Starlight 	
	 Starlight
2nd Class Combined:
Unit 1 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
The lesson plan below accompanies the 2nd Class Combined Reading and Skills Book texts ‘World Book Day’ and ‘Amazing Grace’. It provides support and guidance for teachers over the course of the two-week period they are using these resources.
	Unit
	1
	Texts
	Text 1a: World Book Day
Text 1b: Amazing Grace

	Theme
	School
	Subtheme
	School book day

	Genre
	Recount
	Book band
	Gold

	Phonics focus
	The digraph ‘ai’
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Self-questioning, Inferring, Making connections, Determining importance (prompts)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 1a: Using context clues
Text 1b: Matching the word to its meaning
	Grammar
	Text 1a: Common nouns
Text 1b: Proper nouns

	Focus words
	Text 1a: template, applied, sponge, complete, tiptoed, growled, screaming, recognise 
Text 1b: theatre, ballet, imaginary, tutu, auditions, success, probably 

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 2nd Class Combined Reading and Skills Book (pp. 6–13)
Digital: Unit 1a Grammar activity: Nouns (common); Unit 1b Grammar activity: Proper nouns
Digital: Unit 1b Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 01. School book day
Below-level printable worksheet – 1a World Book Day
Above-level printable worksheet – 1a World Book Day
Below-level printable worksheet – 1b Amazing Grace 
Above-level printable worksheet – 1b Amazing Grace

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 1: Genre video (Recount)
Unit 1: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 1a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 1b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 1a: Interactive Reader; Unit 1b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 1a: Guide children in analysing the recount genre by completing p. 9 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book based on the Unit 1a recount ‘World Book Day’.
Unit 1b: Use the digital writing display to model recount writing using the stimulus images of a birthday party and the writing template. The teacher has the option to complete the page on the interactive whiteboard (right click the mouse and select ‘Save As’ to view the full page on screen) or to display the pages on the screen and write the information for each section on a flipchart. The teacher can then use p. 13 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to do shared recount writing with the children, on the topic of a school trip to the zoo.

	Cross-curricular links
	SPHE – Myself and others – Relating to others
Music – Listening and responding – Listening and responding to music
Drama – Drama to explore feelings, knowledge and ideas leading to understanding – Exploring and making drama
Visual Arts – Paint and colour – Painting
PE – Dance – Exploration, creation and performance of dance
Geography – Human environments – People and places in other areas

	Games/
Activities
	Paint a picture of your favourite character from any book.
Read the stories The Gruffalo and The Gruffalo’s Child by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler to the class.
Listen to the ‘Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy’ from Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker.
Create a dance of your own to match the music of the ‘Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy’.
Find Trinidad on a map of the world – discuss what you think life might be like there. Ask questions such as: How would you get there? How long would it take? 
Create a class drama of a fairy tale of your choice.
Re-enact some of the scenes from Amazing Grace. Discuss how each character might have felt.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 9 and 13). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Think, Pair, Share: Children discuss the important features of recount writing
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 1 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation 


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Independently and with others enjoy listening to, reading and exploring recounts on the theme of school book day

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use spaces and question marks to punctuate and add intonation

	
	LO 4
	Use syllables in new words to divide and blend
Recognise that some words contain silent sounds which are not spoken, e.g. knew, school, light

	
	LO 5
	Use their knowledge of syllables, prior knowledge and context cues to read words
Use a growing range of word identification strategies
Recognise and sound the digraph ‘ai’

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from a recount about school book day
Recognise some synonyms, homonyms, antonyms, prefixes, suffixes and root words from the two texts

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a recount and distinguish between a recount and other genres

	
	LO 8  
	Read and understand a recount about school book day
Identify the main ideas and key points in a recount and put them in sequence

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a recount on school book day
Generate and respond to questions on a recount, providing justification for their responses

	
	LO 10
	Read the two recounts with good pace, phrasing and expression, being aware of full stops and sentence structure



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy writing a recount with others, adding detail to ideas

	
	LO 2
	Choose and refine the content for a recount about a trip to the zoo with others

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use question marks, basic connectives, correct verb tenses, simple paragraphs and nouns in an appropriate way

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words
Understand that some words are spelled differently from how they are pronounced

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a recount
Use topic-specific words and phrases from a range of experiences and text and add detail using adjectives and adverbs
Explore the creative and imaginative dimensions of language in their writing

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Engage with the writing process to create a recount


Literacy development prompts
Unit 1a: World Book Day
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	6
	Genre: recount
	Look at the title. Read the first few sentences. What kind of a text do you think this is? 

	6
	Vocabulary development
synonyms
	Look at the sentence ‘Granny applied brown paint to my face with a sponge’. You might not know what the word ‘applied’ means. Can you think of another word or phrase that would make sense here?

	6
	Comprehension:
self-questioning 
	Examine the illustration. Do you think this is a good costume? Why?

	6
	Grammar:
nouns
	Look at the sentence ‘Granny pinned on a brown sock with a safety pin’. Can you identify the nouns in this sentence?

	6
	Genre: recount
	A good recount usually tells us about the events in the order in which they happened. What words does the author use to show the order of the events in this recount?

	6
	Comprehension: inferring
	Did Sara get a fright? What clues tell us that she was scared?

	6
	Comprehension:
making connections
	If you were dressing up for World Book Day in your school, what character would you dress up as? Why?


Unit 1b: Amazing Grace 
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	10
	Genre: recount 
	Read the title and first paragraph. What kind of text do you think this is? Why do you think that?

	10
	Comprehension:
determining importance
	It’s a good idea to state the main idea of a text near the start so the reader knows what the text is going to be about. What is the main point of paragraph 1?

	10
	Vocabulary development: synonyms
	The author describes the theatre as ‘grand’. The word ‘grand’ is used here to mean something that is impressive because of its size or importance. Can you think of any other words you could use instead of ‘grand’?

	10
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Nana and Grace went to see a ballet. Have you ever seen a ballet performance or read about a ballet dancer? 

	10
	Grammar:
proper nouns
	Proper nouns are nouns used for specific people and places. ‘Trinidad’ is a proper noun because it is the name of a specific place. ‘Captain Hook’ is a proper noun as it is the name of a specific person. Can you find any more proper nouns in this text?

	10
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Have you ever participated in a class vote or auditioned for a part in a play? 

	10
	Genre: recount
	Recount texts have a closing statement that sum up the main point of the text. ‘If Grace put her mind to it – she can do anything she want.’ Do you think this is a good closing statement? Why do you think so? 


