: 2
THEME: SPORT: UNUSUAL SPORTS

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO8, LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	· Listen and respond to an oral report.
Choose a type of sport to create an oral report on and present to the class, e.g. Group talking task: Research and Report: Dog Sports. (LO2)
· Develop vocabulary on the topic of sports, including nouns, verbs, adjectives. 
Understand and use a range of prefixes.
Explore synonyms and antonyms. (LO5)
	· Read and critically respond to texts about unusual sports for pleasure, interest and information and to understand the structure and features of a report. (LO2)
· Use knowledge of patterns and sounds to decode words in the reports specifically related to the text (e.g. modification). 
Recognise Irish place names (e.g. Carn an Mhadaidh, An Gabhlán). (LO4)
	· Choose, evaluate and justify the selected topic and content of their report with the audience, theme and purpose in mind. (LO2)
· Use the conventions of a report text including subheadings.
Use sentence punctuation accurately in their writing. (LO3)

	Oral language text type
	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Comprehension Strategy
	Grammar
	Writing skills
	Writing genre

	Oral report
	‘The Toe Wrestler’ by Kerri Ward
	Report
	Predicting
Synthesising
Inferring
	2a: Commas
2b: Other punctuation marks
	2a: Research and note-taking
2b: Organising information
	2a: Planning a report using a KWL chart
2b: Writing a report

	Oral Vocabulary
	Reading vocabulary
	
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: carve, paddle, unusual, official, Olympic, Championship, national, league, launched, extreme, thrilling, mountainside
Tier 2 examples: unconventional, canine, participant, triumph, Federation, governed, exhilarating, mundane
Tier 3 examples: wanging, hoying
	Text 2a: militia, cadets, opponents, forbidden, inspired, concept, alternating, deflated, propel, impartial, modification, practitioners
Text 2b: alpine, provincial, premises, distraught, numerous, hazards, bunkers, ravines, errant, origins, deemed
	
	
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Pair talking task: Curious questions
Pair talking task: Don’t say a word
Lesson 2 
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Group talking task: Circle time teasers
Digital poster (Question mode)
Pair talking task: Persuade me!

Week 2 
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Group talking task (Oral report): Dog sports
Lesson 4 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘The Toe Wrestler’
Stay on your toes!
	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Text 2a: Six of the Most Unusual Sports in the World (pp.18–20)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.21)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.21)
Vocabulary activities (pp.21–22)

Week 2
Text 2b: The Poc Fada All-Ireland Championships (pp.24–26)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.27)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.27)
Vocabulary activities (pp.27–28) 


	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Grammar: Commas (p.22)
Writing skills: Research and note-taking (p.23)
Writing genre: Planning a report using a KWL chart (p.23)

Week 2
Grammar: Other punctuation marks (p.28)
Writing skills: Organising information (p.29)
Writing genre: Writing a report (p.29)

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading assessment checklist
Teacher-designed tests and tasks 
Questioning: Use the prompts.
Conferencing 
Teacher observation
	Writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their report using smiley faces.
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their report to an assessment portfolio.


	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starters and flyers modes in the digital poster
Below-, on- and above-level questions in the digital poster

	Challenge questions in combined reading and skills book 
Early finishers/Alternative questions worksheets
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book p.23 and p.29). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Integration

	SESE – Geography – A sense of place/Human environments
Children could identify on a map of the world the locations where the unusual sports mentioned in Unit 2a are most popular. Add the location of the Poc Fada from the second text. As a class, discuss why some sports are localised (local environment, equipment/space requirements, weather conditions, etc.) and why other sports can be played anywhere in the world.
SESE – History – Story – Myths and legends
Children could further investigate and discuss the legend of the Irish warrior Cúchulainn, mentioned in Unit 2b. Explain to children how legends like this one were used by people to explain the formation of natural landmarks and geographical features before these were fully understood.
You could compare this to myths in other cultures and from other countries. (Examples: Discuss the Shinto myths around the creation of Japan’s islands, such as the story of Izanagi and Izanami.
Discuss the myths surrounding the creation of the Pacific Islands, which were thought to have been ‘fished up’ by the gods.)







	OCTOBER: WEEK 5 & 6
UNIT: 3
THEME: IRELAND: POTATOES

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO3
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO8, LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	· Develop a wide and varied vocabulary on the topic of potatoes, including nouns, verbs, adjectives.
Explore various relevant idioms or phrases, e.g. couch potato. 
Listen for and learn words for ‘potato’ in other languages. (LO5)
· Use language to express and justify opinions.
Generate how-to instructions for a toy and present them to the class, i.e. Potato Fun. (LO11)
	· Use a wide range of word identification strategies, including context cues, flexibly and with confidence, to work out unfamiliar words in a text. (LO5)
· Understand the purpose of procedural texts (to tell the reader how to do something, step by step). 
Identify the features of procedural texts including the use of numbered steps and imperative or ‘bossy’ verbs. (LO7)
	· Use knowledge of letter-sound correspondences and common spelling patterns to correctly spell words in their writing. (LO4)
· Plan and write a clear procedural text with precise language, demonstrating an increasing understanding of the genre. (LO6)

	Oral language text type
	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Comprehension Strategy
	Grammar
	Writing skills
	Writing genre

	Giving instructions
	‘Mashed Potato Love Poem’ by Sidney Hoddes
	Procedure
	Synthesising
Clarifying
Inferring
	3a: Nouns
3b: Compound nouns
	3a: Precise language
3b: Imperative verbs
	3a: Planning a procedure
3b: Writing a procedure

	Oral Vocabulary
	Reading vocabulary
	
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: healthy, average, famine, nutritious, humble, mealtime, vast, grower, staple, dietary, fibre
Tier 2 examples: emigrated, versatile, bizarre, enthusiasts, principal, devastating, maize, Peruvian
	Text 3a: beloved, staple food, emigration, chitting, indentations, polystyrene, acidity, sheltered, ventilated, versatile, potassium
Text 3b: cuisine, thriftiness, oppression, cholesterol, moisture, batter, poached, simmering, originated
	
	
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Riddle me this!
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Talk and discussion)
Group talking task: The Irish potato famine
Lesson 2 
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Pair talking task: True or false?
Group talking task (Giving instructions): Versatile vegetable

Week 2 
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
The history of Mr Potato Head
Group talking task (Giving instructions): Potato fun
Lesson 4 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Mashed Potato Love Poem’
Pair talking task: French fry love poem
	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Text 3a: How to Grow Your Own Potatoes (pp.30–33)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.33)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.33)
Vocabulary activities (pp.33–34)

Week 2
Text 3b: How to Make Boxty (pp.36–38)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.39)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.39)
Vocabulary activities (pp.39–40) 


	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Grammar: Nouns (p.34)
Writing skills: Precise language (p.35)
Writing genre: Planning a procedure (p.35)

Week 2
Grammar: Compound nouns (p.40)
Writing skills: Imperative verbs (p.41)
Writing genre: Writing a procedure (p.41)

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading assessment checklist
Teacher-designed tests and tasks 
Questioning: Use the prompts.
Conferencing 
Teacher observation
	Writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their procedure using smiley faces.
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their procedure to an assessment portfolio.


	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starters and flyers modes in the digital poster
Below-, on- and above-level questions in the digital poster

	Challenge questions in combined reading and skills book 
Early finishers/Alternative questions worksheets
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book p.35 and p.41). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Integration

	SESE – History – Eras of change and conflict – The Great Famine (or Continuity and change over time – Food and farming)
Children could conduct further research on the history of the potato crop in Ireland (when potatoes were introduced to Ireland in the sixteenth century, when potato blight cause the Great Famine, etc.) and write a report or give an oral presentation to the rest of the class on that time period.
SPHE – Myself – Taking care of my body – Food and nutrition
The text in Unit 3b offers an opportunity to consider the important nutrients that are necessary in a balanced diet. Have a whole-class discussion about a balanced diet. Talk about the nutritional differences between poached boxty served plain, or fried boxty served with cream and sugar. Which boxty option offers the most balanced and healthiest choice? Why? Children could make a restaurant menu featuring many different potato dishes, including chips, mash, boxty, baked potatoes, etc. They could rate the dishes on how healthy/nutritious they are.






