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Starlight Senior Infants: Fortnightly Plans
	
	SEPTEMBER: WEEK 1 & 2
UNIT: 1
THEME: MYSELF 
SUBTHEME: PASTIMES

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9

	Oral Language Learning Experiences
	Reading Learning Experiences
	Writing Learning Experiences

	Listen and attend to discussion and activities in class. (LO1)

Express and understand complex sentence structures, e.g. so that; prefixes, e.g. indoor/outdoor; prepositions, e.g. between, above; and conjunctions, e.g. because.  (LO4)

	Use correct word order when reading, and adhere to punctuation.
Understand conventions of print, including left-right directionality. (LO3)

Recognise the sight words: you, with, the, here, is, like, to, she, over.
Read a range of words containing short and long vowel sounds, and longer sentences.
Use cues from pictures to read. (LO5)

	Copy print.
Write some sight words independently.
Write complete simple sentences. (LO4)

Use the topic of ‘My favourite sport’ to write a simple text with support from their teacher. (LO7)


	 Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	 ‘Dear Summer’ by Ken Nesbitt
	Report

	Core: Yellow
Foundation: Red
	Report

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: soccer, match, team, swimming, acting, drama, art, paint, ballet, Irish dancing, music, violin, piano, tennis racket, goggles, swimsuit
Tier 2 examples: popular, pastimes, imagination, instrument, costume, energy, flexible, alone, together, equipment, easel, protective clothing
	you, with, the, here, is, like, to, she, over
	Core: play, tennis, Saturday, racket, ball, hit, net, must, not, lines, Jen, black, hard, match, win
Foundation: play, tennis, racket, black, hit, ball, net, win
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	/s/, /a/, /t/, /i/


	Predicting, Inferring (C), Making Connections, Summarising (C), Justifying (F)
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Add it on! (Compound word game)  
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Playground rhyme and clap games
Pair talking task 1
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Pair talking task 2 
Digital poster (Activity mode): Pick a hobby
Hide and seek
Hide and seek how-to!
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Dear Summer’
Review and report 
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: What Do You Like to Do?

	Class Readers
Core Reader 1: Let’s Play Tennis (p. 1–14)
Foundation Reader 1: Let’s Play Tennis (p.1–14)

Senior Infant Skills Book
Sight word activities (p.1, 3)
Comprehension activities (p. 2)

Digital
Unit 1 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 1 Sight Word Activity


	Senior Infant Skills Book 
Report Writing (p.4)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘Myself’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 8). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 1, Core Reader 1: Let’s Play Tennis!
Running record – Unit 1, Foundation Reader 1: Let’s Play Tennis!
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Sorting and categorising: The children could sort through a pile of sports equipment, sorting and categorising it by the sport it would be used for.
Maths – Data: The children could gather data on the favourite sports of their classmates and use it to create a pictograph.
Gaeilge: The children could cover the topic Caitheamh aimsire. The children could learn vocabulary such as ag imirt peile, ag imirt leadóige, ag imirt cispheil and ag imirt iománaíochta. The children could play ‘Deir O’Grádaigh’ and ‘Cluiche Mím’ with the new vocabulary.
SESE – Geography: The children could discuss the sports we play in Ireland and learn about the sports people play in different countries (American football, ice hockey, etc.). 
SESE – Science: The children could learn about the importance of healthy eating in maintaining a healthy lifestyle and having the energy to play sports.
Art: The children could work in groups with oil pastels and extra-large sheets of paper to create pictures of them all playing their favourite sports in the school yard, sports field or gym.
PE: The children could practise tennis skills (e.g. balancing the ball and underhand passes), using beanbags and rackets.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: The children could set up a healthy-eating café, where they make smoothies, fruit salads, etc.
Puppets: The children can use puppets to act out and reinforce the concepts of healthy eating, and fair play in sports.
Small world: The children could play sports games with small figures or dolls and a  ping-pong ball. One child could act as a referee. 
Construction: The children could create a local sports stadium from junk-art.
Creative play: The children could use playdough to make something from their favourite sport (e.g. a racket, boot or ball). Other pupils could then guess the sport.
Sand area: The children could play in the sand with balls of different sizes.
	Songs: ‘The Sports Ball Song’ by Pancake Manor.
‘The Sports Song’ by English SingSing (YouTube).
Books: Read, or watch a read-aloud version, of Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne and use the fruits mentioned to make a fruit salad (YouTube).





	SEPTEMBER: WEEK 3 & 4 
UNIT: 2
THEME: MYSELF
SUBTHEME: THE BIRTHDAY PARTY

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9

	Oral Language Learning Experiences
	Reading Learning Experiences
	Writing Learning Experiences

	Listen and respond to an oral recount. (LO2)

Understand and use synonyms, e.g. eat/scoff.
Understand and use compound words, e.g. birthday.
Use a wide range of nouns and verbs to explore the poster. (LO5)

	Understand that a recount tells about something that has happened.
Use language imaginatively in response to a recount. (LO7)

Make predictions and inferences about a recount.
Make connections with a recount.
Summarise the events in a recount. (LO9)
	Enjoy copying print, tracing and writing words and completing sentences. (LO1)

Use new vocabulary about birthdays in their writing. (LO5)

	 Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	 Tastes’ by John Foster
	Recount 
	Core: Yellow
Foundation: Red
	Recount

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: birthday, party, games, balloons, birthday cake, present, gift, card, drink, sausages, nuggets, buns, cupcakes
Tier 2 examples: excited, delicious, arrived, pirate, blindfold, accident, icing, costume, sword, guests, bunting, banner, envelope, partyware, occasions, scoffing
	was, I, my, to, there, that, said, like, he, we, the, of, were
	Core: party, bath, pink, shop, pick, gift, car, truck, balloons, pirate, set, patch, got, house, yelled, thanks, birthday, next
Foundation: party, bath, pink, shop, pick, gift, car, truck, not, balloons, thanks, next
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	/e/, /n/, /k/, /n/


	Predicting (C), Inferring, Summarising, Making Connections
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
‘I spy’
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Storytime: Happy Birthday Moon
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion Digital poster (Activity mode): Spot the difference Telephone talk
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Tastes’
Party games
Collaborative group talking task: Design and draw
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: Anyone for Cake?

	Class Readers
Core Reader 1: Mark’s Party (p. 15–28)
Foundation Reader 1: Mark’s Party (p.15–28)

Senior Infant Skills Book
Sight word activities (p.5, 7)
Comprehension activities (p. 6)

Digital
Unit 2 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 2 Sight Word Activity


	Senior Infant Skills Book 
Recount Writing (p.8)


	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘Myself’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 8). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 2, Core Reader 1: Marks’ Party
Running record – Unit 2, Foundation Reader 1: Marks’ Party
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Money: The children could play shops and set up a toy shop. They could label some classroom toys with prices and have exchanges with their classmates, using play money.
Maths – Weight: The children could estimate the weight of different classroom toys and organise them from heaviest to lightest.
Gaeilge: Under the topic Ocáidí speisíalta, the children could study the subtheme Mo bhreithlá. They could learn to say the sentences ‘Is mise ___’ and ‘Tá mé ____ bliana d’aois’. They could sing ‘Lá Bhreithe Shona Duit’.
SESE – History: The children could make timelines of their lives, from the time they were babies.
SESE – Science: The children could learn about materials and change by making a birthday cake/icing for a birthday cake from.
Art: The children could learn how to make pop-up cards for their friends for their birthdays.
PE: The children could play traditional party games such as ‘Blind Man’s Buff’ and ‘Musical Statues’.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: The children could throw a birthday party for one of the stuffed animals in the classroom, using snacks, games, decorations and a cake.
Puppets: The children could use puppets to retell stories or act out scenarios such as a child not getting invited to a birthday party, a child giving out invitations to a birthday party, etc.
Construction: The children could make birthday-present parcels out of junk-art, using colourful materials for wrapping paper, bows, etc.
Creative play: The children could make birthday cakes out of playdough, and create bunting or paper chains as party decorations.
	Song: ‘Lá Breithe Shona Duit’.
Game: ‘Pass the Parcel’, ‘Pin the Tail on the Donkey’.
Rhymes: ‘Grandma Baked a Cake for Me’.