2nd Class Combined:
Unit 2 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	2
	Texts
	Text 2a: Horrid Henry’s Underpants
Text 2b: Historical Diary

	Theme
	School
	Subtheme
	Schools then and now

	Genre
	Recount
	Book band
	Gold

	Phonics focus
	y as the long ‘e’ and ‘i’ sounds
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Making connections, Inferring, 
Self-questioning, Comparing (prompts),
Predicting (Combined Reading and Skills Book p. 15)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 2a: Synonyms, Matching the word to its meaning 
Text 2b: Matching the word to its meaning
	Grammar
	Text 2a: Pronouns
Text 2b: Plurals – y, f, fe endings

	Focus words
	Text 2a: horrified, disaster, strikes, attention, droopy, wailed, weeping, panic, breath 
Text 2b: attic, spied, dusty, gasped, excitement, peered, immediately, turf, slates, inventions, blot

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 2nd Class Combined Reading and Skills Book (pp. 14–21)
Digital: Unit 2a Grammar activity: Pronouns; Unit 2b Grammar activity: Plurals
Phonics printable worksheet – 02. Schools then and now
Below-level printable worksheet – 2a Horrid Henry’s Underpants
Above-level printable worksheet – 2a Horrid Henry’s Underpants
Below-level printable worksheet – 2b Historical Diary
Above-level printable worksheet – 2b Historical Diary

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 2: Genre video (Recount)
Unit 2: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 2a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 2b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 2a: Interactive Reader; Unit 2b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 2a: Children use the template on p. 17 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to assist them in planning their own recount on a topic of their choice.
Unit 2b: Children use the template on p. 21 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to write a recount on their chosen topic, using the plan they completed on p. 17 for support. A wide range of time connectives are provided to support children in sequencing the events of their recount.
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	History – Story – Stories from the lives of people in the past
History – Myself and my family – When my grandparents were young
Gaeilge – Éadaí
SPHE – Myself and others – My friends and other people
Science – Materials – Materials and change
Music – Listening and responding – Listening and responding to music

	Games/
Activities
	Create a timeline to show how schools have changed through the years.
Interview a grandparent about their time in school.
Play a game of ‘Chuaigh mé go dtí an cófra agus chuir mé mo … orm’. (The children add one new item of clothing each time.)
Examine a sod of turf – use it to generate questions and discuss what it might be, where it came from, how it was made, etc.
Discuss Horrid Henry’s reaction to his discovery – how could he have reacted better?
Listen to a selection of songs from John Spillane’s Irish Songs We Learned at School.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 17 and 21). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own recount using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their recount to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 2 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts.
Conferencing
Teacher observation 


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Independently and with others enjoy listening to, reading and exploring recounts about schools then and now

	
	LO 2
	Choose books from a range of genres identifying a favourite genre or type of book and share the reasons for that choice

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use spaces and question marks to punctuate and add intonation

	
	LO 4
	Use syllables in new words to divide and blend
Recognise that some words contain silent sounds which are not spoken, 
e.g. knitting, know, writing

	
	LO 5
	Use their knowledge of syllables, prior knowledge and context cues to read words
Use a growing range of word identification strategies
Recognise and read the letter ‘y’ as both the long ‘e’ and long ‘i’ sound

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from the two recounts
Recognise some synonyms, homonyms, antonyms, prefixes, suffixes and root words from the two texts

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a recount and distinguish between a recount and other genres

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand recounts about schools then and now
Identify the main ideas and key points in a recount and put them in sequence

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a recount on schools then and now
Generate and respond to questions on a recount, providing justification for their responses
Infer meaning and use evidence from the text to explain their point of view

	
	LO 10
	Read the two recounts with good pace, phrasing and expression, being particularly aware of full stops and sentence structure



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning 
outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy planning and writing a recount, exploring his/her own style, adding detail to ideas and discussing their recount with others

	
	LO 2
	Choose and refine the content for a recount on the topic of their choice to be shared with others

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use question marks, basic connectives, correct verb tenses, simple paragraphs nouns and pronouns in an appropriate way

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words
Understand that some words are spelled differently from how they are pronounced

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a recount
Use topic-specific words and phrases from a range of experiences or texts (e.g. an interview with a grandparent) and add detail using adjectives and adverbs
Explore the creative and imaginative dimensions of language in their writing

	Exploring and using
	LO 6
	Write for an intended audience, elaborating on key points and using their recount to share their thoughts, knowledge and experience while exploring their own style

	
	LO 7
	Independently plan and gather information to write a recount on the topic of their choice with a clear beginning, middle and end
Engage with the writing process to create a recount

	
	LO 8
	Share their work with others, explaining details and points of view


Literacy development prompts
Unit 2a: Horrid Henry’s Underpants 
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	14
	Genre: recount
	This is a recount. When writing a recount we use the past tense. 

	14
	Comprehension: making connections
	Have you ever received a birthday present from an aunt or uncle? Did you like it?

	14
	Phonological awareness
	Look at the word ‘completely’. It has three syllables. How many three-syllable words can you find in this text?

	14
	Vocabulary development
	Do you know what the word ‘weeping’ means? How many other words can you think of that have a similar meaning to the word ‘weeping’?

	14
	Grammar: pronouns
	Pronouns are words that we use instead of nouns. For example, the author often uses the pronoun ‘he’ in this text instead of writing the name ‘Henry’ each time. Can you find the pronoun ‘I’ in the text? Who does it refer to?

	14
	Comprehension: inferring
	Why did the class burst out laughing?

	14
	Comprehension: 
self-questioning 
	What questions do you still have at the end of this recount? What are you wondering about?



Unit 2b: Historical Diary
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	18
	Genre: recount
	The title of this text is ‘Historical Diary’. What type of text would you usually find in a diary? 

	18
	Grammar: plurals
	Look at the word ‘shelf’. If we have more than one shelf, we use the plural ‘shelves’. What word should we use when we have more than one leaf?

	18
	Vocabulary development: synonyms
	‘Dad! Come and look at this!’ gasped Lily in excitement. Can you think of words to replace the word ‘gasped’ in this sentence?

	18
	Comprehension: comparing
	Frank Kelly wrote about a day in school when he was young. How does it compare to a day in your school? Can you find some differences or similarities? 

	18
	Genre: recount 
time connectives
	In a recount text, we use time connectives to help put the events in order. Look at the word ‘later’; this is a time connective. Can you find other examples of time connectives in this text? 

	18
	Comprehension: making connections
	The boys played football outside while the girls stayed inside knitting and sewing. What do you think about this? 

	18
	Comprehension: inferring
	Do you think Lily would have enjoyed going to Great-Great Grandad Frank’s school? Why do you think this? 