	OCTOBER: WEEK 7 & 8
UNIT: 4
THEME: IRELAND: HALLOWEEN

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO8, LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	· Listen and respond to an oral narrative about Halloween.
Choose a new, unexplored perspective in the poster story. Work with a group to retell the story from this perspective and choose a title, i.e. in Retell the Story. (LO2)
· Develop vocabulary on the topic of Halloween, including nouns, verbs, adjectives.
Use sentences of varying length, structure and complexity to express and justify preferences. (LO4)
	· Discuss their own and others’ responses to a narrative text.
Explore the reasons for their ideas, and defend their preferences. 
Critically reflect on the author’s purpose and intent when writing these narratives. (LO8)
· Read stories with appropriate pace, accuracy and expression. (LO10)
	· Discuss and evaluate others’ interpretation of their narrative text. (LO8)
· Present story in a layout and format appropriate for a narrative text.
Write legibly and fluently in a chosen script using a personal style. (LO9)

	Oral language text type
	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Comprehension Strategy
	Grammar
	Writing skills
	Writing genre

	Oral storytelling
	‘Colonel Fazackerley’ by Charles Causley
	Narrative
	Inferring
Predicting
Making connections
	4a: Verbs – simple tenses
4b: Subject–verb agreement
	4a: Developing character
4b: Show, don’t tell
	4a: Planning a story
4b: Writing a story

	Oral Vocabulary
	Reading vocabulary
	
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: opportunity, mischief, frightened, eerily, pelt, tarantula, screeching, littered
Tier 2 examples: unsuspecting, wreak havoc, menacingly, youngsters, itinerary, fluorescent, emerged, retreated, commander
	Text 4a: facial, defects, costume, oozing, realistic, shrunken, orc, insisted, shrugged
Text 4b: ominous, churned, garbled, beckoned, illuminated, skulking, decrepit, diversions, preoccupied, inhospitable, foliage, trampled
	
	
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Introduction
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Halloween howlers!
Lesson 2 
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Chinese whispers
Pair talking task: Would you rather?

Week 2 
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Group talking task (Oral storytelling): Retell the story
Lesson 4 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Colonel Fazackerley’
	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Text 4a: The Bleeding Scream (pp.42–44)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.45)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.45)
Vocabulary activities (pp.45–46)

Week 2
Text 4b: The Sodden Bride (pp.48–50)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.51)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.51)
Vocabulary activities (pp.51–52) 


	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Grammar: Verbs – simple tenses (p.46)
Writing skills: Developing character (p.47)
Writing genre: Planning a story (p.47)

Week 2
Grammar: Subject–verb agreement (p.52)
Writing skills: Show, don’t tell (p.53)
Writing genre: Writing a story (p.53)

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading assessment checklist
Teacher-designed tests and tasks 
Questioning: Use the prompts.
Conferencing 
Teacher observation
	Writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their narrative using smiley faces.
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their narrative to an assessment portfolio.


	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starters and flyers modes in the digital poster
Below-, on- and above-level questions in the digital poster

	Challenge questions in combined reading and skills book 
Early finishers/Alternative questions worksheets
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book p.47 and p.53). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Integration

	SESE – History – Feasts and festivals in the past
Children can research the origins of Halloween in Ireland, from the Celtic festival of Samhain to its place in the Christian calendar. They can explore, discuss and record some of the ceremonies, stories, legends, poetry, music, dances and games associated with Halloween. They could extend their research to similar festivals in other cultures, such as the Japanese Bon festival, or the Mexican Día de los muertos (Day of the Dead).
SPHE – Growing and changing – Feelings and emotions
Unit 4a is a good opportunity to consider ‘difficult-to-express emotions’. Discuss and practise how to express and cope with feelings in an appropriate manner. How could Auggie have coped with his feelings of shame and isolation? How could Jack have stood up to Julian and refused to join in with the bullying? Ask children to write a letter to either Auggie or Jack telling them how they might have better handled the situation.








	NOVEMBER: WEEK 9 & 10
UNIT: 5
THEME: SPACE AND TECHNOLOGY: SPACE

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO8, LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	· Listen and respond to an oral report about the universe. (LO2)
· Respond to the poem, ‘A Martian Sends a Postcard Home’.
Recognise typical poetic features (e.g. imagery, metaphor, run-on lines).
Use language creatively to role play a conversation between a Martian and their friend. (LO10)
	· Identify and evaluate a range of conventions of print in both explanations, e.g. diagrams, labels, paragraphs. 
Analyse sentence structure, including simple and compound sentences. (LO3)
· Use a range of comprehension strategies including synthesising, clarifying and inferring. (LO9)
	· Engage positively and purposefully when writing an explanation about the Moon or a space-related topic, focusing on formal and informal language and the concept of cause and effect. (LO1)
· Use conventions of explanation texts in their own writing, e.g. accurate sentence punctuation and use of common or proper nouns. 
Vary sentence length to suit the style and tone of an explanation text, always keeping the need for clarity in mind. (LO3)

	Oral language text type
	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Comprehension Strategy
	Grammar
	Writing skills
	Writing genre

	Oral report
	‘A Martian Sends a Postcard Home’ by Craig Raine
	Explanation
	Synthesising
Clarifying
Inferring
	5a: Active and passive verbs
5b: Verbs – past continuous and present
continuous tenses
	5a: Formal and informal language
5b: Cause and effect
	5a: Planning an explanation
5b: Writing an explanation

	Oral Vocabulary
	Reading vocabulary
	
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: universe, galaxies, gravity, solar system, meteor, comet
Tier 2 examples: vastness, optimal, atoms, gases, immensity, vaporise, debris
Tier 3 examples: cosmologist, hydrogen, helium, nebulae, asteroids, (speck of) matter
	Text 5a: complex, organism, nebulae, pressurised, supernova, cosmos, spherical, molten, sustain, amphibians
Text 5b: telescope, astronomers, atmosphere, components, aluminium, communications, antennae, simulate, weightlessness, scheduled, tragically, postponed, hardware, successor, trailblazing
	
	
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster: Talk and discussion
Pair talking task: Which one am I?
Pair talking task: Tell me why
Lesson 2 
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Partner talking task: Who, what, where, when, why?

Week 2 
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Small group activity (Oral report): Create a podcast!
Lesson 4 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘A Martian Sends a Postcard Home’
Role-play: I’m home!
	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Text 5a: How Did the Universe Evolve? (pp.54–56)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.57)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.57)
Vocabulary activities (pp.57–58)

Week 2
Text 5b: How Was the Hubble Telescope Made? (pp.60–62)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.63)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.63)
Vocabulary activities (pp.63–64) 


	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Grammar: Active and passive verbs (p.58)
Writing skills: Formal and informal language (p.59)
Writing genre: Planning an explanation (p.59)

Week 2
Grammar: Verbs – past continuous and present continuous tenses (p.64)
Writing skills: Cause and effect (p.65)
Writing genre: Writing an explanation (p.65)

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading assessment checklist
Teacher-designed tests and tasks 
Questioning: Use the prompts.
Conferencing 
Teacher observation
	Writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their explanation using smiley faces.
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their explanation to an assessment portfolio.


	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starters and flyers modes in the digital poster
Below-, on- and above-level questions in the digital poster

	Challenge questions in combined reading and skills book 
Early finishers/Alternative questions worksheets
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book p.59 and p.65). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Integration

	SESE – Science – Forces
The writing in this unit focuses on the impact of the Moon on Earth. Link this with the study of gravity and other forces. Children could conduct simple gravity-based experiments in the classroom and write up their observations.
SESE – Geography – Planet Earth in space
Teach children how to identify some of the major constellations – either by working with a simple telescope or by gathering images of the solar system as created by the Hubble telescope.