	OCTOBER: WEEK 5 & 6 
UNIT: 3
THEME: THE WORLD AROUND US
SUBTHEME: ANIMALS THAT HIBERNATE

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9

	Oral Language Learning Experiences
	Reading Learning Experiences
	Writing Learning Experiences

	Express and understand complex sentence structures including prepositions, e.g. underneath; and conjunctions, e.g. because.
Understand morphological growth, e.g. adding ‘-or’ onto the ends of words. (LO4)

Use a wide range of nouns and verbs to explore the poster scene including synonyms, e.g. snug, cosy, toasty, comfy; similes, e.g. as snug as a bug in a rug; rhyming words, e.g. more/snore. (LO5)
	Summarise and retell the main points of information in a report in sequence. (LO8)

Ask and answer questions about the information within a report.
Demonstrate prior knowledge of topics explored in a report.
Make predictions and inferences about a report.
Make connections with a report.
Clarify events and information in the report. (LO9)
	Enjoy copying print, tracing and writing words and completing sentences. (LO1)

Copy print.
Write sight words independently.
Write complete simple sentences. (LO4)

	 Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	 ‘Furry Bear’ by A. A Milne
	Report

	Core: Yellow
Foundation: Red
	Report

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: autumn, winter, spring, summer, squirrel, hedgehog, mouse, nest, frog, bear, bat, bird, swallow, nuts, leaves, cave
Tier 2 examples: hazelnut, upside-down, shoots, maple leaf, hibernate, migrate, underneath
	is, look, the, some, are, here, has, of, like, to, what, this, he, his, go, they, see, you
	Core: autumn, leaves, yellow, orange, pretty, colours, animal, squirrel, nuts, seed, sleep, soon, log, dormouse, warm, nest, bats, huddle, keep, winter, don’t, wake, cosy, cave
Foundation: autumn, leaves, yellow, colours, squirrel, nuts, seeds, sleep, soon, dormouse, nest, bats, winter, animal, asleep, hang, warm
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	/h/, /m/, /r/, /d/

	Predicting, Summarising, Clarifying, Making Connections, Inferring (F)
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and
discussion
Sing and say
Poem: ‘Bed-Time’
When, where, why?
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Storytime: Bear Snores On
Pair talking task: What’s my name?
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode):
Multiple-choice questions
Let’s introduce ourselves!
Same and different
Freeze chant
‘Hibernation’ song
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Furry Bear’;
Hibernating bear finger play
Report: Hibernation or migration?
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: Winter Sleep

	Class Readers
Core Reader 1: Don’t Wake the Animals! (p. 29–42)
Foundation Reader 1: Don’t Wake the Animals! (p.29–42)

Senior Infant Skills Book
Sight word activities (p.9, 11)
Comprehension activities (p. 10)

Digital
Unit 3 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 3 Sight Word Activity


	Senior Infant Skills Book 
Report writing (p.12)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘The world around us’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 12). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 3, Core Reader 1: Don’t’ Wake the Animals!
Running record – Unit 3, Foundation Reader 1: Don’t’ Wake the Animals!

	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Time: The children could learn about and sequence the four seasons.
Maths – Sorting and categorising: The children could sort and categorise clothes that they might wear during each season.
Maths – Data: The children could collect data about the favourite season of their classmates and use it to create a bar chart.
Gaeilge: The children could learn about An fomhair. They could learn words for autumnal clothing, e.g. geansaí, hata, láimhíní and butaisí. 
SESE – Geography: The children could create a hedgehog hibernation refuge (hibernaculum) in the yard to show their care for the world around them.
SESE – Science: The children could learn all about why animals hibernate.
Art: The children could create fabric and fibre pictures of hedgehogs, using fallen leaves for the spikes. The children could also create watercolour pictures, using autumn colours.
PE: The children could go on a nature walk in search for signs of autumn (conkers, red and brown leaves, etc.).

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: The children could create a veterinary surgery, using doctor’s equipment. They could do check-ups on animal puppets, and have the animal puppets discuss how they will prepare for hibernation.
Small world: The children could use small figures to play vets and to show caring for animals.
Construction: The children could create a hibernaculum and a ‘bug hotel’ to facilitate hibernation in the school yard. They could construct ‘Do not disturb’ signs to put up next to the hibernaculum.
Creative play: The children could sculpt their favourite wild animals from playdough.
Sand area: The children could dig rabbit and fox dens in the sand and discuss the kinds of animals that hibernate underground.
	Rhyme: ‘Five Little Pumpkins Sitting on a Gate’ (YouTube).
Song: ‘Autumn Leaves are Falling Down’.
Books: Owl Babies by Martin Waddell and The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn (read-aloud versions on YouTube).




	OCTOBER: WEEK 7 & 8 
UNIT: 4
THEME: THE WORLD AROUND US
SUBTHEME: KATE’S GARDEN

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9

	Oral Language Learning Experiences
	Reading Learning Experiences
	Writing Learning Experiences

	Use a wide range of vocabulary and language to explore the poster scene, including plurals making a ‘z’ sound; idioms, e.g. catch my eye; and synonyms, e.g. looking/staring/peering. (LO5)

Use categorical terms and sort things into those categories, e.g. wild/domestic animals. (LO8)

	Recognise the sight words: you, look, some, one, was, her, said, the, my, she, for, with, of, to.
Read a range of words containing short and long vowel sounds, and longer sentences.
Use cues from pictures to read. (LO5)

Read a narrative supported by illustrations, with improving pace, phrasing and fluency. (LO10)
	Copy print.
Write sight words independently.
Write complete simple sentences. (LO4)

Draw and write about a garden, using different senses. (LO6)


	 Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	 ‘A Garden’ by Leila Berg
	Narrative

	Core: Yellow
Foundation: Red
	Narrative

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: leaves, grass, shed, flowers, trees, apple, blackberry, turnip, carrots, pumpkin, broccoli, spade, peas
Tier 2 examples: greenhouse, wheelbarrow, rake, hose, wellies, watering can, hose, plant food, soil, cabbage, butterfly, domestic animals, peer, vibrant
	you, look, some, one, was, her, said, the, my, she, for, with, of, to
	Core: garden, can, water, gave, plants, but, odd, bit, leaf, missing, did, nibble, bird, hopped, off, slug, slid, plan, hid, nibbled, carrot, net, just, rabbit, bush
Foundation: garden, water, plant, but, odd, bit, missing, did, nip, bird, hopped, off, slug, slid, plan, carrot, hid, rabbit, nipped, net, bunny
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	/g/, /u/, /o/, /l/


	Predicting, Clarifying, Making Connections
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Finger rhyme: ‘Five Little Pumpkins’; What am I?
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Turn and tell: Explain how a pumpkin grows; Can you find me?
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Storytime: The Tale of Peter Rabbit
Action rhyme: ‘I’m a Little Sunflower’
Digital poster (Activity mode): Spot the difference
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘A Garden’
Catch my eye!
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: Kate’s Garden

	Class Readers
Core Reader 1: In the Garden (p. 43–56)
Foundation Reader 1: In the Garden (p.43–56)

Senior Infant Skills Book
Sight word activities (p.13, 15)
Comprehension activities (p. 14)

Digital
Unit 4 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 4 Sight Word Activity



	Senior Infant Skills Book 
Narrative Writing (p. 16)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘The world around us’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 16). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 4, Core Reader 1: In the Garden
Running record – Unit 4, Foundation Reader 1: In the Garden
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Time: The children could sequence the life cycle of a plant.
Maths – Counting: The children could estimate and count sets of nature items, e.g. seeds, bulbs, buds, blooms and leaves.
SESE – Geography: The children could visit a local garden centre and observe the tasks and responsibilities of the people who work there.
SESE – Science: The children could plant their own sunflower seeds indoors or daffodil bulbs outdoors. They could also germinate vegetable seeds in jars on the windowsill, and/or put white flowers (such as daisies or white roses) in vases of coloured water to observe how flowers drink water.
Art: The children could make flower fairies. The fairies’ dresses are cut-outs of flowers on the pages of a gardening magazine, and the children draw the bodies of the fairies.
PE: The children could do a nature walk in the local park, observing flowers and the other signs of spring.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: The children could use plastic pots, seed baskets, plastic trowels and spades and a cash register to recreate a garden centre.
Small world: The children could create a park – including flower beds, grassy areas,       a pond and a playground – in the small world area for the small figures to play in.
Construction: The children could use recycled materials (e.g. cereal boxes, colourful paper scraps and cardboard tubes) to construct plants in pots, which they sell in the garden centre.
Creative play: The children could create signs for the garden centre, showing the pictures and corresponding names of different flowers.
	Game: Paper flower craft games.
Songs: ‘Five Little Flowers’ by The Kiboomers (YouTube).
Books: The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle (read-aloud version on YouTube) and Scarlette Beane by Karen Wallace.