2nd Class Combined:
Unit 3 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	3
	Texts
	Text 3a: France
Text 3b: Spain

	Theme
	The world around us
	Subtheme
	Countries in Europe

	Genre
	Report
	Book band
	Gold

	Phonics focus
	The digraph ‘ee’
	Comprehension 
skills/strategies
	Making connections, Visualising, 
Self-questioning, Comparing (prompts)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 3a: Using context clues, Synonyms
Text 3b: Using context clues, Anagrams
	Grammar
	Text 3a: Adjectives
Text 3b: Apostrophe + ‘s’ to show possession

	Focus words
	Text 3a: currency, language, population, famous, landmark, spectacular, opportunity, scrumptious
Text 3b: Spanish, paella, tapas, siesta, stadium, flamenco, guitar, performing

	Lesson resources
	Starlight: 2nd Class Combined Reading and Skills Book (pp. 22–29)
Digital: Unit 3a Grammar activity: Pronouns; Unit 3b Grammar activity: Plurals
Digital: Unit 3b Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 03. Countries in Europe
Below-level printable worksheet – 3a France
Above-level printable worksheet – 3a France
Below-level printable worksheet – 3b Spain
Above-level printable worksheet – 3b Spain

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 3: Genre video (Report)
Unit 3: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 3a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 3b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 3a: Interactive Reader; Unit 3b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 3a: Guide children in analysing the report genre by completing p. 25 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book based on the Unit 3a report ‘France’.
Unit 3b: Use the Digital writing display page to model report writing about Australia. The teacher can then use p. 29 of the Class Combined Reading and Skills Book to facilitate shared report writing about Ireland.

	Cross-curricular links
	Geography – Human environments – People and places in other areas
Visual Arts – Construction
Maths – Measures – Length
Music – Listening and responding – Listening and responding to music

	Games/
Activities
	Find France and Spain on a map or globe. Compare each country to Ireland.
Build a model of the Eiffel Tower, the Sagrada Familia or Disneyland.
Estimate and find the height of the Eiffel Tower – use metre sticks and trundle wheels to mark the distance on the yard.
Listen to the French and Spanish national anthems – which do you prefer? Why?
Count to 10 in both French and Spanish.
Have a French breakfast with crêpes, croissants and baguettes. Have a Spanish lunch where the children try some tapas or other Spanish foods. Make comparisons between the different food types.
Make a list of famous people from both countries.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 25 and 29). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Think, Pair, Share: Children discuss the important features of a report about a country
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 3 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts
Conferencing
Teacher observation 


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning 
outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Independently and with others enjoy evaluating reports on areas of interest and information about countries in Europe

	
	LO 2
	Enjoy sharing experiences with reports on areas or places of interest and use key points from the reports for specific purposes

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use spaces and exclamation marks to punctuate and add intonation

	
	LO 4
	Break new words into syllables, recognising for the most part when the syllables make sense

	
	LO 5
	Read increasingly demanding diagraphs, letter patterns, and consonant and vowel diagraphs, including the digraph ‘ee’
Use a range of word identification strategies

	
	LO 6
	Use a range of strategies, including knowledge of synonyms, homonyms, antonyms, prefixes, suffixes and root words, to understand unfamiliar words from the two reports

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a report and distinguish between a report and other genres

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand reports about countries in Europe
Identify and summarise the main ideas and key points in a report and put them in sequence, reflecting on making sense of the information and adding detail

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a report on countries in Europe
Generate and respond to questions on a report, providing justification for their responses, citing specific textual evidence
Use a range of comprehension strategies with confidence

	
	LO 10
	Maintain a reasonable pace while reading the reports, using phonic knowledge, sight vocabulary and common letter patterns



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning 
outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy writing a report with others, using language creatively and imaginatively

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use exclamation marks, basic connectives, correct verb tenses, simple paragraphs, adjectives and apostrophes in an appropriate way

	
	LO 4
	Use strategies, including syllabification, strings and patterns, and dictionaries, to spell a wider range of words
Understand that some words are spelled differently from how they are pronounced

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary gleaned from the unit texts in shared writing about Ireland and Australia



	Exploring and using
	LO 6
	Write a report with others, elaborating on key points and adding their own thoughts, knowledge and experience

	
	LO 7
	Engage with the writing process to create a report


Literacy development prompts
Unit 3a: France
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	22
	Genre: report
	This is a report. Reports give us information about something. What do you think this report is going to be about?

	22
	Genre: report
	Look at the heading ‘Facts’. A fact is something that is always true and correct no matter what. Reports usually contain lots of interesting facts.

	22
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Have you ever been to France? What was it like?

	22
	Grammar: adjectives 
	Look at the word ‘colourful’. It is an adjective or a describing word. It describes the parades. What adjective describes the fireworks?

	22
	Vocabulary development
	How many small words can you make from the letters in the word ‘opportunity’?

	22
	Comprehensions:
making connection
	‘Baguettes’ and ‘crêpes’ are well-known French foods. What foods do you think Ireland is famous for?

	22
	Comprehension:
visualising
	Close your eyes and imagine you are in Paris. What might you see, smell or taste there?

	22
	Comprehension:
self-questioning
	What questions do you still have about France? 


Unit 3b: Spain
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	26
	Comprehension: comparing
	Look at the Spanish flag. How is it similar or different to the Irish flag?

	26
	Genre: report
	Reports often have headings that tell you what each section of the report is about. Look at the heading ‘Landmarks’. This section tells us about famous building or monuments in Spain. What other headings can you see? 

	26
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Spanish people love to eat paella or tapas. What’s your favourite food? 

	26
	Grammar: plurals
	The plural of ‘tomato’ is ‘tomatoes’. Can you find other plural words in this text? 

	26
	Vocabulary development
	‘Delicious’ is a word that describes the taste of food. Can you think of other words to describe the taste of food? 

	26
	Phonological awareness
	The word ‘Barcelona’ has four syllables. Can you find another word with four syllables on this page?

	26
	Grammar: adjectives
	The word ‘sandy’ is an adjective. It is used to describe the noun ‘beach’. Can you find other adjectives in this report? 

	26
	Comprehension:
making connections 
	Have you ever been on holiday to another country? 


2nd Class Combined:
Unit 4 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	4
	Texts
	Text 4a: The Sahara Desert
Text 4b: The Arctic and Antarctica

	Theme
	The world around us
	Subtheme
	Extreme environments

	Genre
	Report
	Book band
	Gold

	Phonics focus
	The digraph ‘ea’
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Making connections, Visualising, 
Self-questioning, Prior knowledge, Inferring (prompts)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 4a: Using context clues
Text 4b: Matching the word to its meaning, Using context clues
	Grammar
	Text 4a: Prepositions
Text 4b: Conjunctions

	Focus words
	Text 4a: rarely, adapted, harsh, environment, absorb, scarce, oasis, nomads
Text 4b: region, Arctic, Antarctica, experiments, webbed, blubber, waterproof, Inuit, igloos

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 2nd Class Combined Reading and Skills Book (pp. 30–37)
Digital: Unit 4a Grammar activity: Prepositions; Unit 4b Grammar activity: Conjunctions
Phonics printable worksheet – 04. Extreme environments
Below-level printable worksheet – 4a The Sahara Desert
Above-level printable worksheet – 4a The Sahara Desert
Below-level printable worksheet – 4b The Arctic and Antarctica
Above-level printable worksheet – 4b The Arctic and Antarctica