	[bookmark: _Hlk34298851]NOVEMBER: WEEK 11 & 12
UNIT: 6
THEME: SPACE AND TECHNOLOGY: LIVING IN THE FUTURE

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO8, LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	· Actively listen and speak confidently when working collaboratively, especially in partner and small group tasks.
Ensure that each student has a role/involvement in a group talking task, e.g. Pair talking task: Create a Slogan and Group talking task: Persuasive Presentation.
Adapt tone of voice, body language and choice of vocabulary when presenting to the class. (LO3)
· Categorise different modes of transport, along with verbs, adverbs and adjectives used to describe those modes of transport. (LO8)

	· Use knowledge of patterns and sounds to decode words in the persuasive texts (e.g. unsightly, utilises, metropolis). (LO4)
· Understand the purpose of persuasive texts (to convince the reader; tries to sell the benefits of the features, etc.)
Identify and discuss the features of a persuasive text, focusing on emotive language, rhetorical questions and formal or ‘official sounding’ language.
Understand the difference between fact and opinion in a persuasive text. (LO7)
	· Create a persuasive text advertising Mars as a great place to live. 
Use, analyse and evaluate various persuasive writing strategies, e.g. rhetorical questions, a call to action, etc. (LO6)
· Examine and critically reflect on their own intent and influence as authors.
Discuss and evaluate others’ interpretation of their persuasive text. (LO8)

	Oral language text type
	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Comprehension Strategy
	Grammar
	Writing skills
	Writing genre

	Argument and debate
	n/a
	Persuasive
	Making connections
Visualising
Inferring
	6a: Adverbs and irregular adverbs
6b: Using adverbs
	6a: Persuasive language
6b: Fact and opinion
	6a: Planning a persuasive text
6b: Writing a persuasive text

	Oral Vocabulary
	Reading vocabulary
	
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: pollution, bustling, transport, minimal, professionals, environment, traditional, comfort, residents, luxurious
Tier 2 examples: solar energy, visor, pedestrianised, commuting, efficient, synthetic, metropolis, tranquil, amenities, elevate, mass-destruction
Tier 3 examples: hoverboard, monorail, aerodynamic, carbon dioxide
	Text 6a: unsightly, embedded, opacity, eradicate, consume, drudgery, utilises, notifying, drone, eliminating, analyse, virtual
Text 6b: deteriorate, metropolis, utopia, tethered, typhoons, rogue, tsunamis, intruders, ineligible, divisions, naive, paradise, misdemeanours, hydroponics, molluscs, life expectancy
	
	
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster: Talk and discussion
Pair talking task: Tell me why
Pair talking task: Who, what, when, where, why?
Lesson 2 
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Group talking task: Create a slogan

Week 2 
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Pair talking task (Argument and debate): Past and present
Group talking task: Persuasive presentation
Lesson 4 
Digital poster (Let’s Talk! mode): Why the future will be better
Whole-class talking task (Argument and debate): Why the future could be worse

	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Text 6a: The TekHaus 2050 (pp.66–68)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.69)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.69)
Vocabulary activities (pp.69–70)

Week 2
Text 6b: Tyzopia, City of the Future (pp.72–74)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.75)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.75)
Vocabulary activities (pp.75–76) 


	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Grammar: Adverbs and irregular adverbs (p.70)
Writing skills: Persuasive language (p.71)
Writing genre: Planning a persuasive text (p.71)

Week 2
Grammar: Using adverbs (p.76)
Writing skills: Fact and opinion (p.77)
Writing genre: Writing a persuasive text (p.77)

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading assessment checklist
Teacher-designed tests and tasks 
Questioning: Use the prompts.
Conferencing 
Teacher observation
	Writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their persuasive text using smiley faces.
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their persuasive text to an assessment portfolio.


	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starters and flyers modes in the digital poster
Below-, on- and above-level questions in the digital poster

	Challenge questions in combined reading and skills book 
Early finishers/Alternative questions worksheets
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book p.71 and p.77). Writing is differentiated by outcome.




	Integration

	SPHE – Media education – How messages are conveyed/Becoming critical and discerning
Both texts offer a good opportunity to explore and understand how information is conveyed in different forms of advertising. Look at other print advertisements together and encourage children to identify where the techniques mentioned in the book are used to sell products. Discuss how children can separate ‘need’ and ‘want’ to avoid falling victim to clever advertising.
SESE – History – Homes
Have the stories about homes of the future tie in with the study of homes of the past. Focus on comparing construction materials, heat, light, environs, etc. Discuss the priorities for the homes of the future: safety/protection from environmental damage, eco-friendliness, technology/time-saving and health. How are these priorities different from – or the same as – homes of today and homes in the past? Children could study homes of a particular period and then write advertisements for homes today which emphasise the differences. (Example: Not enough hours of sunlight to get everything done? With our incredible electricity-powered light, you can illuminate the darkest evenings. Give yourself the time you deserve.) This would be a good test of children’s understanding of how homes have changed over time, and how they continue to change








	DECEMBER: WEEK 13 & 14
UNIT: 7
THEME: FUN AND FANTASY: SUPER POWERS

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO8, LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	· Use sentences of varying length, structure and complexity when discussing real and fictional heroes.
Use contrasting connectives when comparing real and fictional heroes, e.g. whereas, however, etc.
Construct sentences using a prescribed sentence stem. (LO4)
· Generate a list of words which end with the suffix ‘ologist’.
Categorise and differentiate between the qualities of both real and fictional heroes. (LO8)
	· Understand the purpose of narrative (to entertain, rather than inform).
Identify and discuss the features of narrative texts, including the three P’s (Person, Place and Problem), creating atmosphere and fast-paced vs. descriptive passages. (LO7)
· Read stories with appropriate pace, accuracy and expression. (LO10)
	· Plan, write, edit and redraft an engaging action/adventure story. 
Use appropriate language to evaluate and discuss revisions and edits. (LO7)
· Write legibly and fluently in a chosen script using a personal style. 
Present story in a layout and format appropriate for a narrative text. (LO9)

	Oral language text type
	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Comprehension Strategy
	Grammar
	Writing skills
	Writing genre

	Questions and interviews
	n/a
	Narrative
	Making connections
Predicting
Inferring
	7a: Adjectives
7b: Using a range of adjectives
	7a: Writing action scenes
7b: Writing a strong hook
	7a: Planning an action/adventure story
7b: Writing an action/adventure story

	Oral Vocabulary
	Reading vocabulary
	
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: hero, strong, tough,
Tier 2 examples: feat, fictional, traits, superlative, determination, apparatus
Tier 3 examples: intrepid, endeavour, strive, protrusions, ledges, tenacity
	Text 7a: driving, erupted, preceded, tormentors, silhouettes, flanked, loomed, splayed, protruding, lurched, skittered, inclining
Text 7b: seizures, balaclava, illusion, listless, multitudes, branded, facade, consternation, anonymous, incriminating, adrenaline, coursed
	
	
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Introduction: Heroic acts
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Pair talking task: Guess who?
Lesson 2 
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap 
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Small group talking task: Circle time teasers
Small group talking task: I spy a superlative

Week 2 
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Pair talking task (Questions and interviews): It’s interview time
Lesson 4 
Digital poster (Let’s Talk! mode): Everyday heroes flashcards
Small group talking task: Cinquain champion
	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 


Week 1
Text 7a: Hinin Boy (pp.78–80)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.81)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.81)
Vocabulary activities (pp.81–82)

Week 2
Text 7b: The Teleficator (pp.84–86)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.87)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.87)
Vocabulary activities (pp.87–88) 


	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 


Week 1
Grammar: Adjectives (p.82)
Writing skills: Writing action scenes (p.83)
Writing genre: Planning an action/adventure story (p.83)

Week 2
Grammar: Using a range of adjectives (p.88)
Writing skills: Writing and strong hook (p.89)
Writing genre: Writing an action/adventure story (p.89)

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading assessment checklist
Teacher-designed tests and tasks 
Questioning: Use the prompts.
Conferencing 
Teacher observation
	Writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their narrative using smiley faces.
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their narrative to an assessment portfolio.