	NOVEMBER: WEEK 9 & 10 
UNIT: 5
THEME: WORK
SUBTHEME: TAKING CARE OF OURSELVES

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9

	Oral Language Learning Experiences
	Reading Learning Experiences
	Writing Learning Experiences

	Ask and answer questions about how we take care of ourselves. (LO7)

Use topic-specific language to present information. (LO11)

	Acquire new vocabulary from a procedure (see new words lists). (LO6)

Make predictions and inferences about a procedure.
Make connections with a procedure.
Determine the importance of the different steps in a procedure and justify their choices.
Clarify the information in a procedure. (LO9)
	Enjoy copying print, tracing and writing words and completing sentences. (LO1)

Use the topic of ‘Bath time’ to write a simple procedure with the support of their teacher. (LO7)


	 Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	 ‘Bathtime’ by Lucy Coats
	Procedure

	Core: Blue
Foundation: Red
	Procedure

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: bath, shampoo, razor, relaxed, neat, clean, haircut, scissors, hairdryer, comb, towel
Tier 2 examples: hairstyle, puzzled, trim, gown, equipment, accessories, pampered, grooming, smock, salon, stylish, strand, products
	be, all, out, so
	Core: then, bubble, toy, fishing rod, muddy, first, run, cold, tap, add, water, step, many, them, pop, zap, shoot, splish, pull, plug, careful, dry, skin
Foundation: you’re, need, bubble, toys, fishing rod, step, run, add, hot, cold, water, many, pop, zap, Jack, pull, plug, dry
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	/j/, /z/, /f/, /b/


	Predicting, Clarifying, Determining Importance, Justifying, Making Connections
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
My hair, your hair
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Storytime: Crazy Hair Day
Not a hair out of place!
Pair talking task: Knee to knee, eye to eye
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode) : Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity
Circle time game: Sheep and shepherd
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Bathtime’
Design and draw: Horrible hairstyle
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: How to Groom a Dog

	Class Readers
Core Reader 2: How to Have a Bath (p. 1–14)
Foundation Reader 2: How to Have a Bath (p. 1–14)

Senior Infant Skills Book
Sight word activities (p.17, 19)
Comprehension activities (p. 18)

Digital
Unit 5 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 5 Sight Word Activity



	Senior Infant Skills Book 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX (p.X)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘Work’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 20). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 5, Core Reader 2: How to Have a Bath
Running record – Unit 5, Foundation Reader 2: How to Have a Bath
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Shape: The children can figure out which shapes tessellate and which do not. They can use this knowledge to create tile-like patterns and mosaics.
SESE – Geography: The children could learn about a developing country where people do not have access to running water. They could discuss the similarities and differences between the lives of people in developing countries and developed countries.
SESE – Science: The children could learn about the importance of water in our lives. They could discuss their morning routine and clap every time they used water: going to the bathroom, making tea, washing their cereal bowl, etc. The children could also learn about the water cycle.
Art: The children could try bubble painting. Squeeze poster paint into a bowl or mug with a small amount of water in it. Add a squirt of washing-up liquid and stir together. Each child uses a straw to blow lots of bubbles in the bowl/mug. They then gently place a sheet of paper on top of the bubbles and lift it off, revealing the bubble impressions.
PE: The children could take a trip to the local swimming pool to tie in with the Aquatics strand. Alternatively, the children could run a relay race, with each team using a different bath toy as their baton.
SPHE: The children could learn about the importance of washing their hands, and how to wash them properly.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Puppets: The children could use the puppets to reinforce the idea of personal hygiene, making the puppets wash their hands and hair, take baths, brush their teeth, etc.
Small world: The children could use doll’s house furniture (baths, beds, etc.) to bathe small figures/dolls, before putting them to bed.
Construction: The children could use recycled materials to attempt to create a vessel that will float.
Creative play: The children could experiment with watercolours to make paintings.
Water area: The children could play with water and dish soap to see if they can create bubbles (see also bubble painting in Cross-curricular links, above.
	Songs: ‘Have you Ever Been a-Fishin’?’ and ‘If You’re Healthy and You Know It’.
Game: The children could use bubble mixture and rings of various sizes to make big and small bubbles in the yard.
Video: ‘Ernie and his Rubber Duckie’ from Sesame Street (YouTube).





	NOVEMBER: WEEK 11 & 12 
UNIT: 6
THEME: WORK
SUBTHEME: THE POST OFFICE

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9

	Oral Language Learning Experiences
	Reading Learning Experiences
	Writing Learning Experiences

	Listen and respond to an oral recount. (LO2)

Use language playfully, developing metalinguistic awareness, e.g. Can you trick me? (LO10)

	Use correct word order when reading, and adhere to punctuation.
Understand conventions of print, including speech marks, exclamation marks and full stops. (LO3)

Summarise the main events of a recount and retell them with some sequencing. (LO8)
	Copy print.
Write sight words independently.
Write complete simple sentences. (LO4)

Draw and write about their own lives in their letters, cards and postcards. (LO6)

	 Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	 ‘The Postman’ by Clive Sansom
	Recount

	Core: Blue
Foundation: Red
	Recount

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: gift, letter, address, post office, postman, postwoman, map, sack, sign, counter, stamp, post
Tier 2 examples: parcel, envelope, letterbox, customer, strewn, uniform, peaked cap, through, before
	as, no, saw, little
	Core: last, week, post office, send, card, window, stamps, outside, barked, postman, sniffed, man, letter, letterbox, girl, snack, yummy, came, back, home, yesterday, hello, fast
Foundation: last, week, post, office, send, card, stamps, saw, man, letter, letterbox, snack, yummy, postman, today, hello, fast
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	/y/, /w/, /v/, /x/


	Predicting, Inferring, Summarising, Clarifying
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and
discussion
Queue up!
Can you find?
Lesson 2
Digital poster: Recap
Digital poster: (Question mode)
Circle time game: A tisket, a tasket
Role-play: At the post office
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and
discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity
Storytime: Dear Mr Blueberry
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘The Postman’
Can I trick you? Silly sentences!
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: My New Cousin

	Class Readers
Core Reader 2: A Trip to the Post Office (p. 15–28)
Foundation Reader 2: A Trip to the Post Office (p.15–28)

Senior Infant Skills Book
Sight word activities (p.21, 24)
Comprehension activities (p. 23)

Digital
Unit 6 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 6 Sight Word Activity



	Senior Infant Skills Book 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX (p.X)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘Work’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 24). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 6, Core Reader 2: A Trip to the Post Office
Running record – Unit 6, Foundation Reader 2: A Trip to the Post Office
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Money: A post office could be set up in the classroom, where the children could buy and sell stamps and envelopes.
Maths – Sequencing: The children could sequence the journey of a letter/parcel from writer to recipient.
Maths – Weight: The children could organise parcels of different weights, from the heaviest to the lightest.
Gaeilge: The children could write cartaí poist as Gaeilge to post in the Oifig an Phoist.
SESE – Geography: The children could look at stamps from different countries. They could also learn about the currencies in those countries.
SESE – History: The children could compare communication methods of the past with the ones we use today (telegram, email, etc).
Art: The children could design their own stamps.
PE: The children could play the circle game ‘A Tisket, A Tasket’ or ‘I Sent a Letter To My Love’.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: A post office could be set up in the classroom for the children to play in, with post boxes, counters, cash registers, envelopes, stamps, etc.
Free writing: The children could free-write letters and postcards.
Small world: The children could create a little town and discuss all the businesses a town needs, e.g. a post office, hair salon, doctor.
Construction: The children could use recycled materials to build a junk-art postbox. They could post into the postbox the letters and cards they created.
Creative play: The children could design birthday cards and stamps and post them into their junk-art letter box (see ‘Construction’ above).
Sand area: The children could fill empty boxes with varying amounts of sand and weigh them, as parcels are weighted at the post office.
	Arts and crafts: The children could make pop-up cards or design birthday cards, using glitter, sequins and fabrics.
Video: Postman Pat (many full episodes on YouTube).
Book: The Jolly Postman by Janet and Allan Ahlberg (read-aloud version on YouTube).





