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About Starlight Oral Language Posters
Oral language is a child’s first and most important method of communication. It is the foundation 
of learning to read and write and studies have shown that poorly developed language skills are a 
barrier to overall literacy achievement. 

Starlight’s oral language programme for 2nd Class is fully aligned to the 2015 Primary Language 
Curriculum. It features 16 full-colour posters with a mix of illustrations and photo-based images, as 
well as accompanying lesson plans. The posters are available as a dual print and digital package,  
providing teachers with the flexibility to teach in a variety of ways to suit different learning styles.  
Each poster can be covered over a two-week period. There are four mini-lessons outlined within 
each lesson plan and it is suggested that two are covered in the first week and two in the  
second week.

The digital posters contain seven different Modes: 

Explore: 
Provides the teacher with a range of useful tools for interacting with the poster, including spotlight, 
zoom, pen/highlighter, etc.

Story Mode 1 (Starters): 
Provides a simple narration to accompany a poster animation. The vocabulary and syntax for this 
mode are at an easier level than that for the flyers story.  

Story Mode 2 (Flyers):  
Provides a more challenging narration than the starters story and features richer, more complex  
vocabulary and syntax. 

Question:  
Provides children with 10 questions relating to the image(s). The question levels are indicated  
by the button outline colour – light pink for lower-order questions to maroon for more  
challenging questions.

Label:  
Provides a useful literacy link for the oral language vocabulary that the children have been hearing.

Activity:  
Contains one of a variety of tasks and games including sorting, categorising, ‘Who Am I?’  
and ‘Spot the Difference’.

Poem:  
Contains a poem relating to the unit theme, supported by attractive audio and visuals.

The lesson plans contain a variety of ideas as well as suggestions for group and pair work to  
support the poster content. At various times, children are required to recount, explain, entertain, 
inform, give instructions, narrate, persuade and justify their opinions. In this way, they are covering 
all of the oral language forms defined in the curriculum. 

Checklists for assessment of oral language are also available on Folensonline.
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2nd Class Oral Language Lesson Plans 5

Class 2nd Theme Myself
Unit 1 Subtheme My hobbies
Unit genre Recount
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: hobby, popular, skills, terrifi c, musical instrument,

perform, characters, imagination
Tier 2 examples: pastime, saxophone, cello, hand-eye 
co-ordination, problem-solving skills

Lesson resources N/A

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Circle time: Pass the ball
Pair talking tasks

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Digital poster (Activity mode): Guess the activity
Present a pastime: Oral experience report

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Spring into action
Pair talking task: This hobby
Perform a pastime

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Taking One for the 
Team’

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode)
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask children the following questions:

 l Can you remember what we call activities we do that we really like? (Pastimes). Revise the defi nition of a 
pastime: A pastime is an activity that makes the time pass in a pleasant way because we really like doing 
it. Can anyone think of another word we can use for a pastime? (Hobby)

 l What pastimes can you see in the poster? 

 l Which of these pastimes do you enjoy? Why? (e.g. I enjoy swimming because I love splashing in water)

 l Which pastime is your favourite / do you like least? Why?

 l Name the equipment / clothing used in each of the pastimes (costume, gear, helmet, guards, leotard, 
swimwear / swimsuit, swim hat / cap, body armour, belt; goggles, fl ippers, make-up, hurley, tennis 
racquet, balance beam, mat, horizontal bar, pull-up bar, etc.) and the location (indoor / outdoor, on the 
pitch, on stage, in the pool / park / gymnasium, at home, etc.).

 l How many different types of footwear can you see? (Ballet shoes, dancing shoes, football / hurling boots) 
How are they the same / different? (Material; soft / hard; cleats / studs / spikes; buckles / ribbons / laces / 
Velcro)
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2nd Class Oral Language Lesson Plans6

Starlight

Circle time: Pass the ball
Begin by asking the children the following questions:

 l What balls / ball games can you see on the poster? (Sliotar, soccer ball, tennis ball, rugby ball)

 l What other types of ball do you know? (e.g. baseball, basketball, volleyball, beach ball, bowling ball, 
golf ball, snooker ball, table tennis ball, etc.) How are they the same/different? (size – small / big; 
shape – round / oval; material – plastic / rubber / leather; texture – smooth, shiny, soft, hard, furry; design – 
panels, stripes, holes, numbers, fl uorescent; weight – heavy / light)

Now organise children in a circle and give one child a beach ball. The child throws the ball to another child 
who names a type of ball (e.g. bowling ball), a ball game (e.g. volleyball) or uses a describing word for a 
particular type of ball (e.g. fl uorescent ball). Continue until every child has had a chance to play.

Pair talking tasks 
Model these talking tasks with the children as a whole class. When the children are familiar with the format, 
encourage them to play the games in pairs, swapping roles as questioner and responder.

Can you fi nd?

In pairs, ask children to fi nd a pastime on the poster that … involves balancing; needs a helmet / protective 
clothing; requires a lot of energy; is a silent / noisy activity; is done mainly using legs / hands / eyes / whole 
body; is done in bare feet; is done alone / with someone else / as a member of a team, etc.

Word Tennis: Balance the ball

In pairs, have children take turns telling each other how different sports balls are the same as / different from 
each other, e.g.:

 l Child A: A  ball is the same  as a  ball. (A basketball is the same shape as a 
volleyball.)

 l Child B: A  ball is the same  as a  ball. (A football is the same size as a beach ball.)

 l Child A: A  ball is different from a  ball because … (A tennis ball is different from a golf ball 
because it is bigger / has a furry texture / can bounce, etc.)

 l Child B: A  ball is different from a  ball because … (A bowling ball is different from a 
basketball because it has a smooth surface.)

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.
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2nd Class Oral Language Lesson Plans 7

Starlight

Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children briefl y. 

Q1.  Look at the top row of photos. What sport is the little girl in the red leotard doing?

Q2. Look at the children in costumes. What are they dressed up as?

Q3. Look at the children playing instruments. Can you name any of the instruments?

Q4. Which hobby is ideal for children who enjoy sports and spending time outdoors?

Q5. Why do you think children wear protective headgear and chest pads when they are sparring in Taekwondo?

Q6. Why do you think some musicians prefer to play with a band than play by themselves?

Q7. Why do people wear helmets when they are cycling?

Q8. Do you think it is good for children to spend hours playing video games? Why or why not?

Q9. Are there any new hobbies on this poster that you would like to try?

Q10. Do you think it is important for children to have hobbies? Why or why not?

Spring into action 
Remind children that a pastime is an activity. All pastimes involve us DOING something. When we describe 
what we are doing we use action words or verbs. Ask children to look carefully at the poster and come up 
with a list of action words for each pastime. Zoom in on each pastime in turn and brainstorm a list of possible 
verbs to describe the actions involved in the pastime, e.g.

 l Football: kick, pass, head, bounce, balance, score, support, succeed (play football)

 l Cycling: pedal, push, brake, overtake, ring bell (go cycling)

 l Gymnastics: stretch, reach, leap, twist, tumble, balance, fl ip, vault, cartwheel (do gymnastics)

 l Taekwondo: kick, balance, strike, bow, spar, block, punch, greet (do Taekwondo)

 l Swimming: dive, crawl, paddle, tread water, plunge (go swimming)

 l Drama: act, perform, pretend, take a role, rehearse (do drama)

 l Hurling: train, jump, chase, block, pass, score, cheer, lift (play hurling)

 l Music: play, practise, perform, blow, bang, strum, pluck, bow (play music)

 l Reading: read, understand, skim, scan

 l Video gaming: click, control (play video games)

Pair talking task: This hobby 
Organise children in pairs and encourage them to take turns describing things you can do in a certain hobby. 
Their partner then needs to guess what the hobby is. Scaffold children to use the phrases, ‘In this hobby you 
can …’ and ‘I think this hobby is …’ e.g.:

Child A: In this hobby you can plunge.

Child B: I think this hobby is swimming!

Child B: In this hobby you can tumble.

Child A: I think this hobby is gymnastics!
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2nd Class Oral Language Lesson Plans8

Starlight

Add an adverb!

To make this activity more challenging, brainstorm some appropriate adverbs to accompany the action words 
in use, e.g. quickly, carefully, safely, gently, cautiously, excitedly, perfectly …

Perform a pastime
Organise children in teams of four. Each child in turn must perform an action associated with a pastime while 
other team members guess the pastime, e.g. I think you are going cycling because you are pedalling your bike 
vigorously; I think you are doing Taekwondo because you are sparring fi ercely with your partner.

Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Focus on:

Pastimes: cycling, drama, gymnastics, hurling, lego, music, reading, soccer, swimming, Taekwondo, 
video games

Equipment: ball, bike, ballet shoes, book, console, costumes, dancing shoes, helmet, hurley, instruments, 
racquet, rugby ball, sliotar, stage, tennis ball

Actions: act, block, crawl, dance, fl ip, head, jump, kick, leap, plunge, read, score, train, volley

Revise pastime vocabulary by challenging the children to order the pastimes / equipment / actions into 
alphabetical order. If necessary, scaffold children by prompting or reducing the number of letters focused 
on in the alphabet.

Digital poster (Activity mode): Guess the activity 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Ask children to look at the pictures and guess what activity is depicted 
in each one. Briefl y discuss and encourage them to justify their answers.

The pictures included show: cycling helmet, music sheet, hurl, ballet slippers, game pad / console, goggles, 
drama, Taekwondo helmet, leotard, saddle, easel and paints, Irish dancing shoes

Present a pastime: Oral experience report 
Invite some children to the top of the classroom to present about a pastime they engage in regularly. Model 
the format, scaffolding the children as required. 

 l Begin with the title of the pastime (My favourite pastime is hurling)

 l Present a personal point of view (I play hurling every Saturday morning with my local club)

 l Let us know how you feel about your pastime (I really love / enjoy playing hurling because it is fast and 
exciting)

 l Tell something really interesting about your pastime, using strong verbs (Hurling is a team game where 
players pass the sliotar to each other and try to strike it high in the air over the bar to score a point)

 l Conclude with a statement about why you would recommend this pastime to the rest of the class (I would 
recommend hurling as a pastime because it helps you to stay fi t and it is lots and lots of fun)

When children are familiar with the format, encourage pairs of children to present an oral experience report 
to one another.
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2nd Class Oral Language Lesson Plans 9

Starlight

Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘Taking One For The Team’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘Taking One for the Team’ by Sara Holbrook:

Taking One for the Team
By Sara Holbrook

We practiced together,
sweat and stained.
We pummelled each other
and laughed off pain.
Teams may disagree,
may tease,
may blame.
Teams may bicker and whine,
but get down for the game.

You had my back.
We fought the fi ght.
And though our score
was less last night,
we’re walking tall.
Our team came through
and stuck together like Crazy Glue.
I’m proud to say
I lost with you.

Speak the poem with appropriate intonation, facial expression and gesture.

Draw children’s attention to interesting images in the poem, e.g. pummelled each other; stuck together like 
Crazy Glue.

Encourage children to consider the use of idioms in the poem, e.g. get down for the game; you had my back; 
walking tall, etc.

Identify important action words used in the poem and emphasise them as you speak the poem, e.g. 
pummelled; tease; blame; bicker; whine.

Ask children:

 l What is the main feeling expressed in the poem? What words / phrases suggest this? (e.g. pride: we 
fought the fi ght, our team came through, I’m proud to say …)

 l Can you explain what it means to be proud of someone? (e.g. to feel satisfaction when we achieve 
something, or when someone we love does something which we think is fantastic)

 l Can you think of a time when you were proud of yourself / someone you love?
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Class 2nd Theme Myself
Unit 2 Subtheme My school friends
Unit genre Recount
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: schoolyard, mural, paint, skipping, accident, bench, 

teacher, game, upset, football
Tier 2 examples: nutritious, discussing, support, debate, pleasant, supervising, popular, compliment, 
considerate, trustworthy, respectful 

Lesson resources Multimedia links

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Digital poster (Story mode) 
Who says?
Pair talking task: Turn and tell
Blurt it out!

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Group talking task: Best buddies?
Digital poster (Activity mode): Choose the activity 
Storytime
Group talking task: What Would You Do If …

Lesson 2 Digital poster: Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Listen and say
Oral recount 
Talking tennis 

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘With a Friend’
Group talking task: Imaginary friend

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Before revealing the poster, introduce the theme by playing the link to the song and lyrics of ‘You’ve got a 
Friend in Me’ from Toy Story (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zIYOJ_hSs0o). Ask the children the following 
questions:

 l What is this song about? (Friendship)

 l Listen again and this time, see what words you can hear / see that tell you it is about friendship (There 
isn’t anything I wouldn’t do for you; stick together; love you; me and you; our friendship will never die)

 l Did you hear another word for a friend in the song? (Pal)

 l Can you think of any other words we can use for a friend (Buddy, chum, mate)

 l Look at the images in the video – what are the friends doing that tell you (depict) they are friends? 
(Smiling, standing together, hugging, arms around each other, playing together, helping each other out, 
having fun, playing tricks, joking, feeling relaxed)

 l Sing along as the song is played. When you hear a friendship word / phrase, turn to the person beside you 
and shake hands or high-fi ve them.

Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask the children the following questions:

 l Where are the children?

 l Who are they with? (Friends, classmates)

 l What games are they playing / activities are they doing? (Skipping, playing tag, painting a mural, chatting, 
sharing lunch, etc.)

 l What games do you like to play with your friends?

FPO

Tier 2 examples: nutritious, discussing, support, debate, pleasant, supervising, popular, compliment, 

FPOFPO
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Zoom in on the three boys chatting with a football.

 l Do you think these boys are friends?

 l How do you know they are friends? If they are friends then they are friendly with each other.

 l Would you say that their friendship is strong? Why? (They are interested in the same pastime; they are 
having a conversation; they are enjoying each other’s company.)

Zoom in on the two girls eating lunch on the bench.

 l Do you think these girls are friends?

 l How do you know they are friends? If they are friends then we can say that they are friendly with each other.

 l Would you say that their friendship is strong? Why? (They are sharing lunch together; they are having a 
conversation; they are enjoying each other’s company.)

Zoom in on the two girls on the bottom left side of the poster. Ask the children the following questions:

 l Do you think these girls are good friends? Why not?

 l Which girl is being unfriendly? Why?

 l A good friend is NOT … (mean, unkind, unfriendly, uncaring, inattentive, disloyal, disrespectful, 
thoughtless, does not exclude someone from a game, never brags, etc.)

Digital poster (Story mode)
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Who says?
Ask children to listen to the following comments and guess which of the children in the poster is saying each 
comment. 

 1) You are doing a really great job here! (Praising)

 2) What colour do you think I should paint the background? (Asking for advice)

 3) I hope everyone enjoys the mural (Eager to please)

 4) Would you like some of my …? (Sharing)

 5) I agree, they are defi nitely the best team. (Agreeing with one another)

 6) Can I help you? (Offering to help)

 7) I’ve caught you! / Higher, higher! (Having fun)

Pair talking task: Turn and tell 
Organise children in pairs. Ask them, what can we learn about being friends from what the children are 
saying / doing? (Friends like to spend time together, listen to each other, share stories, give advice, help one 
another, praise / compliment each other, have fun together, run, jump, play sport, do projects, skip, listen, talk, 
play together, can count on each other, have a lot in common, etc.)

Ask the children to turn to their partner and pay him or her a compliment, e.g. I really like your …; 
I think your … is …; I think what you did was …; 

Next, ask children to turn and tell their partner what they like to do with their friends, e.g. I like to … with my 
friends. Children then share what their partners told them with the rest of the class, e.g. My partner likes to … 
with his / her friend.
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Blurt it out! 
Ask each child in turn to complete the sentences:

My friend is … (kind, caring, helpful, trustworthy, attentive, thoughtful, considerate, loyal, respectful, etc.)

When I am with my friend I feel … (happy, joyful, delighted, pleased, glad, etc.)

Encourage the children to use as many describing words as possible.

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y. 

Q1. Where are the children?

Q2. What time of day is it?

Q3. What games are being played?

Q4. What are the children with paintbrushes doing?

Q5. Do you think the teacher is happy with the mural? Why do you think so?

Q6. How do you think the girl feels about being told she can’t join in the skipping game? Why do you think that?

Q7. Why do you think the other girl doesn’t want her to join in the skipping game?

Q8. Imagine you were in this schoolyard. Which activity would you be doing? Why?

Q9. Do you prefer spending your lunchtimes indoors or out in the school yard? Why? 

Q10. If you were painting a mural on your school wall, what would you draw?

Listen and say 
Ask the children, do we ever feel unhappy when we are with our friends? Read ‘Small Quarrel’ by Allan 
Ahlberg for the class, asking them to think about when a friend may make us unhappy. 
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Small Quarrel
By Allan Ahlberg

She didn’t call for me as she usually does.
I shared my crisps with someone else.

I sat with someone else in assembly.
She gave me a funny look coming out.

I put a pencil mark on her maths book.
She put a felt pen mark on mine.

She moved my ruler an inch.
I moved hers a centimetre.

I just touched her P.E. bag with my foot.
She put the smallest tip of her tongue out.

She dipped her paint brush in my yellow.
I washed mine in her paint water.

She did something too small to tell what it was.
I pretended to do something.

I walked home with her as usual.
She came to my house for tea.

Now ask children the following questions:

 l Do you know another word for quarrel?

 l Why do you think the poet called this poem a small quarrel?

 l What do you think the quarrel was about?

 l Why do you think the poet didn’t tell us this?

 l What words best describe the behaviour of the friends when they were not being kind to one another? 
(e.g. mean, nasty, unkind, uncaring, thoughtless …)

Oral recount 
Ask the class, have you ever had a quarrel with a friend? When? Why? How did you feel? What happened in 
the end? Encourage children to share their recounts in pairs.

Talking tennis 
Have children move around the classroom until they fi nd a new friend who has something in common with 
them, e.g. you live in the same area, you like the same TV programme, you both have the same favourite 
pastime, have a love of animals, have the same pet, like the same colour, have a birthday in the same month, 
have the same favourite food, etc.

Have each child tell the class what they have in common. Pairs then stand and face each other, with each 
child in turn saying one thing that a good / bad friend would do. The winner is the person who can keep going 
longest, e.g.

A good friend is someone who shares nice things with you.
A bad friend is someone who talks about you behind your back.
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Lesson 3

 Digital poster: (Explore mode) Talk and discussion
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Ask the class:

 l Which children do you think are best friends? Why?

 l Do you think the children who are skipping are good friends?

 l Which children do you think are better friends – the children who are painting the wall or the children 
who are playing tag? Why?

 l Are all the children good friends? Can you see anyone who is a bad friend?

Group talking task: Best buddies? 
Organise children in pairs or groups of three, and encourage them to choose one pair / small group of children 
from the poster. The groups then recreate that part of the poster as a still image and give their image a title.

Each group presents their still image to the class. One by one, tap each individual in the image on the 
shoulder. The child who has been tapped then tracks their character’s thoughts aloud, e.g. 

Pair chosen: Girl helping friend who has fallen.

Image title: A helping hand.

Thought-tracking – girl on the ground: ‘Oh dear, I think I have cut my knee. This is so scary and painful. 
It’s good that my kind and caring friend is here to help.’

Thought-tracking – helpful friend: ‘Here, let me give you a hand / help you up. It will be all right. We can go 
and get a plaster for your sore knee and soon you will feel a whole lot better.’

Digital poster (Activity mode): Choose the activity 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Ask children to choose the lunchtime activities from the list given. 
Briefl y discuss the reasons for their decisions.

The activities listed are:

Doing homework, skipping, eating lunch, gardening, playing ball games, dancing, reading, scuba diving, 
playing running games, exercising, talking to my friends, watching a movie.

Storytime 
Play the story Frog and Toad are Friends by Arnold Lobel for the class: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OWIwUGAJs2U. After, ask the class the following questions: 

 l What did Toad do for Frog that showed he was a good friend?

 l Would you say Frog and Toad were good friends or best friends? Why?

 l What would you do to make your friend feel better?
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Group talking task: What would you do if …? 
Organise children in groups and present them with a friendship dilemma. Ask them to discuss and decide in 
their groups what they should do in each scenario. Examples are given below.

 l Example 1: Emily’s birthday party is on Saturday. She is your best friend and you are invited to the party. 
However, she has not invited Aimee, who is also a good friend of yours, because she doesn’t like Aimee. 
What should you do?

 l Example 2: Mark is playing with his skateboard at home when his friend Peter comes over. Peter wants to 
have a go on the skateboard because he doesn’t have one of his own. Mark shares the skateboard with 
Peter, but Peter won’t give it back to him because he is having so much fun. What should Mark do?

Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)  
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘With a Friend’
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘With a Friend’ by Vivian Gouled: 

With a Friend
By Vivian Gouled

I can talk with a friend
and walk with a friend
and share my umbrella
in the rain.
I can play with a friend
and stay with a friend
and learn with a friend
and explain.
I can eat with a friend
and compete with a friend
and even sometimes
disagree.
I can ride with a friend
and take pride with a friend.
A friend can mean
so much to me!
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Group talking task: Imaginary friend 
Organise children in groups of four. Give one child in each group a piece of paper. Each child carries out one of 
the instructions below, then passes the paper to the next child in the group for the next instruction, and so on 
until they have created an imaginary friend.

 l Draw an outline of your friend.

 l Write in adjectives to describe your friend.

 l List / draw things you like to do with your imaginary friend.

 l Describe how you feel when you are with your imaginary friend. Put in symbols or draw emojis to express 
these feelings.

 l Give your friend a name.

Ask the group to recount to the rest of the class an adventure they had with their friend.

PE9054_Starlight OL Lesson Plan 2019 2nd_TB.indb   16 30/01/2019   12:47



2nd Class Oral Language Lesson Plans 17

Class 2nd Theme Animals
Unit 3 Subtheme Animals of the rainforest       
Unit genre Report 
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: rainforest, butterfl y, canopy, plant, anteater, 

tribesman, understory
Tier 2 examples: jaguar, boa constrictor, toucan, orang utan, iguana

Lesson resources Multimedia links

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Pair talking tasks: Oral recount

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Describe me
Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice 
questions
Group task: Responding to information

Lesson 2 Digital poster: Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Supporting story
Group task: Find the adjectives

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘The Sloth’
Let’s write a cinquain

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode) 
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the children’s 
ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask the children the following questions:

 l Look at the toucan in the poster. Describe it. (Encourage the use of colour, size, texture, doing (verbs) 
and position (preposition) words in their description) Pick another animal and ask the children for a 
description. 

 l Describe an animal for the children to name (e.g. This animal is very smooth and long. It moves quickly 
along the ground and can curl himself up into a coil.)

 l Ask the children to describe an animal aloud for the rest of the class to name. (Encourage the use of 
colour, size, texture, doing (verbs) and position (preposition) words in their description.) 

 l Look at the red-eyed frog. How is it different from the frogs we see in Ireland? (Encourage the children to 
use language of comparison in their answer.)

 l Sort and classify animals in different ways (e.g. tail / no tail, wings / no wings, can climb trees / cannot 
climb trees, etc.) 

 l Which animal do you think is the fastest / slowest?

 l Compare the picture of the rainforest to the picture where the trees are cut down.

 l Play a game of I Spy: ‘I spy with my little eye something beginning with … s (snake), l (leopard), 
c (canopy), t (tree), r (red-eyed frog), m (monkey)’.
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Opposites

Ask the children to list the opposites of the following words:

hot (cold); wet (dry); light (dark, heavy); tall (small, short); many (few); walking (running); some (few); 
over (under); down (up); wild (tame, calm)

Pair talking tasks: Oral recount 
Discuss with the children what it might be like to live in the rainforest. Where would you sleep? What would 
you eat? What would you do? What would you see? Organise the children into pairs and ask them to create 
an oral report entitled ‘My Day in the Rainforest’.

Lesson 2

Digital poster: Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster: Question mode 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children briefl y. 

Q1. What is the man in the photo holding?

Q2. What animals live in the canopy of the rainforest?

Q3. What is the largest rainforest in the world?

Q4. Why does the canopy get so much sunlight?

Q5. What is the area between the canopy and the forest fl oor called?

Q6. What has been happening to rainforests over the past 50 years?

Q7. Why is the forest fl oor of the rainforest so dark?

Q8. Why do you think so many plants grow in the rainforest?

Q9. Why do so few people live in rainforests?

Q10. How are the plants and animals in the rainforest different from the plants and animals in Ireland?

Supporting story 
Play Eric Carle’s story “Slowly, Slowly, Slowly,” said the Sloth for the children: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N9v5xzU1T9U 

After listening to the story being read, ask the children to discuss the following as a class, or in groups:

 l What kinds of animals are found in the rainforest?

 l What do you know about the rainforest?

 l What does ‘slothful’ mean?

 l Why is it important to save the rainforest?

 l How can we help preserve the rainforest?

 l Why does the sloth refuse to run and play with the other animals?

 l The sloth does not answer when the other animals, except for the jaguar, speak to him – why not?

 l Name some things that people do slowly.
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 l Where did the sloth sleep and how did he sleep?

 l How do you sleep?

 l How many of you would like to sleep in a tree?

 l Where might you see a sloth?

Group task: Find the adjectives
Replay the story. Ask the children to write down all the descriptive words (adjectives) used in the story to 
describe the sloth and how he moves. Then, organise the children into groups and ask them to discuss their 
answers. Make a word bank of all the adjectives they have recorded.

Lesson 3

 Digital poster: Talk and discussion
Go to the Explore mode with the children again. This time, focus on describing words (adjectives).