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 4: Genre video (Report)
Unit 4: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 4a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 4b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 4a: Interactive Reader; Unit 4b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 4a: Children use the template on p. 33 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to guide them in gathering information and planning their own report about Italy.
Unit 4b: Children use the template on p. 37 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to write a report about Italy, using the plan they completed on p. 33 for support. 
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent report writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	Geography – Human environments – People and places in other areas
Geography – Natural environments – Planet Earth in space
Science – Energy and forces – Heat
Visual Arts – Painting and colour – Painting
PE – Gymnastics – Movement

	Games/
Activities
	Locate the Sahara Desert, the Arctic and Antarctica on a map.
Use a globe to illustrate the position of the three areas on Earth.
In pairs, paint a desert scene and an Arctic scene – swap when you have the backgrounds done and include creatures, plants, etc. from the other scene (e.g. a camel in the Arctic).
Write a poem about a penguin on his/her holidays in the desert.
Create a model to show how the Sun heats the Earth unevenly – giving us the Polar regions and the warmer areas around the Equator.
Mimic the movements of polar and desert creatures to create a gymnastics movement.
Read the story of Tom Crean’s Rabbit by Meredith Hooper and Bert Kitchen to the class. 
A photo-story of this book is available on YouTube.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 33 and 37). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own report using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their report about Italy to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 4 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts
Conferencing
Teacher observation 
Easter Assessment (Termly Assessment 3: Combined Reading and Skills Book Units 1–4). See page 200. NB: The termly assessments are also available to download at FolensOnline


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Independently and with others enjoy evaluating reports on areas of interest and information about extreme environments

	
	LO 2
	Use key points from reports, pictures or possibly online sources to help them plan their own report about Italy

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use commas and paragraphs to punctuate and add intonation

	
	LO 4
	Break new words into syllables, recognising for the most part when the syllables make sense

	
	LO 5
	Read increasingly demanding diagraphs, letter patterns, and consonant and vowel diagraphs, including the digraph ‘ea’
Use a range of word identification strategies

	
	LO 6
	Use a range of strategies, including knowledge of synonyms, homonyms, antonyms, prefixes, suffixes and root words, to understand unfamiliar words from the two reports

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a report and distinguish between a report and other genres

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand reports about extreme envrionments
Identify and summarise the main ideas and key points in a report, reflecting on and making sense of the information

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with reports about extreme environments
Generate and respond to questions on a report, providing justification for their responses, using the text
Create mental images in response to texts about extreme environments. Discuss in detail the sights, sounds, smells, tastes and touch of their images

	
	LO 10
	Maintain a reasonable pace while reading the reports, using phonic knowledge, sight vocabulary and common letter patterns



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy planning and writing a report, exploring his/her own style, using language creatively and imaginatively and sharing it with others

	
	LO 2
	Choose and refine the content for a report about Italy to be presented to the rest of the class

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use basic conjunctions, correct verb tenses, simple paragraphs, adjectives, prepositions and apostrophes in an appropriate way

	
	LO 4
	Use strategies, including syllabification, strings and patterns, and dictionaries, to spell a wider range of words

	
	LO 5
	Choose vocabulary to convey a specific meaning, using creative and imaginative language, potentially including some Italian words as they relate to the content of their report

	Exploring and using
	LO 6
	Write a report for an intended audience, elaborating on key points such as location, food and sport
Use their report to share their thoughts, knowledge or experience about Italy

	
	LO 7
	Engage with the writing process to create a report

	
	LO 8
	Discuss key points of their report about Italy and the reports of others


Literacy development prompts
Unit 4a: The Sahara Desert 
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	30
	Genre: report
	What kind of text do you think this is? Why?

	30
	Grammar:
prefix ‘im’
	Look at the word ‘impossible’. It is made up of the prefix ‘im’ and the word ‘possible’. The prefix ‘im’ means ‘not’ – so, impossible means ‘not possible’. Can you use the prefix ‘im’ to create a word meaning ‘not patient’?

	30
	Vocabulary development:
antonyms
	Look at the words ‘hot’ and ‘dry’. What are the opposites of these words?

	30
	Comprehensions:
making connections
	Would you like to live in the Sahara Desert? Why?

	30
	Comprehension:
visualising
	Close your eyes and imagine you are in the Sahara Desert. What do you see, smell and hear?

	30
	Comprehension:
self-questioning
	What questions do you still have about the Sahara Desert?

	30
	Grammar: prepositions
	A preposition is a word that shows position or direction. It tells us where something is. In the sentence ‘Nomads live in deserts’, the word ‘in’ is a preposition.


Unit 4b: The Arctic and Antarctica
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	34
	Genre: report
Comprehension: prior knowledge
	Look at the title. This report is about the Arctic and Antarctica. What do you already know about the Arctic and Antarctica?

	34
	Vocabulary development:
superlatives
	The word ‘coldest’ is made from the root word ‘cold’ and the ending ‘est’. It means the most cold. Can you find other examples of words with the ending ‘est’ in this report? What do they mean?

	34
	Comprehension:
self-questioning/inferring
	The author states that scientists are the only people to live in Antarctica and they only stay for a few months. Why do you think people don’t make Antarctica their home?

	34
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Have you ever seen a penguin or a seal? Have you ever seen a film or read a story about these animals?

	34
	Grammar:
conjunctions
	The word ‘and’ is a conjunction. It joins two sentences together to make one longer sentence. Look at the sentence: ‘Polar bears have large claws for walking in the snow and they can close their nostrils to stop water getting in.’

	34
	Grammar: 
adding the ending ‘ing’
	Look at the word ‘getting’. It starts with the root word ‘get’. But when we add on the ending ‘ing’, we have to double the letter ‘t’. Can you find another example of this in the text?

	34
	Comprehension:
visualising
	Can you imagine what it would be like to live in the Arctic? Picture the scene in your head. What can you see, hear, feel and touch?