	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starters and flyers modes in the digital poster
Below-, on- and above-level questions in the digital poster

	Challenge questions in combined reading and skills book 
Early finishers/Alternative questions worksheets
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book p.83 and p.89). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Integration

	SPHE – Myself and my family
These two stories offer very different pictures of family. Cormac is taken from his family and placed in a hostile environment, but he remains loyal to their memory. Sinéad has a close family and feels a sense of responsibility to get her Nan’s ring returned and to keep her mother from being so upset. Explore what responsibilities children feel to and from their family members. Children could write a short personal essay with the title: What is Loyalty?
Literacy
You could continue reading The Black Lotus as a class novel, or read other stories featuring characters with super powers or secret missions (e.g. the Percy Jackson or Alex Rider series).





	DECEMBER: WEEK 15 & 16
UNIT: 8
THEME: FUN AND FANTASY: STRANGE ENCOUNTERS

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO8, LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	· Ask and respond to a range of open and closed questions relating to a supernatural tale and to mythical creatures.
Generate a set of questions about the kraken which they would like to have answered. (LO7)
· Reflect on the poster story.
Retell the poster story in the form of a simple narrative.
With a partner, reflect on the information given in a short factual video, i.e. The History of the Kraken.
Use powerful descriptions in an oral narrative and in an original poem, e.g. ‘A Tale of the Kraken’. (LO12)
	· Use a varied range of word identification strategies, such as context clues, to understand the meaning of new words in a text. 
Study the difference between literal and metaphorical word use. 
Understand the difference between, and correct use of, size and condition adjectives. (LO5)
· Discuss different interpretations of the two poems, sharing their own views with others and referring back to the text. 
Explain the reasons behind their opinions, and defend their preferences. 
Critically reflect on the author’s purpose and intent when writing the narrative. (LO8)
	· Understand the most common conventions of print used in poetry, e.g. half-lines, verses.
Use these conventions as appropriate to create their own narrative poem. (LO3)
· Use, analyse and evaluate the typical structure and language associated with poetry, including rhyme, alliteration and onomatopoeia, to plan and write a narrative poem. (LO6)

	Oral language text type
	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Comprehension Strategy
	Grammar
	Writing skills
	Writing genre

	Oral storytelling
	‘The Visitor’ by Ian Serraillier
	Poetry
	Predicting
Visualising
Inferring
	8a: Adjective order
8b: Personal pronouns
	8a: Creating tension in your writing
8b: Rhyme scheme
	8a: Planning a tense narrative poem
8b: Writing a tense narrative poem

	Oral Vocabulary
	Reading vocabulary
	
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: terrified, silvery, whirlpool, tentacles, ferocious, limbs 
Tier 2 examples: merciless, slaughter, seaman, boatmen, treacherous, desirable, deeds, cavernous, maw, wreckage
Tier 3: Kraken, wheelhouse, mariner
	Text 8a: in vain, clearing, brazier, charcoal, staggered, blindly, dreadful
Text 8b: champed, ferny, turret, smote, descended, perplexed, phantom, dwelt, thronging, hearkening, cropping
	
	
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Introduction: What is the Kraken?
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster: Talk and discussion
Lesson 2 
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Group talking task: Freeze frame retelling
Week 2 
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Pair talking task: The history of the Kraken
Group talking task (Oral storytelling): The tale of the Kraken
Lesson 4 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘The Visitor’
Whole-class talking task: Write a monster poem
	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Text 8a: Prince Kano (p.90)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.91)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.91)
Vocabulary activities (pp.91–92)

Week 2
Text 8b: The Listeners (p.94)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.95)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.95)
Vocabulary activities (pp.95–96) 


	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Grammar: Adjective order (p.92)
Writing skills: Creating tension in your writing (p.93)
Writing genre: Planning a tense narrative poem (p.93)

Week 2
Grammar: Personal pronouns (p.96)
Writing skills: Rhyme scheme (p.97)
Writing genre: Writing a tense narrative poem (p.97)

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading assessment checklist
Teacher-designed tests and tasks 
Questioning: Use the prompts.
Conferencing 
Teacher observation
	Writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their poem using smiley faces.
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their poem to an assessment portfolio.

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starters and flyers modes in the digital poster
Below-, on- and above-level questions in the digital poster

	Challenge questions in combined reading and skills book 
Early finishers/Alternative questions worksheets
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book p.93 and p.97). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Integration

	SESE – History – Buildings, sites or ruins in my locality
Children could learn about a ruined building or wooded area in their locality. They could visit the area or building, draw pictures and create a report on the history of it. They could then potentially use this building or area as the setting for their own tense narrative poems.
Arts – Drama
In small groups, children could perform ‘Prince Kano’ as a short silent drama while one child reads the poem aloud. They could use their tension charts as a guideline and focus on expressing the emotions in the poem through their facial expressions, gestures and physical movement.





	JANUARY: WEEK 17 & 18
UNIT: 9
THEME: ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT: TALENT COMPETITIONS

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO8, LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	· Actively listen and speak confidently when working collaboratively, especially in partner and small group tasks.
Engage respectfully in a fictional argument, i.e. Persuade me to perform.
Adapt tone of voice, body language and choice of vocabulary when arguing persuasively and when recounting a personal experience. (LO3)
· Select and recount a personal experience of being a spectator or audience member. (LO9)
	· Use a range of comprehension strategies including inferring, determining importance and making connections. (LO9)
· Read a recount with the appropriate pace, accuracy and expression. (LO10)
	· Engage positively and purposefully when writing a series of diary entries, focusing on using chronological order and creating a unique ‘voice’. (LO1)
· Examine, select and justify appropriate vocabulary to write a personal recount. (LO5)

	Oral language text type
	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Comprehension Strategy
	Grammar
	Writing skills
	Writing genre

	Oral recount
	n/a
	Recount
	Inferring
Determining
importance
Making connections
	9a: Possessive pronouns
9b: Prepositions
	9a: Features of diary writing
9b: Voice
	9a: Planning diary entries
9b: Writing diary entries

	Oral Vocabulary
	Reading vocabulary
	
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: popular, audiences, announces, hosted, impressed, harsh, fortunately, finalist
Tier 2 examples: spectators, vying, record-breaking, mogul, myriad, contortionist, aspiring, villainous
	Text 9a: overwhelmed, auditorium, placards, burly, heralded, fleet, pyrotechnics, priceless, vying, unkempt, ovation, cynical
Text 9b: resembling, sheeting, frock, daunting, rigmarole, tousled, apparition
	
	
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Introduction
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster: Talk and discussion
Lesson 2 
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Group talking task (Argument and debate): Persuade me to perform!

Week 2 
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Pair talking task: The history of Got Talent
Group talking task (Oral recount): Recount an experience
Lesson 4 
Digital poster (Let’s Talk! mode): Why I love talent competitions
Whole-class talking task: Have your say
	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Text 9a: Ellie McCarthy’s Diary (pp.98–100)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.101)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.101)
Vocabulary activities (pp.101–102)

Week 2
Text 9b: The Audition (pp.104–106)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.107)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.107)
Vocabulary activities (pp.107–108) 


	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Grammar: Possessive pronouns (p.102)
Writing skills: Features of diary writing (p.103)
Writing genre: Planning diary entries (p.103)

Week 2
Grammar: Prepositions (p.108)
Writing skills: Voice (p.109)
Writing genre: Writing diary entries (p.109)

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading assessment checklist
Teacher-designed tests and tasks 
Questioning: Use the prompts.
Conferencing 
Teacher observation
	Writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their recount using smiley faces.
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their recount to an assessment portfolio.