Describe me!
On the board, put up the names of the different animals in the poster: toucan, monkey, iguana, butterfl y, 
leopard, snake, anteater, red-eyed frog. Under the name of each animal write a number 1–8. Then write each 
number on a piece of paper and put the pieces of paper into a bag. Ask the fi rst child to come up and pick out 
a number. The child must then say a sentence about the animal that corresponds to that number, e.g. have 
colourful wings. Record the sentence on the board next to the relevant animal name. Put the number back 
into the bag each time. If the same number comes out, that child must add a different sentence to the animal 
description, e.g. I have colourful wings. I fl y from tree to tree. I live in the rainforest. 

Digital poster: Multiple-choice questions
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Listen to each multiple-choice question and discuss the possible 
answers with the children. Select the correct answer in order to move on to the next question.

Q1.
A1.

Click on the animal that lives in the canopy.
Toucan / Boa constrictor / Jaguar / Anteater

Q2. 
A2.

Click on the animal that lives on the forest fl oor. 
Monkey / Boa constrictor / Iguana / Anteater

Q3. 
A3.

Click on the animal that lives in the understory.
Iguana / Monkey / Red-eyed tree frog / Jaguar

Group task: Responding to information 
Organise the children into groups. Prior to showing the YouTube clip below, ask them to create a KWL chart. 
Ask them to record what they already know about sloths having looked at the poster and having read the 
story, “Slowly, Slowly, Slowly,” said the Sloth. Next, ask the children to decide, in their groups, what else they 
would like to know, and then ask them to record this on their KWL chart. 

Now, show the children this clip of a sloth: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OTp8W251aiQ

After watching the clip, ask the children to discuss in their individual groups what they have learned. 
Did they learn anything from the video that they wanted to know? Ask them to record what they learned 
so as to complete their KWL charts.

Now, ask the groups to orally share the outcomes of their KWL charts with the whole class. Discuss and 
compare.
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Lesson 4

Digital poster: Label mode  
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Ask the children to take turns dragging the labels 
onto the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster: ‘The Sloth’  
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘The Sloth’ by Theodore Roethke:

 The Sloth
By Theodore Roethke

In moving slow he has no Peer.
You ask him something in his Ear,
He thinks about it for a Year,

And, then, before he says a Word
There, upside down (unlike a Bird),
He will assume that you have Heard

A most Ex-as-per-at-ing Lug.
But should you call his manner Smug,
He’ll sigh and give his Branch a Hug;

Then off again to Sleep he goes,
Still swaying gently by his Toes,
And you just know he knows he knows.

Let’s write a cinquain 

Ask the children to orally create a cinquain on the topic of animals as a whole class.

Model and scaffold the creation of a cinquain on the whiteboard. Explain to the children that a cinquain 
consists of:

 l One-word title that names the subject of the poem – Dog

 l Two-word phrase to describe the subject – Best friend

 l Three-word phrase telling something about the topic (e.g. Something it can do) – Fetch, run, beg

 l Four-word phrase describing a feeling about the topic – Lovable bundle of fur

 l One-word which refers back to the title/gives another name for the subject – Canine

Ask the class to perform the cinquain aloud. 

Extension activity: organise the children into groups or pairs and ask them to devise their own cinquains using 
the template above.
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Class 2nd Theme Animals
Unit 4 Subtheme Crocodiles and snakes
Unit genre Report 
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: grass snake, prey, fangs, webbed feet, crocodile,

eggs, leather, scales, buffalo
Tier 2 examples: cold-blooded, vertebrates, species, extraordinary, 
predators, camoufl aging, poisonous, stealthy, unsuspecting

Lesson resources Multimedia links

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Digital poster (Story mode) 
Ssssounds suspicioussss!
Silly sentences

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Digital poster (Activity mode): True or false?
Group talking task: Talking snakes

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Storytime
Compare and contrast

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘If You Should 
Meet a Crocodile’
Group task: Crocodile haikus

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Before revealing the poster to the class, read them the following riddle:

I have no legs but I’m not a worm
I have scales but I don’t weigh things
I sometimes have a rattle but I’m not a baby
I’m sometimes an adder but I don’t have a calculator
I scare many people but I’m not a spider

Ask children the following questions:

 l Can you guess what animal this might be?

 l What clues does the riddle give us?

 l What part of the snake can we see? (Fangs) Do you know another word for fangs? (Teeth)

Display the poster, and zoom in on or spotlight the webbed feet of the crocodile. Ask:

 l Can you guess what animal this might be?

 l Do you know what we call these animals? (Reptiles)

Now focus on the whole poster. Ask the children:

 l Can you name the reptiles on the poster? 

 l Are there other animals which are reptiles? (Chameleon, turtle, iguana, lizard, gecko, etc.)
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 l What can we learn about what reptiles have in common by looking at the poster? (e.g. their habitat – 
swamps, deserts, tropical forests; their young – hatched from eggs; what they eat – carnivores, can’t bite 
food so they have to swallow their prey whole, have fl exible jaws so they can eat prey bigger than their 
head; breathe oxygen; are cold-blooded; long-living, etc.)

 l Is there anything on the poster that you fi nd extrordinary / unusual? Why do you think so?

Digital poster (Story mode)
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Ssssounds suspicioussss! 
Ask the class, what sounds does a snake make? (Hissing) Play some of the other sounds snakes make for the 
class (growling, rubbing, shrieking, rattling, etc.) You will fi nd some clips included in this article: 
http://mentalfl oss.com/article/68816/6-sssecrets-snake-sound-scientissst

Next, ask the class the following questions:

 l What snake words do you know that start with a ‘s’ sound? (e.g. slither, slide, slippery, skin, scales, 
swamp, sunlight, stripes, spots, stealthy, silky, swim, squash, suffocate, soak, survive, etc.) 
Can you make a hissing snake sound as you speak the words?

 l What words can you think of that rhyme with ‘snake’? (e.g. Jake, bake, cake, drake, fake, lake …)

 l Chant or sing some snake songs / rhymes, emphasising the sssss sound whenever you say a word 
with the sound in it. Think about what we can learn from these rhymes about snakes 

See below for some examples of snake-themed rhymes, songs and fi ngerplays.

‘I Am a Snake’
I have no legs. I have no arms. (arms down close to body)
I can take off my skin. (pretend to pull off skin)
I wiggle my tongue. (wiggle tongue)
I’m very, very thin. (hands on ribs, slide them down)
I can open my mouth so wide. (open mouth)
And eat my dinner whole. (rub tummy)
I can curl up nice and tight, (squat down low)
Or stretch out like a pole. (stretch up tall)

‘A Silly, Slippery Snake’
(sung to the tune of ‘If You’re Happy and You Know It’)
Oh, I wish I was a silly, slippery snake.
Oh, I wish I was a silly, slippery snake.
Oh I’d slither across the fl oor,
And I’d slip under the door
Oh, I wish I was a silly, slippery snake.

Have children recite ‘The Crocodile’ by Lewis Carroll. Ask them, how would a crocodile speak? 
(Snapping teeth, wide open jaws, etc.) Encourage children to accompany the poem with appropriate actions.
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The Crocodile
By Lewis Carroll

How doth the little crocodile 
Improve his shining tail, 
And pour the waters of the Nile 
On every golden scale!
How cheerfully he seems to grin!
How neatly spread his claws, 
And welcomes little fi shes in 
With gently smiling jaws!

Silly sentences 
Play this video for the class: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQSdHBusHpE (start at 2 minutes).

Now ask children listen to these silly sentences. Encourage them to use the information they learned from the 
poster, the riddle, the rhymes and everything else they know about reptiles to explain why these sentences 
are silly.

 l A reptile likes to play scales on the piano. Reptiles don’t play scales, they have scales on their skin.

 l Snakes and crocodiles live in houses with central heating. Snakes and crocodiles are cold-blooded 
animals and need sunlight to keep them warm.

 l Crocodiles like to eat dinner from a bony plate. Crocodiles have bony plates on their backs; they don’t eat 
from them.

 l Snakes have smelly tongues. Snakes don’t have smelly tongues, they use their tongues to smell.

 l A snake carries a knife and fork in its mouth. A snake’s tongue is forked; it doesn’t have a fork in it. 

 l Baby snakes play with rattles. One type of snake is a rattlesnake.

Now organise children in pairs and have them face each other. Children must take turns to say one sentence 
about reptiles. Their partner must say whether it is a silly sentence or not and explain why.

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.
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Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y. 

Q1. What kind of animals do you see in the top half of this poster?

Q2. What kind of animals do you see in the bottom half of this poster?

Q3. Are the animals on this poster cold-blooded or warm-blooded?

Q4. How do grass snakes hide from predators?

Q5. What do crocodiles like to eat?

Q6. Can you think of one amazing thing that a snake can do?

Q7. What have scientists discovered about some snake venom?

Q8. Do you think that crocodiles are clever hunters? Why?

Q9. Why do you think this poster shows a photo of leather items such as a handbag, shoes and a belt?

Q10. Do you think it is a good idea for scientists to study animals like these? Why?

Storytime 
Play the story Miles and Miles of Reptiles by Dr Seuss for the whole class: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d0zU-TKczqA

Ask children to listen to the sounds in the words ‘snake’ and ‘crocodile’. 

 l Can you hear a hard ‘k’ sound? (Repeat the words, emphasising the ‘k’ sound.)

 l Can you think of any other words associated with snakes, crocodiles and reptiles that feature this hard ‘k’ 
sound? Listen to the story and you will hear lots of these words (e.g. scales, cold-blooded, cool, carnivores, 
camoufl age, coil, suffocate, cobra, anaconda, coral snake, corn snake, cottonmouth snake, boa constrictor, 
gecko, skink, chameleon, covered, colour, soak, bask, scare, fl ick, etc). Talk about how we make the ‘k’ 
sound – sometimes with a ‘k’, or a ‘c’, or a ‘ch’, or a ‘ck’.

Compare and contrast 
Focus on the large picture of a snake and the large picture of a crocodile in the poster. Compare and contrast 
similarities and differences between them, focusing on size, shape, length, colour and features (eyes, legs, 
feet, skin, teeth, jaws, tails). What differences did you hear in the story?

Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Focus on the crocodile images at the bottom of the poster. 
Zoom in on the second image from the left on the bottom row. Organise the children in pairs and ask them 
the following questions:

 l Which of the crocodile’s features is the most prominent? (Eyes)

 l What word would you use to describe a crocodile’s eyes? (Protruding)

 l What is unusual about crocodile eyes? (Can see underwater and at night, are positioned so that they can 
see all around them, have thick reinforced eyelids for protections, can retract – draw back – their eyeballs 
if they are being attacked, etc.)
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 l Do crocodiles cry? (Crocodiles shed tears sometimes after attacking prey or eating if their eyes need to 
be lubricated). Does this mean that crocodiles are sad when they catch their prey? (Sometimes we say 
someone is crying crocodile tears when they cry but the cry is fake because they are not really sad at all, 
but crying to get attention.)

 l Turn to your partner. Share a story about a time when someone you know shed crocodile tears!

Group talking task: Talking snakes! 
Show the class this clip from Harry Potter in which Harry talks to a snake: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2oIXSgqUjk  

Now ask the class the following questions:

 l Do you think this is extraordinary? Why?

 l Would you like to have magic powers that enable you to talk to a snake? Why?

Organise children in pairs and have each pair prepare a report about the incident for the 6 O’Clock News on 
RTÉ. Ask them to ensure that their reports include the following:

 l Headline: A title which is catchy and grabs your listeners’ attention

 l Name of presenters

 l Who the report is about, what happened, where it happened, when it happened

 l Comment on why this was an unusual incident.

Pairs then present their reports to the class, focusing on pace, volume and expression. Encourage children 
to speak at a pace that their listeners can follow and at a volume that everyone can hear, making their 
presenting voices as interesting as possible so that their listeners don’t get bored. 

Digital poster (Activity mode): True or false? 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Ask children to listen to the statements and decide whether each one is 
true or false. Briefl y discuss the justifi cation for choosing their answers before moving on.

Reptiles are warm-blooded animals. False

Grass snakes use camoufl age to hide their bodies. True

Crocodiles have webbed feet. True

There are 1,000 different species of snake in the world. False

When snakes shed their skin, there is new skin waiting underneath. True

All snakes are poisonous. False

Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)  
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.
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Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘If You Should Meet a Crocodile’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘If You Should Meet a Crocodile’ by Christine F Fletcher: 

If You Should Meet a Crocodile
By Christine F Fletcher

If you should meet a crocodile,
Don’t take a stick and poke him;
Ignore the welcome in his smile,
Be careful not to stroke him.
For as he sleeps upon the Nile,
He thinner gets and thinner;
And whenever you meet a crocodile
He’s ready for his dinner.

Speak the poem together using appropriate pace and expression.

Listen for words ending in ‘-ile’ (crocodile, smile, Nile). Ask the children to think of other words ending in ‘-ile’ 
(e.g. mile, tile, stile, mobile, while, fi le, pile …).

Group task: Crocodile haikus 
As a whole class, create a crocodile haiku. Explain to the class that a haiku is a poem with just three lines.

The fi rst line has fi ve syllables, the second line has seven syllables, and the third line has fi ve syllables, e.g.:

Crocodile reptile
Has a very scary smile
Sheds crocodile tears

Now organise children in groups, and challenge each group to create a snake haiku. Encourage children to 
use words with the ‘k’ sound in them in their haiku.
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Class 2nd Theme Work
Unit 5 Subtheme People at work
Unit genre Narrative 
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: offi ces, restaurants, parcels, fl orist, 

postboxes, welcome
Tier 2 examples: investigate, incidents, construct, 
arrangements, creative

Lesson resources Multimedia links

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Pair talking tasks

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and 
discussion 
Group talking tasks
Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity

Lesson 2 Digital poster: (Story mode) Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Don’t Say a Word!
Same / Different

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Sir’s a Secret 
Agent’
Research and report

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode)
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the children’s 
ability level.

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask the children the following questions:

 l What do you think this poster is about? (People at work)

 l What do we call what people do when they are at work? (A job)

 l Can you think of another word which means the same as job? (Occupation)

 l What do we call a person at work? (Worker)

 l Name all the occupations you see on the poster.

 l What occupations can you see on the poster that end in ‘er’ (Teacher, builder, farmer, driver, hairdresser, 
waiter/waitress); ‘ist’ (typist, scientist, fl orist)

 l Can you think of any jobs people do that we can’t see on the poster?

Zoom in on the picture of the teacher on the poster

 l Talk about the teacher, eliciting as much as possible from the children about where the teacher works – 
location (school, classroom), what the teacher does – action words (teaches, helps children to learn, asks 
questions, gives / assigns work / activities / tests, corrects homework), equipment the teacher uses (books, 
pictures, charts, games, fl ashcards, whiteboard, computer / laptop)

 l Repeat with the other occupations, focusing on location, actions, equipment, uniform / protective clothing (e.g. 
actions – garda protects, scientist investigates / experiments / researches, postperson collects / delivers, offi ce 
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worker types / fi les / takes notes / sends emails, builder builds / constructs, fl orist creates bouquets / arranges 
fl owers, farmer shears / milks / tends / grows, chef cooks, hairdresser cuts / styles, waitress (waiter) serves, 
bus driver drives / transports); equipment (e.g. walkie-talkie, microscope, postbag, laptop, trowel …)

 l Play a game of I Spy, asking children to identify an occupation where someone is protecting / 
investigating / encouraging / explaining / collecting / constructing / creating / styling / serving / 
transporting / cutting / shearing / assembling, etc

Pair talking tasks 
Model these talking tasks with the children as a whole class. When the children are familiar with the format, 
encourage them to play the games in pairs, swapping roles as questioner and responder.

Can you fi nd?

Ask children to fi nd an occupation on the poster where people work indoors / outdoors; need a vehicle; work 
alone / with others (co-operate / collaborate); talk a lot / a little; mostly use their hands / legs / eyes; need to 
concentrate; meet people they have never met before; provide a service to the public…

When I Grow Up

With their partners, have children discuss what they want to be when they grow up, e.g.:

Child A: What would you like to be when you grow up?

Child B: When I grow up, I would like to be … because …

Children then switch roles and repeat.

Next, ask children to move around the classroom and see if they can fi nd someone who would like to have 
the same occupation as you when you are older, e.g. Would you like to be a … when you grow up? Children 
exchange reasons why each would like this occupation and share their fi ndings with the rest of the class, 
e.g. I have discovered that M would also like to be a hairdresser when she grows up because she loves to 
style people’s hair.

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.
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Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y.

Q1. Look at the lady in the top row of photos. What do you think her job is?

Q2. Look at the last photo on the bottom row. What job does this person have?

Q3. Look at the man with a hairdryer in the bottom row of photos. What job does this person have?

Q4. Why do farmers shear sheep?

Q5. Why do you think builders need to use special equipment?

Q6. Which of the people in the poster do you think is a scientist?

Q7. What kind of things do waiters and waitresses do in a restaurant?

Q8. Why do you think chefs need to be able to keep calm under pressure?

Q9. Which of the jobs on this poster would you most like to have? Why?

Q10. Which of the jobs on this poster would you least like to have? Why?

Don’t Say a Word! 
Organise children in pairs, seated facing one another. Child B has his or her back to the whiteboard, Child A 
is facing the whiteboard. Reveal only one of the images on the poster. The object of the game is for Child A to 
get Child B to name the occupation revealed, but Child A is forbidden from naming the occupation and using 
certain words, e.g. target occupation builder, forbidden words brick.

Child A: The person I am looking at works outdoors and constructs buildings

Child B: I think the person you are looking at is a builder

Children then switch roles and places. Reveal a new image and repeat the activity.

This game can be adapted by reducing / increasing the number of forbidden words / focusing on only one 
aspect / many aspects of the job description.

Same / Different 
Reveal the images of the offi ce worker and the chef. Focus on how these occupations are similar / different, 
eliciting as many responses as possible from the class: e.g. both indoors; you need to use your hands a lot; 
you need to concentrate; one is wearing a uniform and the other is not; one uses a laptop and the other uses 
cooking appliances and utensils; one is in an offi ce and the other is in a kitchen.

Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Reveal the whole poster. This time, focus on the headgear that 
people wear at work. Ask children the following questions:

 l Can you see people on the poster who wear a hat when they are working? (Garda, builder, farmer, chef)

 l Can you describe the hats the people wear? (e.g. peaked cap, hard hat, fl at cap, tall white chef’s hat) 

 l Take a look at this picture and name all the clothes a professional chef needs to wear: 
http://www.salonculinaire.com/chef3.jpg Chef coat, pants / trousers, cravat / necktie, apron, dish cloth, 
chef hat – also called a ‘toque (pronounced ‘toke’) blanche’. Ask children, how are a chef’s clothes the 
same as / different from the clothes we normally wear?
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Group talking tasks 
Tackle a Toque

Play the following clip for the class: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=khkYdsPlt_0

Explain that each group is going to make their own toque blanche. Each group must decide what materials 
they will need to make it.

Assign members of the group to organise these materials.

Decide who will take each of the following roles: Folder, Cutter, Stapler, Decorator, Instructor. 

As the video is playing, the instructor speaks aloud the instructions on how to make a chef’s hat. Pause the 
video while each instruction is being followed.

One child in each group models their toque blanche for the rest of the class!

What’s my Line?

Have each member of the group mime an occupation which requires a hat (e.g. nurse, king / queen, clown, 
jockey, sailor, pirate, cowboy, witch). Other group members identify the occupation and describe the hat 
(e.g. you are a clown and you wear a tall, triangular hat with lots of decorations and different colours and a 
bobble on top).

Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Ask children to sort the items shown based on whether they belong to 
a hairdresser, a teacher or a scientist. Encourage them to justify the reasoning behind their selections.

The items shown are: 
microscope
globe
blowdryer and straightener
books
mirror
art supplies
scissors
beaker
whiteboard pen
test tubes
hair clippers
rulers
gloves
curling brush
protective eyewear

Lesson 4

Digital poster  
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.
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Digital poster:  ‘Sir’s a Secret Agent’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘Sir’s a Secret Agent’  by Tony Langham: 

Sir’s a Secret Agent
By Tony Langham

Sir’s a secret agent
He’s licensed to thrill
At Double-Oh Sevening
He’s got bags of skill.
He’s tall, dark and handsome
With a muscular frame
Teaching’s his profession
But Danger’s his game!
He’s cool and he’s calm
When he makes a decision
He’s a pilot, sky-diver
And can teach long-division.
No mission’s too big
No mission’s too small
Schoolkids, mad scientists
He takes care of them all.
He sorts out the villains
The spies and the crooks
Then comes back to school
And marks all our books!

Encourage the children to read the poem with appropriate pacing and intonation.

Research and Report 
Assign a talking homework task. Encourage children to fi nd the name and any other details (e.g. location, 
actions, equipment, clothing) of an occupation of a family member / neighbour / character on TV, etc. 

Each child then must make an oral report to the class including everything they know about the occupation. 
Scaffold children to include a title, at least three pieces of information about the occupation, and a concluding 
remark indicating if this is an occupation the child would like and why.
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Class 2nd Theme Work
Unit 6 Subtheme Unusual jobs
Unit genre Narrative 
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: coastguard, athlete, ski instructor, artist, 

trapeze artist, scuba diver, ballerina
Tier 2 examples: archaeologist, volcanologist, conduct, theatrical, 
artefacts, eruptions, civilisations, investigations, equipment, winch, safety features, persuade, however

Lesson resources Multimedia links

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Pair talking task: Opposites word tennis 
Pair talking task: In my opinion … (comparative / 
superlative)

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and 
discussion 
Digital poster (Activity mode): Who am I?
Group talking task: Burning with curiosity

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Trapeze artist
Persuade me

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘I’m a Pirate 
Ballerina’
Design a tutu

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode) 
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask children the following questions:

 l Do you see any of the jobs you mentioned in Unit 5 on this poster?

 l What is different about these jobs? (They are unusual, meaning not common – fewer people have 
these jobs.)

 l Look at the word ‘unusual’. Do you notice anything unusual about that word?

Draw children’s attention to the prefi x ‘un’. Explain that when we put ‘un’ at the start of a word it can mean 
‘not’ and change the meaning of the word, giving us the opposite meaning. Elicit some examples from the 
children. Ask the children to name as many jobs as possible from the poster. Encourage them to name the job / 
occupation and indicate clearly the correct picture. (e.g. scuba diver, coastguard, professional athlete, trapeze 
artist, volcanologist, archaeologist, special agent, stunt person, artist, ballet dancer; fi rst picture on the top 
row; in between; underneath, beside, after, etc. …)

Zoom in on the two pictures on the bottom row depicting an archaeologist / volcanologist. Ask children the 
following questions: 

 l Listen to the names of these two workers. Can you hear a similar sound in the words used? (-ologist). 
This tells us that this is a person who studies the past by examining artefacts/volcanoes. 

 l Can you name any other occupations that end in ‘-ologist’? (e.g. biologist, cardiologist, dermatologist, 
palaeontologist, seismologist, zoologist, etc. …)
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Spotlight one row of the poster at a time. Talk about each occupation on that row, eliciting as much as 
possible from the children about location (e.g. under water, on the track, at sea, in the air, on top of the 
mountain, on location, in the theatre, at the volcano …), action words (e.g. investigates, rescues, winches, 
competes, entertains, researches, detects, protects, performs, paints, dances …), equipment (e.g. oxygen tank, 
winch, trapeze, skis, walkie-talkie, palette …) clothing (e.g. wet suit, fl ippers, runners, ski jacket, goggles, tutu, 
gloves, apron, dark glasses …). Have a discussion about similarities and differences between the jobs. 

Play a game of I spy with the class, searching for: 

 1. An occupation where someone is: in a certain location

 2. An occupation where someone does: a particular action

 3. An occupation where someone uses: a piece of equipment

 4. An occupation where someone is wearing: a type of clothing

Pair talking task: Opposites word tennis 
Organise children in pairs and have them play a game of word tennis, using words starting with ‘un’ 
(e.g. unable, unbelievable, uncertain, uncomfortable, unexpected, unkind, unlucky, unpack, unsafe, unwell, etc.)

Partner A says the root word, e.g. tidy. Partner B must say the ‘un’ version of the word, i.e. untidy. 

Children then swap roles and repeat the activity.

The pair that continues for the longest time without running out of words wins the game.

Pair talking task: In my opinion … (comparative / superlative) 
Organise children in pairs and have them take turns comparing professions in the poster using superlatives, 
e.g. this occupation is more … interesting / dangerous / important / creative than … that occupation. See 
sample dialogues:

Partner A: In my opinion, being a scuba diver is more interesting than being a ballet dancer because …

Partner B: I agree / disagree, because …

Children then swap roles and repeat using ‘the most’.

Partner B: In my opinion, being an archaeologist is the most interesting occupation because …

Partner A: I agree / disagree because …

Children swap roles:

Partner A: In my opinion, being a stunt person is more dangerous than a trapeze artist because …

Partner B: I agree / disagree because …

Children then swap roles and repeat using ‘the most’.

Partner B: In my opinion, being a volcanologist is the most dangerous occupation because …

Partner A: I agree / disagree because …
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Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap 
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y. 

Q1. What kind of job does the man swimming underwater have?

Q2. Look at the dancers in the middle row. What kind of dancing is this?

Q3. Look at the photo of the children in the bottom row. What are they doing?

Q4. How do you think the scuba diver is taking notes underwater?

Q5. Which of the people in this poster do you think is a stuntman?

Q6. How do professional athletes keep their bodies in good shape?

Q7. Where might you see a trapeze artist performing?