	DECEMBER: WEEK 13 & 14 
UNIT: 7
THEME: CHRISTMAS
SUBTHEME: THE SHOPPING CENTRE

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9

	Oral Language Learning Experiences
	Reading Learning Experiences
	Writing Learning Experiences

	Initiate and take turns in conversation with teacher and peers.
Work in pairs to solve problems.
Use vocal expression. (LO3)

Use complete sentences, plurals, prepositions, e.g. on top of, between, in front of; and some basic connectives, e.g. but, because. (LO4)
	Recognise the sight words: down, when, could, me.
Read a range of words containing short and long vowel sounds, and longer sentences.
Use cues from pictures to read. (LO5)

Make predictions and inferences about a narrative.
Make connections with a narrative.
Clarify events in the narrative. (LO9)
	Copy print.
Write some sight words independently.
Write complete simple sentences. (LO4)

Write most upper- and lower-case letters confidently. (LO9)


	 Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	 ‘A Shy Santa’
	Narrative

	Core: Blue
Foundation: Red
	Narrative

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: Christmas tree, snowman, presents,
reindeer, wrapping paper, decorations, etc.
Tier 2 examples: sleigh, grotto, candy cane, tunic, buckle, trimmed
	down, when, could, me
	Core: visit, toyshop, into, full, fluffy, help, pulled, leg, all, oh, raining, shelf, reach, short, other, fell, very
Foundation: toyshop, fluffy, help, got, pulled, all, fell, oops, can’t, leg
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	/qu/, /ff/, /ll/


	Inferring, Making Connections, Clarifying, Predicting (F)
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and
Discussion
Pair talking task: Naughty Ned’s Dilemma
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Dress the snowman
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and
Discussion
Ask about the reindeer
Digital poster (Activity mode): Spot the difference
Storytime: The Great Reindeer Rebellion
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘A Shy Santa’
Chop and change
Odd one out
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: Ice Cream Saves the Day!

	Class Readers
Core Reader 2: A Trip to the Toyshop (p. 29–42)
Foundation Reader 2: A Trip to the Toyshop (p.29–42)

Senior Infant Skills Book
Sight word activities (p.25, 27)
Comprehension activities (p. 26)

Digital
Unit 7 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 7 Sight Word Activity



	Senior Infant Skills Book 
Narrative Writing (p.28)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘Christmas’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 28). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 7, Core Reader 2: A Trip to the Toyshop
Running record – Unit 7, Foundation Reader 2: A Trip to the Toyshop
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Shape: The children could identify all the 3-D shapes they can find in a set     of building blocks (cube, cone, pyramid, cylinder, etc.). 
Maths – Measures: The children could organise classroom toys from biggest to smallest, and from heaviest to lightest.
Gaeilge: The children could learn the vocabulary for various toys, e.g. bábóg, teidí, carr, liathróid and use this new vocabulary to play ‘Biongo’ and ‘Cad Atá in Easnamh?’.
SESE – History: The children could compare the toys they have now with the toys children had in the past.
Art: The children could make their favourite toy from clay.
PE: The children could play with toys of the past (hoop and stick, nine-pin bowling, etc.).

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: The children could set up Teddy Bear’s Hospital to fix sick or broken toys. They could play as nurses and doctors, or the owners of sick toys.
Free writing: The children could free-write their letters to Santa.
Small world: The children could add a toy shop to their Small World town.
Construction: The children could create toys from recycled materials.
Sand/Water area: The children could play with their toys in the sand/water area, to see how they interact.
	Songs: ‘How Much is that Doggy in the Window?’ and ‘Miss Polly Had a Dolly’.
Video: An episode of Doc McStuffins.




	JANUARY: WEEK 15 & 16 
UNIT: 8
THEME: SHOPPING
SUBTHEME: THE CLOTHES SHOP

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9

	Oral Language Learning Experiences
	Reading Learning Experiences
	Writing Learning Experiences

	Understand and use categorical terms, e.g. medicine, materials, design, fashion. (LO8)

Use language to narrate a story to others. (LO9)

	Use correct word order when reading, and adhere to punctuation
Understand conventions of print, including sentences and the use of labels in a non-fiction text. (LO3)

Recognise the sight words: find, again, been, very.
Read CVC words and short simple sentences.
Use cues from pictures to read. (LO5)

	Write with correct word order and sentence structure most of the time. (LO3)

Use the topic of ‘Clothes’ to write a simple text in collaboration with their teacher. (LO7)


	 Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	 ‘Magic Shoes’ by Brian Moses
	Report

	Core: Blue
Foundation: Red
	Report

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: shopping, shoe shop, bookshop, toyshop, medicine, cough syrup, shopping bag, shelf, pop-up book, runners, toy, jigsaw puzzle, checkout, till, shopping basket, money, cash
Tier 2 examples: display, aisle, shelves, pharmacy, cash register, sale sign, euros, cheap, expensive, pharmacist, shop assistant, cabinet
	find, again, been, very
	Core: clothes, sale, means, cost, less, dresses, cheap, fuzzy, jumper, feels, dressing room, try, mirror, if, fit(s), assistant, well, till, pay, don’t, forget, shopping, come
Foundation: clothes, sale, cost, less, dresses, much, soft, fuzzy, jumper, dressing, room, shirt, fit, assistant, till, pay, come
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	/ss/, /zz/


	Predicting, Clarifying (C), Summarising, 
Questioning (F), Making Connections (F)
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Shop announcement
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Finish the sentence
Let’s go shopping!
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Let’s talk shop
May I interest you?
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Discuss and sort activity
Storytime: Caps for Sale
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Magic Shoes’
Would you rather?
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: Let’s Go Shopping!

	Class Readers
Core Reader 2: Winter Sale! (p. 43–56)
Foundation Reader 2: Winter Sale! (p.43–56)

Senior Infant Skills Book
Sight word activities (p.29, 31)
Comprehension activities (p. 30)

Digital
Unit 8 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 8 Sight Word Activity


	Senior Infant Skills Book 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX (p.X)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘Shopping’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 28). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 8, Core Reader 2: Winter Sale!
Running record – Unit 8, Foundation Reader 2: Winter Sale!
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Matching: Create paper sock ‘pairs’: one sock featuring a simple addition, and the other sock showing the correct answer. The children then pair the socks so the answer matches the addition question.
Maths – Sorting and Categorising: The children could categorise clothes according to what season they belong in.
Gaeilge: The children could study the theme Éadaí and learn the song ‘Cuir Ort do Chóta’ to cement this vocabulary in their minds.
SESE – Geography: Teach the children about different kinds of traditional dress worn around the world (e.g. kilts in Scotland and saris in India).
SESE – Science: The children could talk about the materials that their clothes are made from and where they come from (e.g. cotton, wool, acrylic and leather).
The children could also figure out what the best material is for a rain jacket, summer dress, winter coat, etc., by testing different materials to see if they are waterproof, warm, lightweight and so on.
Art: The children could use fabric and fibre to design their ideal school uniform.
Drama: The children could act out different scenarios that may happen when they go to a clothes shop (e.g. getting lost, asking for a different size, making a purchase and trying on clothes).
PE: The children could play ‘Washing-line Relay’: they work in teams to be the first to hang up a basket of washing.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: The children could act out being fashion designers, working in a clothes shop, or being customers in a clothes shop.
Puppets: The puppets could be used to practise giving and receiving compliments.
Small world: The children could set up a town with many types of shops that their figures can shop in.
Construction: The children could use recycled materials to construct washing machines, tumble dryers and irons.
Creative play: The children could design clothes for fairy tale characters, e.g. a dress for Cinderella, a suit for Prince Charming or a cloak for the Wicked Witch.
Water area: The children could play with water and washing-up liquid to make bubbles. They could see what happens to different fabrics when they become wet.
	Songs: ‘Cuir Ort do Chóta’ and ‘Put On Your Shoes’ by Super Simple Songs (YouTube).
Stories: The Emperor’s New Clothes and The Elves and the Shoemaker (animated versions on YouTube).
Books: Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse by Kevin Henkes (read-aloud version on YouTube).





	JANUARY: WEEK 17 & 18 
UNIT: 9
THEME: SCHOOL
SUBTHEME: THE SCHOOL BUILDING

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO2, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9

	Oral Language Learning Experiences
	Reading Learning Experiences
	Writing Learning Experiences

	Listen, attend and participate in discussion, asking and answering questions as appropriate. (LO1)

Demonstrate understanding by expressing opinion, e.g. I think/I agree/I disagree. (LO6)

	Ask and answer ‘wh’ questions about the report.
Summarising the main points of information in the report.
Make predictions about a report.
Make connections with a report. (LO9)

Read a simple report supported by illustrations with improving pace, phrasing and fluency. (LO10)
	Copy print.
Write some sight words independently.
Write complete simple sentences. (LO4)

Use new vocabulary about the classroom in their writing. (LO5)


	 Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	 ‘The Creature in the Classroom’ by Jack Prelutsky
	Report

	Core: Blue
Foundation: Yellow
	Report

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: building, teacher, children, classroom, desk, school yard, outside, hall, sports, drama, basketball, computer
Tier 2 examples: whiteboard, uniform, climbing frame, library, shelves, basketball hoop, keyboard, mouse, display, creature, loyal, spine, paperback
	about, their, come, each
	Core: report, classroom, morning, hooks, inside, door, coats, desks, chairs, share, teacher, class, laptop, posters, wall, map, nature, table, side, yard, clock, tells, us, things
Foundation: report, classroom, hook, wall, coat, desks, chairs, teacher, laptop, posters, map, table, window, clock, your
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	/ng/, /ch/, /sh/, /th/


	Predicting, Summarising, Making Connections, Synthesising
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
My favourite game: Oral report
Let’s play a game: Mother/Father, may I?
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
True or false?
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity
Question circle
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘The Creature in the Classroom’
Convince the creature
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: What Kinds of Schools are There?