2nd Class Combined:
Unit 5 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	5
	Texts
	Text 5a: ‘Spaghetti! Spaghetti!’
Text 5b: ‘A Matter of Taste’/
‘Not-So Fast Food’

	Theme
	Food
	Subtheme
	All types of food

	Genre
	Poetry
	Book band
	White

	Phonics focus
	The digraph ‘ou’
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Making connections, Inferring, Comparing, Determining importance (prompts),
Visualising (Combined Reading and Skills Book p. 39), Comparing and contrasting (Combined Reading and Skills Book p. 43)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 5a: Match the meaning
Text 5b: Match the meaning, Rhyming words
	Grammar
	Text 5a: Contractions
Text 5b: Alternatives to ‘said’ and ‘nice’

	Focus words
	Text 5a: spaghetti, enough, sauce, sprinkled, mound, wiggle, wriggle, squiggle
Text 5b: taste, pickle, tickly, marshmallow, sherbet, celery, tacos, onion, donuts, soda, munch, includes

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 2nd Class Combined Reading and Skills Book (pp. 38–45)
Digital: Unit 5a Grammar activity: Contractions; Unit 5b Grammar activity: Using different words for ‘said’ and ‘nice’
Digital: Unit 5a Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 05. All types of food
Below-level printable worksheet – 5a Food poems (1)
Above-level printable worksheet – 5a Food poems (1)
Below-level printable worksheet – 5b Food poems (2)
Above-level printable worksheet – 5b Food poems (2)

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 5: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 5a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 5b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 5a: Interactive Reader; Unit 5b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 5a: Display and discuss the features of a list poem using the poem ‘Ten Things Found in a Wizard’s Pocket’ on the Unit 5a digital writing display. Use the table on the bottom of the display to look at how the author describes each of the items listed in the poem. 
The children can then use the template on p. 41 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to plan their own list poem, ‘Five Things Found in a Chef’s Pocket’.
Unit 5b: Children write their own list poem, ‘Five Things Found in a Chef’s Pocket’. on p. 45 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book. Children could then write another list poem on a topic of their choice in their copies.
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	SPHE – Myself – Taking care of my body
PE – Athletics
Visual Arts – Clay – Developing form in clay
Gaeilge – Bia

	Games/
Activities
	Create a menu of your favourite foods – remember to include a starter, main course and desert.
Keep a food journal and record everything you eat in a day.
Get some exercise before and after your lunch – do you feel slower before or after lunch? Why do you think this might be so?
Have a conversation as Gaeilge about ordering food in a restaurant.
Use clay to create a model of your favourite dinner.
Design a birthday cake for a celebrity of your choice.
Take out some recipe books from the library and bake/make something at home for the class to try out.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 41 and 45). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own list poem using smiley faces
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their list poem to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 5 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts
Conferencing
Teacher observation 
Discussion and appraisal of each other’s poems


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy reading poems about food independently and with others
Interpret the author’s intent in the poem ‘Not-So Fast Food’

	
	LO 2
	Enjoy sharing experiences with poetry about food
Use key points from the text for a specific purpose, e.g. to discuss healthy eating

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use spaces, commas and question marks to punctuate and add intonation

	
	LO 4
	Break new words into syllables, recognising for the most part when the syllables make sense

	
	LO 5
	Read increasingly demanding diagraphs, letter patterns, and consonant and vowel diagraphs, including the digraph ‘ou’
Identify rhyming words with different spelling patterns, e.g. stuff, enough

	
	LO 6
	Use a range of strategies, including knowledge of synonyms and antonyms, to understand unfamiliar words from the three poems

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a poem and distinguish between poems and other genres

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand poems about food
Identify and summarise the main ideas in a poem

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with poems on the topic of food
Generate and respond to questions on a poem, using the text to justify their responses, including where the answer is not explicitly given in the text
Compare and contrast two poems

	
	LO 10
	Maintain a reasonable pace while reading the poems, showing a clear understanding of the rhyming scheme and rhythm



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy planning and writing a list poem, exploring his/her own style, using language creatively and imaginatively

	
	LO 2
	Choose and refine the content for a list poem about things found in a chef’s pocket, to be presented to the rest of the class

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use question marks, basic connectives, correct verb tenses, contractions, adjectives and apostrophes in an appropriate way

	
	LO 4
	Understand that some words are spelled differently from how they are pronounced

	
	LO 5
	Use creative and imaginative language to describe items found in a chef’s pocket
Avoid overused and uninteresting words (said, nice)

	Exploring and using
	LO 6
	Write a list poem to be shared with the class, expanding their description of each list item to really bring the poem to life

	
	LO 7
	Use a graphic organiser to plan poetry writing
Engage with the writing process to create a list poem

	
	LO 8
	Discuss key points of their poem and the poems of others


Literacy development prompts
Unit 5a: ‘Spaghetti! Spaghetti!’
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	38
	Genre: poetry
	What kind of a text do you think this is? Why do you think this?

	38
	Phonological awareness
	Look at the first verse. The words ‘stuff’ and ‘enough’ rhyme. Can you find another pair of rhyming words?

	38
	Vocabulary development
	The spaghetti is piled up in a mound. Can you think of another word that you could use in this sentence instead of ‘mound’?

	38
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Do you like spaghetti?

	38
	Grammar: contractions
	Look at the word ‘you’re’. Two words have been joined together. One letter has been left out. This is called a contraction. Which two words is the contraction ‘you’re’ short for?

	38
	Phonological awareness
	Look at the words ‘slishy’ and ‘sloshy’. Why do you think the author chose these words?

	38
	Vocabulary development:
synonyms
	The word ‘gobble’ means ‘to eat greedily’. Can you think of another word you could use here?

	38
	Comprehension:
inferring
	Does the poet like spaghetti? What clues in the poem make you think this?


Unit 5b: ‘A Matter of Taste’ / ‘Not-So Fast Food’
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	42
	Comprehension:
making connections
	The poet Eve Merriam asked a question. ‘What does your tongue like the most?’ Do you like any of her suggestions or do you prefer other foods? 

	42
	Phonological awareness
	‘most’ and ‘toast’ are rhyming words. Can you find other rhyming pairs in the poems?

	42
	Vocabulary development:
antonyms
	The words ‘soft’ and ‘hard’ are the opposite of each other. Can you find any other words in the poems that are opposites?

	42
	Phonics
	‘Celery’ begins with the letter ‘c’ but it sounds like the letter ‘s’. ‘Circle’ and ‘circus’ also start with a ‘c’ that sounds like an ‘s’. Can you think of other words with this sound?

	42
	Comprehension:
comparing
	Can you find any common theme in the poems? How are they similar or different?

	42
	Vocabulary development:
synonyms
	The words ‘eat’ and ‘munch’ are similar in meaning. Can you think of any other words that mean ‘to eat’?

	42
	Comprehension:
determining importance/
inferring
	Read the second verse of the poem ‘Not-So Fast Food’ by Kenn Nesbitt again. What is the main idea of this verse?