Q8. Do you think archaeologists do an important job? Why?

Q9. Which of the jobs on this poster do you think could be dangerous?

Q10. Which of the jobs on this poster do you think would be exciting?

Trapeze artist 
Play a clip from a trapeze act, e.g. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hGH8R3mRzzk

Describe the movements that trapeze artists need to make (e.g fl ip, twist, spin, swing, fl y through the air …).

Next, play this clip from the Curiosity Correspondent, learning to be a trapeze artist.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1q-D4DT1OQ 

Now ask children the following questions:

 l When the instructor said ready / hop … what did he mean?

 l What safety features were in place? Why?

 l What did you learn about becoming a trapeze artist?

 l Have you ever been to the circus? Have you ever seen a fl ying trapeze? Turn to your partner and tell them 
about it.

 l At home, explain to someone who doesn’t know what a trapeze artist is and how someone would learn to 
become one (procedural narrative). Use the present tense. Rehearse what you will say with your partner.
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Persuade me! 
Explain to the children the meaning of ‘to persuade’ – to try and convince someone to do something by giving 
them reasons why they should do that thing.

With the whole class, brainstorm the arguments for becoming a trapeze artist. Identify the advantages / 
disadvantages of that occupation. Now organise children in pairs. Ask one child to try to persuade the other 
to become a trapeze artist, giving two reasons why it would be a good occupation. Their partner then argues 
against them by giving two reasons why it would not be a good idea. Encourage some children to present 
their interactions to the class.

Where necessary, scaffold the children by using sentence frames, e.g. 

 l Let me explain why you should become a trapeze artist.

 l The best thing about becoming a trapeze artist is …

 l I think you should decide to be a trapeze artist because …

 l I don’t think that I would like to be a trapeze artist because …

 l It may be true that … however …

Lesson 3

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster again. Begin a sentence about each of the pictures and encourage 
children to complete it with a description of the occupation it shows, e.g.:

A scuba diver … (searches underwater)

A coastguard … (rescues people in trouble on the water)

Next, spotlight and enlarge the image of the archaeologist. Ask children the following questions:

 l Where is the archaeologist?

 l What has she found? (A human skull)

 l What do you think might be the story of this artefact?

Scaffold the children to produce a narrative about the skull found by the archaeologist (including the 
who, what when, where, why, how; setting, character, plot, climax, conclusion).

Digital poster (Activity mode): Who am I? 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Ask children to listen to narrators speak and guess which profession 
each speaker has. Discuss the justifi cations for their answers briefl y before moving on.

My job is to dig up artefacts and study them so that I can fi nd out clues about the past. You could say that 
I’m a history detective. Who am I?

Archaeologist

My job may seem exciting but it can be very dangerous. I risk my life to protect powerful people, like 
presidents. Who am I?

Secret agent

In my job, you need special waterproof paper and a good underwater camera. Guess who! Scuba diver

I couldn’t do my job if I didn’t maintain a high level of fi tness through healthy eating and lots of exercise. 
I also love to compete. Can you guess who I am?

Professional athlete

My job takes me up close and personal with one of the Earth’s most powerful natural disasters. Who am I? Volcanologist

My job is about entertaining people. It takes a lot of skill and can be dangerous. I perform dancelike 
movements high up in the air. Guess who I am.

Trapeze artist
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Group talking task: Burning with curiosity 
Organise children in groups and ask each group to choose either the scuba diver image or the coastguard 
image. Each group must create a story which tells about what happened in the picture (e.g. treasure the 
scuba diver found / what happened before the coastguard had to winch someone out of the water).

Have each group pair with another group and exchange their stories.

Focus on the following in the poster: 

Nouns: scuba diver, coastguard, professional athlete, trapeze artist, volcanologist, archaeologist, special 
agent, stunt person, artist, ballet dancer, safety features, eruption, investigation, exploration 

Verbs: investigates, rescues, winches, competes, entertains, researches, detects, protects, performs, paints, 
dances, fl ip, twist, spin, swing, fl y

Conjunction: however

Adjectives: interesting, dangerous, important, creative, unable, unbelievable, uncertain, uncomfortable, 
unexpected, unkind, unlucky, unsafe, unwell

Opposites: usual / unusual

Comparative and superlative: more / most interesting, dangerous, important, creative

Prepositions: under, on, on top of, at in

Compound words: coastguard, waterproof, bodyguard

Ask children to describe the various items using increasingly complex syntax. 

Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode) 
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.
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Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘I’m a Pirate Ballerina’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘I’m a Pirate Ballerina’ by Kenn Nesbitt: 

I’m a Pirate Ballerina
By Kenn Nesbitt

I’m a pirate ballerina
on a pirate sailing ship.
In my purple pirate leotard
I like to spin and skip.
I prance around the poop deck
leaping lightly on my toes
in my purple pirate tutu
and my bustle and my bows.
I wiggle on the rigging
and I dance around the mast,
shouting, ‘Yo, ho, ho, me hearties!’
and, ‘Ahoy there!’ or ‘Avast!’
I’m sure you’d think it’s strange
to see me jump around and gyrate,
but this is rather normal
for a ballerina pirate.
If you wonder why I do this,
it’s a fairly simple answer …
My mother was a pirate
and my father was a dancer.

Speak the poem aloud with expression. Emphasise particularly the alliterative phrases, e.g. purple pirate, 
spin and skip, leaping lightly … Use appropriate intonation to represent the pirate speaking, e.g. Yo, ho, ho, me 
hearties, etc.

Design a tutu 
Organise children in small groups. Give each group one A3 sheet of blank paper. One child takes the role of 
illustrator. Other roles may include, for example, materials organiser, encourager, questioner, word wizard, 
co-ordinator, etc.

Have each group work together to design a pirate tutu for the pirate ballerina. When designing the tutu, 
encourage children to consider shape, size, colour, pattern, pirate features, etc. Each group then presents their 
tutu to the class, explaining their choices.
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Class 2nd Theme Shopping
Unit 7 Subtheme Christmas presents
Unit genre Procedure 
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: ham, presents, turkey, lights, candles, snowfl ake, 

Brussels sprouts, antlers, baubles, tree, Christmas crackers, 
Santa hat
Tier 2 examples: oblivious, mishap, opportunity

Lesson resources Oral language poster, Christmas tree template

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Pair talking task: Darragh’s dilemma

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and 
discussion
Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice 
questions
Group task: What are they saying?
Decorate the tree

Lesson 2 Digital poster: recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Oral recount: The day Grandad’s hat caught fi re 
Safety fi rst!

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Christmas secrets’ 
What is it? Feely bag activity

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode) 
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the children’s 
ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask the children the following questions:

 l How many different foods can you see on the table? What kind of foods are they? What foods do you like / 
dislike? Why?

 l How many people are happy in the story? Why do you think they are happy? Is there anyone who is not 
happy? Why is this?

 l Who is sitting next to Grandma? / Who is sitting across from Grandad? / Who is sitting beside Dad? / Who 
is standing next to Mum?

 l Tiddles the cat is oblivious to what is going on. What does this mean? Can you use oblivious in a 
sentence?

 l What did Darragh and Grandad win in their cracker? Do you pull crackers at Christmas? What have you 
won?

 l Can you think of a word you could use instead of gobbles / pounce / tucking into, etc?

Nouns Use the spotlight tool to focus on different items as they are named. Use the pen tool to categorise 
the various items after they have been named, e.g. food (turkey; ham; Brussels sprouts) decorations (baubles; 
lights; crackers; presents), clothing (bib; hat) 

Describe the various items using increasingly complex syntax. (Size; colour; shape; texture; position; action)
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Verbs, e.g. relaxing; gathering; carving; dishing; pouncing; tucking; pulling; burning; waiting; sitting; gobbling; 
noticing

Adverbs, e.g. quickly; softly

Adjectives, e.g. cosy; pretty; twinkling; green; festive; delicious; coloured; bright; twinkling

Prepositions, e.g. next to; across; around

Pair talking task: Darragh’s dilemma
Present the children with the following dilemma:

There are three presents, still wrapped, under the tree. Darragh does not want to eat his dinner – he wants to 
open the presents under the tree fi rst! He thinks the present he wanted the most is still under the tree.

How does Mum convince Darragh to eat his dinner fi rst? How might Darragh respond? Role-play the 
conversation that might happen between Mum and Darragh.

Children can then share their role play with the whole class or with another pair.

Lesson 2

Digital poster: Recap 
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode)
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y. 

Q1. Where are the family?

Q2. What is Dad doing?

Q3. Where is the cat?

Q4. Do you think Duffer the dog is hungry? Why?

Q5. Does Darragh like Brussels sprouts? How do you know?

Q6. Where do you think Darragh got his crown?

Q7. What is your favourite thing to eat on Christmas Day? Why?

Q8. What do you think Tiddles the cat is dreaming about?

Q9. What do you think Grandad will do when he realises his hat is on fi re?

Q10. What would you do if you saw something catching fi re?

Oral recount: The day Grandad’s hat caught fi re
Organise the children into pairs or groups and ask them to devise an oral recount of what happened after 
Grandad’s hat caught fi re. Ensure that the children include who, what, when, where, and how during their 
recount.

PE9054_Starlight OL Lesson Plan 2019 2nd_TB.indb   39 30/01/2019   12:47



2nd Class Oral Language Lesson Plans40

Starlight

Safety fi rst!
Organise the children into groups and ask them to describe the rules for fi re safety that are in place in their 
home. Have each group design a poster to communicate the rules. Share the posters with the whole class.

Lesson 3

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with the children again. This time, focus on vocabulary development.

Describe an object in the poster, e.g. start with ‘The Turkey’. Add one descriptive word – ‘The Large Turkey’. 
Then add another – ‘The Large Delicious Turkey’. Then add another ‘The Large Delicious Golden Turkey’. 
Then ask the children to select an object from the poster, e.g. the tree. Invite the children one at a time to add 
descriptive words to describe the tree, (e.g. bright; tall; green; colourful) Brussels sprouts (e.g. green; round; 
squishy; smelly) etc.

Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice questions 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Play each multiple-choice question for the children and see if they can 
correctly categorise the items that are associated with Christmas. Encourage them to provide explanations 
and justifi cations for their responses.

Q1.
A1.

Which of these are you most likely to be doing on Christmas morning?
Boy eating Easter eggs / Boy sleeping / Boy opening presents / Girl getting face painted

Q2.
A2.

Which of these would you be most likely to eat for Christmas dinner?
Turkey / pizza / salad / spaghetti

Q3.
A3.

Which one of these would you be most likely to have for dessert on Christmas day?
An ice cream cone / plum pudding / chocolate / barm brack

Q4.
A4.

Which of these activities are you most likely to do after Christmas dinner?
An Easter egg hunt / Watching a movie / Trick or treating / Going to a parade

Group task: What are they saying? 
Give the children a copy of the poster (see Lesson Resource 1). Ask them to draw speech or thought bubbles 
above each character’s head. What is Mum / Dad / Darragh thinking / saying? Ask the children to share and 
justify their ideas with the whole class. 

Decorate the tree 
Organise the children into pairs. Give each pair an outline drawing of a Christmas tree (see Lesson 
Resource 2).

Child A gives instructions to Child B to draw objects on the outline of the Christmas tree, e.g. Draw a large 
yellow star on top of the tree. On the bottom branch, draw three baubles – a yellow one, a green one and 
a blue one. Under the tree, draw three presents – two small and one large – and put the small presents to 
the right of the large present. Put a red stocking on the top branch, on the left. Put two candy canes on the 
branch below the star. Child B should then give instructions to Child A to do the same thing, based on what 
they have already drawn. Each pair should then compare their results.
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Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode) 
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have the children take turns dragging the labels 
onto the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Christmas Secrets’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘Christmas Secrets’ by Aileen Fisher:

Christmas Secrets
By Aileen Fisher

Secrets long and secrets wide,
Brightly wrapped and tightly tied,
Secrets fat and secrets thin,
Boxed and sealed and hidden in,
Some that rattle, some that squeak,
Some that caution ‘Do Not Peek’…
Hurry, Christmas, get here fi rst,
Get here fast… before we burst!

Organise the children into pairs or groups. Ask them to locate the rhyming pairs in the poem. Then ask the 
children what other rhyming words they can think of, e.g. wide and tied – side, hide, ride, etc. Ask the children 
to share the rhyming words they found with another pair / group, then with the rest of the class.

What is it? Feely bag activity 
Take an opaque bag, and then place some Christmas items (e.g. bauble; tinsel; star; a bow; a candle; candy 
cane; holly; etc.) in the bag. Ask one child to come to the font of the class, place his or her hand in the bag and 
feel one of the objects. 

Tell the children to ask questions to ascertain what the object is. Encourage the use of descriptive language 
that includes texture and size, e.g. It’s smooth and round and large; it’s long and silky; it’s hard and pointy, etc.
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Lesson Resource 1

PE9054_Starlight OL Lesson Plan 2019 2nd_TB.indb   42 30/01/2019   12:47



2nd Class Oral Language Lesson Plans 43

Starlight

Lesson Resource 2
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Class 2nd Theme Special occasions
Unit 8 Subtheme Birthdays
Unit genre Poetry 
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: birthday cake, speaker, party hat, candles,

presents, piñata, disco, dancing, sweets, jelly, fl ying saucer
Tier 2 examples: celebrate, hovering, overhead, slurping, gathering

Lesson resources Multimedia links

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Only joking!
Pair talking tasks: Compare and contrast; What’s 
in a name? 

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and 
discussion 
Digital poster (Activity mode): Spot the 
difference
Pair talking task
Group talking task: Out of this world!

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Storytime: Baloney (Henry P) 
Group talking task: Topsy-turvy talk

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘The Dragon’s 
Birthday Party’
Create an alien shape poem

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode) 
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Digital poster: (Explore mode) Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask children the following questions:

 l What do you think is happening in this picture? (A birthday party)

 l What are the clues that this is a birthday party? (‘party’, guests, cake, candles, gifts / presents, music, 
games, food)

 l Do you notice anything unusual about this birthday party? (Aliens; planet)

 l What do you think aliens might call us? (Earthlings)

Zoom in on the word ‘party’. Ask the children:

 l What word is this? Do you think it stands out in the poster? Why? What makes it stand out? (glowing / 
illuminated / neon lights). What does this tell us? (That a party is fun and exciting)

 l Can you think of another word for a party? (celebration, bash, feast, spree, festivity)

 l We say we are throwing a party. Does this mean that at a party we throw things around?

 l How do the guests at the party feel? (excited, delighted, thrilled, ecstatic, overjoyed, jubilant, elated, 
enthusiastic, exhilarated) How do you know?

 l We can say that a party is always a joyous occasion. Can you think of other joyous occasions? (a … is a 
joyous occasion because …)

 l When we say someone is excited, what do we mean? (Very enthusiastic or eager about something)
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 l Look carefully at the poster and see if you can fi nd all the characters we know. Where is Kal? (Towards 
the front of the poster, in the middle, between Jor and Zod); Pete? (Hovering overhead); Jor? (Below / 
beneath Pete, to the left, behind the cake); Zod? (On the right-hand side of the poster, beside the presents)

 l Look carefully at each of these characters in turn. Can you think of ONE describing word for each 
character? Why is this a particularly good word for this character? Make this task more challenging by 
choosing an adjective that starts with the same letter as the character name (e.g. kind / kooky / keen Kal, 
perfect / proper / peckish / peaceful Pete, jolly / jittery / jubilant Jor, zippy / zesty / zany Zod …)

Only joking!
Read the jokes out loud to the class, encouraging them to guess the answers. Ask children to try the jokes out 
on another class or someone at home. Ask children to invent their own alien jokes and share them with the 
class. Ideas for alien jokes could be:

 l How do you throw a party for an alien? You have to plan-et!

 l What kind of drinks do aliens like best? Gravi-tea!

 l What do aliens like to read? Comet books!

 l What do you call a Martian that can sing? Bruno Mars

Pair talking tasks 
Model these talking tasks with the children as a whole class. When the children are familiar with the format, 
organise them in pairs and ask them to play the games, swapping roles as questioner and responder.

Compare and contrast 

Explain to the children that when you compare things, you are saying how they are the same / alike / similar. 
You can use words such as: same, both, alike, also, as well as, in common. When you contrast things you 
are saying how they are different. You can use words such as: but, however, although, even though, unlike, 
instead. Now ask them to look carefully at the poster and identify fi ve ways in which the aliens are similar 
to earthlings and fi ve ways in which they are different. Ask children to share their ideas with the rest of 
the class, e.g. The aliens are similar to earthlings because they … are throwing a party / having fun / eating 
sweets / cake / drinking fi zzy drinks / dancing / playing games; have physical features such as faces / eyes / 
ears / teeth / limbs, etc.

The aliens are different from earthlings because they … have different colours / patterns / sizes / shapes / 
numbers of eyes / location of features, etc.

What’s in a name? 

Explain the meaning of this phrase to the children (the quality of something / someone is more important than 
what it is called). Zoom in on some of the other characters in the poster one at a time. For each character, 
pairs of children generate an appropriate name (this does not need to be a real name) and decide on an 
adjective to describe the character. (e.g. twisty Teno; loopy Lol; hungry Harriet; witty William, etc.)

Pairs share their suggestions to the class, justifying their choices.
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Lesson 2

Digital poster: (Story mode) Recap 
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode) 
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children briefl y. 

Q1. What kind of a party is this?

Q2. Where is the party taking place?

Q3. Which of these aliens is having a party?

Q4. Which planet does the piñata look like?

Q5. Why is Pete in the fl ying saucer?

Q6. Do you think Jor, the alien with all the legs, has a sweet tooth? Why do you think so?

Q7. How do you know that Zod is a clumsy alien?

Q8. What kind of music do you think is playing at this party?

Q9. Do you think this looks like a fun party? Why do you think so?

Q10. Would you like to be invited to an alien birthday party? Why or why not?

Storytime: Baloney (Henry P.) 
Play the story Baloney (Henry P.) by Jon Scieska for the whole class. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRtPYSW3xcE

Now ask children the following questions:

 l What do you think this story might be about? Why? (Baloney is another word for nonsense)

 l Where is the school? How do you know?

 l Is Henry P. Baloney a good name for Henry? Why?

 l What do you think the ‘P’ might stand for?

 l Do you notice anything about how the characters in the story are talking? Can you talk like that? How is 
it different from how earthlings talk? (Slower, sounds the same all the time / less expressive, sounds like 
there is an echo, etc.)

Encourage the children to respond to some of the following questions in an alien voice:

 l Henry’s teacher called Henry’s excuse ‘unbelievable’ and a ‘tall tale’. Would you agree?

 l What word did Henry P. use for a pencil? (zimulis); desk? (deski)

 l Do you know any other words we use for a pencil / desk? 
[Encourage children to say these words in Gaeilge, and encourage any EAL children to share their words 
for pencil and desk here.]

 l The author of the story included an afterword. What do you think this is? Were you surprised that the 
words used in the story are actually real? Why? 
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 l Listen to the story again. See if you can fi gure out the meaning of any of the words. What helps you with 
this? (e.g. sounds of words, context, pictures)

[Here is a key to some of the words to help with this question: torakku = truck; szkola = school; razzo = rocket; 
pordo = door; buttuna = button; piksas = pictures; giadrams = diagrams; cucalations = calculations; fracasse = 
smash]

 l What do you think a ‘sighing fl osser’ might be? (A fl ying saucer)

 l Henry P. uses the word ‘but’ a lot. Finish this sentence: I really liked the story ‘Baloney’ but …. 

 l Can you think of a sentence for Henry P. with the word ‘but’ in it?

Group talking task: Topsy-turvy talk 
Organise the children in groups. Tell them they are going to make up a secret alien language. The rules of 
the new language are to speak like an alien and say each word backwards, e.g. Hello = Olleh; How are you = 
Woh era u; I’m fi ne thank you = mi enif kanht u; Good day = Doog yad; My name is = Ym eman si, etc. 

Each group generates some sentences using the new language. They share their sentences with other groups 
and see if they can work out what they are saying! 

Lesson 3

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Zoom in on Jor and ask children to look closely at the character. Ask: 

 l What do you notice about his legs? What about Kal / Zod / Pete?

Zoom out to reveal the whole poster, and ask about the class to look at the other aliens in the poster. Ask: 

 l Are they all dancing to the disco music? Can you think of words to describe how they are moving? 
(e.g. bop, bow, bend, glide, jig, leap, rotate, skip, shuffl e, step, sway, swirl, swing, stretch, tap, twist, etc.)

Focus on the following in the poster:

Nouns, e.g. celebration, bash, feast, spree, festivity, limbs, earthlings

Prepositions, e.g. beside, overhead, towards, between, below / beneath

Idioms, e.g. throw a party, out of this world

Adjectives, e.g. excited, delighted, thrilled, ecstatic, joyous, overjoyed, jubilant, elated, enthusiastic, 
exhilarated, peaceful, twinkling 

Ask children to describe the various items using increasingly complex syntax. 

Digital poster (Activity mode): Spot the difference  
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Ask children to look carefully at the two pictures and fi nd the eight 
differences between them.

Remember: It is important to encourage the children to use language rather than pointing, e.g. ‘Kal is wearing 
a bow tie in one picture and no bow tie in the other OR in the picture on the left / the picture on the right.’
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Pair talking task
Organise the children in pairs. One child plays the alien; the other plays the earthling. Partners interview each 
other to fi nd out about what life is like where they each live.

 l Partner A explains to the alien about school.

 l Partner B explains to the earthling about travel on his / her planet.

Children swap roles and repeat. 

Group talking task: Out of this world! 
Organise the children in groups. Give each group has an A3 sheet of blank paper. Each child in turn takes on 
the role of the illustrator. Other roles may include, for example: materials organiser, encourager, questioner, 
word wizard, co-ordinator. Ask each group to do the following, using their A3 sheets to write and draw as 
follows: 

 1. Create a brand new planet that hasn’t been discovered yet. 

 2. Name your planet.

 3. Draw the creatures that live on this planet. 

 4. Give the creatures names. 

 5. Use one describing word when naming each creature. 

 6. When designing the creatures consider the following: physical features, shape, size, colour, pattern, 
movements

Write the following verbs on the whiteboard to help the groups in this project: hovering, glowing, bop, bow, 
bend, glide, jig, leap, rotate, skip, shuffl e, step, sway, swirl, swing, stretch, tap, twist.

Each group in turn presents its new planet to the class.

Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)  
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘The Dragon’s Birthday Party’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘The Dragon’s Birthday Party’ by Ian McMillan: 
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The Dragon’s Birthday Party
By Ian McMillan

It’s the dragon’s birthday party,
he’s ten years old today.
‘Come and do your special trick,’
I heard his mother say.
We crowded round the table,
we pushed and shoved to see
as someone brought the cake mix in
and the dragon laughed with glee.
It was just a bowl with fl our in
and eggs and milk and that
with ten blue candles round the top
in the shape of Postman Pat.
The dragon took a big deep breath
stood up to his full size
and blew a blast of smoke and fl ame
that made us shut our eyes.
We felt the air grow hotter
we knew the taste of fear.
I felt a spark fl y through the air
and land on my left ear.
But when we looked,
make no mistake:
the candles were lit
and the cake was baked.

Encourage children to speak the poem together at an appropriate pace and with interesting expression. Think 
about how a dragon might speak – speak the poem like a dragon.

Create an alien shape poem 
Ask children to create a shape poem about an alien. Tell them to think of all the words they know about 
aliens: what they look like, where they live, how they move, what they can do, things that they use …

Give each child a sheet of A4 paper. Ask them to lightly draw the outline of their alien in pencil – it could be 
short and fat, tall and thin, round or triangular, etc. Children then write their poem in the alien shape. They 
must think of an interesting title for the poem, and begin each line as follows:

An alien is …
An alien looks like …
An alien lives …
An alien can …
An alien likes …
I wish … 

When the poems are fi nished, have children carefully erase their outline, so the poem makes the shape of the 
alien by itself.

PE9054_Starlight OL Lesson Plan 2019 2nd_TB.indb   49 30/01/2019   12:47



2nd Class Oral Language Lesson Plans50

Starlight

Class 2nd Theme School
Unit 9 Subtheme School book day
Unit genre Recount
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: bookshelf, bookworm, costume, mask, writers

Tier 2 examples: revisit, discover, conversation, discussing, unusual, 
satisfying, realistic, fi ction, narrative, humorous, mystery, fantasy, 
engross, reread, alliteration, spine, hazard a guess

Lesson resources Multimedia links

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Pair talking task: True or false?
Let’s speak squiggly!
Initialisms

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and 
discussion 
Digital poster (Activity mode): Spot the 
difference
Circle time teasers

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Storytime: The Incredible Book Eating Boy
Gobble-di-Gook
Group talking task: ‘I think you should read because …’
Drama: Group improvisation

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘I Opened 
a Book’

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode)
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask children the following questions:

 l What is a story? (A piece of fi ction; tells / narrates a chain of events; takes place in a setting; 
has characters)

 l Where do we fi nd stories? (In books)

 l What do we do with books? (Read)

 l Is this a nice thing to do? Why? (Fun, interesting, fi nd out new things, get engrossed, imagination)

 l If we really, really like a story we might read it again. We might reread the story. Are there any stories 
that you like to reread? Turn and tell your partner about the story and why you like to reread it. (I like to 
reread … because …)

 l How can you tell from this poster that it is about books and reading? (e.g. Characters, costumes, book 
corner, book shelves, comfortable chairs …)

Zoom in on the bottom right-hand area of the poster where the two characters are sitting reading. Ask the 
children:

 l What does a book look like? (Cover, title, binding, spine, pages, illustrations, chapters, hardcover, 
paperback, big book, board book, lift-the-fl ap, sound book)

 l Do you know another spine that we all have?
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 l Why do you think this part of the book is called the spine?

 l Why are the books on the shelves always arranged with the spines facing outwards?

 l Where do we look when we read?

 l What side of a book do we read fi rst?

 l What senses do we use to help us to read?

 l What kinds of books do we like to read? (Fairytales, fantasy, picture story books, mystery stories, comic 
books, animal story books, fi ction, biography, information books, poetry books …)

 l What parts of a book do we search to see if we might like to read it? (Title, blurb, author, introduction, 
illustrations)

 l Can you name the stories that are featured in this poster? (The Big Friendly Giant; Fantastic Mr. Fox; Alice 
in Wonderland; The Gruffalo; Willy Wonka; Where’s Wally; The Cat in the Hat; Harry Potter; Matilda)

 l Can you fi nd a character from a humorous / mystery / rhyming / animal / fantasy story in the poster?

 l Can you fi nd a story in the poster with a title that has alliteration / where the same sound is used at the 
beginning of two or more words in the title? (Fantastic Mr. Fox; Willy Wonka)

 l Can you think of a new title with alliteration for Matilda / The Gruffalo?