	Class Readers
Core Reader 3: My Classroom (p. 1–14)
Foundation Reader 3: My Classroom (p.1–14)

Senior Infant Skills Book
Sight word activities (p.33, 35)
Comprehension activities (p. 34)

Digital
Unit 9 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 9 Sight Word Activity



	Senior Infant Skills Book 
Report writing (p.36)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘School’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 36). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 9, Core Reader 3: My Classroom
Running record – Unit 9, Foundation Reader 3: My Classroom
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Shape: The children could undertake a shape hunt through the school building and schoolyard, e.g. ‘How many rectangles can you find in the classroom?’, ‘How many squares in the hall?’, ‘How many circles in the yard?’
Maths – Number: The children could play ‘Number I Spy’ in the classroom, e.g. ‘I spy four of something beginning with W’ (windows), ‘I spy five of something beginning with T’ (tables), and so on.
Gaeilge: Under the topic Mo rang, the children could label pieces of classroom furniture with their names as Gaeilge, as well as learning the names of the different rooms in the school, e.g. Oifig and Leithreas.
SESE – Geography: The children could create a large map of their whole school with a legend showing the names and teachers of different classes, the location of the gym, yard, office, stairs, etc.
SESE – History: The children could examine photographs of the school from the past and compare it with how it looks now. They could also examine old school roll-books.
Art: The children could use oil pastels/paint to create a mural that includes every student in the class. The mural can be made on large sheets of card or paper, and displayed on the wall.
SPHE: The children could work together to devise a set of fair classroom rules. These could be displayed on the wall or board.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: The children could act out different school scenarios. They could take on roles such as the teacher, principal, caretaker, etc.
Puppets: Puppets could be used to act out class scenarios (e.g. a teacher giving homework or teaching the class a nursery rhyme or song).
Small world: The children could use figures and small blocks to create a school playground.
Construction: The children could construct their school building from Lego/Duplo.
Creative play: The children could create classroom dioramas from shoeboxes.
	Book: Llama Llama Misses Mama by Anna Dewdney (read-aloud version on YouTube).
Song: ‘This Is The Way We Go To School’ (YouTube).
Video: Peppa Pig, S2 E2, ‘Emily Elephant’ (YouTube).





	FEBRUARY: WEEK 19 & 20 
UNIT: 10
THEME: SCHOOL 
SUBTHEME: THE SCHOOL PLAY 

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9

	Oral Language Learning Experiences
	Reading Learning Experiences
	Writing Learning Experiences

	Develop intonation to convey mood. 
Use eye contact, demonstrate awareness of listener’s needs and alter language style in the formal context of performing. (LO3)

Express ideas using embedded clause structures (someone who/something which), express preference and use descriptive words. (LO4)
	Respond verbally to a simple recount and retell the main events with some sequencing. (LO8)

Read a simple recount supported by illustrations, building fluency. (LO10)

	Enjoy copying print, tracing and writing words, and completing sentences. (LO1)

Use the topic of ‘The school play’ to write a simple text with the support of their teacher and accompanying illustrations. (LO7)

	 Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	 ‘Giant Thunderclogs’ by Jean Kenward:
	Recount

	Core: Blue
Foundation: Yellow
	Recount

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: hall, clap, show, stage, curtains, microphone
Tier 2 examples: concert, backstage, excited, beam, performance, script, character, prompt
	by, now, day, do
	Core: beanstalk, tricky, part, Daisy, cow, front, end, hope, fall, began, mum, Kim, food, take, market, sad, sell, walk, giggled, stopped, bumped, him, everyone, giggling, loads, cheer
Foundation: part, Daisy, cow, front, back, fall, just, Kim, mum, Ssh!, started, food, must, sell, looked, sad, began, walk, giggled, stopped, bumped, into, giggling, end, loads, cheers
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	/ai/, /oa/


	Predicting, Inferring, Making Connections
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Complete the crossword
Lesson 2
Digital poster: Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Design and draw; Who said it? 
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice
questions
Let’s Say It! – Rhyme and Mime
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Giant Thunderclogs’
Have your Say!
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: The School Play

	Class Readers
Core Reader 1: Cow Takes a Bow! (p. 15–28)
Foundation Reader 1: Cow Takes a Bow! (p.15–28)

Senior Infant Skills Book
Sight word activities (p.37, 39)
Comprehension activities (p. 38)

Digital
Unit 10 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 10 Sight Word Activity



	Senior Infant Skills Book 
Recount writing (p.40)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘School’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 40). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 10, Core Reader 3: Cow Takes a Bow!
Running record – Unit 10, Foundation Reader 3: Cow Takes a Bow!
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Data: The children could collect data on the favourite fairy tales of everyone in the class and use it to create a graph.
Maths – Estimation: The children could estimate how many beans/seeds they can fit in their hands and record their estimations versus the outcomes.
Gaeilge: The children could listen to the story of Jeaic agus an Gas Pónaire.
SESE – Science: Children could learn about the life cycle of a seed, e.g. an acorn growing into an oak tree.
Geography: Children could learn about the different types of homes and how they are constructed, e.g. ‘What is Jack’s cottage made of?’, ‘Who usually lives in a castle?’, and so on.
Art: The children could take part in a collaborative classroom project to create a classroom door based on the theme of Jack and the Beanstalk. The children could use junk-art to create props for a retelling of the story of Jack and the Beanstalk. The children could also create a comic strip of Jack and the Beanstalk to retell their favourite part of the story.
PE: The children could do animal walks with a fairy tale twist, e.g. stomp like a giant, climb like Jack, flap like a golden chicken, walk like a cow, etc.
SPHE: Have a whole-class discussion about the emotions that the children might feel if they were part of a school play – nervous, excited, worried, scared, proud, etc.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: Set up a role-play area with props so that the children can retell the story. The children could play buying and selling in a marketplace.
Puppets: The children could create and dress finger puppets, sock puppets or wooden spoon puppets to retell the story.
Small world: Try a creation of the world of Jack and the Beanstalk on two different levels. The children could build a tower from Lego/Duplo to represent the beanstalk. Small figures and buildings could be used for Jack’s house and the village.
Construction: The children could build props for a school play, using junk-art (e.g. a castle from a large box, a bean stalk and Jack’s cottage).
Sand area: Hide pictures from the story in the sand. Ask the children to find the pictures and then to sequence them to tell the story.
	Arts and crafts: The children could work together to use playdough to create all the characters and props from Jack and the Beanstalk. Then the children use the playdough figures to retell the story.
Videos: Watch different retellings of the story of Jack and the Beanstalk in different mediums, e.g. cartoon, live-action, Claymation and musical (many different versions available on YouTube). Watch Peppa Pig, S1 E52, ‘The School Play’ (YouTube).





	FEBRUARY: WEEK 21 & 22 
UNIT: 11
THEME: ANIMALS
SUBTHEME: SEA CREATURES 

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9

	Oral Language Learning Experiences
	Reading Learning Experiences
	Writing Learning Experiences

	Ask and answer a variety of ‘wh’ questions based on and prompted by the poster text. (LO7)

Demonstrate creative language use, e.g. by naming creatures. (LO10)

	Recognise the sight words: from, know, other, use.
Read a range of words containing short and long vowel sounds, and longer sentences.
Use cues from pictures to read. (LO5)

Ask and answer ‘wh’ questions about the report.
Summarise key points of information in a report.
Make predictions about a report.
Make connections with a report.
Clarify information in a report. (LO9)
	Write with correct word order and sentence structure most of the time. (LO3)

Use the topic of ‘Whales’ to write a simple text in collaboration with their teacher. (LO7)


	 Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	 ‘Ocean Travel’ by Jennifer Tweedie
	Report

	Core: Blue
Foundation: Yellow
	Report

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: sea creatures, ocean, underwater, deep, turtle, starfish, jellyfish, octopus, lobster, stingray, shark, whale, dolphin, sea lion, flippers, fin
Tier 2 examples: anemone, tentacles, camouflage, coral reef, antenna, pincer, habitat, species, endangered,
pollution, extinct, ocean floor
	from, know, other, use
	Core: whales, mammals, feed, sing, baby, called, tries, calf, pod, travel, groups, warmer, migrate, hole, heads, air, breathe, teeth, eat, shellfish, blue, biggest, world, swimmers, tail, amazing
Foundation: whales, mammals, called, tries, keep, calf, group, pod, warmer, hole, air, teeth, eat, shellfish, blue, biggest, tail
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	/ee/, /ie/