2nd Class Combined:
Unit 6 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	6
	Texts
	Text 6a: Recipe for a Smoothie
Text 6b: Recipe for Chocolate Brownies

	Theme
	Food
	Subtheme
	Tasty treats

	Genre
	Procedure
	Book band
	White

	Phonics focus
	The digraph ‘oo’ (long)
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Inferring, Making connections, Clarifying (prompts)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 6a: Antonyms, Using context clues
Text 6b: Crossword clues
	Grammar
	Text 6a: Homonyms – there/their/they’re, its/it’s
Text 6b: Homonyms – was/were, has/have

	Focus words
	Text 6a: tastier, daily, healthy, yogurt, core, liquidise, smooth, refreshing
Text 6b: slightly, unsalted, saucepan, scales, spatula, grease, crumble

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 2nd Class Combined Reading and Skills Book (pp. 46–53)
Digital: Unit 6a Grammar activity: Using ‘there’, ‘their’ or ‘they’re’ and ‘its’ or ‘it’s’; Unit 6b Grammar activity: Using ‘was’, ‘were’, ‘has’ and ‘have’
Digital: Unit 6a Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 06. Tasty treats 
Below-level printable worksheet – 6a Recipe for a Smoothie
Above-level printable worksheet – 6a Recipe for a Smoothie 
Below-level printable worksheet – 6b Recipe for Chocolate Brownies
Above-level printable worksheet – 6b Recipe for Chocolate Brownies

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 6: Genre video (Procedure)
Unit 6: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 6a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 6b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 6a: Interactive Reader; Unit 6b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 6a: Discuss the features of a recipe and model how to plan a recipe for strawberry treats using the illustrations and the command verbs provided on the digital writing display. The digital writing display could also be used for shared writing as it is a printable resource.
The children can then use p. 49 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to help them plan a recipe for Rice Krispie buns. Illustrations and command verbs are provided to support them at each step.
Unit 6b: Children use the template on p. 53 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to independently write a recipe for Rice Krispie buns using the plan they completed on p. 49 for support. 
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	SPHE – Myself – Taking care of my body
Science – Materials – Properties and characteristics of materials
Science – Living things – Plants and animals
Gaeilge – Bia
Maths – Measures – Weight
Geography – Human environments – People and places in other areas

	Games/
Activities
	Host a World Food Day – pupils bring in samples of food from other countries of the world.
Plant some seeds and watch them grow – lettuce and chives grow really well.
Have a ‘Bricfeasta Gaelach’ in school – children bring in their own breakfast and try to speak in Irish while eating.
Use the recipe and measure out the ingredients in grams.
Discuss the ingredients and how they feel – what differences are there after the brownie has been cooked?
Make a class display of the favourite foods of everyone in the class.
Discuss healthy eating and the importance of a balanced diet.
Jumble up the steps of the recipe(s) so they are not in the correct order. Ask a partner to put them in sequence.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 49 and 53). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own procedural writing using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing 
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their procedure to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 6 texts
Sequencing activities: Put the instructions in the correct order, etc.
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts
Conferencing
Teacher observation 


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Independently and with others enjoy evaluating recipes for tasty treats

	
	LO 2
	Enjoy sharing other recipes and use key points from the recipe for specific purposes, e.g. analysing the genre or discussing healthy recipes

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use exclamation marks and short paragraphs to punctuate and add intonation to reading

	
	LO 4
	Break new words into syllables, recognising for the most part when the syllables make sense

	
	LO 5
	Use a range of word identification strategies flexibly and confidently
Read increasingly demanding diagraphs, letter patterns, and consonant and vowel diagraphs, including the long ‘oo’ digraph

	
	LO 6
	Use a range of strategies to understand unfamiliar words from two procedures

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Use lists and diagrams in simple non-fictional texts to gather specific information

	
	LO 8 
	Identify and summarise the main ideas and key points in the procedures and put the instructions in sequence

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with the recipes
Infer meaning using prior knowledge and contextual clues in the text and illustrations
Use a range of comprehension strategies with confidence

	
	LO 10
	Maintain a reasonable pace while reading the recipes using phonic knowledge, sight vocabulary and common letter patterns



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy planning and writing a procedural piece, exploring his/her own style

	
	LO 2
	Choose and refine the content of their recipe to be presented to the rest of the class in a wide range of formats

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use exclamation marks, some paragraphs, connectives and correct verb forms 
(e.g. was/were, has/have)

	
	LO 4
	Use strategies, including syllabification, strings and patterns, and dictionaries, to spell a wider range of words

	
	LO 5
	Intentionally use vocabulary such as command verbs and adverbs to convey a specific instruction

	Exploring and using
	LO 6
	Write a recipe for an intended audience, using appropriate language and structure, while exploring their own style

	
	LO 7
	Draw on a range of text sources and use graphic organisers to plan writing
Engage with the writing process to create a recipe – composing, proofing and editing their work


Literacy development prompts
Unit 6a: Recipe for a Smoothie 
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	46
	Genre: procedure
	 What kind of text do you think this is? How do you know?

	46
	Vocabulary development
	‘This recipe serves two people.’ What does this phrase mean?

	46
	Grammar:
contractions
	Look at the word ‘don’t’. This is a contraction for the words ‘do’ and ‘not’. Can you find any other contractions in the text?

	46
	Genre: procedure
	Procedures always have a method or instructions that you follow. Why do you think it is important to follow the method in the correct order?

	46
	Comprehension:
inferring
	It is important to eat fruit every day. Why do you think this is a good way of getting fruit into your diet?

	46
	Grammar:
a and an
	Sometimes the author uses ‘a’ before a noun and other times he or she uses ‘an’. Can you find an example of each in this procedure and explain why it was used?

	46
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Which topping would you choose for your smoothie?


Unit 6b: Recipe for Chocolate Brownies
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	50
	Genre: procedure
	What type of text is a recipe? Give reasons for your answer.

	50
	Comprehension:
inferring
	The author tells us to ask an adult for help. Why is it important to do this?

	50
	Comprehension:
clarifying
	You need 125g of plain flour for this recipe. The ‘g’ stands for grams. We measure how light or heavy something is in grams or kilograms.

	50
	Vocabulary development:
prefixes
	The word ‘preheat’ is made up of the prefix ‘pre’ and the root word ‘heat’. When we put ‘pre’ in front of a word, it means ‘before’. ‘Preheat’ means to heat up the oven before we begin to put the ingredients together. What do you think the words ‘prepay’ and ‘preschool’ mean?

	50
	Genre: procedure
command/bossy verbs
	A procedure uses command or bossy verbs. ‘Preheat’ and ‘weigh’ are examples from step 1 and step 3. Can you find other examples of command verbs in this text?

	50
	Phonological awareness:
suffixes
	The word ‘lightly’ is made up of the root word ‘light’ and the ending ‘ly’. Can you find other words in this procedure that end in the suffix ‘ly’?

	50
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Does this text remind you of anything? Baking at home or eating a delicious dessert? Discuss this with your partner.