	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starters and flyers modes in the digital poster
Below-, on- and above-level questions in the digital poster

	Challenge questions in combined reading and skills book 
Early finishers/Alternative questions worksheets
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book p.103 and p.109). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Integration

	Literacy – Using voice and dialect
Unit 9b offers a good opportunity to discuss the use of dialect and words which can create a unique voice in a text. Read a variety of extracts which show good examples of dialect (e.g. The Cay by Theodore Taylor, The Knife of Never Letting Go by Patrick Ness, Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson and Irish texts such as Under the Hawthorn Tree by Marita Conlon-McKenna). Have children write a list of words associated with the different dialects that they would not use in their own writing. Can children identify the words unique to their own dialect that might not appear in the writing of writers from other countries?
SPHE – Self-awareness/Developing self-confidence
Have children create their own series of diary entries, like Ellie McCarthy’s, which reflect on a good or memorable experience they had. Encourage children to explore their emotions in the entries. Have a whole-class discussion about how writing diary entries or journalling can help us to process our feelings about things that happen to us.




	JANUARY: WEEK 19 & 20
UNIT: 10
THEME: ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT: FAMOUS ARTISTS

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO9, LO10, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO8, LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	· Develop vocabulary relevant to the topic of modern art, e.g. visual, masterpiece, auction, etc. 
· Explore and develop an understanding of complex terms relating to the word of art, e.g. Abstract Expressionism, Contemporary Art, etc. (LO5)
· Ask and respond to a range of open and closed questions relating to art and artists.
Engage with the larger question of ‘What is Art?’ and generate possible answers to it. (LO7)
	· Use knowledge of patterns and sounds to decode words in the two reports (e.g. nationalist, predominant, masterpieces, revolutionary). (LO4)
· Use a varied range of word identification strategies, such as context clues, to understand the meaning of new words in a text. 
Understand ‘cause and effect’ to define, identify and generate appropriate conjunctions. 
Study the origin of words, e.g. ‘surrealism’ from the French ‘surréalisme’.  
Use a dictionary to find the meaning of unfamiliar or difficult words. (LO5)
	· Create a report about the famous artist, Johannes Vermeer.
Use, analyse and evaluate the typical text structure and language features of reports, including headings, subheadings, clear openings and endings, and topic sentences. (LO6)
· Plan, write, edit and redraft a report text on the life of Johannes Vermeer. 
Use appropriate language to evaluate and discuss revisions and edits. (LO7)

	Oral language text type
	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Comprehension Strategy
	Grammar
	Writing skills
	Writing genre

	Oral report
	‘The Magic Box’ by Kit Wright
	Report
	Questioning
Synthesising
Inferring
	10a: Conjunctions
10b: Time words and phrases
	10a: Captions
10b: Infographics
	10a: Planning a report on Johannes Vermeer
10b: Writing a report on Johannes Vermeer

	Oral Vocabulary
	Reading vocabulary
	
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: visual, masterpiece, valued, academic, overwhelmed, auction, artificial, inspire
Tier 2 examples: prehistoric, evolving, depicted, radical, iconic, fetching, establishment, subversive, merchandise
Tier 3 examples: Palaeolithic, Renaissance, Abstract Expressionism
	Text 10a: surreal, nationalist, contracted, permanent, junction, trademark, predominant, tumultuous, staunch, alluded, gangrene, persistence
Text 10b: three-dimensional, depicting, masterpieces, socialise, revolutionary, entailed, collage, prolific, foremost, exponents, optical, disorientating
	
	
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Introduction: What is art?
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Lesson 2 
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Small group talking task: All the colours of the rainbow!
Week 2 
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Group talking task: Spotlight on abstract art
Group talking task (Oral report): Reporting on art
Lesson 4 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘The Magic Box’
Group talking task: Our own magic box
	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 


Week 1
Text 10a: Frida Kahlo (pp.110–112)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.113)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.113)
Vocabulary activities (pp.113–114)

Week 2
Text 10b: Six Painters Who Shaped the History of Art (pp.116–118)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.119)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.119)
Vocabulary activities (pp.119–120) 


	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 


Week 1
Grammar: Conjunctions (p.114)
Writing skills: Captions (p.115)
Writing genre: Planning a report on Johannes Vermeer (p.115)

Week 2
Grammar: Time words and phrases (p.120)
Writing skills: Infographics (p.121)
Writing genre: Writing a report on Johannes Vermeer (p.121)

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading assessment checklist
Teacher-designed tests and tasks 
Questioning: Use the prompts.
Conferencing 
Teacher observation
	Writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their report using smiley faces.
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their report to an assessment portfolio.


	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starters and flyers modes in the digital poster
Below-, on- and above-level questions in the digital poster

	Challenge questions in combined reading and skills book 
Early finishers/Alternative questions worksheets
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book p.115 and p.121). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Integration

	SESE – History – Eras of change and conflict
Unit 10b provides an ideal starting point for studying the Renaissance. Children could learn about the artistic and scientific changes that took place during the period, learn the meaning of the word ‘renaissance’ and study the life of an important sculptor or painter from the period. Children could then create a short report about one aspect or one important figure from the Renaissance (Lorenzo di Medici, Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, etc.).
Visual arts – Looking and responding
Both texts provide examples of the work of exceptional artists. Teachers can use the texts to focus on ‘looking and responding’. Organise children in pairs or small groups and encourage them to have conversations, describing what is happening in a painting, the effect the artist may have intended it to have, what they feel are the most pleasing aspects and what they interpret the painting to mean.





	FEBRUARY: WEEK 21 & 22
UNIT: 11
THEME: SCIENCE AND NATURE: HARSH ENVIRONMENTS

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO9, LO10, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO8, LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	· Actively listen to and extract meaning from a poster story about a perilous holiday in a harsh environment. (LO1)
· Use sentences of varying length, structure and complexity when discussing peril, adventure and harsh environments.
Use sentence structure and grammar appropriate to an oral narrative. (LO4)
	· Understand the purpose of narrative (to entertain, rather than inform).
Identify and discuss the features of narrative texts, including the three Ps (Person, Place and Problem), the creative use of language and the function and importance of dialogue. (LO7)
· Discuss their own and others’ responses to both narrative texts.
Explore the reasons for their opinions and defend their preferences. 
Critically reflect on the author’s purpose and intent when writing these narrative texts. (LO8)
	· Critically choose and evaluate appropriate tools, strategies, content and topics, to write an effective and engaging narrative dialogue, and to express individuality. (LO2)
· Use knowledge of letter-sound correspondences and common spelling patterns to correctly spell words in their writing. (LO4)

	Oral language text type
	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Comprehension Strategy
	Grammar
	Writing skills
	Writing genre

	Oral storytelling
	from ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’
by Samuel Taylor Coleridge
	Narrative
	Inferring
Predicting
Visualising
	11a: Direct and indirect speech
11b: Apostrophes
	11a: Using direct speech to show character
11b: Dialogue and action tags
	11a: Creating a comic strip
11b: Writing narrative dialogue

	Oral Vocabulary
	Reading vocabulary
	
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: Amazon, separated, hopelessly, fearsome, collapsed, waterfall, rapids, jaguar
Tier 2 examples: Amazonian, predator, scrambled, frantically, thunderous, scanned, hurtling, inhospitable, embraced
	Text 11a: barren, desolate, violation, premises, burlap, originally, canteen, blazing, hastily, holster, buzzard
Text 11b: particles, radiation, noxious, blotted, debris, eerie, pitch, keels, purchase, gullies, beacon
	
	
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode) – Talk and discussion
Pair talking task: Let’s narrate
Lesson 2 
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Pair talking task: Sell it to me!
Week 2 
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Group talking task (Oral storytelling): A holiday disaster!
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Poem mode): from ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’
	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Text 11a: Welcome to Camp Green Lake (pp.122–124)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.125)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.125)
Vocabulary activities (pp.125–126)

Week 2
Text 11b: Into the Storm (pp.128–130)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.131)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.131)
Vocabulary activities (pp.131–132) 


	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Grammar: Direct and indirect speech (p.126)
Writing skills: Using direct speech to show character (p.127)
Writing genre: Creating a comic strip (p.127)

Week 2
Grammar: Apostrophes (p.132)
Writing skills: Dialogue and action tags (p.133)
Writing genre: Writing narrative dialogue (p.133)

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading assessment checklist
Teacher-designed tests and tasks 
Questioning: Use the prompts.
Conferencing 
Teacher observation
	Writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their narrative using smiley faces.
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their narrative to an assessment portfolio.