Pair talking task: True or false? Model this activity with the whole class fi rst. Say a term associated with 
books and reading and give a defi nition. Children have to say whether it is true or false and justify their 
answer. When the children are comfortable with the format, encourage them to play the game in pairs, e.g.

Book: A book is something that you read / a book is something that is used to light a fi re.

Chapter: A chapter is a section of a book that tells one part of the story/a chapter is the name of a book.

Title: A title tells us the name of a book / a title is something you hold really tightly.

Spine: A spine is the part of the book that holds it together / a book about a spy.

Let’s speak squiggly! Ask the children: Which of the book titles featured on the poster have titles with 
made-up / invented words? (The Gruffalo; Willy Wonka); Which have made-up words in the story? 
(e.g. Gryffi ndor, Muggles)

Read this extract from The BFG aloud to the class:

‘Here is the repulsant snozzcumber!’ cried the BFG, waving it about. ‘I squiggle it! I mispise it! I dispunge 
it! But because I is refusing to gobble up human beans like the other giants, I must spend my life 
guzzling up icky-poo snozzcumbers instead. If I don’t, I will be nothing but skin and groans.’

Explain to the children snozzcumber is the only food that the BFG eats.  Now read this description of a 
snozzcumber:

‘Its fi lthing!’ he spluttered, speaking with his mouth full and spraying large pieces of snozzcumber 
like bullets in Sophie’s direction. Sophie hopped around on the table-top, ducking out of the way. 
‘It’s disgusterous!’ the BFG gurgled. ‘It’s sickable! It’s rotsome! It’s maggotwise! Try it yourself, this 
foulsome snozzcumber!’ 
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Now ask children the following questions:

 l What words does the Giant use to describe the snozzcumber? (Disgusterous, sickable, rotsome, 
maggotwise, foulsome)

 l If you wanted to describe your favourite / least favourite food, what words would you use? (Yummy, 
scrumptious, delicious, tasty, crunchy, crusty, mushy, sticky, succulent, luscious, horrible, disgusting, smelly, 
bitter, etc.)

 l Could you mix up the beginnings and endings of some words to create your own new words to describe 
the food? (yumscious, scrumpy, crushy, delicent, tastious, crushy, smellible, horriter, smellicious, etc.)

Now read the next part of the story:

‘I cannot be right all of the time. Quite often I is left instead of right’.

‘You mean skin and bones,’ Sophie said.

‘I know it is bones,’ the BFG said. ‘But please understand that I cannot be helping it if I sometimes is 
saying things a little squiggly. I is trying my very best all the time.’

Ask children these questions: 

 l Why do you think the BFG says things in a ‘squiggly’ way?

 l Can you unsquiggle the last sentence for the Giant? How should he say what he is trying to say? (I cannot 
help it if I sometimes say things a little squiggly. I am trying my very best all the time.)

Now read this extract from The BFG and ask children if they can unsquiggle what the Giant is trying to say!

‘Words,’ he said, ‘is oh such a twitch-tickling problem to me all my life. So you must simply try to be 
patient and stop squibbling. As I am telling you before, I know exactly what words I am wanting to say, 
but somehow or other they is always getting squiff-squiddled around.’ ‘That happens to everyone,’ 
Sophie said. ‘Not like it happens to me,’ the BFG said. ‘I is speaking the most terrible wigglish.’

Initialisms
Explain to the class why the Big Friendly Giant is called the BFG. We call this an initialism. It is where we 
shorten (abbreviate) a long phrase by just using the fi rst letters of each word in the phrase. Ask if children 
can think of a set of initials like BFG that means something different. (BFF – best friend forever). Who was the 
BFG’s best friend? (Sophie).

Organise children in pairs. Each pair thinks up sets of initials that we use. (e.g. LOL – laugh out loud; 
DIY – do-it-yourself; GAA – Gaelic Athletic Association; ILY – I love you; FYI – for your information; 
WWW – world wide web; USA – United States of America; UFO – Unidentifi ed Flying Object; 
CSI – Crime Scene Investigation …). They share their ideas with the rest of the class.

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

World Book Day takes place in Ireland on March 7, 2019. It celebrates books and reading. Check out 
https://www.worldbookday.com/ to fi nd lots of fun things to do with books and reading.
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Digital poster (Question mode)
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children briefl y. 

Q1. Why are the children dressed up?

Q2. What colours does Wally from Where’s Wally ? wear?

Q3. What are Hermione and Matilda doing?

Q4. What does Willy Wonka have in his left hand?

Q5. Do you think Alice in Wonderland likes the Gruffalo costume? Why?

Q6. Which costume is your favourite and which is your least favourite? Why?

Q7. Do you think it is a good idea to have World Book Day? Why?

Q8. Who is your favourite book character? Why are they your favourite?

Q9. Can you think of other occasions where people dress up in costumes?

Q10. Have you seen any fi lms about the characters in this poster? Which ones?

Storytime: The Incredible Book Eating Boy
Listen to the story of The Incredible Book Eating Boy by Oliver Jeffers. (Read-aloud version here: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=nzK6eLbiFt4) Ask the class the following questions:

 l Can you remember the types of books mentioned in the story? (Storybooks, joke books, books of facts, 
dictionaries)

 l What words did you hear that we associate with books? (e.g. Title, blurb, author, illustrator, review, 
binding, collections, trilogy …)

Draw children’s attention to some of the idioms associated with books / reading mentioned in the story, e.g. to 
eat books, he hadn’t time to digest the books properly; to do it by the book; a bookworm; to turn the pages of 
history.

Gobble-di-gook! Here is an extract from The Incredible Book Eating Boy.

But then things started going not quite so well … Everything he was learning was getting mixed up … he 
didn’t have time to digest it properly. It became quite embarrassing for him to speak.

Ask the children to imagine what might have been coming out of Henry’s mouth when he spoke in a very 
mixed-up way. Ask them to have a conversation with their partner, where one of them is speaking properly 
and the other is speaking in a very mixed-up way. What do they notice?

Group talking task: ‘I think you should read because …’ Explain to the class that it is obviously not a good 
idea for Henry to actually EAT all those books. Ask the children to come up with arguments to persuade 
Henry that it is better to READ books than to eat them. Tell them to begin their arguments with the phrase: 
I think you should read because … (e.g. books are fun, exciting, interesting, take you to lots of different places, 
introduce you to new characters, are fi lled with suspense, give you lots of new ideas …)

Organise the children into groups. Each member of the group must try to convince the others to read a 
particular book, beginning with the sentence: I think you should read … because …
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Drama: Group improvisation
Organise the children into groups of fi ve. They must improvise a drama based on what’s to be done about 
Henry (from The Incredible Book Eating Boy). They must come up with a resolution in the drama. 

Characters: Henry, his parents, his teacher, his doctor

Setting: The doctor’s surgery

Dilemma: How to stop Henry from actually EATING books, and to encourage him to READ them instead. 

Resolution: 

Lesson 3

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Focus on Wally.

Where’s Wally?

Model this activity with the children fi rst. Organise the children in pairs. Each child in turn asks where one of 
the characters is located in the poster. The partner responds using language to identify the location of the 
character on the poster.

Child A: In the poster, where’s Wally?

Child B: In the poster, Wally is standing between Willy Wonka and The Cat in the Hat.

Child B: In the poster, where’s Hermione?

Child A: In the poster, Hermione is sitting on a chair in front of the bookshelf near Matilda.

Digital poster (Activity mode): Spot the difference 
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Ask children to look carefully at the two pictures and fi nd the eight 
differences between them.

Remember: It is important to encourage the children to use language rather than pointing, e.g. ‘The colour of 
Harry Potter’s glasses is different in the picture on the left / the picture on the right.’

Circle time teasers
Organise children to sit in a circle in groups of four to six. There is one empty chair in the circle. This is the 
question chair. Each child in turn sits in the question chair and asks the group a question about the poster. 
Any member of the group may answer the question. When the question is answered correctly, the next child 
moves into the question chair.

Children are free to ask any question about what they see in the poster, e.g.

Child 1: What room are the children in?

Child 2: How many children can you see in the poster?

Child 3: Where is the ladybird in the poster?
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Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘I Opened a Book’
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘I Opened a Book’ by Julia Donaldson:

I Opened a Book
By Julia Donaldson

I opened a book and in I strode.
Now nobody can fi nd me.
I’ve left my chair, my house, my road,
My town and my world behind me.

I’m wearing the cloak, I’ve slipped on the ring,
I’ve swallowed the magic potion.
I’ve fought with a dragon, dined with a king
And dived in a bottomless ocean.

I opened a book and made some friends.
I shared their tears and laughter
And followed their road with its bumps and bends
To the happily ever after.

I fi nished my book and out I came.
The cloak can no longer hide me.
My chair and my house are just the same,
But I have a book inside me.

Encourage children to speak the poem with appropriate accompanying actions.

Ask children the following questions:

 l What story do you know that has a cloak / ring / magic potion / dragon / king / ocean / friends / tears / 
laughter? (encourage children to recount the story they name)

 l But I have a book inside me – is this like the boy in The Incredible Book Eating Boy? Did the poet eat the 
book? What does this phrase really mean?
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Class 2nd Theme School
Unit 10 Subtheme Schools then and now 
Unit genre Recount
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: fi replace, whiteboards, electricity, schoolyard

Tier 2 examples: entrances, slates, technology, knowledge, while, 
enhance, interact, experience, traditional, contemporary, 
old-fashioned, modern, 19th century

Lesson resources Multimedia links

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Pair talking task: Spot the difference
In my opinion

Lesson 3 The verb rap
Circle time game: School charades
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Storytime: The Salmon of Knowledge
Pair talking task: Turn, ask and tell
Ask at home

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode) : ‘My Teacher Took 
my iPod’

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode)
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Having listened to the Story mode, begin the discussion by asking the class the following questions:

 l What do you think we will be talking about in this unit? (School then and now)

 l Can you explain what then and now mean? (At that time / at the present time; before / at the moment)

 l Do you think that school is the same as it was in the past or is it different now? (Some things about school 
are the same and some things are different now)

 l When we talk about things that are alike, sometimes we say they are similar. What is similar about 
school now and how it was before / in the past / long ago? (School is a place where you go to learn / 
teachers teach in school / children learn in school / there is a school building / classrooms / desks / books / 
writing materials …)

 l How do you think school has changed / become different?

 l Let’s see if we can identify the ways in which school is the same as it was before / is different from how it 
was before.

Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Spotlight the two large images on the top of the poster. Ask children the 
following questions:

 l Which image shows us a school then / in the past / a long time ago / a traditional classroom? (The image 
on the left)

 l How do you know? (Black and white photograph; clothing)
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 l Which image shows us a school now/in the present / a contemporary classroom? (The image on the right)

 l How are the pictures the same? (Classroom, pupils, teachers, posters, uniform …)

 l How are the pictures different? (e.g. Children in the modern / contemporary classroom are seated on the 
fl oor in a circle; they look happy; the teacher is smiling; the teacher is sitting with the children; the number 
of children is small. Children in the old / traditional / old-fashioned classroom are seated in rows; desks 
are nailed to the fl oor; children are not speaking; the teacher is standing behind the desk; there are a lot of 
children in the classroom; the children are all boys …). If appropriate, introduce the terms formal / informal 
during this discussion.

Continue the discussion in this manner, highlighting the similarities/differences between school then and 
now. Spotlight the fi rst image on the second row to focus on the school building. Draw attention to the size, 
design, windows (mullioned – with a divider that separates the large glass pane – seen in Hogwarts School of 
Witchcraft and Wizardry), doors, entrance for boys / girls …

Spotlight the second and third image on the second row, and the fi rst image on the third row to focus on the 
classroom. Talk about the furniture: desks (made of wood, nailed to the fl oor, in straight rows, inkwell, pencil 
groove, slates vs. plastic chairs, movable, arranged in groups …), decorations, heat, electricity, running water, 
bathrooms …

Spotlight the fourth image on the second row and the third image on the third row to focus on technology and 
equipment (e.g. laptop, interactive whiteboard, whiteboard markers, computers, iPads, etc.).

Pair talking task: Spot the difference
Organise the children in pairs. Ask each child to take a close look at their partner, taking note of the clothes 
he / she is wearing. Now show children this image http://askaboutireland.ie/learning-zone/primary-
students/1st-+-2nd-class/history/clothes-then-and-now/school-clothes-then-and-n/index.xml

In pairs, children fi nd as many differences as they can between the clothes worn by the children in this image 
and the clothes they and their classmates are wearing. They share their fi ndings with another pair/with the 
class. Ask, ‘Can you explain why school clothes then are different from school clothes now?’

In my opinion
Pose the question: Do you think buildings / furniture / technology / equipment / clothes in the past are better /
worse than they are now?

Each expresses an opinion: In my opinion … because …

Each partner agrees/disagrees: I agree / disagree with your opinion because …

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.
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Digital poster (Question mode)
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children briefl y.

Q1. Look at the fi rst photo in the top row of pictures. What are the children doing?

Q2. Look at the last photo in the bottom row of pictures. How are the children getting to school?

Q3. Look at the third photo in the bottom row of pictures. What is the teacher writing on?

Q4. Long ago, children brought turf or a piece of wood into school. Why did they do this?

Q5. How did schoolchildren write before they had books and pencils?

Q6. Can you name three types of technology used in modern schools?

Q7. In the past, why did some schools have separate entrances and schoolyards?

Q8. Do you think technology has made school better? Why?

Q9. Do you think it was a good idea for boys and girls to learn different subjects at school? Why?

Q10. Imagine that the children in the old photographs could visit your classroom for one day. How do you think they would 
react? What would they say and do?

Storytime: The Salmon of Knowledge
Read the story of The Salmon of Knowledge to the class.

(See this link for a simpler version of the story: http://resources.teachnet.ie/pcoleman/mark2/pages/
readsalmon.htm#salmon)

When Fionn MacCumhail was a little boy he asked many questions. We get wise by asking questions, and 
Fionn asked every question he could think of. His master, Finnegas, the poet, answered them all. Finnegas 
had lived for seven years on the bank of the River Boyne. ‘Why do you live on the bank of a river?’ asked 
Fionn. ‘Because I learn a lot from running water,’ said Finnegas. ‘Why did you choose the Boyne, rather than 
the Shannon or the Liffey?’ asked the boy. ‘I will tell you that,’ said Finnegas. ‘A wise woman told me that 
I should catch ‘The Salmon of Knowledge’ in the Boyne Water.’ ‘And then?’ asked Fionn. ‘Then,’ said Finnegas, 
‘we shall see what we shall see’.

One day Fionn came to the place where Finnegas was bending over something on the ground. ‘What is it, 
Master?’ he asked. ‘Look, my son, said Finnegas. Fionn looked, and there on the grass he saw a splendid 
salmon with its scales shining like silver in the sun. ‘It is ‘The Salmon of Knowledge’,” said Finnegas. Fionn 
jumped for joy. “You must cook it and I shall eat it,” said Finnegas. ‘Be sure not to taste it.’

Fionn hurried off to light a bright fi re and roast the salmon. Soon he gave a shout. ‘Come, Master. The salmon 
is ready.’ ‘Have you tasted it?’ asked Finnegas.

‘You told me not to taste it,’ said Fionn, ‘but while I was cooking it, a big blister rose on the skin. I pressed 
down the blister with my thumb. That burned my thumb and I put it in my mouth to cool, and,’ said Fionn with 
a laugh, ‘if your salmon tastes as good as my thumb, you will have a fi ne meal, Master!’

‘I did not tell you the whole story,’ said Finnegas sadly. The knowledge goes to the fi rst person who tastes 
the salmon. The knowledge is all yours. Not even a little is left for me.’ And that is how Fionn got his thumb of 
knowledge. Or so the old story goes!

Ask children the following questions:

 l Did you hear any words about learning in the story? (Questions, wise, learn, knowledge)

 l Did Fionn go to a school like you?

 l How did Fionn learn?
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 l What kind of knowledge did Fionn get?

 l When we have knowledge, what do we have? (Information about something)

 l Where do we get our knowledge?

 l If we have knowledge we say that we  something. (know)

 l Tell your classmate some knowledge that you have, something you know about. Ask them to share some 
knowledge with you, then share that knowledge with someone else.

 l If someone knows a lot / has a lot of knowledge we say they are  . (wise)

 l Besides going to school, is there any other way we can get knowledge?

 l Would you like to be able to get all the knowledge in the world by putting your thumb in your mouth?

 l Do you think this is a true story? Why not? Explain that we call this story a legend (a story passed on to us 
from long ago).

Pair talking tasks: Turn, ask and tell
Organise the children in pairs. Say: ‘In the story we are told that Fionn asked many questions. What words 
might we use when we are asking questions?’ (Who, what, where, when, why, how, which) 

Each child must turn to their partner and ask ONE question about the poster using one of the above question 
words. When their partner gives the answer to the question, he / she takes a turn to ask a question using a 
question word.

Child A: What colour is the uniform worn by the children in the top picture on the right?

Child B: Red. Who is writing on the whiteboard in the third picture on the bottom row?

Child A: The teacher. Why is there no one in the classroom just above that picture?

Child B: Maybe it’s because they are in the yard at lunch time. Where is the teacher standing in the fi rst 
picture?

This game may be modifi ed to make it easier or more complex, e.g. children are given the question word to 
use; children are given the whole question with one or two words deleted; children are confi ned to asking 
questions using only one question word; pairs are challenged to see who can play the game for the longest 
time.

Ask at home
Ask the children to fi nd out from an adult at home about school when he / she was young. See if it was the 
same as or different from what school is like for them. In pairs, ask children to tell their partners about it, then 
share the differences and similarities with the class.

Lesson 3

The verb rap
Read this sentence from the story of The Salmon of Knowledge:

‘You told me not to taste it,’ said Fionn, ‘but while I was cooking it, a big blister rose on the skin. I pressed 
down the blister with my thumb. That burned my thumb and I put it in my mouth to cool.’

Ask the class, ‘What words can you hear in this sentence that tell us about the actions Fionn did?’ (Cooking, 
rose, pressed, burned, put)
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Explain that words which tell us about the actions being taken are called VERBS.

Listen to the verb rap song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ineCCpqpZrM

Play it again, encouraging the children to join in this time.

Circle time game: School charades
Seat children in circles in groups of four to six. Each child in turn stands in front of the group and performs an 
action depicted in the poster:

In the poster, I see someone who is … (e.g. writing, showing, talking, listening, looking, learning, sitting, 
standing, going into …)

Group members identify the action. Each group member gets an opportunity to perform an action.

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Focus on comparing and contrasting the fi rst image on row two 
and the fi nal image on row three. Ask children the following questions about travelling to school:

 l Which image tells us how children might have come to school long ago? (First image on the 
second row – by bicycle)

 l Why do you think that was how children travelled? Do you think they might have come to school any 
other way? (Walking)

 l How about today? (Walk, cycle, car, bus)

If appropriate, chat about Green Schools travel initiatives here.

Spotlight any two contrasting images. Compare and contrast the images. Focus on time, colour, building, 
classroom, furniture, facilities, materials, equipment, technology, clothes, etc.

Encourage children to use the language of comparison and contrast, e.g. however, but, on the other hand, 
both, alike, same, similar, in common, as well as different, not alike, while, although, even though …

Sometimes action words tell us about what happened in the past. Compare and contrast action words in the 
past with action words in the present, e.g. Long ago children wrote, today children write. Other action words: 
sat, heard, learned, spoke, went, showed, looked, walked, cycled …

Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Ask children to sort the items shown based on whether they belong in a 
modern school or a school from the past. Encourage them to justify the reasoning behind their selections.

The items shown are:

 l laptop

 l slate tablet

 l pencil case

 l bench

 l fi replace

 l crayons

 l whiteboard

 l duster

 l desk

 l chalk

 l tablet

 l blackboard
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Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘My Teacher Took my iPod’
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘My Teacher Took my iPod’ by Kenn Nesbitt:

My Teacher Took my iPod
By Kenn Nesbitt

My teacher took my iPod.
She said they had a rule;
I couldn’t bring it into class
or even to the school.

She said she would return it;
I’d have it back that day.
But then she tried my headphones on
and gave a click on Play.

She looked a little startled,
but after just a while
she made sure we were occupied
and cracked a wicked smile.

Her body started swaying.
Her toes began to tap.
She started grooving in her seat
and rocking to the rap.

My teacher said she changed her mind.
She thinks it’s now okay
to bring my iPod into class.
She takes it every day.

Ask children to speak the poem with appropriate expression and actions.

Ask the children, ‘Can you hear any action words about the past in the poem?’ (e.g. took, said, tried, gave, 
looked, cracked, started, began, changed)

Now ask children to choose any line in the poem and speak it as if it is in the present.
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Class 2nd Theme The world around us
Unit 11 Subtheme Countries in Europe
Unit genre Report
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: palace, mountain, pyramid, tourist, windmills

Tier 2 examples: fl ock, chimes, spectacular, historical,
entertainment, amusement, manmade, landmark, summit, gladiator

Lesson resources Flag of European Union, Multimedia links

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode)
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Silly sentences!
Turn and tell
Can you remember?

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Think and talk
Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice 
questions
Spotlight on the Colosseum

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Research and report 

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode)
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Globetrotting’
Add some more!

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode)
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level.

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Zoom in on Ireland. Ask the children to look carefully at the image 
they can see on the poster. Now invite them to play the silly sentences game. They must tell you why each 
sentence is silly.

Silly sentences!

 l This is America. (Ireland)

 l Ireland is a city. (Country)

 l We live in the province of … (name an incorrect province)

 l There is one county in Ireland.

 l Our county is called … (give an incorrect name here)

 l Our county colours are … (give incorrect information here)

 l The nearest city / town / village to us is … (give an incorrect name here)

 l The largest (capital) city in Ireland is Kilkenny. (Dublin)

 l People born in Ireland are called Americans. (Irish)

Ask the children to say the sentences again but this time correctly. If there are children from other countries, 
encourage them to introduce themselves in a similar manner, making reference to their country of birth.

Zoom out and spotlight the United Kingdom. Play Big Ben’s chimes for the class.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wqslA_CKub8
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Explain that Big Ben is a landmark. A landmark is something (e.g. a structure, building, feature, object) that is 
especially associated with a particular place. Ask the children:

 l Is there a particular landmark which is associated with the place where you live?

 l What do you know about it?

Zoom out to show the full poster. Point out the borders which designate each of the countries on the map. 
Explain that all these countries together make up the continent of Europe. Ask the following questions:

 l How many of the countries can we name? (Use the ‘Countries of the World – Europe’ song to teach the 
countries of Europe. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zOti8U_-BNM)

 l Who has visited any of these countries?

 l Would you say that these European countries are islands? Why not? We say that some of these countries 
are landlocked (surrounded by land with no borders with the sea). Which countries are landlocked?

 l What do we call the people who live in Europe? (Europeans; inhabitants of Europe)

 l What do we call the people who live in each of these countries? (British / English / Scottish / Welsh; 
French; Spanish; German; Italian, etc.)

Turn and tell
Encourage children who have travelled to a European country / somewhere in Ireland to report about their 
visit to a partner. Scaffold the children to give information about forms of travel, names of countries / regions, 
towns visited, climate, activities, infrastructure, comparing and contrasting with Ireland if appropriate.

Can you remember?
Organise the children in pairs. Play the following video clip, which gives information about the Eiffel Tower: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-LYh7Npojn0 (Begin at 1.28).

Ask children to work with their partner to make a list of questions about the Eiffel Tower (e.g. what is it made 
of; how high is it; what is the bottom part called; where is it; how is it lit up at night; who designed it; where 
did it get its name; how many sections has it; how often is it repainted; what colour is it …)

Turn to another pair and ask them the questions. See how much they can remember! Who had the most 
questions? Who was able to answer the most questions correctly?

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.
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Digital poster (Question mode)
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children briefl y.

Q1. Where is Big Ben located?

Q2. Where is the Eiffel Tower located?

Q3. Which of these landmarks is not manmade?

Q4. Which of these monuments is still under construction?

Q5. How many people visit the Eiffel Tower each year?

Q6. How old is the Colosseum in Rome?

Q7. Why does the Leaning Tower of Pisa lean?

Q8. Why do you think tourists like to visit famous landmarks?

Q9. Which of these landmarks would you most like to visit? Why?