2nd Class Combined:
Unit 7 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	7
	Texts
	Text 7a: A Bear Called Paddington
Text 7b: The Magic Faraway Tree

	Theme
	Holidays
	Subtheme
	Adventures with authors

	Genre
	Narrative
	Book band
	White

	Phonics focus
	The ‘ow’ digraph
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Determining importance, Making connections, Inferring, Self-questioning, Making predictions (prompts)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 7a: Using context clues
Text 7b: Synonyms
	Grammar
	Text 7a: Question words
Text 7b: Comparatives and superlatives

	Focus words
	Text 7a: platform, daughter, loudspeakers, blaring, adjusted, insisted, announced, triumphantly
Text 7b: enchanted, slanted, mist, swirled, stretched, tremendously, carousel, distant

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 2nd Class Combined Reading and Skills Book (pp. 54–61)
Digital: Unit 7a Grammar activity: Question words; Unit 7b Grammar activity: Comparatives and superlatives
Digital: Unit 7b Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 07. Adventures with authors
Below-level printable worksheet – 7a A Bear Called Paddington
Above-level printable worksheet – 7a A Bear Called Paddington
Below-level printable worksheet – 7b The Magic Faraway Tree
Above-level printable worksheet – 7b The Magic Faraway Tree

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 7: Genre video (Narrative)
Unit 7: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 7a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 7b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 7a: Interactive Reader; Unit 7b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 7a: Children use the template on p. 57 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to analyse the features of the narrative ‘A Bear Called Paddington’.
Unit 7b: Use the digital writing display to complete the villain character profile with the children. This can be completed as a modelled or shared piece of writing as it is a printable resource. 
Children can then use p. 61 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to complete, in pairs, a character profile of their own superhero. 
A range of adjectives is provided to support children in writing an imaginative and interesting description of their superhero.

	Cross-curricular links
	Drama – Drama to explore feelings, knowledge and ideas, leading to understanding – Exploring and making drama
Geography – Human environments – People and places in other areas
Science – Living things – Plants and animals
Visual Arts – Clay – Developing form in clay
Visual Arts – Fabric and fibre – Creating in fabric and fibre

	Games/Activities
	Find out as much as you can about ‘Darkest Peru’. Create a fact poster with information all about Peru.
Brainstorm ‘bears’ and create a web of information that the class already know. Add to the web over the course of the unit.
Use clay to make a model of Paddington Bear.
Use a freeze-frame activity to explore how the children were feeling at the top of the Faraway Tree.
Use fabric and material to make a collage of the land at the top of the Faraway Tree.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 57 and 61). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Portfolio assessment: Children can add their villain and superhero profiles to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 7 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation 
Children could share their character profiles with the class
Peer feedback


*The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Consider the author’s intent and give reasons for their interpretation

	
	LO 2
	Evaluate texts with their own character profiles and their own narrative stories in mind

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use speech marks, exclamation marks, question marks, commas and paragraphs to punctuate and add intonation to reading

	
	LO 4
	Recognise patterns in spoken words and use knowledge of existing words to segment and blend new words

	
	LO 5
	Use their knowledge of letter sequences, digraphs, root words, syllables, silent letters, prefixes and suffixes to identify words
Recognise and sound the ‘ow’ digraph at the beginning, in the middle and at the end of words

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Select relevant information from a range of non-fictional texts (Peru, bears, etc.)

	
	LO 9
	Use a range of comprehension strategies flexibly and confidently

	
	LO 10
	Maintain a reasonable pace while reading the narratives using expression and intonation, while drawing on a range of phonic, sight and context cues when unknown words are encountered



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy using their own style of writing in their character profiles, drawing on figurative and descriptive language and creating vivid images to impact on the reader

	
	LO 2
	Choose and refine the content of their character description in pairs. This could then be presented to the rest of the class in a wide range of formats



	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use commas, possessive apostrophes, contractions, some paragraphs, connectives and mostly correct verb forms and tenses

	
	LO 4
	Use a range of strategies flexibly to spell unusual and difficult words

	
	LO 5
	Use wide-ranging, descriptive vocabulary to create a vivid image of their villain and superhero

	Exploring and using
	LO 6
	Develop characters and ideas using appropriate language and structure while exploring their own style

	
	LO 7
	Engage with the writing process to create a superhero and villain profile. These characters will feature in a superhero narrative in the next unit

	
	LO 8
	Discuss, explain and connect with the characters they have created and those created by their peers, predicting what actions they might take in the superhero story


Literacy development prompts
Unit 7a: A Bear Called Paddington
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	54
	Genre: narrative
	This text is a narrative. What do we usually find in a narrative text?

	54
	Comprehension:
determining importance
	Look at the first paragraph. The author must want us to pay close attention to this as he has written it in a different font. Why do you think this is?

	54
	Genre: narrative (setting)
Comprehension:
making connections
	This story takes place in a train station. This is the setting for the story. Have you ever been to a train station? Did you travel on a train?

	54
	Vocabulary development:
prefixes
	Look at the word ‘unusual’. It is made up of the prefix ‘un’ and the word ‘usual’. Do you remember what the prefix ‘un’ means? What other words can you think of with the prefix ‘un’?

	54
	Grammar:
compound words
	Look at the word ‘loudspeakers’. It is a compound word. A compound word is when two words are joined together to make a new, longer word. Can you find other compound words in this text?

	54
	Comprehension:
inferring
	‘Mr Brown had to tell his wife several times before she understood.’ Why do you think this was?

	54
	Comprehension:
self-questioning
	What questions do you still have at the end of this recount? How can you find out what happens next?


Unit 7b: The Magic Faraway Tree 
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	58
	Genre: narrative
	A narrative text tells us a story. The story can be real or imaginary. Look at the title of this story. Do you think it will be real or imaginary?

	58
	Genre: narrative
	Narrative texts always have characters. Joe is a character in this story. Who are the other characters?

	58
	Vocabulary development
Grammar: adjectives
	Narrative texts use lots of descriptive language or lots of adjectives. Look at the sentence: ‘Above him the enormous thick white cloud stretched.’ The author used three adjectives to describe the cloud. Can you find other examples of descriptive language in this text?

	58
	Vocabulary development: metaphors
	Do you know what a carousel is? In what ways was standing in the new, strange land like being on a carousel?

	58
	Genre: narrative
	Narrative texts have some dialogue between the characters. They talk to each other in the story. ‘What’s happening?’ said Beth is an example. Can you find another example of dialogue or direct speech in this text?

	58
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Have you ever been dizzy? Did you feel scared? Discuss with your partner.