	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starters and flyers modes in the digital poster
Below-, on- and above-level questions in the digital poster

	Challenge questions in combined reading and skills book 
Early finishers/Alternative questions worksheets
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book p.127 and p.133). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Integration

	SESE – Geography – Physical features of Europe and the World
The text in Unit 10a is set in a harsh desert environment in America. Children could be organised into groups and each group could be asked to do a research project about a harsh desert environment (one group could research the Mojave Desert in North America, another group could research the Sahara Desert in Africa, another group could research the Gobi Desert in Asia, etc.). Each group could create a large poster to display in the classroom – or give an oral report to the rest of the class.
Arts – Drama
In small groups, children could act out Stanley’s arrival to Camp Green Lake. They could improvise what might happen next or create a freeze-frame of the moment Stanley arrives at camp. Encourage children to show Stanley’s feelings at each point in the scene. If you wanted to expand on this, a playscript for Holes by Louis Sachar is freely available online – you could have a whole-class reading or performance of sections of the script.








	FEBRUARY: WEEK 23 & 24
UNIT: 12
THEME: SCIENCE AND NATURE: TOYING AROUND WITH SCIENCE

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO8, LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	· Analyse and select information for the purposes of informing, debating and explaining.
Give information clearly in the form of a set of instructions. (LO11)
· Reflect upon the information given in the poster text and upon the process of creating instructions for a science experiment.
Use description appropriately when giving instructions. (LO12)
	· Analyse the conventions of procedural texts, including the use of numbered steps, illustrations, diagrams, lists of required material and equipment, etc. (LO3)
· Use a range of comprehension strategies including determining importance, clarifying and inferring to engage with two procedural texts. (LO9)
	· Use writing as a tool to clarify and structure thought when planning and writing a procedure entitled, ‘How to Make Slime’. (LO1)
· Understand and use the appropriate features of procedural texts, focusing on providing clear, sequential instructions and lists of the required materials and equipment. (LO2)

	Oral language text type
	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Comprehension Strategy
	Grammar
	Writing skills
	Writing genre

	Giving instructions
	n/a
	Procedure
	Determining
importance
Clarifying
Inferring
	12a: Articles
12b: Homophones
	12a: Audience
12b: Sequencing instructions
	12a: Planning an explanation
12b: Writing a procedural text

	Oral Vocabulary
	Reading vocabulary
	
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: simple, easily, tight, closely, test, water, mixture, fizzing
Tier 2 examples: occur, substances, optional, approximately, rapidly, observe, reacted, substitute
Tier 3 examples: chemical reaction, citric acid, sodium hydrogen carbonate, carbon dioxide, atom
	Text 12a: supervised, elapsed, horizontally, thoroughly, residue, reassemble, immerse, abrasive, appliance, guarantee, statutory
Text 12b: awl, instrument, axle, ensure, propeller, approximately, notch, coiled, independently, functioning
	
	
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Pair talking task: My experiment
Group talking task: Let us direct you
Lesson 2 
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Group talking task (Interview): When I grow up

Week 2 
Lesson 3
Whole-class talk and discussion: Density experiment
Pair talking task: Effective instructions
Group talking task (Giving instructions): Density experiment instructions
Lesson 4 
Digital poster (Let’s Talk! mode): What’s more important – science or art?
Whole class talking task: Debate
	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Text 12a: Candyfloss Maker Instruction Manual (pp.134–136)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.137)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.137)
Vocabulary activities (pp.137–138)

Week 2
Text 12b: How to Make a Rubber-Band-Powered Car (pp.140–142)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.143)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.143)
Vocabulary activities (pp.143–144) 


	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Grammar: Articles (p.138)
Writing skills: Audience (p.139)
Writing genre: Planning an explanation (p.139)

Week 2
Grammar: Homophones (p.144)
Writing skills: Sequencing instructions (p.145)
Writing genre: Writing a procedural text (p.145)

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading assessment checklist
Teacher-designed tests and tasks 
Questioning: Use the prompts.
Conferencing 
Teacher observation
	Writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their procedure using smiley faces.
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their procedure to an assessment portfolio.


	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starters and flyers modes in the digital poster
Below-, on- and above-level questions in the digital poster

	Challenge questions in combined reading and skills book 
Early finishers/Alternative questions worksheets
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book p.139 and p.145). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Integration

	SESE – Science – Working scientifically
Point out to children that many of the skills they are learning when studying procedural texts support their understanding of ‘working scientifically’. Point out instances of this in the units (when there is a focus on safety, on accurate measuring and precise language, on planning and evaluating, etc.). Arrange for children to conduct a very simple experiment and have them put these methods of working scientifically into practice.
Literacy
Have children look at instruction manuals for other common household products and identify the procedural features within them. What do they notice about the language and styling? Have children write an instruction manual for a fantastical appliance (a talking toaster, a self-filling fridge, an intelligent mirror, etc.). Ask the children to include safety warnings, a product information section and a labelled diagram.






	MARCH: WEEK 25 & 26
UNIT: 13
THEME: PEOPLE AND PLACES: GORGEOUS GEOLOGY

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO8, LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	· Explore and develop vocabulary related to the topic of natural wonders, e.g. geologist, fluorescent, confounding.
Explore and develop adjectives to describe natural wonders.
Select and use complex vocabulary related to natural wonders. (LO5)
· Manipulate language by listening and responding to the aesthetic and creative aspects of language in the poem ‘Flint’. 
Use language playfully and creatively when creating a range of similes. (LO10)

	· Acquire new vocabulary related to geology and rock climbing (e.g.  terrain, plateau, belaying, slack, abseiling). (LO6)
· Read explanation texts with appropriate pace, accuracy and expression. (LO10)
	· Use conventions of explanation texts in their own writing, e.g. accurate sentence punctuation and structural devices such as paragraphs and subheadings.
Vary sentence length to suit the style and tone of an explanation, and to achieve clarity. (LO3)
· Plan and write an explanation with the title, ‘How are Mountains Formed?’. 
Use, analyse and evaluate various writing techniques and tools such as diagrams, captions, subheadings, etc. (LO6)

	Oral language text type
	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Comprehension Strategy
	Grammar
	Writing skills
	Writing genre

	Oral report
	‘Flint’ by Christina Rossetti
	Explanation
	Clarifying
Synthesising
Inferring
	13a: Revision – punctuation
13b: Revision – word classes
	13a: Editing and drafting
13b: Diagrams
	13a: Researching an explanation
13b: Writing an explanation

	Oral Vocabulary
	Reading vocabulary
	
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: sparkling, amounts, spreading, weight
Tier 2 examples: unique, fluorescent, array, exposed, arid, resembles, sweltering, withstand, eroded, confounding
Tier 3 examples: stalactite, calcium carbonate, methane, geologists, minerals, geothermal, glacier

	Text 13a: downright, geology, architect, microscopic, contraction, hexagonal, variable, terrain, plateau, prying
Text 13b: nylon, sheath, resilient, friction, belaying, imperative, slack, crucial, abseiling, stability, tuition, proficient, altitudes
	
	
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Introduction
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Group talking task: Be a geologist
Lesson 2 
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Group talking task: Tour guide role-play
Week 2 
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Group talking task (Oral report): The Grand Canyon
Lesson 4 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Flint’
Pair talking task: Create similes
	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Text 13a: Geological Wonders (pp.146–148)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.149)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.149)
Vocabulary activities (pp.149–150)

Week 2
Text 13b: How to Learn to Rock Climb (pp.152–154)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.155)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.155)
Vocabulary activities (pp.155–156) 


	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Grammar: Revision – punctuation (p.150)
Writing skills: Editing and drafting (p.151)
Writing genre: Researching an explanation (p.151)

Week 2
Grammar: Revision – word classes (p.156)
Writing skills: Diagrams (p.157)
Writing genre: Writing an explanation (p.157)

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading assessment checklist
Teacher-designed tests and tasks 
Questioning: Use the prompts.
Conferencing 
Teacher observation
	Writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their explanation using smiley faces.
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their explanation to an assessment portfolio.