Q10. The Matterhorn is a natural landmark. Can you think of any other famous natural landmarks?

Spotlight the image of the Matterhorn. Ask the class to think about the answers to the following questions:

 l What is this? (Mountain)

 l What is it called? (Matterhorn)

 l Where is it located? (Border between Switzerland and Italy)

 l Why is it a natural landmark? (Not constructed by humans)

 l Why is this particular mountain a landmark? (Beauty; climbing challenge)

Research and report
Set up jigsaw groups in the classroom with fi ve children in each group, numbered 1–5. New groups are formed 
from each number – all the number 1s go together, 2s. etc. Give an information sheet with two interesting 
facts about the Matterhorn to each group. Nominate two children in each group to read the interesting facts. 
Children then return to their base groups and present the two pieces of interesting information they learned.

Some groups may present all the facts they have learned about the Matterhorn to the class / another class.

Examples of interesting facts:

 l Group 1: The Matterhorn is located in the Swiss Alps and is one of the highest mountains in Europe; The 
Matterhorn is a triangular-shaped mountain, like a pyramid.

 l Group 2: Approximately 3,000 people climb the Matterhorn each year; More than 500 people have died 
climbing the Matterhorn.

 l Group 3: The fi rst woman to reach the summit of the Matterhorn was Lucy Walker in 1871; the oldest 
person to climb the Matterhorn was 90 years of age.

 l Group 4: The name Matterhorn comes from Matte – meadow + horn – peak = a peak in the meadow; Walt 
Disney and his family enjoyed visiting the village at the foot of the Matterhorn and he built a bobsled ride 
called the Matterhorn in Disneyland California.

 l Group 5: The Toblerone chocolate bar was invented by Theodor Tobler who lived in Switzerland; the 
shape of the bar was inspired by the pyramid shape of the Matterhorn.
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Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Go to the Explore mode with the children again. Focus on:

 l Differences between countries in Europe (e.g. size, location, language)

 l What connects all the countries? (Belong to the continent of Europe; European inhabitants)

Display the European Union Flag. (See lesson resource 1, or link here:
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/b/b7/Flag_of_Europe.svg/810px-Flag_of_Europe.svg.png)
Explain to the children that 28 countries in Europe are members of the European Union.

Think and talk
Organise the children in pairs. Ask them to look carefully at the fl ag. Ask: ‘What do you think this fl ag tells us 
about the European Union?’ Ask children to think about and explain what they think the following mean:

 l The colours used

 l The stars

 l The shape

Listen to the anthem of the European Union.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oiW1G8HYcdc

Explain to the class that the anthem is actually from a piece of music composed by the famous composer 
Ludwig van Beethoven, who was born in Germany. Spotlight Germany on the map.

Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice questions
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Listen to each multiple-choice question and discuss the possible 
answers with the children. Select the correct answer to move on to the next question.

Q1.
A1.

Where is the Leaning Tower of Pisa?
England / Switzerland / Italy / France

Q2.
A2.

How many people visit the Sagrada Familia in Barcelona each year?
10,000 / 100,000 / 1 million / 3 million

Q3.
A3.

What kind of landmark is the Matterhorn? 
A church / A mountain / A tower / A pyramid

Q4.
A4.

What were the armed fi ghters who fought in the Colosseum called?
Soldiers / Warriors / Gladiators / Fighters

Spotlight on the Colosseum
Spotlight the Colosseum and ask the children the following questions:

 l Do you think this is an old or a new landmark? Why?

 l The Colosseum is an amphitheatre. Can you hear a word you know in that word? (Theatre)

 l What happens in a theatre? Have you ever been to a theatre? Turn and tell your partner about it.
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 l An amphitheatre is an open-air theatre. Does the Colosseum look like the theatres in Ireland today? How 
is it different?

 l What do you think this building may have been used for? (Entertainment)

Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘Globetrotting’
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘Globetrotting’ by Kerri Ward:

Globetrotting
By Kerri Ward

I’d like to see the world someday
I’ll travel the globe, so I can say:
I went to Rome to meet the Pope
In Switzerland I hit the slopes
In the North Pole I rode a Polar Bear
In Spain I wove seashells through my hair
In Cork I kissed the Blarney Stone
In Italy I had an ice-cream cone
In China, Chinese was all I spoke
In Paris I spent so much I went broke
In Cornwall I visited Cornish coves
In India I walked the mango groves
In Russia I saw a famous dome …
And after that I fl ew back home.

Speak the poem with appropriate expression and actions.

Add some more!
Ask the children if they can add some more. They choose any one of the countries on the map and add two 
lines about that country to the poem.

Make a Map

Ask children to make a map of the area where they live with some of the most important landmarks included.
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Lesson Resource 1
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Class 2nd Theme The world around us
Unit 12 Subtheme Extreme environments
Unit genre Report
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: Arctic, adapt, environment, extreme, surround, 

survive, antlers, headgear, veil, conditions, walruses
Tier 2 examples: soaring, ventilated, precaution, adequate, layer, 
endangered, scarce, (semi-)permanent, barren, motorised

Lesson resources Multimedia links

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion; 
Can you name / describe?
Pair talking task: Can you fi nd? 
I spy
Tell me why / can you explain?

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion; 
Can you name / describe?
Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity
Pair talking task: Can you fi nd? 
Tell me why / can you explain?
Group talking task: Same/different game

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
It’s Snow Joke!
Group talking task: Let’s make a blubber glove!
Oral report

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Penguin’ 

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode)
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level.

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Use the conceal tool to hide the bottom half of the poster. As the 
children are looking at the poster, play this scene from the Disney movie, Frozen:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CuFLaSqNvQk. Ask the children to look at the scene and listen for signs 
and sounds of an extreme environment (e.g. wind howling, crunching on snow, slipping on ice, slippery 
underfoot; weather – snow, icicles, snowman; clothes – cloak, hats, fur, boots, gloves; animals – reindeer)

Explain to children that the poster shows us some images from the Arctic region. Explain that this is a very 
cold region found to the north of the Earth. The North Pole is in the Arctic region. Point out the Arctic regions 
on a globe. Draw children’s attention to the silent ‘c’ in the word ‘Arctic’. Tell the children that the name 
for the Arctic region comes from a Greek word arktos, which means ‘bear’. This is because you can see a 
constellation of stars in the shape of a bear when you are in the Arctic. Ask children the following questions:

Can you name?

 l Name each animal on the poster that lives in the Arctic (Polar bear, reindeer, Arctic wolf, walrus, penguin). 
Do you know any other animals that are found in the Arctic? If we wanted to talk about more than one of 
these what would we say? (Point out that the word ‘reindeer’ remains the same in the plural and that the 
word ‘wolf’ changes to ‘wolves’ in the plural)

 l Name humans who live in the Arctic. (Inuits)

 l Name the types of home that Inuits used to build when hunting (igloos – this is the Inuit word for home). 
Explain that Inuits today live in homes made of wood and use special tents when they hunt.
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 l Name the clothes people wear to keep warm (layers of clothes, with big coats called parkas which have 
lots of fur). Explain that sometimes Inuits used to wear boots made from sealskin called Mukluks; Does 
this sound like an English word? It’s a word from the Inuit language. How do you think it sounds similar to/
different from English words? 

 l Name the vehicles people who live in the Arctic region use to travel from place to place. (Snowmobile, 
sledge); Name the physical features/challenges/weather/climate in the Arctic region (e.g. snow, ice, 
icebergs, ice caps, icicles, glacier, permafrost – ground that is permanently frozen).

Can you describe?

 l What words can we use to describe the weather in the Arctic region? (e.g. cold, cool, chilly, crisp, frosty, 
frozen, icy)

 l What words can we use to describe the animals?

 1. Polar bear: https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/polar-bear/#polar-bear-cub-on-mom.jpg 
(e.g. white, furry, majestic, big, huge, enormous, gigantic, paws, padded, den, cub …)

 2. Reindeer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqQLeH172Ho (e.g. dark brown to white as snow, antlers, 
hoof / hooves, fawn, great swimmer, fast / speedy / swift, great travellers …) 

 3. Walrus: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r35i6WFbPa0 (e.g. bull, cow, calf, blubber, tusk, moustache, 
snort, bellow, mammal, air sac, wrinkled brown / pink skin …)

 4. Penguin: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8qilxaBR20 (e.g. lives in Antarctica – South Pole; fl ightless, 
fl ippers, black, white, warm-blooded, blubber, feathers, aquatic, carnivore, waddles, colonies, chick …)

Pair talking task: Can you fi nd?
Organise children in pairs. Ask if they can fi nd on the poster: a person/animal/vehicle/house/something that is 
gigantic, swift, aquatic, camoufl aged, insulated, fl ightless, adapted, carnivorous, etc. 

Pairs of children ask each other questions back and forth, e.g.

Child A: Can you fi nd something that is enormous?

Child B: A Polar bear is enormous.

Child B: Can you fi nd someone who lives in the Arctic?

Child A: An Inuit lives in the Arctic.

Encourage the children to speak in sentences as they play this game.

I spy
Each child in turn describes something on the poster and the partner has to identify what is being described 
and locate it on the poster using language. Encourage the children to use at least three sentences when they 
are describing. Partners are not allowed to make a guess until the three clues have been given.

Child A: I spy a mammal which has wrinkled brown skin. It has tusks and a moustache and has a layer of 
blubber to keep it warm in the cold climate. Its babies are called calves.

Child B: I think it is a walrus which is the the third image down on the left side of the poster.

PE9054_Starlight OL Lesson Plan 2019 2nd_TB.indb   69 30/01/2019   12:48



2nd Class Oral Language Lesson Plans70

Starlight

Tell me why / can you explain?
In pairs, ask the children to work together to answer the following questions:

 l How do animals in the cold climates adapt (change to suit) to their environment? (e.g. thick / coarse fur 
coat; layers of fat / blubber; white colour for camoufl age; oily coats; short, rounded ears; instinct to huddle 
together)

 l Why do animals in the cold climates adapt? (e.g. to keep warm; to sneak up on their prey; to keep 
moisture out of their fur; to hide from their prey; to reduce heat loss / keep them insulated)

Encourage children to use a range of conjunctions when explaining, e.g. because, if, unless, although, but, 
instead of, while …

Where possible, introduce the following similes and encourage the children to use them: as cold as ice; as 
white as snow; as swift as a deer.

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode)
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y.

Q1. Look at the photo of the people travelling through the desert in the bottom half of the poster. How are they travelling?

Q2. Look at the middle photo in the top row. How is this person travelling over the ice?

Q3. What kind of prickly plant can you see on this poster?

Q4. How do people living in polar regions protect themselves from the cold?

Q5. How do reindeer use their antlers in snowy conditions?

Q6. Why do people living in deserts wear loose-fi tting clothes?

Q7. What do vultures like to eat?

Q8. Would you describe Ireland as an extreme environment? Why or why not?

Q9. Look at the photo of the ice in the second row. What is happening in this picture? Why is it happening?

Q10. What do you think would be the best and worst thing about living in an extreme environment?

It’s Snow Joke!
Read these jokes to the class. Ask, what makes them funny? Children can repeat their favourite jokes and try 
them out on someone at home.

Q: How does a penguin build a house?
A: Igloos it together.

Q: How did Jack Frost get to work?
A: By icicle.

Q: What kind of ball doesn’t bounce?
A: A snowball.
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Q: What does Jack Frost eat for breakfast?
A: Frosties.

Q: What did the big furry hat say to the warm woolly scarf?
A: You hang around while I go on ahead.

Q: How do snowmen greet one another?
A: They say ‘Ice to meet you’.

Group talking task: Let’s make a blubber glove! Explain to the class that this is an experiment to see how 
blubber insulates the animals from the cold. We are going to make our own blubber glove to protect us from 
the cold. Follow the YouTube tutorial here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfcDx1dXZw8

Materials: Zip lock bags, ice cubes, fat (e.g. soft butter / margarine or vegetable shortening), sticky tape, 
spoon, jug of water, bowl.

Method: Scoop the margarine into a plastic bag; place another plastic bag inside this bag and carefully 
disperse the fat into a thin layer between the two bags; fold the top of the inner bag over the top of the outer 
bag; tape the edges of the bags down to create a seal; fi ll a bowl with iced water; put one hand into the bowl 
and count how long you can leave it there; now, cover your other hand with your blubber glove, place it in the 
bowl of iced water and count how long you can keep it in there.

Result: What do you notice?

Conclusion: What have we learned?

Oral report

Organise the children in groups of four. Each child in the group prepares to present an oral report on ONE 
stage of the experimental process as outlined above (Materials; Method; Result; Conclusion). Remind the 
children to use terms such as fi rst, next, when, after that, then, next, if, because, fi nally, in conclusion.

Ask the following questions:

 l What did you use?

 l What did you do?

 l What did you learn?

 l What does this tell us about the Arctic animals?

If possible, arrange for each group to visit another class and present their oral report to the class.

Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Zoom in on the image of the camel train. Ask the class:

 l Do you think this image is set in the freezing Arctic? Why not?

 l What do we call the animals in this picture?

 l Where are they?

 l What are they doing?

 l We call a series of camels moving in single fi le a camel train. Why do you think the word ‘train’ is used? 
Would you see a camel train in Ireland? Why not? What kind of train would you fi nd in Ireland?
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Focus on the whole lower half of the poster.

Look at the poster. This shows us some images from a desert region. This is a very warm region in which 
rainfall is very scarce. Point out some desert regions on a globe. Ask children the following questions:

Can you name?

 l Name each animal / reptile / bird / arachnid on the poster that lives in the desert (camel, snake, scorpion, 
vulture, fennec fox). Do you know any other wildlife found in the desert?

 l Name humans who live in the desert. (e.g. Bedouins, Australian Aborigines)

 l Name the types of home that people use in the desert. (Tents – portable homes for nomadic people – 
people who travel from place to place in search of food and water (oasis), made of goat or camel skins; 
mud-bricked homes – permanent homes, made out of bricks formed from sun-dried mud, painted white to 
refl ect the heat)

 l Name the clothes people wear in the desert (e.g. long, fl owing, loose-fi tting robes to protect themselves 
from the heat by allowing the air to circulate; headcloth – bourque – to protect the face from sandstorms; 
light colours to refl ect the heat away from the body; made of linen or cotton …) 

 l Name the vehicles people who live in the Arctic region use to travel from place to place. (Four-wheel drive; 
dune buggy)

 l Name the physical features / challenges / weather / climate in the desert region. (Sand dunes, oases, 
cactus plant, heat, scarcity of food and water, barren, inhospitable, endangered, nomadic, resources ...)

Can you describe?

 l What words can we use to describe the weather in the desert region? (e.g. hot, humid, scorching, sizzling, 
sweltering, etc.)

 l What words can we use to describe the animals?

 1. Camel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vPxskR7qXcU (e.g. mammal, tall, hump – stores fat, nostrils 
which can close to keep out sand in desert storms, long eyelashes, furry ears, feet with two toes that can 
spread out to prevent sinking into the sand …)

 2. Vulture: https://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-vultures/ (e.g. birds of prey, wide, strong neck, glide, 
wing span, wattle …) 

 3. Scorpion: https://www.natgeokids.com/nz/discover/animals/general-animals/scorpion-facts/ 
(e.g. predatory, arachnid, sting, pincers, venom …)

Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Ask children to sort the items shown based on the extreme environment 
they belong to. Encourage them to justify the reasoning behind their selections.

The items shown are:

 l polar bear

 l cactus

 l house

 l camel

 l snake

 l motorised sledge

 l reindeer

 l tent

 l walrus

 l penguin

 l scorpion

 l vulture
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Pair talking task: Can you fi nd?
Organise the children in pairs. Ask if they can fi nd on the poster something that is predatory, stings, stores fat, 
is tall, glides, has furry ears, is made from goatskin, etc. …

Tell me why/can you explain?
In pairs, ask the children to work together to answer the following questions:

 l How do animals in the hot climate adapt (change to suit) to their environment? (e.g. long eyelashes, 
nostrils that can close, store fat while they are waiting to fi nd food and water …)

 l Why do animals in the hot climates adapt? (e.g. to survive, keep cool)

Encourage children to use a range of conjunctions when explaining, e.g. because, if, unless, although, but, 
instead of, while …

Group talking task: Same / different game
Children take it in turns to name three things that are the same and three things that are different about each 
of the following pairs: A Polar bear is the same as a grizzly bear because they are both bears / have fur / are 
large animals …. A Polar bear is different from a grizzly bear because the Polar bear is white and the grizzly 
bear is brown / lives …

 l Polar bear / grizzly bear

 l Reindeer / camel

 l Tent / igloo

 l Snow / sand

 l Sledge / dune buggy

 l Icicle / iceberg

Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘Penguin’
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘Penguin’ by June Crebbin:

Penguin
By June Crebbin

Perfectly equipped for swimming, streamlined in
Every detail, see him speed through the water,
Notice how on land, he waddles like an old-fashioned
Gentleman going into dinner,
Up and down he goes, fl at-footed, slow. But
In the water he
Never looks absurd, this graceful, polar, water-bird.

Children speak the poem with appropriate expression and actions. Ask children if they can make an acrostic 
poem using the word desert, the word Arctic or a different word relating to the content of the poster.
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Class 2nd Theme Food
Unit 13 Subtheme All types of food
Unit genre Poetry 
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: raw, dishes, fi llings, takeaway, expensive

Tier 2 examples: delectable, scrumptious, traditional, 
contemporary, consumed, popularity, feature, delicacy, cuisine

Lesson resources Multimedia links

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Pair talking task: Odd-one-out
Word tennis: Food pairs

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Digital poster (Activity mode): Activity questions
Vile Vittels: ‘Gussie’s Greasy Spoon’
Group talking task 

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode)
Storytime: Strega Nona
Group talking task: Tell it again!

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Greedy Dog’
Bushtucker Trial 

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode)
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level.

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask children the following questions:

In the poster can you see …

 l A food that is red, blue, green, white, pink, yellow, brown? Can you name any other food that has this 
colour? What colour is your favourite food? Would you eat a food that is grey / purple / black? Why?

 l A food that is a vegetable, carbohydrate, dairy, meat, poultry, fi sh? What do we know from the food 
pyramid about food choices?

 l A food that grows in the ground, on a tree, on a bush?

 l A food that is used to garnish a meal? (Spring onion, basil, chives, herbs)

 l A food that tastes spicy, bitter, sweet, sour, fresh, etc.?

 l A food that is chewy, crunchy, mushy, creamy, etc.?

 l A food that is baked, boiled, fried, etc.?

 l Alphabet food – food that begins with…

 l Can you list the foods in alphabetical order? (e.g. avocado, bacon, basil, blueberry, cabbage, caviar, 
cheese, chicken, chilli, chips, chorizo, coriander, cranberry, cucumber, dip, eggs, feta cheese, fennel, frog 
legs, haggis, ham, ketchup, lettuce, locusts, mince, mozzarella, mushroom, octopus, ox tongue, olive, onion, 
pepper, pizza, potato, radish, sauce, spring onion, snail, sweet and sour)

 l Containers for serving food? (Dish, plate, bowl, taco shell, platter)
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 l Cutlery? (Knife, fork)

 l Equipment? (Pizza cutter)

During this whole-class discussion, revise vocabulary on the theme of food developed in Junior Infants 
(Unit 13) and Senior Infants (Units 13, 14).

Encourage individual children to take on the role of teacher and ask questions based on the poster. When 
the children are familiar with the vocabulary associated with the poster, organise them into pairs. Encourage 
them to continue asking and answering questions on the theme based on the poster.

Nouns: Red pepper, apple, tomato, strawberry, raspberry, red onion, watermelon, peas, kiwi, cucumber, 
cabbage, celery, avocado, banana, carrot, potato, kiwi, dough, pizza base, tomato sauce, cheese, 
toppings – mushrooms 

Adjectives: Delicious, scrumptious, fresh, tasty, juicy, creamy, crunchy, horrible, disgusting, nasty, burnt, messy, 
raw, icy, cool, cold, chilled, freezing, delicious, tasty, scrumptious, creamy

Categorical terms: Appetisers, condiments, cutlery, equipment, utensils, delicacy

Synonyms: Delicious / yummy / tasty / scrumptious / mouth-watering, delectable; hungry / starving / ravenous / 
peckish; eat / gobble / scoff / nibble / tuck into

Verbs: Boil, bake, roast, fry, deep fry, serve, prepare, slice, chop, cut, garnish, roll, stew, poach, scramble, 
season, sprinkle, toss, spread, mix, marinate, stir, garnish, beat, serve, coat, decorate, fold, shake, grate, whip, 
pour

Pair talking task: Odd-one-out
Based on the previous discussion support the childrent to make an odd-one-out game. Make a list of four 
items where one is different from the rest based on the categories above, e.g. a list of foods which have the 
same colour / are prepared in the same way / start with the same sound, etc.

When children are familiar with the rules of the game, encourage them in pairs to generate a set of 
odd-one-out lists to try out on their friends.

Word tennis: Food pairs
Name one item from a pair of food items and ask the children to name the other item. When the children are 
familiar with the game, they play the game in pairs. Examples of food pairs:

 l Curry and rice

 l Steak and chips

 l Lettuce and tomato

 l Chips and ketchup

 l Salt and pepper

 l Strawberries and cream

 l Bread and butter

 l Jelly and ice-cream

 l Fish and chips

 l Tea and toast

 l Milk and sugar

 l Bacon and eggs
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Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Digital poster (Question mode)
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children briefl y.

Q1. What kind of food is shown in the photo on the top left?

Q2. Which country does curry come from?

Q3. Which country does pizza come from?

Q4. In which country is sushi a traditional dish?

Q5. What kind of cheese is usually found on top of a pizza?

Q6. Which of these dishes is a traditional food in Mexico?

Q7. What kind of insects are considered a delicacy in some cultures?

Q8. Which of these dishes would you most like to eat?

Q9. Why do you think different foods are popular in different countries?

Q10. Do you know any traditional Irish dishes?

Storytime: Strega Nona
Listen to the story of Strega Nona by Tomie de Paola:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULUG8IIo9-8

Ask the children if they can hear any food / cooking words. (Pasta pot, bubbled, boiled, simmer, steaming, hot, 
forks, plates, platters, bowls, helpings, pouring …) Now ask the following questions about the story:

 l What was the old lady’s name? (Strega Nona)

 l What language is this? (Italian)

 l What does this mean (Grandma Witch)

 l Where did she live? (Calabria, Italy) Locate Italy on a map.

 l Did you hear any other words in Italian in the story? (Grazia – thank you; Si – yes)

 l Do we know how to say these words in any other language? (Gaeilge; Ask children with different L1 to 
share how to say the words in their languages)

 l What do you think Strega Nona wrote on the sign in the Town Square?

 l What special instructions did she give Big Anthony about the pasta pot? (Do not touch the pasta pot)

 l Can you speak the instructions as Strega Nona – what tone of voice do you think she used / what pace 
did she speak at? Why? 

 l Sing along with the ‘Pasta Pot Song’ (Bubble, bubble pasta pot; boil me some pasta nice and hot; I’m 
hungry and its time to sup; boil enough pasta to fi ll me up; enough enough pasta pot; I have my pasta nice 
and hot; so simmer down my pot of clay; until I’m hungry another day).

 l Why do you think that the townspeople wanted to string him up – referring to Big Anthony?
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 l What did Strega Nona mean when she said the punishment must fi t the crime?

 l What words can we think of to describe how Big Anthony felt when he had eaten all the pasta? (e.g. full, 
bursting, stuffed)

Another suitable story for this theme is Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs (Judi Barrett).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5WTrmLIhgk

Group talking task: Tell it again!
Organise children in groups. Ask each group to choose another story on the topic of food that they know, 
e.g. Goldilocks and the Three Bears, The Gingerbread Man, Hansel and Gretel, Jack and the Beanstalk, The 
Princess and the Pea, The Little Red Hen …

Have groups prepare a retelling of the story, deciding who will tell which part.

Give each group an opportunity to present their retelling of the story.

Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Explain that Strega Nona lived in Italy and cooked traditional 
Italian food. Much of the food we eat today is associated with other countries and has a name which is not an 
English word. Ask the following questions:

 l What food can you see on the poster that has a name which is not an English word? (Sushi, pizza, taco, 
feta). Explain that curry is an English word now but originally came from the Indian word kari, meaning 
sauce, referring to a dish cooked in a sauce with spices. Explain that escargot is the French word for snails 
and caviar comes from the French word caviar meaning fi sh eggs.

 l Can you think of food we eat which comes from Italy and has an Italian name? (Pepperoni, salami, panini, 
pancetta, mascarpone, mozzarella, cappuccino, cornetto)

 l Do you notice anything unusual about these Italian words? (They all end in a vowel)

 l What food can you see on the poster that has a name which ends in a vowel? (Sushi, pizza, pepperoni, 
taco, feta, avocado, parma ham, tapa(s), bruschetta, chilli, mozzarella, pepperoni)

 l The word ‘rice’ ends in a vowel also. How is it different? (The vowel is not pronounced)

 l Do you know any food we eat which comes from France and has a French name? (Baguette, crepe, 
quiche, croissant, éclair, madeleine …); What French words / phrases are associated with food? (e.g. 
gourmet; bon appétit)

 l What are names of some Mexican / Spanish foods?  (e.g. tortilla, taco, chorizo, paella); German foods? 
(e.g. hamburger, gummibear, pumpernickel bread, marzipan) Explain that Bagel is a Polish word; Wok is a 
Chinese word.

 l If there are children of other nationalities in the class, encourage them to talk about their native foods. 
Compare and contrast the type of food / cooking in different countries.
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Digital poster (Activity mode): Activity questions
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the possible answers with 
the children.