	Predicting, Clarifying (C), Summarising, Making Connections
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Pair talking tasks: Can you find …?
Storytime: Hooray for Fish!
Rhyme Time: ‘What’s that Bobbing on the Sea?’
‘A Sailor Went to Sea, Sea, Sea’
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Storytime: Commotion in the Ocean
Rhyming words: Let’s make a poem!
Pair talking task: I like …
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and
discussion
Question circle
Digital poster (Activity mode): Who am I? Ocean tongue twisters
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Ocean Travel’
Dance drama: ‘Under the Sea’
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: Under the Sea

	Class Readers
Core Reader 3: All About Whales (p. 29–42)
Foundation Reader 3: All About Whales (p.29–42)

Senior Infant Skills Book
Sight word activities (p.41, 43)
Comprehension activities (p. 42)


Digital
Unit 11 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 11 Sight Word Activity


	Senior Infant Skills Book 
Report writing (p.44)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘Animals’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 44). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 11, Core Reader 3: All About Whales
Running record – Unit 11, Foundation Reader 3: All About Whales
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Sorting and Categorising: The teacher could print out pictures of sea creatures and their measurements. The children could sort these according to different criteria – weight, size, number of fins/legs, etc.
Maths – Length: The children could examine the same pictures of sea creatures and discuss which are longer and which are shorter, e.g. a whale is longer than a dolphin, a jellyfish is longer than a crab, and so on.
SPHE: Under the theme ‘Myself and the world’, the children could discuss how to keep local beaches and rivers clean, and design posters promoting awareness of this.
SESE – Geography: The children could learn all about whales and their migratory patterns all over the world. They could learn about some of the whales that live in Ireland’s waters (e.g. the humpback whale).
SESE – Science: The children could work in groups to learn about different sea creatures, such as dolphins, whales, sharks, seals and jellyfish.
Art: The children could create silhouette pictures of whales with black paper cut-outs (for the whale) and blue, navy, green and purple paper (for the sea and/or sky).
The children could use paper plates and strips of crêpe paper to make jellyfish, and paper plates and pipe-cleaners to make turtles or octopuses.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: A corner of the classroom could be decorated to look as though it is under the sea. The children could use blue and green crêpe paper, shells and paper fish or jellyfish suspended on string. The children could pretend that they are deep-sea divers, whales or mermaids.
Construction: The children could construct treasure chests from old shoeboxes to keep their special things in.
Creative play: The children could use many different art materials to create an undersea mural featuring whales, dolphins, anemones, shipwrecks, etc.
Water area/Small world: The children could play with marine figures in a large basin of water – whales, dolphins, divers, ships, submarines, etc.
	Songs: ‘The Underwater Song’ by Toddler World TV, ‘Under the Sea’ from The Little Mermaid and ‘Baby Beluga’ by Raffi (YouTube).
Books: The Snail and the Whale by Julia Donaldson, Barry: the Fish with Fingers by Sue Hendra (read-aloud versions on YouTube) and Commotion in the Ocean by Giles Andreae.





	MARCH: WEEK 23 & 24 
UNIT: 12
THEME: ANIMALS 
SUBTHEME: THE ZOO 

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9

	Oral Language Learning Experiences
	Reading Learning Experiences
	Writing Learning Experiences

	Listen and respond to an oral narrative. (LO2)

Demonstrate the ability to solve simple puzzles and riddles. (LO6)

	Use correct word order when reading, and adhere to punctuation.
Understand conventions of print, including that illustrations carry meaning, and exclamation marks, speech marks and sentences. (LO3)

Ask and answer questions about main events and characters.
Make predictions about a narrative.
Make connections with a narrative.
Clarify events in the narrative. (LO9)
	Write complete sentences using sight words.
Write from the perspective of the characters in the text. (LO6)

Use the topic of ‘The zoo’ to write a simple text in collaboration with their teacher. (LO7)

	 Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	 ‘Zoo Dream’ by John Foster
	Narrative

	Core: Blue
Foundation: Yellow
	Narrative

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: elephant, mud, giraffe, zebra, ostrich,
rhinoceros, lion, cheetah, flamingo, monkey, peacock, drinking, eating, feeding, cleaning
Tier 2 examples: swamp, watering hole, peacock, flamingo, habitat performing, enclosure, escape, strutting
	these, people, four, gave
	Core: zoo, feeding, sea lion, people, stand, hold, hand, tall, stood, can’t, spot, zookeeper, pressed, horn, jumped, clapped, clever, took, bucket, tossed, grabbed
Foundation: feeding, time, sea lion, pool, people, stand, tall, stood, spot, zookeeper, pressed, horn, jumped, tossed, grabbed
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	/oo/, /or/


	Predicting, Clarifying, Making Connections
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster: (Story mode)
Digital poster: (Explore mode): Talk and
discussion
Stop, stare and share
Mime and rhyme
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Storytime: Goodnight Gorilla
Pair talking task: Guess my animal
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion Pair talking task: Can I/can’t I?
Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity
A flamingo leg up
‘Monkey See, Monkey Do’
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Zoo Dream’
Zoo riddles
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: Kate’s Cool Hat

	Class Readers
Core Reader 3: Sea Lion Splash! (p. 43–56)
Foundation Reader 3: Sea Lion Splash! (p.43–56)

Senior Infant Skills Book
Sight word activities (p.45, 47)
Comprehension activities (p. 46)

Digital
Unit 12 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 12 Sight Word Activity


	Senior Infant Skills Book 
Narrative writing (p.48)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘Animals’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide..
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 48). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 12, Core Reader 3: Sea Lion Splash!
Running record – Unit 12, Foundation Reader 3: Sea Lion Splash!
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Weight: The class could use the vocabulary of heavy/heavier/heaviest and light/lighter/lightest to discuss different zoo animals.
Maths – Data: The class could work together to create a pictogram of their favourite animals.
Gaeilge: The children could learn the song ‘Ag Dul Go Dtí An Zú’.
SESE – Geography: The children could learn about the home countries of different animals at the zoo.
SESE – Science: The children could find out why some animals have fur, feathers and scales.
Art: The children could use fabric and fibre to create pictures of their favourite animals.
PE: The children could work through an obstacle course while pretending that they are monkeys at the zoo. The children could also do animal walks.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: The children could pretend that they are zookeepers and animals in the zoo.
Puppets: The children could discuss their experiences of the zoo (e.g. favourite animals), using puppets.
Small world: The children could create a zoo with different enclosures, using small animals from the classroom.
Construction: The children could construct animal masks from cardboard and elastic.
Creative play: The children could make their favourite animals from playdough and put them all together to make a playdough zoo.
Free writing: The children could write their own ‘Dear Zoo’ letters.
	Books: If I Ran The Zoo by Dr Seuss, Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell, Poo in the Zoo by Steve Smallman and Look What Blew into the Zoo by Fiona Tierney.
Games: Animal charades, and reading games on roythezebra.com.
Video: The animal webcams on dublinzoo.ie.





	APRIL: WEEK 25 & 26 
UNIT: 13
THEME: FOOD
SUBTHEME: HEALTHY FOODS 

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9

	Oral Language Learning Experiences
	Reading Learning Experiences
	Writing Learning Experiences

	Use complex sentences and explain opinions and feelings.
Use the continuous present, e.g. is cutting.
Use the prefix ‘un’, e.g. healthy/unhealthy. (LO4)

Understand and use categorical terms, e.g. ingredients, utensils, method, wholegrain foods, fillings. (LO8)
	Recognise the sight words: more, how, than, good.
Read a range of words containing short and long vowel sounds, and longer sentences.
Use cues from pictures and context to read. (LO5)

Respond verbally to a simple procedure and retell the main steps in order. (LO8)
	Copy print.
Write sight words independently.
Write complete sentences. (LO4)

Write more complex sentences using sight words.
Sequence a procedure. (LO6)

	 Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	 ‘My Sister’s Eating Porridge’ by John Coldwell
	Procedure

	Core: Green
Foundation: Yellow
	Procedure

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: vegetables, soup, peas, salad, fruit juice, lettuce, oranges, strawberries, carrots, broccoli, peppers, tomatoes, apples, bananas, brown bread, potatoes, pasta, rice, milk, cheese
Tier 2 examples: pyramid, diet, dairy products, sugar, portion, activity, alike, picky, food option, vine, stalk,
pips, sprout, alike, ingredients, garnish, layer
	more, how, than, good
	Core: make, super, smoothie, blueberries, banana, yoghurt, lime, blender, glass, wash, peel, cut, squeeze, blend, until, smooth, lid, sprinkle, fresh, carton, juice, noisy, different, fruit
Foundation: make, smoothie, blueberries, banana, yoghurt, lime, blender, glass, wash, berries, peel, cut, blend, lid, sugar, try, different, fruit, noisy
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	/oi/, /ue/