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starters and flyers modes in the digital poster
Below-, on- and above-level questions in the digital poster
	Challenge questions in combined reading and skills book 
Early finishers/Alternative questions worksheets
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book p.151 and p.157). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Integration

	SESE – Geography – Rocks and soil
The study of geological formations could be linked to any topic within rocks and soils as it will help to develop simple understanding of the structure of the Earth and enable children to learn about simple characteristics of rocks and where they are found. Children could take the texts as the starting point for an investigation of a local geological feature, investigating in the same way the timeline of its creation, the rock types, the weather that has impacted and the shape and size of the eventual formation.
Visual arts – Making constructions
Children could make models showing the different stages of simple geological formations, exploring and experimenting with the properties and characteristics of using harder and softer materials representing the different rocks. The effects of weather could be shown by applying water (for rain) to a soft material such as slime or clay, overlaid on a harder one.




	MARCH: WEEK 27 & 28
UNIT: 14
THEME: PEOPLE AND PLACES: THE SECOND WORLD WAR

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO8, LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	· Listen and respond to an oral text, video clip, poem and a series of flashcards about the Second World War.
Choose a person from the poster whose story they wish to tell. (LO2)
· Through talk and discussion, demonstrate understanding of the topic by responding appropriately to information presented in the poster text, a video, a poem and flashcards, particularly during partner and small group talking tasks. (LO6)
	· Use a varied range of word identification strategies, such as context clues, to understand the meaning of new words in a text. 
Recognise foreign language words and determine their meaning based on contextual clues, or through simple logic, e.g. ‘luft’ (air) + ‘waffe’ (weapon) = air force. 
Understand the meaning of certain prefixes, then use these to generate new words. (LO 5)
· Understand that the purpose of narrative is to entertain, but it can also inform. 
Know that historical ﬁction takes real historical events as a setting for a story.
Recognise the relationship between fact and ﬁction, e.g. that Bruno and Shmuel contains imagined characters in a real-life setting. (LO 7)
	· Choose a historical event to research, utilising one or more possible avenues of enquiry, including books, the internet and TV programmes. 
Select and evaluate appropriate tools, strategies and content to write an effective and historically accurate narrative text. (LO 2)
· Choose, research and write about a historical event to create their own historical narrative. 
Use empathy and imagination to create a plausible narrative with realistic characters, that engages with the three P’s (Person, Place, Problem). (LO 6)

	Oral language text type
	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Comprehension Strategy
	Grammar
	Writing skills
	Writing genre

	Oral storytelling
	‘In Flanders Fields’ by John McCrae
	Narrative
	Inferring
Predicting
Questioning
	14a: Revision – speech punctuation and
apostrophes
14b: Proofreading
	14a: Internal monologue
14b: Empathising with your characters
	14a: Historical research
14b: Writing historical fiction

	Oral Vocabulary
	Reading vocabulary
	
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: bomb, threat, air raid, shelters, gas mask, reunited, horror, hammock
Tier 2 examples: ration, coupon, ammunition, evacuated/evacuees, irrevocably, sombre, munitions, camaraderie, rubble
Tier 3 examples: blitz
	Text 14a: commandant, smuggled, coincidences, exploration, cautiously, rejection, knowledgeable, muster, embarrassed, sorrow
Text 14b: rations, throng, encountered, protocol, rendition, evacuated, bulletin, cavernous, tattered, devouring, spotted, detonation
	
	
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Readers’ theatre: The King’s speech
Lesson 2 
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Vocabulary quiz
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Pair talking task: Who am I?

Week 2 
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Pair talking task (Oral storytelling): This is my story
Lesson 4 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘In Flanders Fields’
Digital poster (Let’s Talk! mode): Iconic images

	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Text 14a: Bruno and Shmuel (pp.158–160)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.161)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.161)
Vocabulary activities (pp.161–162)

Week 2
Text 14b: The Trouble with Lightning (pp.164–166)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.167)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.167)
Vocabulary activities (pp.167–168) 


	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Grammar: Revision – speech punctuation and apostrophes (p.162)
Writing skills: Internal monologue (p.163)
Writing genre: Historical research (p.163)

Week 2
Grammar: Proofreading (p.168)
Writing skills: Empathising with your characters (p.169)
Writing genre: Writing historical fiction (p.169)

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading assessment checklist
Teacher-designed tests and tasks 
Questioning: Use the prompts.
Conferencing 
Teacher observation
	Writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their narrative using smiley faces.
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their narrative to an assessment portfolio.

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starters and flyers modes in the digital poster
Below-, on- and above-level questions in the digital poster
	Challenge questions in combined reading and skills book 
Early finishers/Alternative questions worksheets
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book p.163 and p.169). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Integration

	SESE – History – Life during World War 2
Focus on migration and emigration. What do children understand from reading the text in Unit 14a about the difficulties facing Jewish families before and during the war? Talk to children about kindertransport – the organised migration of over 10,000 Jewish children from Europe to the UK to save them from concentration camps like the one in the story. Children could do some further research on this, ideally finding first-person accounts that inform them about the thoughts and concerns of the children involved. Divide the children into pairs or groups and have them discuss this scenario: if they were a German Jewish child in the war, would they rather have risked staying in Germany with their family or chosen the kindertransport. Why?
Music/SESE – History – Life during World War 2
Find sound effects online from the Second World War (sirens warning of a bombing raid, the sound of bombs falling, singing in the air-raid shelters, etc.). Ask children to listen to the sounds with their eyes shut. How does it make them feel? How might they have felt and acted in Ruth’s situation?



	APRIL: WEEK 29 & 30
UNIT: 15
THEME: FAMILY AND COMMUNITY: PARKS AND RECREATION

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO8, LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	· Explore and develop vocabulary related to the topic of activities enjoyed by teenagers and older people.
Explore and use persuasive words and phrases, including interesting adjectives, questions, exaggerations, etc.
Use comparative language when comparing the two images in the poster, i.e. Think-Pair-Share. (LO5)
· Ask and respond to a range of open and closed questions relating to the poster text and to the stereotyping of both teenagers and older people. (LO7)
	· Use a varied range of word identification strategies, such as context clues, to understand the meaning of new words in a text. 
Recognise foreign language words and determine their meaning based on contextual clues, or through simple logic, e.g. ‘luft’ (air) + ‘waffe’ (weapon) = air force. 
Understand the meaning of certain prefixes, then use these to generate new words. (LO5)
· Critically reflect on the author’s purpose and intent when writing historical fiction. 
Discuss their own and others’ responses to the interweaving of fact and fiction. 
Explain and expand upon their opinions and be able to defend their preferences. (LO8)
	· Choose a historical event to research, utilising one or more possible avenues of enquiry, including books, the internet and TV programmes.
Select and evaluate appropriate tools, strategies and content to write an effective and historically accurate narrative text. (LO2)
· Plan, write, edit and redraft an accurate and empathetic historical narrative. 
Engage with others to give and receive feedback, using appropriate language to evaluate and discuss revisions and edits. (LO7)