Q1. I love rich, spicy foods – the hotter the better! What should I order? 

Q2. The weather is too hot to eat anything heavy. I’d like something light, healthy and nutritious. Any ideas? 

Q3. It’s my fi rst time in a Japanese restaurant – what should I order? 

Q4. I am on holidays in France and I want to try some traditional French cuisine. What do you suggest?

Q5. I am going to the new Mexican restaurant this evening, but I don’t know what to expect. What do you think will be on the 
menu? 

Q6. I like to be adventurous when it comes to food. I’d love to try something REALLY unusual that most of my friends aren’t brave 
enough to eat! What will I order?

Vile Vittels: ‘Gussie’s Greasy Spoon’
Explain to children that we don’t always enjoy the taste/fl avour/texture/colour/smell of food we are not 
familiar with.

Read the poem aloud to the class, asking them whether or not the food appeals.

Gussie’s Greasy Spoon

Every day, at ten past noon,
I enter GUSSIE’S GREASY SPOON,
I plop down in the nearest seat,
and order food unfi t to eat.
I try the juice, it’s warm and vile,
the scrambled eggs are green as bile,
the beets are blue, the beans are grey,
the caulifl ower tastes like clay

At GUSSIE’S GREASY SPOON, the stew
is part cement, part hay, part glue,
it’s mostly gristle, ropy tough,
a tiger couldn’t chew the stuff.
The rancid soup is foul and thin,
a bit like bitter medicine,
the melon smells, the salad sags,
the mashed potatoes seem like rags.

One whiff of Gussie’s weird cuisine
makes stomachs ache, turns faces green,
her mouldy muffi ns have no peers,
they’ll make you sick for forty years.
The coffee’s cold, the cake is stale,
the doughnuts taste like pickled whale,
yet, every day, at ten past noon,
I eat at GUSSIE’S GREASY SPOON.
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Have a discussion based on the poem. Invite all children to discuss the answers to the questions in pairs, then 
some children share their thoughts with the class.

What food is available to eat at Gussie’s Greasy Spoon?

What colours are the food?

How does the food look / taste?

Which food do you think is worst?

What words are used to describe that food?

What would you choose to eat in Gussie’s Greasy Spoon?

Why is it called Gussie’s Greasy Spoon, do you think?

Group talking task
Devise an advertisement for Gussie’s Greasy Spoon to entice people to dine there.

Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Greedy Dog’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem, ‘Greedy Dog’ by James Hurley:

 Greedy Dog
By James Hurley

This dog will eat anything.
Apple cores and bacon fat,
Milk you poured out for the cat.
He likes the string that ties the roast
And relishes hot buttered toast.
Hide your chocolates! He’s a thief,
He’ll even eat your handkerchief.
And if you don’t like sudden shocks,
Carefully conceal your socks.
Leave some soup without a lid,
And you’ll wish you never did.
When you think he must be full,
You’ll fi nd him gobbling bits of wool,
Orange peel or paper bags,
Dusters and old cleaning rags.
This dog will eat anything,
Except for mushrooms and cucumber.
Now what is wrong with those, I wonder?
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Ask children, what food words are used in the poem?

Can you replace each one with a synonym?

Why do you think the dog won’t eat mushrooms and cucumber?

Bushtucker Trial
Have the class watch a video of a bushtucker trial from I’m a Celebrity, Get Me Out of Here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SWV9C9MaQRA

Ask children, if you were in charge of the programme, what bushtucker trial would you set and why?
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Class 2nd Theme Food
Unit 14 Subtheme Tasty treats
Unit genre Procedure
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: brownies, fl our, baking, measure, chocolate

chips, grease
Tier 2 examples: transfer, cooled, delicious, pre-heat, essence, 
weighing scales, spatula, caster sugar

Lesson resources Multimedia links

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Pair talking tasks: Listen and label; Same/different

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion 
Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity
The cheerful chocoholic

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode): Storytime: 
Thunder Cake 
Tell to teach

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘This is Just to Say’

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode)
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level. 

As you listen to the story, look carefully at the poster.

Digital poster (Story mode): Talk and discussion 
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask children the following questions:

 l What ingredients do we need to make chocolate brownies? (Butter, eggs, fl our, caster sugar, baking 
powder, vanilla essence, chocolate chips)

 l Do you know another word that sounds like fl our but means something different and is spelled differently? 
(Flower)

 l What other types of sugar do we have? (Icing sugar, granulated sugar); How are these types of sugar 
different? (Icing sugar is the most fi nely ground); What is baking powder? (A chemical ingredient used to 
make the baking mixture rise and become light); What is vanilla essence? (Highly concentrated vanilla 
fl avour).

 l What ingredients begin with a ‘ch’ sound; rhyme with fl utter/legs/hour/making/chowder?

 l Which ingredients are two-syllable words? (Butter, powder, essence)

 l Some ingredients have two words in the name. Can you remember which ones? (Caster sugar, baking 
powder, vanilla essence)

 l Can you arrange the ingredients in alphabetical order? (Baking powder, butter, caster sugar, chocolate 
chips, eggs, fl our, vanilla essence)
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 l What utensils do we need to make chocolate brownies? (e.g. baking tray, weighing scales, bowl, 
teaspoon, wooden spoon, spatula, oven gloves)

 l What appliances do we use? (e.g. oven, electric mixer / food processor …)

 l Do you know the names of any other appliances we use when we are preparing food? (e.g. cooker, 
microwave; kettle, toaster, coffee maker, coffee grinder, waffl e maker / iron, ice cream maker, food 
processor, blender, pressure cooker …)

 l What actions do we use to make chocolate brownies? (e.g. preheat, grease, weigh, measure, put, stir, 
melt, transfer, add, mix, pour, scrape, smooth, cut)

 l Add an adverb: Can we describe these actions more clearly? (e.g. grease thoroughly, weigh carefully, 
measure correctly, put gently, stir vigorously, melt slowly, smooth evenly)

 l Add the actions to the equipment and ingredients in the right order to describe the method used: 
Pre-heat the oven, grease the baking tray …

 Pair talking tasks
Model these tasks with the whole class fi rst.

Listen and label

Ask the children, ‘Can you label the missing ingredient?’ (Butter, eggs, vanilla essence, fl our, chocolate chips) 
Repeat, changing the missing ingredient each time.

Same / different

Have a discussion with the class comparing and contrasting the different types of spoon: teaspoon; wooden 
spoon; soup spoon; dessert spoon; salad spoon; ice-cream sundae spoon; tablespoon; slotted spoon; 
measuring spoon; ladle. Explain how ‘spoon’ is used in words such as spoon-feed and spoonful.

Organise the class to compare how spoons are the same and different, e.g.

 l A teaspoon is the same as a soup spoon because they are both used with liquid.

 l A teaspoon is different from a soup spoon because it is smaller and has a different shape.

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.
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Digital poster (Question mode)
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children briefl y.

Q1. What can you bake with this recipe?

Q2. How many eggs do you need?

Q3. What temperature does the oven need to be?

Q4. Why should you grease the baking tray?

Q5. Why should you use a weighing scale?

Q6. What would you need a wooden spoon for?

Q7. Why would you need to use a spatula?

Q8. Why do you think people preheat the oven when they are cooking?

Q9. Have you ever baked chocolate brownies? What were they like?

Q10. Do you think it is a good idea for a recipe to have pictures? Why do you think that?

Storytime: Thunder Cake
Listen to the story with the class, then ask them the following questions: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhhtKGCsAyY

 l Who was the little girl in the story? (Patricia Polacco, the author)

 l Where did Patricia Polacco’s grandma come from? (Russia)

 l What is the Russian word for grandma? (Baboushka) – Connect with the Italian word encountered in 
Strega Nona (Nona)

 l Why was the little girl in the story frightened? (Because of the storm)

 l Do you like thunderstorms? Why or why not?

 l Why did Grandma decide to make a thunder cake?

 l How did they know how far away the storm was?

 l Where did she get the ingredients? (Mean Nellie Peck Hen; Kick Cow)

 l Can you think of other describing words (adjectives) for these animals?

 l Is this where we go to get ingredients when we are baking?

 l What was the secret ingredient? (Luscious tomatoes)

 l Can you remember any of the sounds the thunder and lightning made? (e.g. roared, barooooom, crackled, 
kabooooom …) Remind the children of the term ‘alliteration’.

 l Can you remember the method they used to make the cake? 

 l Did they use any words that we haven’t used for making the chocolate brownies? (Batter; churned; 
frosting [US term for icing]; wedge)

If you would like to try to make the thunder cake in your classroom, follow the directions on this website:
https://snapguide.com/guides/make-thunder-cake/
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Tell to teach 
Making reference to the sequence of actions when making either the chocolate brownies or the thunder cake 
or both, ask the children the following questions:

 l According to this recipe, what do you do fi rst / last?

 l What must you do before …; after ….; next; during; while

 l When should you …?

 l If you … what would you do next?

 l If … happened, then what should you do?

 l What happens between … and …?

 l While you are … what else is happening?

Target language: before, after, between, because, if, then, while, unless

Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Zoom in on the image of the ingredients. Ask the following questions:

 l Which of these ingredients do you like most? (Chocolate)

 l Why do we like chocolate so much?

Now tell the class you’re going to fi nd out how our chocolate bar is actually made! Play 
a video demonstrating the main features of chocolate-making, such as in the link below: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJdeQABAc_w

Focus on the following language based on the video: bean, cacao tree, heat, water, equator, rain forest, 
shade, fl ower, bark, pods, ripe, pulp, scoop, bitter, chocolate factory, delicious treat, roast, oven, dark, grind, 
paste, sugar, milk, stir, mould, cool, solid, wrap, etc.

Next, play the class a TV advertisement for chocolate (e.g. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNRSHr3b4uA) 
Ask:

 l What delicious words could we use to entice people to eat more chocolate? (e.g. creamy, dark, dreamy, 
irresistible, gooey, silky, smooth, luscious, melt in the mouth, treat …)

 l Who makes chocolate? (A chocolatier)

 l What kind of food is chocolate? (Confectionery)

Digital poster (Activity mode): Sorting activity
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Ask children to sort the items needed to make chocolate brownies. 
Encourage them to justify the reasoning behind their selections.

The items shown are:

 l Butter

 l Caster sugar

 l Milk

 l Baking powder

 l Olive oil

 l Eggs

 l Chocolate chips

 l Spices

 l Flour

 l Cheese

 l Vanilla essence

 l Salt
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The cheerful chocoholic
Each child in turn adds a descriptive word before the word ‘chocolate’. The class claps three times after each 
child speaks:

Child A: The cheerful chocoholic enjoys chunky chocolate.

Class claps three times

Child B: The cheerful chocoholic enjoys delicious chocolate.

Class claps three times

(amazing, bite-sized, bubbly, creamy, crisp, dark, delicious, edible, exotic, fabulous, fl aky, glossy, heavenly, 
irresistible, luscious, mouth-watering, perfect, silky, sticky, sweet, sugary, tasty, tangy, white)

Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)  
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):   ‘This is Just to Say’ 
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘This is Just to Say’ by William Carlos Williams:

This is Just to Say
By William Carlos Williams

I have eaten
the plums
that were in
the icebox
and which
you were probably
saving
for breakfast
Forgive me
they were delicious
so sweet
and so cold

Ask the children:

 l Why do you think this poem is called ‘This is Just to Say?’ Why does it not rhyme? Why is it so short? 
(Because it’s a note / letter to the person who owns the plums)

 l Why do you think the poet ate the plums?

 l Have you ever eaten something that belonged to something else?
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In pairs or small groups, have children to write their own version of the poem, substituting the food they ate 
and where they found it, e.g:

I have eaten
The chocolate
That was in
The cupboard
And which 
you were probably
saving
for a special treat
Forgive me
It was delicious
So rich
And so creamy

Ask children to think of their favourite food and come up with fi ve words to describe the taste and texture.
(Sweet, salty, hot, cold, bitter, sour, fi zzy, soft, hard, etc.)
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Class 2nd Theme Holidays
Unit 15 Subtheme Adventures with authors
Unit genre Narrative
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: author, famous, imagination, developed, character, 

wonderful, plot, magical
Tier 2 examples: humour, wacky, gripped, suspense, fantasy, 
mystery, genre, bestseller, viewpoint, sequels, series

Lesson resources Multimedia links

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Pair talking task: About the author
I spy

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Ask the character
Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice 
questions

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Pair talking task: Design a book cover

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘The Writer of this 
Poem’
Create the character

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode)
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level.

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Ask children the following questions:

 l What do all of the people featured in this poster do? (Write books)

 l What do we call a person who writes books? (Author)

 l Can you name any of the authors of these books? (J.K. Rowling, Roald Dahl, Roddy Doyle, David 
Walliams, Jacqueline Wilson, Enid Blyton)

 l Would you say that these authors are well known? Can you think of one word we might use for someone 
who is well known? (Famous)

 l These are all famous authors. What do you think makes an author famous? (Writes good books which 
lots of people read and talk about)

 l Which of these authors wrote books for children a long time ago? (Roald Dahl, Enid Blyton) Why do you 
think that? (Black and white photos)

 l What do you think makes a book good? (e.g. Interesting, suspense, good plot, etc.)

 l Do you think the books written by authors long ago can still be enjoyed by children today? Why do you 
think that might be?

 l Do you know any of the books featured on this poster? Would you say this is a good book? Why? Turn to 
your classmate and tell the story.
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Pair talking task: About the author
Organise the children in pairs. Give each pair four pieces of information about one author – you may want to 
present these in a graphic organiser. Children use the information to develop a presentation about the author. 
Each pair share fi ndings with another pair. Have some pairs make a presentation to the class based on their 
fi ndings about the author.

 l J.K. Rowling about the author facts: Born July 31, 1965 (same birthday as Harry Potter); born in the UK; 
wrote her fi rst story when she was six years old; favourite sport is basketball; worked as an English 
teacher in Portugal.

 l Roald Dahl about the author facts: Born September 13; 1916 in Cardiff; in 1939 he learned to fl y; he liked 
to travel; wrote stories in a hut in his garden; invented 500 new words (see https://www.theguardian.com/
childrens-books-site/2016/jun/14/roald-dahl-dictionary-best-gobblefunk-words).

 l Roddy Doyle about the author facts: Born May 8 1958 in Dublin; teacher of English and Geography; writes 
stories for children and for adults; wrote fi rst children’s book The Giggler Treatment, in 2000.

 l David Walliams about the author facts: Born August 20, 1971 in the UK; favourite chocolate is Maltesers; 
favourite author is Roald Dahl; once he rescued a labrador from the River Thames in London; when he 
was young his sister used to dress him up in girls’ clothes for fun.

 l Jacqueline Wilson about the author facts: Born December 17, 1945 in Bath, UK; wrote her fi rst story at 
the age of seven; had the nickname ‘Jacky Daydream’ in school; swims every day; has 15,000 books in her 
library; has one daughter named Emma; favourite rock group is Queen.

 l Enid Blyton about the author facts: Born August 11, 1897 in London; she was the head girl in her school; 
she had a daughter named Imogen; she was a teacher; she was a prolifi c writer (wrote many books), she 
wrote more than 600 children’s books.

I spy
Organise children in pairs. Ask pairs to focus on the images of authors. Each child in turn describes the author 
without revealing the name. The partner must guess the name. 

Child A: The author I am looking at is a man who has black hair and is smiling. He writes hilarious stories.

Child B: I think the author you are looking at is David Walliams.

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.

Spotlight on the book cover of The Boy in the Dress. Ask the class the following questions:

 l What do we call the front part of the book? (Book cover)

 l What does the book cover do? (Makes us want / entices us to read the book)

 l What can we tell from the cover of a book? (Title, author, illustrator, description, genre)

 l What information do we get about this book from the cover?

 l What words are used in the description to give us information about the book? (Hilarious, bestseller)
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 l What do these words suggest about the book? Do you think they are good words to entice us to read the 
book? Why?

 l Is this a true story? (Fiction: A made-up story from the author’s imagination)

Explain to the children about other genres of stories. Fantasy: A story which has strange/unusual characters, 
events, places; Mystery: A story about something which is puzzling.

 l Besides words, what else do we notice about the cover of The Boy in the Dress? (e.g. image, colour, 
type / size of font)

Scaffold the children to give an account of what they know about this book based on the information on the 
cover. Encourage the children to present three or four complex sentences. (e.g. This is a book called The Boy 
in the Dress, written by David Walliams and illustrated by Quentin Blake. It is a very funny story which a lot of 
people are buying because it is a very funny book. The cover has a picture of a boy kicking a football. This is a 
fi ctional story. I would / would not like to read this book because…)

Spotlight each of the book covers and explore in a similar manner.

Follow this with a discussion on the idiomatic phrase Don’t judge a book by its cover. When we look at a book 
cover and try to guess what kind of book it is and what it will be about, are we always right? 

Explain that you can’t tell what’s inside a book just by looking at its cover, and you can’t always tell what’s 
inside a person from what you see on the outside.

Encourage children to think of a time when they made a judgement (about a book/person) but were proved to 
be wrong.

Digital poster (Question mode)
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y.

Q1. Which author wrote Harry Potter?

Q2. Which author wrote The Boy in the Dress?

Q3. What is the name of the movie shown in the last photo?

Q4. What is special about the dog in The Rover Adventures?

Q5. Can you name two books that were written by Roald Dahl?

Q6. Which of these authors wrote Ratburger and Gangsta Granny?

Q7. How many sequels are there to The Story of Tracy Beaker?

Q8. Do you have a favourite author? Why are they your favourite?

Q9. Why do you think Enid Blyton’s books are still popular with children, even though they were written a long time ago?

Q10. Do you think it is a good idea to make books into movies? Why?

Group talking task: Design a book cover
Organise the children in groups. In each group, children agree a favourite book and complete a book cover 
template. See labelled downloadable template here for reference:

https://www.teachingideas.co.uk/reading/the-parts-of-a-book
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Within the groups, each child in turn takes on the role of either the scribe or the illustrator during the 
completion of the task. Other assigned roles may include, for example: materials organiser, encourager, 
questioner, word wizard, co-ordinator, presenter(s). Ask groups to swap their book cover with another group. 
Each group prepares a presentation about the book based on the cover received from another group. 

Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Play the clip below and ask children the following questions:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZXEGBfYxo0

 l What is the word used for a storyteller? (Swizzfi ggler)

 l What are chiddlers? (Children)

 l According to the video, what do chiddlers love the most? (Chocolate)

 l Who is the world’s greatest swizzfi ggler? (Roald Dahl)

Now let’s fi nd out about what Roald Dahl did when he set about writing a story.

Play the following clip to 1:38 and ask the questions that follow.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nQkz_X1Rg60

 l Where did Roald Dahl go when he was writing a story?

 l Why did he go to the writing hut?

 l What was the writing hut like?

 l Would you like to have a writing hut in your garden? Why?

 l What did Roald Dahl use when he was writing?

 l How is this different from how a writer today would work?

Ask the character
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Focus on the movie image from Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone. Animate this scene from the movie by playing the following clip:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BSgm0q-Yud0

Ask:

 l Where is this story set?

 l What is the Sorting Hat doing? Why? (Sorting children into groups, so they know what house they are in)

 l How does the Sorting Hat describe Harry? (Courage, talent, good mind, thirst to prove himself)

 l Which characters are assigned to Gryffi ndor? Why?

 l Do you think this is a fair / effi cient way to sort? Why?

Ask the class what questions they would ask the Sorting Hat if they could meet it.
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Digital poster: Multiple-choice questions
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Listen to each multiple-choice question and discuss the possible 
answers with the children. Select the correct answer to move on to the next question.

Q1.
A1.

How many books are there in the Harry Potter book series?
Five / Six / Seven / Eight

Q2.
A2.

Who is the author of The Witches and Matilda?
Enid Blyton / Roald Dahl / David Walliams / Roddy Doyle

Q3.
A3.

Which of these books has been made into a movie twice?
Matilda / The Witches / Harry Potter / Charlie and the Chocolate Factory

Q4.
A4.

Who is the author of The Boy in the Dress and Gangsta Granny?
Jacqueline Wilson / Enid Blyton / David Walliams / Roddy Doyle

Q5.
A5.

Which of these books was NOT written by Enid Blyton?
The Story of Tracy Beaker / The Magic Faraway Tree / Noddy / 
The Famous Five

Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode):
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘The Writer of this Poem’
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘The Writer of this Poem’ by Roger McGough:

The Writer of this Poem
By Roger McGough

The writer of this poem
Is taller than a tree
As keen as the North wind
As handsome as can be

As bold as a boxing glove
As sharp as a nib
As strong as scaffolding
As tricky as a fi b

As smooth as an ice cream
As quick as a lick
As clean as a chemist shop
As clever as a tick

The writer of this poem
Never ceases to amaze
He’s one in a million billion
(or so the poem says!)
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Encourage children to speak the poem aloud with appropriate actions and expression. Ask the class the 
following questions:

 l An author is someone who writes stories. What do we call someone who writes poems? (Poet)

 l What is the difference between a story and a poem? (Length, rhyme)

 l Who is the poet in this poem talking about? How do you know?

 l How does this poet describe himself? Is his description positive / negative?

 l How does he make his description clear? (Similes)

Create the character
Draw a picture of what you think this poet looks like and label it with the appropriate similes from the poem.
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Class 2nd Theme Holidays
Unit 16 Subtheme Heroes and villains
Unit genre Narrative
Vocabulary Tier 1 examples: heroes, villains, ordinary, super power, skills

Tier 2 examples: character, heroic, villainous, despite, courage, 
wit, menacing, fi ercely, hardship, struggle, inspire, radioactive, 
sorcerer, fi ctional

Lesson resources Multimedia links

Fortnightly plan

Lesson 1 Digital poster (Story mode) 
Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion; 
Superhero song
Pair talking task: Hero favourites

Lesson 3 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Guess who!; Circle time teasers
Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice 
questions; Bam, Wham, Kapow!

Lesson 2 Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
Digital poster (Question mode) 
Pair talking task: Superhero sentence scramble; 
opposites chant

Lesson 4 Digital poster (Label mode) 
Digital poster (Poem mode): ‘Auntie Betty Thinks 
She’s Batgirl’
Auntie Betty’s gear and gadgets

Lesson 1

Digital poster (Story mode)
Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the class, depending on the ability level.

Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Go to the Explore mode of the poster. Spotlight the image third from the right on the bottom of the poster. 
Elicit/introduce the characters in the poster. Ask children the following questions:

 l Are the two people in the picture the same? How are they different? [Focus on physical features, clothes, 
traits, colour and appearance: e.g. witch, hag, bright, dark, ugly, pretty, sharp, pointy, lumpy, angular, evil, 
wicked, nasty, hateful, unkind, unfriendly, etc.]

 l These are people who feature in a story. We call them characters. Are characters real people? (No, they 
are fi ctional)

 l We fi nd characters in stories. Some are good characters and others are bad. What words do we use for 
good / bad characters in a story? (Hero / villain)

 l Explain what a hero / villain is. (A person who shows great courage and is admired for his or her 
achievements; an evil person who opposes a hero)

 l How could we describe someone who is very brave? (Heroic)

Spotlight the image of Batman. Ask the following question:

 l Would you say that Batman is a hero? What qualities does this character have that show us he is a 
hero? (adjectives: brave, caring, kind, confi dent, considerate, courageous, daring, fearless, strong, tough, 
adventurous, heroic, unafraid, noble, epic, persevering; nouns: a hero shows courage / bravery; performs 
kind acts; verbs: a hero fi ghts / saves / rescues / defeats)
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Spotlight Superman. Ask the following questions:

 l Would you say that Superman is a hero? Is he a hero like Batman? (He is a superhero – someone who has 
special powers which are used to help other people)

 l What special powers does Superman have? (e.g. power of fl ight, superhuman strength, X-ray vision, 
speed, enhanced hearing)

 l What have heroes and superheroes in common? (They help others, wear costumes, show courage / 
bravery)

Play the Superhero Song for the class. Encourage them to perform appropriate actions: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Py4fhsx3Ct4

Emphasise superhero vocabulary:

Nouns: superpowers, trouble, heroes, tower, trouble, city streets, tower, cape, mask, gloves

Verbs: fl y, stomp, roar, lasso, blast off, run, climb, sneak, glide

Phrases: save the day / soaring through the clouds

Spotlight on Lord Voldemort. Ask the following questions:

 l Would you say that Lord Voldemort is a hero? Why not? What qualities does this character have that 
show us he is a villain? (e.g. bad, mean, evil, horrible, cruel, scary, spooky, ugly, wicked, weird, monster, 
revolting, ruthless, gruesome …)

 l What do villains in stories usually do?

Focus now on the whole poster. Ask the following questions:

 l Can you name the heroes / villains on the poster? (Superman, Dorothy (Tin Man / Scarecrow), Elsa, Anna, 
Batman, The Avengers (Captain America, Iron Man, Hulk, Thor, Black Widow), Star Wars (Rey, Finn), 
Wonder Woman, Harry Potter, Spider-Man, Smurfs, Gargamel, Lord Voldemort, Wicked Witch of the 
West, Thanos, Black Widow)

 l Encourage some individual children to introduce characters to others who may not be familiar with them 
(scaffold children to include information about the name, qualities, powers, actions, vehicles, equipment 
used by the character). Which are heroes / superheroes / villains? How do you know?