	Predicting, Summarising, Clarifying, Making Connections
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and
discussion
Freeze chant
Make and mime: At the sandwich bar
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Storytime: Gregory the Terrible Eater
Favourite food
Fairytale food
Word tennis: Food pairs 
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Who am I?
Sing together! ‘The Healthy Eating Song’
Food teasers
Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice questions
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘My Sister’s Eating Porridge’
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: How to Make a Chicken Salad Sandwich

	Class Readers
Core Reader 4: Super Smoothie (p. 1–14)
Foundation Reader 4: Super Smoothie (p.1–14)

Senior Infant Skills Book
Sight word activities (p.49, 51)
Comprehension activities (p. 50)

Digital
Unit 13 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 13 Sight Word Activity


	Senior Infant Skills Book 
Procedure writing (p.52)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘Food’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 52). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 13, Core Reader 4: Super Smoothie
Running record – Unit 13, Foundation Reader 4: Super Smoothie
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Capacity: The children could use the terms ‘full’, ‘empty’, ‘more’ and ‘less’ to describe containers. They could engage in water play to practise their vocabulary.
Maths – Data: The children could make a bar chart showing their favourite fruits.
SESE – Geography: The children could discuss what fair trade is and bring in some examples of fair trade that they may have at home. They could create a display for the classroom.
SESE – Science: The children could conduct a taste test of a variety of fruits. They could categorise the fruits by how they taste – sweet, sour, juicy, dry, etc. – and whether or not they like them.
Art: The children could use cut-up fruits and paint to create prints and patterns.
SPHE: The children could discuss healthy and unhealthy foods. They could design a healthy lunch.
PE: The class could play the ‘Fruit Salad’ game with a parachute. Choose four types of fruit and allocate one type to each child. The children gather to hold a parachute (each child holds on to the parachute). If you shout ‘Apple!’, all the apples switch places, etc. However, if you shout ‘Fruit salad!’, everyone must switch places without the parachute hitting the ground. This game could also be played without a parachute, in the style of ‘Musical Chairs’: a chair is removed from the circle every time the children get up.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: The children could open a smoothie café. They could set up a table near the Home Corner and take orders from their classmates.
Free writing: The children could write and illustrate their own smoothie recipes.
Small world: The children could create a café or kitchen with doll’s house furniture and small figures.
Construction: The children could construct kitchen equipment out of junk-art to use in their smoothie café.
Creative play: The children could create bowls or baskets of fruit from playdough.
Water area: The children could play in the water with empty juice cartons and measuring jugs and practise their capacity words.
	Book: Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne (read-aloud version on YouTube).
Activity: The children could make a smoothie together in class.
Song: ‘The Fruit Salad Song’ by The Wiggles (YouTube).





	MAY: WEEK 27 & 28 
UNIT: 14
THEME: FOOD
SUBTHEME: EATING OUT 

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9

	Oral Language Learning Experiences
	Reading Learning Experiences
	Writing Learning Experiences

	Demonstrate metalinguistic awareness, e.g. re-ordering syntax.
Understand morphological growth, e.g. like/dislike.
Use complex sentences and past, present and future tense. (LO4)

Use language to describe food, e.g. creating and naming a sundae.
Reflect on the information given in the poster text. (LO12)
	Use correct word order when reading, and adhere to punctuation
Understand conventions of print, including that illustrations carry meaning and the role of an author and illustrator. (LO3)

Make predictions and inferences about a recount.
Make connections with a recount.
Clarify the information within a recount.
Give and justify their food preferences. (LO9)

	Write more complex sentences using sight words. (LO6)

Write a simple recount with the support of their teacher. (LO7)


	 Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	 ‘The Meal’ by Karla Kuskin
	Recount

	Core: Green
Foundation: Yellow
	Recount

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: restaurant, waiter/waitress, menu, pizza, pasta, spaghetti, table, tablecloth, food, water, glass, jug, knife, fork, plate, bread, salt, pepper, notepad, napkin, bill, money, dessert
Tier 2 examples: Italian flag, olive oil, cutlery, candle, serve, spill, carry, apron, customer, flavour, choices, greet, condiments, appetisers, cutlery, ravenous, choices
	or, want, our, please
	Core: sunny, Sunday, evening, sounds, grill, salad, burgers, chicken, felt, drop, rain, suddenly, dear, maybe, should, order, pizza
Foundation: sunny, outside, came, grill, salad, set, wings, burgers, dark, clouds, felt, drop, rain, pizza
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	/oo/ (long), /ou/


	Predicting, Making Connections, Inferring, Justifying, Clarifying (C)
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode) – Talk and
Discussion
Dialogue Dilemma!
Rhymes and Tongue Twisters 
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode) – Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Eating Food
Turn and Tell: Food on Special Occasions
Odd-One-Out 
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode) – Talk and Discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode) – Spot the Difference
Pair Talking Task: Strawberry Supreme
Design and Draw: Ice-Cream Sundae 
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode) – ‘The Meal’ 
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: Jack’s First Chilli Pepper

	Class Readers
Core Reader 4: Let’s Eat Outside (p. 15–28)
Foundation Reader 4: Let’s Eat Outside (p.15–28)

Senior Infant Skills Book
Sight word activities (p.53, 55)
Comprehension activities (p. 54)

Digital
Unit 14 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 14 Sight Word Activity


	Senior Infant Skills Book 
Recount writing (p.55)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘Food’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 56). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 14, Core Reader 4: Let’s Eat Outside
Running record – Unit 14, Foundation Reader 4: Let’s Eat Outside
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Shape: The children could discuss foods of different shapes (e.g. circular pizzas and biscuits, triangular pizza slices or sandwiches and square crackers). The children could have a shape picnic.
Maths – Counting: The children could work on early subtraction using slices of pizza: ‘If there are six slices of pizza, how many slices would I have left if I ate two?’
Gaeilge: The children study the theme Bia. They could sort foods into the categories bricfeasta, lón and dinnéar, and into the Is maith liom/Ní maith liom categories.
SESE – Geography: The children could learn about rain and the water cycle.
SESE – Science: The children could learn about heat and change by making cheese on toast: ‘What happens to the bread when it gets hot?’, ‘What happens to the cheese when it gets hot?’, and so on.
SPHE: The children could talk about the different emotions that the characters feel in this story (e.g. excited for the barbeque, worried when they saw the drops, disappointed when they had to go inside and relieved when they ordered pizza). The children could practise the facial expressions that go with each of these emotions.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: Create an outdoor area for children with green carpet/rugs where children can have a picnic with a picnic blanket, basket, plates and plastic foods, etc.
Free writing: The children could free-write menus for their barbecue.
Small world: The children could set up a barbeque with figures on a small square of green carpet.
Creative play: The children could create pizzas, burgers and other foods from scrap paper and other materials.
Water area: The children could reinforce their understanding of the water cycle in the water area, using sponges as clouds.
	Songs: ‘The Water Cycle Rap’ by GoNoodle (YouTube), ‘The Water Cycle Song’ by Have Fun Teaching (YouTube) and ‘Ten Fat Sausages Sizzling in a Pan’.
Video: Peppa Pig, S1 E17, ‘Picnic’ and S3 E13 ‘The Fire Engine’ (YouTube).