	Oral language text type
	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Comprehension Strategy
	Grammar
	Writing skills
	Writing genre

	Argument and debate
	‘Growing Up’ by Gareth Owen
	Persuasive
	Synthesising
Inferring
	15a: Synonyms and antonyms
15b: Proofreading for grammar errors
	15a: Short, medium and long sentences
15b: Structure of a letter
	15a: Planning a persuasive letter
15b: Writing a persuasive letter

	Oral Vocabulary
	Reading vocabulary
	
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: public, convert, elderly, benefit, equipment, yoga, socialise, concentrate, boredom, activities, features
Tier 2 examples: proposal, residents, facilities, scientific, inclusive, retirement, advocating, essential, showcasing, inevitable, vital, minimises
	Text 15a: institutionalised, proximity, accessible, avid, therapy, commitment, percentage, possible, petition, infirm, debilitating, pacifist, vulnerable
Text 15b: nuisance, calories, cardiovascular, illicit, pedestrian, exertion, begonias, aerial, menacing
	
	
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode): Introduction
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Partner and small group work: Think-pair-share
Small group work (Argument and informal debate): Stereotypes
Lesson 2 
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap 
Digital poster (Question mode)
Pair talking task: Still image sculpting

Week 2 
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Let’s Talk! mode): Skatepark Image
Group talking task: Persuasive presentation
Lesson 4 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Growing Up’
Reflecting on poetry: What is it saying?
	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Text 15a: Why We Need a Park for Elderly People (pp.170–172)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.173)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.173)
Vocabulary activities (pp.173–174)

Week 2
Text 15b: Why We Need a Skate Park for Young People (pp.176–178)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.179)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.179)
Vocabulary activities (pp.179–180) 


	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Grammar: Synonyms and antonyms (p.174)
Writing skills: Short, medium and long sentences (p.175)
Writing genre: Planning a persuasive letter (p.175)

Week 2
Grammar: Proofreading for grammar errors (p.180)
Writing skills: Structure of a letter (p.181)
Writing genre: Writing a persuasive letter (p.181)

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading assessment checklist
Teacher-designed tests and tasks 
Questioning: Use the prompts.
Conferencing 
Teacher observation
	Writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their persuasive text using smiley faces.
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their persuasive text to an assessment portfolio.

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starters and flyers modes in the digital poster
Below-, on- and above-level questions in the digital poster
	Challenge questions in combined reading and skills book 
Early finishers/Alternative questions worksheets
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book p.175 and p.181). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Integration

	Arts – Drama – Roleplay
Organise children in pairs and have one child play Emma and the other play Eileen. Children must explain, in their roles, why their idea for the use of the waste ground is best. Pairs then swap roles. Children will likely find it easy to identify with Emma, so encourage them when playing the role of Eileen to really put themselves in the shoes of an older person.
SESE – History – Local studies – My locality through the ages
Encourage children to reflect on any redevelopment that has happened in the local area in their lifetimes. Have any parks or other local amenities been built or rebuilt/redeveloped? Are there fewer or more amenities and green spaces now than there used to be? Children could ask a parent, grandparent or older person in the community about what kinds of changes they have seen in the area and how these changes have affected the local community. Then children could give an oral report on their findings to the class.



	APRIL: WEEK 31 & 32
UNIT: 16
THEME: FAMILY AND COMMUNITY: BEGINNINGS AND ENDINGS

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered
	Learning Outcomes Covered

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO8, LO9

	Oral Language: Key Learning Experiences
	Reading: Key Learning Experiences
	Writing: Key Learning Experiences

	· Create an oral story about memories of experiences during primary school, elaborating on memories and using imaginative and figurative language. (LO9)
· Manipulate language by listening and responding to the aesthetic and creative aspects of language in the poem, ‘The Road Not Taken’. 
Use language creatively when describing their own choices to partners. (LO10)
	· Analyse and vary sentence structure, including simple, compound and complex sentences.
Demonstrate an understanding of various forms of punctuation, e.g. apostrophe of contraction, exclamation mark, question mark and speech marks. 
Recognise that dashes can be used to add additional information at the end of sentences. (LO3)
· Understand the purpose of a persuasive text (to convince the reader; sells the benefits of the features to you, rather than the feature itself). 
Identify and discuss the features of a persuasive text, focusing on direct address, inclusion of facts and opinions, and persuasive and rhetorical language.  
Recognise and understand the persuasive technique called ‘argument/counter-argument’. (LO7)

	· Critically choose and evaluate appropriate tools, strategies, content and topics to create their own persuasive text, addressed to the school principal. (LO2)
· Write legibly and fluently in a chosen script using a personal style. 
Present their text in a layout and format that is appropriate for a formal letter. (LO9)

	Oral language text type
	Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Comprehension Strategy
	Grammar
	Writing skills
	Writing genre

	Oral recount
	‘The Road Not Taken’ by Robert Frost
	Poetry
	Synthesising
Making connections
Inferring
	16a: Subject and predicate
16b: Dictionary skills
	16a: Mind mapping ideas
16b: Similes and metaphors
	16a: Mind mapping a poem
16b: Writing a rite of passage poem

	Oral Vocabulary
	Reading vocabulary
	
	
	

	Tier 1 examples: presentations, opportunities, embarrassed, smartphone
Tier 2 examples: regimented, groovy, live-wire, professional, campaigning, civil service, memorise

	Text 16a: uniform, inventing, railings, imagine, remember, sewn
Text 16b: chattering, sympathy, otherwise, aching, stumbling, breathe
	
	
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Group talking task: Role-play – 1983 and now
Lesson 2 
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Pair talking task: Early memories
Group talking task: Mini-debate: The best education?

Week 2 
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Group talking task (Oral recount): My time in primary school
Lesson 4 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘The Road Not Taken’
Pair talking task: Choices
	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Text 16a: ‘First Day At School’ (p.182)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.183)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.183)
Vocabulary activities (pp.183–184)

Week 2
Text 16b: ‘On Aging’ (p.186)
Comprehension questions: Fact finding (p.187)
Comprehension questions: Read between the lines (p.187)
Vocabulary activities (pp.187–188) 


	Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book 

Week 1
Grammar: Subject and predicate (p.184)
Writing skills: Mind mapping ideas (p.185)
Writing genre: Mind mapping a poem (p.185)

Week 2
Grammar: Dictionary skills (p.188)
Writing skills: Similes and metaphors (p.189)
Writing genre: Writing a rite of passage poem (p.189)

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Reading assessment checklist
Teacher-designed tests and tasks 
Questioning: Use the prompts.
Conferencing 
Teacher observation
	Writing assessment checklist
Self-assessment: Children self-assess their poem using smiley faces.
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their poem to an assessment portfolio.


	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starters and flyers modes in the digital poster
Below-, on- and above-level questions in the digital poster
	Challenge questions in combined reading and skills book 
Early finishers/Alternative questions worksheets
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Starlight 6th Class Combined Reading and Skills Book p.145 and p.189). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Integration

	SPHE – Growing and changing – As I grow I change
‘Rite of passage’ poems provide a great opportunity to explore change. The topics in the writing activity support children in identifying and discussing changes in growing from child to adult (changing interests, developing a wider circle of friends, increasing personal independence and responsibility, coping with school transfers, etc.). Ask children to list the things they look forward to about the move to secondary school, and things they are apprehensive about. Talk through some of the common fears and how we can face up to them.
Arts – Drama
Practise expressing emotion. Children could act out either or both poems in small groups, expressing the feelings the characters in the poems experience through their gestures, facial expressions and physicality.
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