Pair talking task: Hero favourites
Organise the children in pairs. In turn, each child shares with their partner what they know about ONE of the 
characters in the poster:

 l Which is your partner’s favourite / least favourite character? Why?

 l Which character would your partner like to be? Why? 

 l Report your fi ndings to the class.

Lesson 2

Digital poster (Story mode): Recap
 Play either the Story mode 1 (starters) or Story mode 2 (fl yers) for the children again. Make sure they 
understand all of the vocabulary.
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Digital poster (Question mode)
Go to the Question mode of the poster. Listen to each question and discuss the answers with the children 
briefl y.

Q1. Which movie is shown in the fi rst large photograph on the left?

Q2. What are Rey and Finn doing in the Star Wars photograph?

Q3. Who is the hero in the top-left photo?

Q4. Who was the villain in The Wizard of Oz?

Q5. What made Elsa overcome her fears in Frozen?

Q6. How did Spider-Man get his super powers?

Q7. Can you name three of the Avengers?

Q8. Why do you think people enjoy stories about heroes and villains?

Q9. What is your favourite hero story?

Q10. Who do you think is the worst villain? Why?

Pair talking tasks
Superhero sentence scramble

Model this activity with the whole class fi rst, then organise the children in pairs and ask each child in turn to 
complete the sentence.

Superheroes can / wear / are / use

 l Superheroes can fl y, climb, run, attack, save, rescue …

 l Superheroes wear costumes, capes, masks, gloves / gauntlets, boots, helmets, rigs, suit of armour …

 l Superheroes use equipment / gadgets / tools, vehicles – batmobile, spidermobile, hulkcopter, motor cycle, 
tank, weapons, shields, wand, sword / sabre, repellent spray, bow and arrow, lasso of truth …

 l Superheroes are brave, caring, kind, confi dent, considerate, courageous, daring, fearless, strong, tough …

To make this task more complex, take some of the completed sentences and jumble them up orally (or ask the 
children to do this). Ask the children to unscramble the sentence and put it back in the right order orally.

Opposites chant

Ask everyone to look at the poster. Say one word associated with the poster. Everyone in the class claps 
three times. One child chants a word which depicts the opposite meaning e.g.

Teacher: Good

Children: Clap three times

[Select one child to respond]

Child: Bad / evil / wicked / mischievous

More examples for opposites chant: dark / light, black / white; kind / mean, nasty; pretty / ugly; truth / lie; 
honest / dishonest, deceitful; safe / unsafe, truth / lie, etc.

This game can be played in pairs or small groups when the children are familiar with the format and the 
vocabulary.
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Lesson 3

 Digital poster (Explore mode): Talk and discussion
Go to the Explore mode with children again. Organise children in pairs.

Guess who!

Child A chooses one character – hero / superhero / villain from the poster – but doesn’t tell B which one.

Child B can ask fi ve questions to guess which character A has chosen. Scaffold the children where necessary 
to ask questions about:

 l Superpowers

 l Clothing

 l Equipment

 l Vehicles

 l Character traits

After a set amount of time ask A to tell B who they were thinking of if B hasn’t already guessed. Ask a few 
children who their partner’s superhero was and how they guessed it.

The children then switch roles.

Circle time teasers

Organise the children to sit in circles in groups of four to six. There is one empty chair in the circle. This is the 
Question Chair. Each child in turn sits in the Question Chair and asks the group a question about the poster. 
Any member of the group may answer the question. When the question is answered correctly, the next child 
moves into the Question Chair.

Children are free to ask any question about what they see in the poster, e.g.

Child 1: Which person in the poster would you be most afraid of? Why?

Child 2: Can you see a character in the poster who is in a palace / desert / city / fantasy world?

Child 3: Who would you say is wearing the most brightly coloured costume in the poster? 

Digital poster (Activity mode): Multiple-choice questions; Bam, Wham, Kapow!
Go to the Activity mode of the poster. Listen to each multiple-choice question and discuss the possible 
answers with the children. Select the correct picture to move on to the next question.

Q1. Which of these heroes is an alien?

Q2. Which of these heroes is part of The Avengers?

Q3. Which heroes teamed up to fi ght The First Order?

Q4. Which of these heroes has a superpower?

Q5. Which of these villains wants to defeat Harry Potter?

Zoom in on the image of Rey and Finn. Ask the children:

 l What do you think is happening in this image?

 l What do you think Rey is thinking?

 l What do you think Finn is saying?
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 l What sounds could we hear if this was a movie?

 l Talk about superhero / villain sounds (e.g. pow, bang, smash, splat, bam, krunch, wham, splosh, boom, 
zap, kapow, boing …).

If appropriate, introduce the term onomatopoeia.

Group talking task
Organise the children in groups. Ask them to look carefully at the image of the Avengers on the poster.

Tell them to reproduce a still image of the scene depicted on the poster and give their image a title.

Ask them to bring their image to life by making each character speak speaks his or her thoughts aloud. Ask 
what they think will happen next using the superhero / villain sounds.

Lesson 4

Digital poster (Label mode)
Go to the Label mode of the poster. Review the vocabulary. Have children take turns dragging the labels onto 
the correct location in the poster.

Digital poster (Poem mode):  ‘Auntie Betty Thinks She’s Batgirl’
Go to the Poem mode of the poster and play the poem ‘Auntie Betty Thinks She’s Batgirl’ by Andrea Shavick:

 Auntie Betty Thinks She’s Batgirl
By Andrea Shavick

Auntie Betty pulls her cloak on
And the mask – the one with ears.
Almost ready, check the lipstick,
Wait until the neighbours cheer.
Through the window. What a leap!
She lands right in the driver’s seat.
Off she goes with style and grace
To make our world a better place.

Auntie Betty’s gear and gadgets
Organise the children in groups of four. Give each group an A3 sheet of paper. Each child in turn takes on the 
role of either the scribe or the illustrator during the completion of the task. Other assigned roles may include, 
for example: Materials organiser, encourager, questioner, word wizard, co-ordinator, presenter(s).

Design a costume (gear) OR a vehicle OR a tool / piece of equipment (gadget) for Auntie Betty to use when 
she goes with style and grace to make our world a better place.

When everyone is fi nished, organise group presentations of their work to the class. 
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Starlight Oral Language – Second Class Starters and Flyers 
stories

Unit 1 Starters Story Flyers Story
A hobby is something you like to do for fun in your 
free time. Let’s look at some of the most popular 
hobbies for kids.

A hobby is an activity that you do for fun, in your 
free time. Children can choose from a whole 
range of hobbies – there’s something to suit every 
interest! Let’s take a look at some of the most 
popular pastimes for kids.

Football is a fun game and a hobby! It is a good 
hobby for people who like sports and playing 
outdoors. It’s also a great way to keep fi t.

Football is a fun game and a hobby! It’s ideal 
for people who enjoy sports and spending time 
outdoors. It’s also a great way to keep fi t. You can 
learn cool skills and tricks and get the chance to 
be part of a team!

Taekwondo is a martial art. It involves lots of 
jumping and fast kicking. These kids are sparring. 
They are wearing special helmets and chest pads 
to protect their bodies.

Taekwondo is a martial art that involves jumping 
and fast kicking techniques. This sport requires 
a lot of discipline. These kids are sparring, so 
they’re wearing protective headgear and chest 
pads.

Being able to swim is a great skill. Swimming also 
helps keep us fi t and healthy. Some people like 
to fl oat on their backs. Other people like to race 
through the water. Can you swim?

Being able to swim is a terrifi c life skill to have. 
Swimming is also a great way of keeping fi t and 
healthy. Some people like to doggy-paddle or fl oat 
on their backs. Others prefer to race through the 
water. Do you know how to swim?

Drama is an excellent hobby for kids. Actors can 
dress up as lots of different people and take part 
in a play.

Drama is an excellent hobby for creative kids. 
As an actor, you can dress up as lots of different 
characters and perform on a stage.

If you like music, your hobby might be playing a 
musical instrument. These children are playing the 
fl ute, the violin and the cello. Some people like to 
play music by themselves; others prefer playing in 
a band.

If you like music, your hobby might involve 
playing a musical instrument. There are so many 
wonderful instruments to choose from – you 
could learn how to play the fl ute, the violin, the 
saxophone, the cello; the list is endless! Some 
musicians like to play by themselves; others prefer 
to perform in a band.

Reading is a relaxing hobby. You just need to fi nd 
a good book and a quiet place to read. When we 
read books, we can fi nd out about other people 
and worlds.

Reading is a very relaxing hobby. All you need is 
a quiet comfortable space and a good book that 
captures your imagination. Reading allows us to 
escape from real life for a while and discover other 
people and worlds.

Most kids love to play video games. Playing video 
games can teach children how to solve problems. 
This hobby can be great fun, but it’s not a good 
idea to play for too long.

Most kids love to play video games. While it’s 
probably not a good idea to play for hours and 
hours at a time, video games can be great 
fun. They can also improve your hand-eye 
coordination and problem-solving skills.

Can you see your hobby on this poster? Which of the hobbies on this poster do you enjoy? 
Are any of your hobbies not shown on this poster?
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Unit 2
It’s lunchtime! The schoolyard is very busy. Some 
children are painting the school wall, others are 
playing games with their friends.

It’s lunchtime! The schoolyard is a hive of activity 
and excitement. Some children are painting the 
school wall, others are playing games with their 
friends.

These two girls are having lunch. Their parents 
have made some tasty food for them. Sometimes 
they swap and share their lunches.

These two girls are having lunch on the bench. 
Their parents have prepared some tasty and 
nutritious lunches for them. Sometimes they swap 
and share food.

It sounds like this group of friends are talking 
about the soccer game. The children in this school 
like different teams, so there’s always lots to talk 
about after a big match.

Sounds like this group of friends are talking 
about football. I bet they’re discussing last night’s 
soccer game. The students in this school support 
different teams, so there’s always plenty of debate 
going on after a big match.

Sometimes accidents happen when we play 
outside. This girl has fallen over, but her friend is 
helping her up. It’s good when friends help each 
other.

When playing outside, sometimes accidents can 
happen. Somebody has fallen over, but help is at 
hand! The great thing about school is that when 
you fall, there’s always somebody there to help 
you up. It’s good when friends look out for each 
other.

Uh-oh. It looks like this girl is being left out of the 
skipping game. That’s not very nice. She looks 
very sad. I hope she fi nds some new friends to 
play with.

Uh-oh – maybe I spoke too soon. It looks like 
somebody is not being included in this skipping 
game. That’s not very nice. She looks very sad 
and upset. It’s not a pleasant feeling to be left out. 
I hope she fi nds some great friends to play with 
soon.

These children are painting pictures on the school 
wall. This kind of painting is called a mural. Their 
teacher looks very happy with their work.

This group of students are painting a giant mural 
on the school wall. Their teacher is supervising, 
and he looks delighted with their work so far!

Tag! You’re it! The children in this school love to 
play a game of tag! These boys are running as 
fast as they can, trying not to get caught.

Tag! You’re it! Tag is one of the most popular 
games at this school! Everyone is running around 
like crazy, trying to avoid being ‘it’! Don’t slow 
down or you could get caught – and you know 
what that means!

Lunchtime is great fun. But oh – I hear the bell! 
Time to get back to class, everyone!

Lunchtime is great fun. But oh – there goes the 
bell! Time to get back to class, everyone!

Unit 3
It is hot and wet and there isn’t much light. You 
can hear noises like buzzing and howling. You are 
in a rainforest!

It is humid and sticky and wet and wild. There 
isn’t much light and all around you can hear 
buzzing and squawking and howling. You are in a 
rainforest!

Rainforests are jungles that have very tall trees. A 
lot of rain falls there every year. 

Rainforests are dense jungles with tall trees. They 
get a high amount of rainfall every year. 

They are hot, sticky places, full of unusual plants 
and animals. The Amazon rainforest is the biggest 
rainforest in the world. 

They are hot, humid places that are full of exotic 
plants and animals. The largest rainforest in the 
world is the Amazon rainforest in South America.
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All rainforests have a covering of leaves and 
branches. It is called a canopy. The canopy is 
high above the ground – it is like the roof of the 
rainforest. 

All rainforests have a canopy. This is a layer of 
leaves and branches that forms a roof over the 
rainforest about sixty to one hundred feet above 
the ground. 

The canopy gets a lot of sunlight and many 
animals such as monkeys and iguanas live here.

The canopy gets a lot of sunlight and many 
animals such as toucans, monkeys and iguanas 
live here.

The part of the rainforest between the canopy 
and the forest fl oor is called the understory. It has 
bushes, small trees and vines. It is quite dark. 

Between the canopy and the forest fl oor is the 
understory. It is full of bushes, small trees and 
vines. It doesn’t get a lot of light.

Insects, red-eyed tree frogs and some snakes live 
in the understory.

Insects, red-eyed tree frogs and boa constrictors 
live in the understory.

The forest fl oor doesn’t get much light, so there 
aren’t many plants growing there. But there are 
anteaters and jaguars walking around!

Very little light gets through to the forest fl oor, so 
it is dark and few plants can grow there. However, 
you can fi nd anteaters and jaguars strolling 
around.

Some people live in rainforests. They are part of a 
group called a tribe. 

You won’t fi nd many people in a rainforest. 
However, there are some tribes that live by 
hunting, gathering plants, and growing crops.

Over the past 50 years, humans have been 
cutting down rainforests. 

Over the past 50 years, more and more 
rainforests have been cut down by humans to 
make way for farming.

Rainforests play an important role in the Earth’s 
climate. They are also home to many animals. 
That is why we must protect them. 

Rainforests are very important in controlling 
the Earth’s climate. More than half of all animal 
species are thought to live in rainforests. It is 
important that we try to protect them.

Unit 4
Crocodiles and snakes are reptiles. Reptiles are 
cold-blooded animals. They have dry skin and 
they lay eggs. Reptiles are vertebrates. This 
means that they have a backbone.

Crocodiles and snakes are cold-blooded reptiles. 
Reptiles have dry skin with scales or bony plates 
and they lay eggs. They are vertebrates, which 
means that they have a backbone.

There are more than 3,000 different types of 
snakes in the world. Snakes can do amazing 
things. They can move very fast and they can 
swallow large animals!

Believe it or not, there are over 3,000 different 
species of snakes in the world. Many of them can 
do extraordinary things – like moving at incredible 
speed during an attack and swallowing creatures 
much bigger than themselves!

Grass snakes can swim very well. They live 
near water and eat frogs, toads and fi sh. Snakes 
can hide their bodies by looking like part of their 
environment. This is called camoufl age.

Grass snakes are excellent swimmers. They 
live in watery habitats which gives them 
access to an endless supply of their favourite 
foods – amphibians! Grass snakes protect 
themselves from predators like owls and foxes 
by camoufl aging their bodies to blend in with the 
environment.

When a snake grows, its skin stretches until it 
can’t stretch anymore. Then it falls off and there is 
new skin underneath.

Do you know what is happening in this photo? 
[Pause] That’s right – the snake is shedding its 
skin! As a snake grows, its skin stretches and 
tightens until it can’t stretch anymore. Luckily, a 
new layer of skin is waiting underneath. All reptiles 
shed their skin in different ways.
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Some snakes are poisonous. Their poison is 
called venom. It can be very dangerous for 
animals and people.

Some snakes are poisonous. They inject venom 
into their prey when they bite them. Venom is 
a poisonous substance that can paralyse or kill 
those who are injected with it. However, scientists 
have discovered that some venoms can be used 
to make medicines!

Crocodiles have a stronger bite than any other 
animal in the world! They like to eat deer, buffalo, 
fi sh and birds.

Did you know that crocodiles have the strongest 
bite of any animal in the world? The force of 
their bite is almost twenty times more powerful 
than that of a human. Some crocodiles eat large 
animals such as buffalo and deer. Others eat 
smaller animals such as fi sh and birds.

Crocodiles have webbed feet. They keep their feet 
tucked in while they are swimming, so as to make 
themselves go faster.

Crocodiles have webbed feet. They tuck their feet 
into their sides while swimming, which makes 
them move faster. They also use their feet to make 
quick turns and sudden movements in the water.

Crocodiles hunt in rivers and swamps. They hide 
in the water until another animal comes along. 
Then they pull the animal underwater and eat it.

Crocodiles hunt along the edges of rivers, swamps 
and other watering holes. They are stealthy 
hunters, hiding in the water until an unsuspecting 
animal comes to take a drink. They then use their 
giant jaws to trap their prey, pulling the animal 
underwater where it drowns and is eaten.

What is your favourite fact about these reptiles? Though crocodiles and snakes look very different, 
they have a lot in common. What is your favourite 
fact about these reptiles?

Unit 5
People work in many different jobs. Some work 
indoors – in schools and offi ces. Others work 
outdoors – on farms and building sites.

People work in all kinds of jobs. Some work 
indoors – in schools, offi ces and restaurants. 
Others work outdoors, on farms and building sites. 
Some people work in a team, others work by 
themselves.

A guard’s job is to keep everyone safe. Guards 
work hard to solve crimes. They also try to help 
people when road accidents happen.

A guard’s job is to make sure everyone is safe. 
Guards investigate crimes. They help the public 
in other ways too. For example, when traffi c 
incidents happen, guards come to help the people 
involved in accidents and to direct traffi c.

Postmen and postwomen collect letters and 
parcels and deliver them all over the country, and 
the world! They get up early in the morning so that 
people get their post on time.

Postmen and postwomen collect letters and 
parcels from post-boxes and deliver them all 
across the country, and the world! They get up 
really early in the morning to make sure that 
everybody gets their post on time!

Builders build and fi x houses and buildings. Their 
work involves a lot of heavy lifting and they use 
special equipment.

Builders construct and repair houses and 
buildings. Their work requires a lot of heavy lifting 
and they use special equipment.

This is Jane – she is a fl orist. Her job is to take 
care of plants and fl owers. She also arranges 
fl owers into bouquets for special occasions.

This is Jane – she is a fl orist. Her job involves 
taking care of plants and fl owers. She is very 
creative and enjoys creating beautiful fl ower 
arrangements for a variety of events and 
occasions.
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Farmers do lots of jobs on the farm. They grow 
crops and look after animals. This farmer is 
shearing sheep. He does not want them to get too 
hot in the summer.

A farmer does many jobs on the farm, from 
growing crops to taking care of farm animals. 
This farmer is shearing sheep so that they don’t 
overheat during the warm summer months. 
Farmers have long working days that begin very 
early in the morning.

Chefs are cooks who work in restaurant kitchens. 
They are very good at cooking and make lots of 
delicious food. Restaurant kitchens can be very 
busy places.

When you go to a restaurant, you don’t often see 
the kitchen staff. The chef is the person ‘behind the 
scenes’ cooking up delicious food for you to enjoy. 
Restaurant kitchens can be busy places, so chefs 
need to be able to stay calm under pressure.

Waiters and waitresses also work in restaurants. 
They meet the customers when they come in 
and give them a table. Then they write down their 
order and bring their food and drinks.

Waiters and waitresses also work in restaurants. 
Their job is to welcome customers, sit them at a 
table, take their orders and bring their food and 
drinks.

What other jobs can you see on this poster? What other kinds of jobs do you see on this poster?
Unit 6

Some people work in unusual jobs. Let’s take a 
closer look.

Some people work in unusual jobs. Many of these 
roles are creative or involve sports or some other 
special skills. Let’s take a closer look.

Scuba divers work underwater. They do research 
and take photographs. This scuba diver is writing 
down some notes.

Scuba diving is a fun hobby, but did you know that 
it can be a job too? Scuba divers are often hired 
to fi x underwater machinery, conduct research, or 
take photographs of marine life! This scuba diver 
is investigating some coral reef and taking notes 
on special waterproof paper!

Coastguards have a very important job. They 
search for people who are missing at sea and try 
to rescue them. They use boats and helicopters.

A coastguard has a highly skilled and extremely 
important job. When people get into diffi culty 
at sea, the coastguard carries out search and 
rescue operations to fi nd them. Coastguards use 
infl atable boats and helicopters in their rescue 
missions. They are very brave people, willing to 
risk their own lives in order to help others.

Professional athletes take part in sports 
competitions. They have to do lots of exercise 
and eat healthy food to keep their bodies fi t and 
strong.

Professional athletes earn a living by performing in 
competitive sporting events. Being a professional 
athlete is a rewarding and challenging career. 
Athletes maintain a high level of fi tness through 
exercise, training and good nutrition.

An acrobat who performs high up in the air is 
called a trapeze artist. It is a skilful and dangerous 
job. You might see a trapeze artist in a ballet or in 
a circus.

A trapeze artist is a person who performs acrobatics 
on a trapeze. This is a highly skilled job and 
potentially very dangerous. Trapeze artists perform 
in ballets, theatrical productions and in circuses. 

Volcanologists are scientists who study volcanoes. 
They often watch volcanos erupting up close!

Volcanologists are scientists who study volcanoes. 
It is an exciting but very dangerous job. It often 
involves observing a volcano erupting up close! 
Afterwards, they collect samples of lava and rock. 
They study these samples and the behaviour of 
the volcano, so that they can learn how to predict 
future eruptions!
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Archaeologists are like history detectives! They 
are scientists who search for very old objects 
called ‘artefacts’. Artefacts help us to learn about 
the past. 

Archaeologists are like history detectives! They 
are scientists who search for objects from the 
past. The objects are called ‘artefacts’. When an 
archaeologist digs up an artefact, they study it 
carefully for clues. These clues can help them to 
learn about ancient civilisations.

Would you like to work for the Secret Service? 
Special agents investigate crimes and protect 
important people. Some special agents are 
bodyguards for presidents!

Would you like to work for the Secret Service? 
Special agents conduct investigations and offer 
protection for important people. Some special 
agents even act as bodyguards for presidents! 
Agents need to be quick-thinking and able to take 
action at a moment’s notice.

Would you like to do any of the jobs on this 
poster?

Would you like to do any of the unusual jobs on 
this poster?

Unit 7
It’s dark outside but it’s bright inside. Festive lights 
are twinkling. Coloured balls hang from the tree. 
The family are sitting at the table. It’s Christmas!

It’s dark outside, but it’s lovely and bright inside. 
Festive lights are twinkling. Coloured baubles 
hang from the branches of the tree. The family 
are gathered around the table. There is a hint of 
excitement in the air. That’s right. It’s Christmas!

Mum and Dad have made a delicious Christmas 
dinner. Dad is cutting the turkey. Mum is serving 
the Brussels sprouts – Darragh doesn’t look very 
happy! He doesn’t like green vegetables.

Mum and Dad are serving Christmas dinner. Dad 
is carving the roast turkey while Mum is dishing 
up the Brussels sprouts – Darragh doesn’t look 
too pleased! He much prefers ham to green 
vegetables. 

Grandma is enjoying a nice evening with her 
family. 

Grandma is looking forward to spending a nice 
relaxing evening with her grandchildren. 

Alice is sitting next to Grandma. She is wearing a 
Christmas bib and eating a tasty turkey leg.

Alice is sitting next to Grandma. She is wearing a 
Christmas bib and tucking into a delicious turkey 
leg. She is very hungry and gobbles it down 
quickly.

Evan and Grandad are sitting across the table. 
They are pulling Christmas crackers. Each cracker 
pops open and has a treat and surprise inside. 

Across the table, Evan and Grandad are pulling 
Christmas crackers. With a pop and a bang, treats 
and surprises burst out of each cracker.

Can anyone smell burning? Oh no! Grandad is 
having so much fun, he doesn’t know that his hat 
has caught fi re! 

Wait a second – what’s that smoky smell? Is 
something burning? Oh my goodness! Grandad is 
having so much fun, he doesn’t realise his Santa 
hat has caught fi re!

Duffer the dog is excited, waiting for food to fall 
from the table. He is ready to jump at the fi rst 
chance – he loves Christmas dinner!

Duffer the dog hasn’t noticed! He is too busy 
waiting for scraps of food to fall from the table. 
He is ready to pounce at the fi rst opportunity – 
Christmas dinner is his favourite! 

Tiddles the cat is curled up asleep on her cushion. 
There is a pretty bow tied around her neck. She is 
purring happily.

Tiddles the cat is enjoying a cosy nap on her 
cushion. Her Christmas present, a pretty bow, is 
tied around her neck. She is purring softly in her 
sleep, oblivious to what’s going on around her. 

I think this is going to be a Christmas dinner that 
everyone remembers! Has anything funny ever 
happened at your Christmas dinners?

I have a feeling this is going to be a Christmas 
dinner to remember! Have there ever been any 
funny mishaps at your Christmas dinners?

PE9054_Starlight OL Lesson Plan 2019 2nd_TB.indb   103 30/01/2019   12:49



2nd Class Oral Language Lesson Plans104

Starlight

Unit 8
Kal is an alien. Today is his birthday. He is eight 
years old in Earth years. He is having a birthday 
party with all his friends.

Today is Kal the alien’s birthday. He is turning 
eight years old in Earth years. All of his friends 
have come to his party to celebrate!

Kal loves wearing bow ties. Today, he is also 
wearing a party hat! He is feeling very excited.

Kal loves wearing bow ties – he thinks they are 
cool! He doesn’t usually wear party hats, but this 
is a special occasion. He is so excited to see all 
his friends and can’t wait to open his presents.

All Kal’s friends are having fun and playing 
games. These aliens are hitting a piñata. It looks 
like Planet Earth!

There are loads of games to play at Kal’s party. 
One of his friends, Zod, is hitting a piñata. 
Hmmmm that piñata looks kind of familiar... Oh 
my goodness – it’s Earth!!! And strange alien 
sweets are falling out of it!

Some of Kal’s friends are having a disco. The 
music is turned up loud and everyone is dancing – 
even the aliens who don’t have legs!