	58
	Comprehension:
predicting
	What do you think happens next in this story? Discuss.


2nd Class Combined:
Unit 8 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	8
	Texts
	Text 8a: Dr Scorpio Strikes Again (Part 1)
Text 8b: Dr Scorpio Strikes Again (Part 2)

	Theme
	Holidays
	Subtheme
	Heroes and villains

	Genre
	Narrative
	Book band
	White

	Phonics focus
	The digraph ‘ow’ as the long ‘o’ sound
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Visualising, Comparing, Making connections, Making predictions (prompts),
Comparing (Combined Reading and Skills Book p. 63), Visualising (Combined Reading and Skills Book p. 67)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 8a: Match the meaning
Text 8b: Using context clues
	Grammar
	Text 8a: Revision – nouns, verbs, adjectives, pronouns
Text 8b: Revision – prepositions, connectives, editing

	Focus words
	Text 8a: prisoner, tower, sneering, meteor, destroy, lure, defeated, sword, shield
Text 8b: deflect, dodged, lethal, attacked, unexpectedly, stumbled, failed, exploded

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 2nd Class Combined Reading and Skills Book (pp. 62–69)
Digital: Unit 8a Grammar activity: Revision; Unit 8b Grammar activity: Revision
Phonics printable worksheet – 08. Heroes and villains
Below-level printable worksheet – 8a Dr Scorpio Strikes Again (Part 1)
Above-level printable worksheet – 8a Dr Scorpio Strikes Again (Part 1)
Below-level printable worksheet – 8b Dr Scorpio Strikes Again (Part 2)
Above-level printable worksheet – 8b Dr Scorpio Strikes Again (Part 2)

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 8: Genre video (Narrative)
Unit 8: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 8a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 8b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 8a: Interactive Reader; Unit 8b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 8a: Children use the template on p. 65 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to plan their own superhero story (narrative).
Unit 8b: Children use the template on p. 69 of the Combined Reading and Skills Book to write their own superhero story, using the plan they completed on p. 65 for support. 
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	Visual Arts – Painting and colour – Painting
Music – Composing – Improvising and creating
Geography – Natural environments – Planet Earth in space
PE – Gymnastics – Movement
SPHE – Myself and the wider world – Developing citizenship

	Games/Activities
	Paint a picture of your favourite superhero in action.
Create the sound effects to match the stories using a range of percussion instruments and body percussion.
Dr Scorpio finds the Zakor gemstone on a meteor – create a fact web all about meteors, asteroids and other celestial phenomena.
Create movements to match those of Captain Blade in Gymnastics.
Discuss everyday heroes and people who help us in our own lives.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing tasks (Combined Reading and Skills Book pp. 65 and 69). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own superhero story using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their story to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 8 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts
Conferencing
Teacher observation 
Summer Assessment (Termly Assessment 4: Combined Reading and Skills Book Units 5–8). 
See page 206. NB: The termly assessments are also available to download at FolensOnline


*The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Consider the author’s intent through interpreting illustration, use of language and features of text, e.g. exclamation marks

	
	LO 2
	Enjoy engaging with and evaluating a two-part narrative text with the purpose of writing their own superhero story

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use exclamation marks, commas and longer paragraphs to punctuate and add intonation

	
	LO 4
	Break words into syllables and use their knowledge of consonants and vowel sounds to recognise and blend them verbally
Recognise patterns in spoken words and use knowledge of existing words to segment and blend new words

	
	LO 5
	Use their knowledge of letter sequences, diagraphs, root words, syllables, silent letters, prefixes and suffixes to identify words
Read increasingly demanding diagraphs, letter patterns, and consonant and vowel diagraphs, including the digraph ‘ow’ as the long ‘o’ sound

	
	LO 6
	Use a range of strategies to understand unfamiliar words

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Select relevant information from a range of non-fictional texts (meteors, etc.)

	
	LO 8 
	Visualise aspects of the story while reading
[bookmark: _GoBack]Show an understanding that language features, images and vocabulary shape interpretation of the text

	
	LO 9
	Compare and contrast the key characters in the story 
Make connections with other superhero stories they have watched or read as well as with other ‘real-life’ heroes
Make and modify their predictions about the continuation of the story 

	
	LO 10
	Maintain a reasonable pace while reading the narratives, using expression and intonation, while drawing on a range of phonic, sight and context cues when unknown words are encountered



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy using their own style of writing in the narrative genre, drawing on figurative language and creating vivid images to impact on the reader

	
	LO 2
	Choose and refine the content of their superhero story

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use commas, possessive apostrophes, contractions, pronouns, some paragraphs, time connectives, conjunctions and mostly correct verb forms

	
	LO 4
	Use a range of strategies flexibly to spell unusual and difficult words

	
	LO 5
	Use varied and descriptive vocabulary to extend their ideas, add more detail and create an effect, mood or image 

	Exploring and using
	LO 6
	Write a well-structured superhero narrative that contains all the features of the genre, i.e. well-developed characters, a setting, a problem and resolution, and creative, descriptive language

	
	LO 7
	Use a writing frame to plan writing
Engage with the writing process to create a superhero narrative – composing, proofing, editing and including feedback

	
	LO 8
	Discuss the character’s actions in their own story and the stories of others and reflect on the motives for these actions


Literacy development prompts
Unit 8a: Dr Scorpio Strikes Again (Part 1) 
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	62
	Genre: narrative
	This is a narrative. What clues tell us this?

	62
	Comprehension: visualising
	Illustrations are very important in stories. Take a close look at Dr Scorpio. Do you think he looks like the hero or the villain?

	62
	Vocabulary development:
synonyms
	Look at the word ‘sneering’. Can you think of another word that you could use here?

	62
	Grammar: pronouns
	Remember, pronouns are words we use instead of nouns. Look at the sentence: ‘She had a plan.’ What is the pronoun in this sentence? What noun has it replaced?

	62
	Comprehension: comparing
	Dr Scorpio and Captain Blade are very different characters. In what way are they different?

	62
	Comprehension: making connections
	Does this story remind you of any other story or TV programme?

	62
	Comprehension: prediction
	This is Part 1 of the story. What do you think will happen in Part 2?


Unit 8b: Dr Scorpio Strikes Again (Part 2) 
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	66
	Comprehension: visualising
	Close your eyes and imagine you are Captain Blade, climbing the tower. It is hot; flaming globes and robotic wasps are flashing past you. You can hear a terrible buzzing all around. How do you feel?

	66
	Vocabulary development
	The author said, ‘One prick from those deadly stingers and all would be lost’. The phrase ‘all would be lost’ is an expression, but what does it mean?

	66
	Grammar:
using an apostrophe for possession
	Look at the words ‘Captain Blade’s sword’. The sword belongs to Captain Blade, so we use an apostrophe. Can you find another example in this text where an apostrophe is used to show that something belongs to someone?

	66
	Genre: narrative
	Narrative texts are written in the past tense. Can you name all the verbs in the past tense in the fourth paragraph?

	66
	Vocabulary development:
synonyms
	Dr Scorpio appeared in a giant robot suit. Can you think of other words with a similar meaning to the word ‘giant’?

	66
	Grammar: conjunctions
	Look at the sentence ‘She knew it might mean the end for Goodville, but she couldn’t let Jamie die.’ Can you spot the joining word, or conjunction, that joins two sentences together to make this one long sentence?

	66
	Grammar:
exclamation marks
	The sentence ‘We have failed!’ ends in an exclamation mark. Can you find other exclamation marks in this text? Why has the author used them?
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