	MAY: WEEK 29 & 30 
UNIT: 15
THEME: HOLIDAYS
SUBTHEME: THE FAIRGROUND 

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9

	Oral Language Learning Experiences
	Reading Learning Experiences
	Writing Learning Experiences

	Use comparative adjectives, e.g. higher/faster. (LO5)

Give an explanation of how something works. (LO11)

	Recognise the sight words: buy, does, which, off.
Read a range of sight words and longer sentences.
Use cues from pictures to read. (LO5)

Ask and answer questions about a report.
Make predictions about a report.
Make connections with a report.
Explain the information in a report.
Visualise aspects of the report to aid comprehension. (LO9)
	Use correct word order and sentence structure most of the time. (LO3)

Copy print.
Write sight words independently.
Write complete simple sentences. (LO4)


	 Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	 ‘Merry-Go-Round’ by Dorothy W. Baruch
	Report

	Core: Green
Foundation: Yellow
	Report

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: funfair, merry-go-round, big wheel, funfair game, ride, horse, pole, swing, seat, cans, ball, ticket, prize, cuddly toy
Tier 2 examples: candyfl oss, giant lollipop, coloured lights, spin, swing, attraction, saucer, booth, carousel, vehicle, passenger, preference
	buy, does, which, off
	Core: funfair, rides, choose, merry-go-round, wait, tickets, gate, opens, horse, tight, starts, blows, slowly, faster, round, spin, dizzy, loud, music, bright, lights, flash, yee-haw, exciting, stops, treat, roller coaster
Foundation: funfair, ride, merry-go-round, tickets, horse, hold, blasts, start(s), slowly, faster, round, giddy, dizzy, music, stops, lolly
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	/er/, /ar/


	Predicting, Visualising, Making Connections, Summarising (F)
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and
discussion
Pair talking task: What happened? 
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Step right up and try your luck! Ring toss game
Would you rather? 
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Find someone who …
Digital poster (Activity mode): Pick an activity 
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Merry-Go-Round’
Fairground treats
Design and draw 
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: All the Fun of the Fair

	Class Readers
Core Reader 4: A Ride at the Funfair (p. 29–42)
Foundation Reader 4: A Ride at the Funfair (p.29–42)

Senior Infant Skills Book
Sight word activities (p.57, 59)
Comprehension activities (p. 58)

Digital
Unit 15 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 15 Sight Word Activity


	Senior Infant Skills Book 
Report writing (p.60)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘Holidays’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 60). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 15, Core Reader 4: A Ride at the Funfair
Running record – Unit 15, Foundation Reader 4: A Ride at the Funfair
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Money: The children could discuss how much each ride at the funfair would cost and work out how much change they would receive from a set payment. They could practise writing the prices of each ride in numerals and drawing that amount in coins.
Maths – Algebra: The children could decorate clown outfits with a pattern.
History: The children could look at old pictures of fairgrounds from the past. They could also sequence a trip to the fairground.
SESE – Geography: The children could learn about the lives of people who travel with the funfair (e.g. performers and other workers). They could learn about the types of houses people live in while travelling with the fair and how these houses move around.
Children could also compare and contrast the fairground with their local playground.
SESE – Science: The children could make colour spinners.
Art: The children could use bright fabrics to make a fairground scene.
PE: Under the Gymnastics strand, children could try doing some of the things fairground performers would do (e.g. balancing and jumping).
SPHE: Under the theme of ‘Personal safety’, children could discuss the protocol that they would follow if they got lost at the fair.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: Discuss the children’s prior experience of funfairs (or playgrounds/circuses if they have not visited the funfair). They could then re-enact these experiences.
Puppets: The children could use the puppets to reinforce the theme of personal safety at a fairground covered in SPHE.
Small world: The children could use junk-art to create a small funfair and play in it with small figures.
Construction: The children could use recycled materials to make their own carousel horses.
Creative play: The children could make mixed-medium pictures of a day at the funfair.
Water area: The children could play traditional funfair games with toys in a basin of water (e.g. hook-a-duck).
Free writing: The children could make posters advertising the funfair.
	Nursery rhymes: ‘Animal Fair’.
Activities: The children could take a trip to the local playground.
The children could make some of the snacks enjoyed at the funfair (e.g. popcorn).





	JUNE: WEEK 31 & 32 
UNIT: 16
THEME: HOLIDAYS 
SUBTHEME: THE BEACH

	STRAND: Oral Language
	STRAND: Reading
	STRAND: Writing

	Elements
Communicating: LO1, LO2, LO3 
Understanding: LO4, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10, LO11, LO12
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO5, LO6
Exploring and Using: LO7, LO8, LO9, LO10
	Elements
Communicating: LO1
Understanding: LO3, LO4, LO5 
Exploring and Using: LO6, LO7, LO9

	Oral Language Learning Experiences
	Reading Learning Experiences
	Writing Learning Experiences

	Give and take turns.
Collaborate during pair/group talking tasks. (LO3)

Use prepositions, e.g. in, on, under, near, above, beside.
Use compound words, e.g. deckchair.
Use idiomatic language, e.g. jumping for joy.
Demonstrate metalinguistic awareness when exploring compound words. (LO5)
	Use correct word order when reading, and adhere to punctuation.
Understand conventions of print, including exclamation marks, question marks and full stops, the function of a paragraph, and that illustrations carry meaning. (LO3)

Read a narrative supported by illustrations, with improving pace and fluency. (LO10)

	Copy print.
Write sight words independently.
Write complete simple sentences. (LO4)

Use new sight words and new vocabulary about the beach in their writing. (LO5)


	 Oral language poem
	Reading Genre
	Book Band
	Writing genre

	 ‘The Sunshine Tree’ by Clive Webster
	Narrative

	Core: Green
Foundation: Yellow
	Narrative

	Oral Vocabulary
	Sight words
	New Words
	

	Tier 1 examples: beach, sand, sandcastle, shells, bucket,
spade, net, goggles, picnic, towel, beach ball, sun hat,
sunglasses, sun cream, shorts, T-shirt, swimsuit
Tier 2 examples: body board, surf, snorkel, volleyball, overjoyed, bobbing, grainy, luscious
	new, would, busy, after
	Core: spade, wanted, sandcastle, sand, turned, upside down, added, castle, bigger, shells, helped, dig, moat, ice pop, fill, getting, selling, wave, covered
Foundation: bucket, sandcastle, sand, flipped, over, added, castle, shells, helped, dig, moat, getting, ice pop, wave
	

	
	Phonics Focus
	Comprehension Strategies 
	

	
	/ck/


	Predicting, Summarising, Inferring, Visualising
	

	Content
	Content
	Content

	Week 1
Lesson 1
Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Word game: Seashell sounds
Sensational poetry: Let’s make a beach sense poem! 
Lesson 2
Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Storytime: Mr McGee goes to Sea
True or false?
Circle time game: Beach baggage 
Week 2
Lesson 3
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity
What am I doing?
A seagull story 
Lesson 4
Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘The Sunshine Tree’
Message in a bottle 
	Shared Reader
Starlight Print and Digital Big Book: Sammy to the Rescue

	Class Readers
Core Reader 4: Kate’s Sandcastle (p. 43–56)
Foundation Reader 4: Kate’s Sandcastle (p.43–56)

Senior Infant Skills Book
Sight word activities (p.61, 63)
Comprehension activities (p. 62)

Digital
Unit 16 Vocabulary Flashcards
Unit 16 Sight Word Activity


	Senior Infant Skills Book 
Narrative writing (p.64)
 

	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	Differentiation

	Starter and flyer stories in the digital posters
Below-, on- and above level questions in the digital poster
	Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core Reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘Holidays’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide.
	All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 64). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	Assessment
	Assessment
	Assessment

	Oral language assessment checklist
	Running record – Unit 16, Core Reader 4: Kate’s Sandcastle
Running record – Unit 16, Foundation Reader 4: Kate’s Sandcastle
	Reading and writing assessment checklist

	Integration

	Maths – Sorting and Categorising: The children could sort and categorise items that would be found on a beach (e.g. shells, pebbles and seaweed). The children could count and label the amounts in each set.
Maths – Time: The children could learn all about the seasons.
Gaeilge: The children could study the topic Ag an trá. They could learn vocabulary such as buicéad agus spáid, spéaclaí gréine, tuaille, culaith snámha. Then a cluiche biongó could be played for the children to practise their new vocabulary.
SESE – Geography: The children could learn about the dangers of beach pollution to plant and animal life and discuss ways to prevent it. If it is possible, the school could do a beach-clean.
SESE – Science: The children could learn about all the creatures that live at the beach (e.g. crabs, fish, sharks and anemones). The teacher could demonstrate water pollution by showing how oil floats on water.
Art: The children could create seaside pictures, using handprints and fabric and fibre (e.g. handprint crabs and octopuses).
Drama: The children could take an imaginative journey to the beach and talk about what they taste, smell, see, hear and feel.
SPHE: The children could discuss how to stay safe at the beach and the general topic of water safety.

	Aistear
	Games/Activities

	Sociodramatic play: A corner of the classroom could be set up as a beach and the children could imagine that they are children, parents, lifeguards, ice cream sellers, etc.
Puppets: The puppets could be used to reinforce the concept of beach safety (e.g. one puppet could be used as a lifeguard to teach others about being safe in the water).
Small world: A small beach could be set up with some sand, water, seaweed and shells. The children could explore the different textures with small classroom figures.
Construction/Sand area: The children could construct sandcastles.
Creative play: The children could design a beach towel.
	Song: ‘Trasna na dTonnta’ and ‘The Beach Song’ by LBB Junior (YouTube). 
Rhymes: Beach-themed rhymes and finger-plays, such as ‘At the Seashore’ and ‘Five Little Shells’ (www.prekfun.com).
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