A group of Kal’s friends are enjoying a disco. The 
music is blasting out of the speakers and they are 
all dancing along – even the ones with no legs!

Pete is up in the sky in his fl ying saucer. He is 
fl ashing the disco lights.

Pete is hovering overhead in a fl ying saucer. He is 
in charge of disco lights at Kal’s party.

Jor is using his legs to collect sweets at the party! 
He is enjoying eating and drinking. Mmmm Earth 
Juice – his favourite drink!

Jor has several legs – they are coming in handy 
for gathering goodies at the party! He has stocked 
up on lollipops and is slurping a fi zzy drink. 
Mmmm Earth Juice – his favourite!

There are lots of candles on Kal’s birthday cake. 
He will blow them out and make a wish. There 
is purple slime on top of Kal’s cake – it looks 
delicious!

Kal’s birthday cake has 23 candles! When he 
blows them out, he will have to make a huge wish! 
His cake has purple slime on top – gooey slime 
is his favourite! Kal’s presents are wrapped up 
in brightly coloured boxes – he wonders what is 
inside!

Here comes Zod with some pink jelly. Uh-oh, most 
of the jelly is dripping onto the ground. Be careful 
Zod – you are making a mess!

Here comes Kal’s friend Zod carrying some jiggly 
jelly. Zod is a little clumsy, so most of his jelly is 
dripping onto the ground. But he’s having too much 
fun to notice!

What birthday present would you buy for an alien? What birthday present would you buy for an alien?
Unit 9

It’s World Book Day! We can tell our friends about 
our favourite books and fi nd out what they like to 
read.

It’s World Book Day! A day to celebrate writers, 
books and of course, reading! It’s a wonderful 
time to revisit some of our favourite books and to 
discover new ones.

Everyone in the class is dressed up as their 
favourite book character. The Big Friendly Giant 
and Fantastic Mr Fox are talking about books. 
They both like reading books by the author Roald 
Dahl.

Everyone in the class is dressed up as their 
favourite book character. The Big Friendly 
Giant and Fantastic Mr Fox seem to be deep 
in conversation. They must both be fans of the 
author Roald Dahl – maybe they are discussing 
his books.

Look out Alice in Wonderland! There are some 
strange characters at school today. Callum’s 
Gruffalo costume is a little bit scary.

Watch out Alice! You may not be in Wonderland, 
but that doesn’t mean that there aren’t strange 
and unusual characters about. I think Callum’s 
Gruffalo costume is a little too realistic!
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Willy Wonka, Where’s Wally and the Cat in the 
Hat are having a great chat! I wonder what their 
favourite books are?! Can you guess?

It looks like Willy Wonka, Where’s Wally and the 
Cat in the Hat are having a great chat! I wonder 
what their favourite books are?! Can you guess?

The witch and the wizard are talking about magic 
spells. Can you guess who this wizard is? That’s 
right! It’s Harry Potter! The Harry Potter books 
were written by JK Rowling.

This witch is discussing magic spells with a boy 
wizard. Can you hazard a guess as to who the 
wizard is? That’s right! It’s Harry Potter! The Harry 
Potter series was written by JK Rowling and was 
a smash hit with kids all over the world.

Here’s Harry Potter’s best friend Hermione. She is 
in the reading corner with Matilda! These two girls 
love to spend time together reading good books.

Harry Potter’s best friend Hermione isn’t too far 
away! Here she is in the reading corner with 
Matilda! These two bookworms agree that there is 
nothing as satisfying as sitting down with a friend 
and reading a good book.

It’s fun to dress up on World Book Day and to 
spend time reading. Books can take you to far off 
places and show you new worlds and characters.

Dressing up is part of the fun, but by far the best 
thing about World Book Day is spending time 
reading. Books have an amazing way of bringing 
you to far off places and introducing you to new 
worlds and amazing characters.

Which book character would you like to dress up 
as for World Book Day?

Which book character would you like to dress up 
as for World Book Day?

Unit 10
Many years ago primary schools were very 
different than they are now.

Many years ago primary schools were very 
different than they are now.

The fi rst primary schools looked like houses. The 
schools didn’t have heating. Most classrooms 
had a fi replace. Children brought wood or turf into 
school for the fi re.

The fi rst primary schools resembled houses. They 
were small buildings with one or two rooms. There 
was no central heating, so most classrooms had 
a fi replace. Children often brought turf or a piece 
of wood into school with them – to be used as fuel 
for the fi re.

How do you go to school every day? Do you travel 
by car or bus? Long ago, many children walked to 
school. They often walked in their bare feet. This 
was because their parents didn’t have enough 
money to buy them shoes.

How do you travel to school every day? Maybe 
you go by car or take a bus? Did you know 
that long ago, children used to walk very long 
distances to and from school – often in their bare 
feet!

In the past, boys and girls went to separate 
schools. Sometimes they learned different 
subjects too. For example, girls learned sewing 
but boys did not.

In the past, boys and girls tended to be schooled 
separately. If schools were mixed, they had 
separate entrances and schoolyards. Sometimes 
boys and girls learned different subjects too. For 
example, girls learned how to sew, whereas boys 
did not.

The fi rst primary schools didn’t have electricity! 
There were no interactive whiteboards. Teachers 
wrote on blackboards, using chalk.

Technology plays an important role in schools 
today. So it’s hard to imagine that the fi rst national 
schools didn’t have electricity!

At one time, children did not have books or 
pencils. They wrote on a piece of slate using 
chalk. They sat in pairs at wooden benches.

Before books and pencils came along, children 
wrote with chalk on slate tablets. Usually, they sat 
in pairs at wooden benches. These were quite 
close together and much smaller than the tables 
in classrooms today.
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In the 20th century, teachers started using 
projectors, televisions and VCRs. Today, most 
classrooms have interactive whiteboards.

Nowadays, most classrooms have interactive 
whiteboards. Teachers and students can interact 
with the board using their fi nger or a special pen. 
Technology like this can really enhance learning.

21st century schools have Internet, laptops or 
tablets. Pupils can watch videos and listen to 
music. They can also use the Internet to talk to 
children in other schools.

Modern-day schools have Internet, laptops or 
tablets. When technologies are used correctly, 
they can greatly enhance our learning. Pupils can 
watch videos and listen to music. They can also 
use the Internet to connect with children in other 
schools.

Going to school today is very different than it was 
in the past! What do you think schools will be like 
in the future?

As you can see, going to school today is a very 
different experience than it was in the 19th 
century! Electricity and technology have made an 
incredible difference. I wonder what schools will 
look like in the future. What do you think?

Unit 11
Europe has lots of famous landmarks. Some 
landmarks are manmade – they were built by 
people. Other landmarks are natural. Let’s fi nd out 
more about them!

Europe has many famous landmarks that are 
known throughout the world. Some are manmade 
whereas others are natural. Let’s journey around 
Europe to fi nd out more about them!

This tall clock tower is known to most of us as ‘Big 
Ben’. But did you know that ‘Big Ben’ is actually 
the name of the bell at the top of the tower? ‘Big 
Ben’ is located in the Palace of Westminster in 
London. Tourists from around the world fl ock to 
see it and hear its famous chimes.

This magnifi cent clock tower is known to most 
of us as ‘Big Ben’. But did you know that ‘Big 
Ben’ is actually the name of the bell at the top of 
the tower? ‘Big Ben’ is located in the Palace of 
Westminster in London. Tourists from around the 
world fl ock to see it and hear its famous chimes.

The Sagrada Familia in Barcelona is a famous 
church in Spain. More than 3 million people visit 
it every year. Construction of the church began 
more than 130 years ago. It will not be fi nished 
until 2026!

The Sagrada Familia in Barcelona is the most 
visited monument in Spain. It attracts more than 
3 million visitors each year. Believe it or not, 
construction of the church began over 
130 years ago, in 1882! Building work is 
expected to continue until 2026.

Have you heard of the Eiffel Tower? It is one of 
the most popular landmarks in France. More than 
7 million people visit the tower in Paris each year!

Have you heard of the Eiffel Tower? It is located 
in Paris, France and is one of the country’s most 
popular tourist attractions. In fact, more than 
7 million people visit the tower each year!

The Matterhorn is a mountain in the Alps. It is 
14,692 feet tall (4,447 metres) and is shaped like 
a pyramid. It is diffi cult to climb the Matterhorn, but 
there are great views from the top.

The Matterhorn is a majestic mountain in the Alps, 
located between Switzerland and Italy. It is 14,692 
feet tall (4,447 metres) and has a pyramid-like 
shape. Climbing the Matterhorn is challenging, but 
it offers spectacular views to those who reach the 
summit.

Rome has many old buildings; the Colosseum 
is one of the most popular. It is more than two 
thousand years old. Long ago, crowds of people 
gathered in the Colosseum to watch gladiator 
fi ghts.

Rome is full of historical buildings, but the 
Colosseum is one of the most famous buildings 
in that city. It was built almost two thousand years 
ago and was used for entertainment. Armed 
fi ghters called gladiators fought both wild animals 
and each other for the amusement of the crowds. 
The Colosseum had 80 entrances and could seat 
an audience of 50,000 people!
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The Leaning Tower of Pisa is another famous 
landmark in Italy. The tower is tilted because the 
ground underneath it is too soft to support the 
heavy building.

Another famous landmark in Italy is the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa. The reason the tower tilts is 
because the ground is too soft to support the 
building’s weight.

There are other famous landmarks in Europe 
such as the Brandenburg gate in Germany, the 
Schönbrunn Palace in Austria and the windmills in 
the Netherlands.

There are lots of other famous landmarks 
in Europe, such as the Brandenburg gate in 
Germany, the Schönbrunn Palace in Austria and 
the windmills in the Netherlands.

Do you know any landmarks in Ireland? Do you know any famous landmarks in Ireland?
Unit 12

Places that are extremely hot – such as a desert – 
and places that are extremely cold – such as 
the Arctic – are called ‘extreme environments’. It 
is hard for people, plants and animals to live in 
extreme environments.

An extreme environment is a place where harsh 
and challenging weather conditions make it 
diffi cult for humans, plants and animals to live. 
They have to adapt in order to survive. Polar 
regions and deserts are both examples of extreme 
environments.

Polar regions are the areas around the Earth’s 
North and South poles. They are freezing cold 
places where the ground is covered in ice all or 
most of the time.

Polar regions are the regions that surround the 
Earth’s North and South poles. These are very 
cold areas where the ground is permanently (or 
semi-permanently) covered in a layer of ice.

Animals like these are able to survive in very cold 
weather. Walruses have thick fat on their bodies 
to keep them warm. Reindeer use their antlers to 
push snow out of the way when they are looking 
for food.

Animals that can adapt and survive in cold 
climates include polar bears, reindeer, Arctic 
wolves, walruses and penguins. Walruses have a 
thick layer of fat that protects them from the cold. 
Reindeers use their antlers to push snow aside in 
their search for food.

Humans who live in polar regions have to protect 
themselves from the cold. They need to wear 
warm clothes and keep their houses heated. They 
use a sledge to travel over the ice.

Humans who live in polar regions have to protect 
themselves from the cold. They need to wrap 
up warmly and make sure their homes have 
adequate heat. They also need special vehicles 
for transport, like this motorised sledge which can 
travel safely over icy terrain.

Deserts are dry, sandy places that get very little 
rain. In hot deserts, temperatures are very hot 
during the day and freezing at night.

Deserts are barren, sandy places that get 
extremely low amounts of rain. Hot deserts 
experience soaring hot temperatures during 
the day and often freezing temperatures by 
night. These extreme weather conditions pose a 
challenge to humans, animals and plants.

People who live in deserts need to protect 
themselves from the Sun. They wear veils to 
protect their eyes and their heads. They also wear 
loose-fi tting clothing to keep them cool.

People who live in deserts need to take many 
precautions. They wear headgear and veils to 
protect their eyes and heads from the hot glare 
of the Sun. Loose-fi tting clothes help them to stay 
cool.

Some desert people live in airy tents. Buildings 
have lots of windows. Some plants, such as 
cactuses, can live in hot places because they 
don’t need much water.

Some desert people live in tents that are well 
ventilated. Buildings usually have lots of windows. 
Some plants, such as the cactus, can survive in 
hot climates with a small amount of water.
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Animals such as snakes, scorpions and vultures 
are able to live in the desert. Snakes can fi nd 
water – even when it’s far away. Vultures don’t 
need much water and they can eat dead animals.

Animals such as snakes, scorpions, vultures and 
fennec foxes all have adaptations that allow them 
to live in deserts. Snakes can detect water a long 
distance away. Vultures require little water and 
can get what they need from feeding on dead 
animals. Fennec foxes have large ears to help 
them cool down from the heat.

Would you prefer to live in a cold polar region or a 
hot desert?

If you had to live in one of these two extreme 
environments, which one would you choose?

Unit 13
All types of food are eaten around the world. You 
may know some of these tasty dishes already. 
Let’s take a closer look – maybe you will fi nd your 
new favourite meal!

All types of food are eaten around the world. You 
may be familiar with some of these delectable 
dishes already. Others might be brand new to you! 
Let’s take a closer look – maybe you will discover 
your new favourite meal!

Sushi is a type of food from Japan. It is made up 
of small balls of rice. Usually, the rice is wrapped 
around fi sh or vegetables. Sometimes the fi sh is 
raw – this means it is not cooked.

Sushi is a traditional Japanese dish that has 
gained popularity around the world. It consists 
of small balls of specially prepared rice. Usually, 
sushi contains raw or cooked seafood or 
vegetables. Sometimes sushi is wrapped up in a 
sheet of seaweed!

Have you ever been to an Indian restaurant or 
ordered an Indian takeaway? Indian curries have 
lots of spices in them – they can be mild or very 
hot.

Have you ever been to an Indian restaurant or 
ordered food from an Indian takeaway? Indian 
curries contain a wide range of spices. Some 
curries are creamy and mild, whereas others can 
be spicy and extremely hot!

Pizza comes from Italy. It is a round, fl at bread 
with tomato sauce and cheese on top. There are 
lots of pizza toppings to choose from – such as 
pepperoni, ham, chicken, peppers and pineapple!

Pizza is an Italian dish. It consists of a fl at bread 
base with tomato sauce and grated mozzarella 
cheese on top. You can add a huge range of 
toppings to pizza – such as pepperoni, ham, 
chicken, and vegetables like sweetcorn, peppers 
and pineapple!

Tacos are a traditional Mexican dish. They are 
folded or rolled tortillas fi lled with other foods such 
as chicken, beef, vegetables and cheese.

Tacos are a traditional Mexican food. They consist 
of folded or rolled tortillas with various fi llings, 
such as chicken, beef, vegetables and cheese.

People like to eat salads when the weather is hot. 
Salads are usually made up of lettuce, tomatoes, 
peppers and onions. Greek salads also have feta 
cheese and olives.

Salads are an ideal dish to enjoy when the 
weather is hot. Like most salads, Greek salads 
consist of green leafy vegetables, such as lettuce, 
as well as ripe, juicy tomatoes, peppers and 
onions. Greek salads also contain feta cheese 
and olives. Usually a little olive oil is drizzled on 
top. Delicious!

Some people eat foods that may seem a little 
strange. In many places, insects like the locust are 
considered very tasty! Frog’s legs are often part of 
French and Chinese meals.

Some people eat foods that we might consider 
strange and unusual. Many cultures consider 
insects like these locusts to be a delicacy! Frog’s 
legs are a common feature in French and Chinese 
cuisine and are consumed in many parts of the 
world.
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Snails are popular in France while a type of fi sh 
egg called caviar is one of the most expensive 
foods in the world!

Snails are also popular in France while a type of 
fi sh egg called caviar is one of the most expensive 
foods in the world!

Would you like to try any of the unusual foods on 
this poster?

With so many different types of food to choose 
from, there’s always an opportunity to try 
something new. Are you tempted to try any of the 
unusual foods on this poster? Which ones?!

Unit 14
I feel like eating a delicious treat! Who wants to 
bake some chocolate brownies?!

I don’t know about you, but I’m in the mood 
for a delicious treat! Who wants to bake some 
chocolate brownies?!

First, let’s get the ingredients. We need butter, 
eggs, fl our, caster sugar, baking powder and 
vanilla essence. Is there anything else? [pause] 
Oh yes... chocolate chips!

First, let’s gather up the ingredients. We need 
butter, eggs, fl our, caster sugar, baking powder 
and vanilla essence. Is there anything else I’m 
forgetting? [pause] Oh yes... of course! Chocolate 
chips!

Ask an adult to help you switch on the oven. Set 
the temperature to 180 degrees Celsius. It will 
warm up while you’re making the brownie mixture.

It’s always a good idea to pre-heat the oven. Ask 
an adult to help you switch it on to 180 degrees 
Celcius. It will warm up while you’re preparing the 
brownie mixture.

Lightly grease a baking tray – this will stop 
the brownies from getting stuck to it later on! 
Then use the scales to measure the butter and 
chocolate chips.

Start by greasing a baking tray – this will prevent 
the brownies from getting stuck to it later on! Next, 
use the weighing scales to measure the correct 
amounts of butter and chocolate chips.

Put the chocolate chips and butter into a pot. Ask 
an adult to help you melt them on the hob. Then 
put them into a large bowl, add two eggs and 
vanilla essence and stir well.

Put the chocolate chips and butter into a pot. With 
the help of an adult, stir them over a gentle heat 
until they melt. Then transfer them to a large bowl, 
add two eggs and a teaspoon of vanilla essence 
and stir well.

Finally, add the fl our, caster sugar and baking 
powder, and mix it all up with the wooden spoon.

Finally, add in the fl our, caster sugar and baking 
powder, and mix it all up with the wooden spoon.

Pour the mixture into the baking tray. Ask an adult 
to put the tray into the oven for you. Tell them to 
wear their oven gloves!

When the mixture is nice and smooth, pour it into 
the baking tray. Use a spatula to scrape it all out 
and then smooth it on top. Ask an adult to put 
the tray into the oven. Remind them to wear their 
oven gloves!

After 30 minutes, ask an adult to take the tray out 
of the oven. Let the brownie cool down and then 
cut it into small squares.

After 30 minutes, ask an adult to take the tray out 
of the oven for you. Once it has cooled down, you 
can use a butter knife to cut the brownie into small 
squares.

Now it’s time to eat up and enjoy! Mmmmm... 
these are delicious!

Now all that’s left to do is tuck in and enjoy! 
Mmmmm... these are delicious!

Unit 15
There are lots of good books for kids to read. The 
people who write books are called authors. Let’s 
meet some famous children’s authors.

There are lots of brilliant books for kids to read. 
The people who write books are called authors. 
Let’s take a look at some of the most famous 
children’s book authors – and fi nd out what they 
have written.
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The Harry Potter books were written by J.K. 
Rowling. They are about a boy wizard called 
Harry. There are seven books in this popular 
series – millions of people have read them!

J.K. Rowling is the author of the hugely successful 
Harry Potter series. The books, about the boy 
wizard Harry Potter, gripped the imagination of 
millions of people. There are seven books in 
the series, each one an exciting new magical 
adventure.

Roald Dahl is the author of some very famous 
children’s books. Have you heard of Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory, The Witches or Matilda? All 
of these were written by Roald Dahl!

Roald Dahl is the author of some of the most 
beloved books in the world. Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, The Witches and Matilda are 
just some of his most famous stories. Which ones 
have you read?

Roddy Doyle is an Irish author who writes books 
for adults and children. If you like talking dogs 
and silly humour, then you should read The Rover 
Adventures!

Roddy Doyle is a well-known, award-winning, Irish 
author who writes books for adults and children. If 
you like talking dogs and wacky humour, then The 
Rover Adventures might be for you!

David Walliams is the author of The Boy in the 
Dress. This book is about a boy who likes to dress 
up in girls’ clothes. David Walliams also wrote the 
books Ratburger and Gangsta Granny.

David Walliams’ fi rst children’s  book was called 
The Boy in the Dress. It told the story of a boy 
who likes to dress up in girls’ clothes. Other 
popular David Walliams books include Ratburger 
and Gangsta Granny – the story of a granny and 
her grandson who steal the crown jewels.

The Story of Tracy Beaker was written by 
Jacqueline Wilson. The book is about a ten-year-
old girl named Tracy. Tracy lives in a children’s 
care home. She hopes her mother will come back 
for her.

The Story of Tracy Beaker was written by 
Jacqueline Wilson. The book is told from the 
viewpoint of a ten-year-old girl named Tracy. Tracy 
lives in a children’s care home and hopes her 
mum will come back for her someday. She has a 
wonderful imagination and is always telling tales. 
Jacqueline Wilson wrote three sequels to this 
book.

Enid Blyton has written many books for children 
including The Magic Faraway Tree and Noddy. 
Even though Enid Blyton’s stories were written a 
long time ago, they are still very popular today.

Enid Blyton has written many books for children 
including The Magic Faraway Tree and the Noddy 
series. Although Enid Blyton’s stories were written 
many years ago, they remain hugely popular 
among readers of all ages.

Children’s books are often turned into fi lms and 
TV series. The Harry Potter books were made into 
eight movies! Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
has been made into a fi lm twice!

Books – especially children’s books – are often 
turned into fi lms and TV series. Indeed, most of 
these authors have seen their characters leap off 
the page and onto the screen. The Harry Potter 
book series was developed into eight movies! The 
classic tale of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
was twice made into a fi lm – once in the 1970s 
and again in 2005.

What is your favourite book? Have you read any of the books on this poster? If 
not, what are your favourite books?
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Unit 16
There are many stories about heroes and villains. 
Some heroes have special powers. Villains are 
usually scary and mean.

Some of the greatest stories ever told involve 
heroes and villains. These characters come in 
all shapes and sizes. Some heroes have super 
powers, others are regular people who show 
courage in the face of danger and hardship. 
Villains are usually menacing. Let’s meet some of 
the world’s best-known heroes and villains!

Dorothy is the hero in The Wizard of Oz. She was 
an ordinary girl until one day a big storm came. 
It lifted up her house and brought it to a magical 
place called Oz. In Oz, Dorothy makes friends and 
fi ghts the Wicked Witch of the West.

Dorothy Gale in The Wizard of Oz was just an 
ordinary girl until a tornado transported her house 
to the magical land of Oz. There she became a 
hero, helping out some new and unusual friends 
and battling the evil Wicked Witch of the West.

Elsa is a hero from the movie Frozen. She has 
special powers. She can freeze things with her 
hands. At fi rst, Elsa hides her powers but later she 
uses them to save her sister, Anna.

Elsa is a hero from the movie Frozen. She was 
born with the incredible ability to freeze things and 
create objects made of ice and snow. At fi rst, Elsa 
was afraid of her powers and for many years, she 
tried to hide them. Eventually, she overcame her 
fears to rescue her sister, Anna.

Superheroes usually have a super power or 
special skill. Superman can fl y and he is very 
strong. Batman has no super powers, but he is 
clever, strong and brave. Most superheroes wear 
costumes.

Superheroes usually have some kind of super 
power or special skills. Superman is an alien – he 
can fl y, he has X-Ray vision and he is incredibly 
strong. Spider-Man was bitten by a radioactive 
spider, which gave him spider-like abilities. 
Batman doesn’t have super powers, but he is 
smart, strong and brave. Most superheroes wear 
costumes – some wear capes!

Sometimes heroes work together to fi ght ‘the bad 
guys’. The Avengers are a very famous superhero 
team. Captain America, Iron Man, the Hulk, Black 
Widow and Thor are all part of The Avengers.

Sometimes it takes more than one hero to save 
the world. From time to time, heroes team up 
together to take on ‘the bad guys’. The Avengers 
are one such superhero team, with Captain 
America, Iron Man, the Hulk, Black Widow and 
Thor among its members.

Rey and Finn are two heroes from the Star Wars 
movies. They are both very brave. They work 
together to fi ght an evil army called The First 
Order.

Rey and Finn are two heroes from the Star Wars 
movies. Finn was once a member of a villainous 
army called the First Order, but he chose to leave 
and fi ght on the side of good. Soon after leaving, 
he meets Rey, an extremely brave girl who is 
fi ercely loyal to her friends. They work together to 
defeat the First Order.

In Frozen, Anna does not have powers, but she 
has courage. Dorothy doesn’t have powers either, 
but she is still able to help her friends in Oz. 
Wonder Woman uses her super powers to fi ght 
villains.

Of these four heroes, only one, Wonder Woman, 
has super powers. Despite not having powers, 
Anna and Dorothy both act in heroic ways. 
Anna is willing to die to save her sister whereas 
Dorothy helps her friends to discover their own 
heart, courage, and brains. Black Widow uses her 
strength and wit to fi ght villains.
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Every hero has a villain. The Smurfs fi ght against 
an evil sorcerer. Lord Voldemort is the villain in 
Harry Potter. Thanos is a villain in The Avengers. 
In the end, the hero almost always defeats the 
villain.

Every hero has a villain; the evil force or person 
that they need to fi ght. The Smurfs fi ght against 
an evil sorcerer named Gargamel. Lord Voldemort 
tries to destroy Harry Potter. Thanos is an enemy 
of the Avengers, who wants to rule the universe. 
It’s sometimes a diffi cult struggle, but in the end 
the hero almost always defeats the villain.

The stories of heroes and villains are told in 
books, comics, TV shows and movies. Stories 
about heroes can teach us about friendship and 
courage.

The stories of heroes and villains are told through 
books, comics, TV shows and movies. Heroes 
can inspire us and make us want to be better. 
Their tales of battling villains can teach us lots of 
important lessons about friendship and courage.
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