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 	 Starlight
2nd Class Core Reader:
Unit 1 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
The lesson plan below accompanies the 2nd Class Core Reader texts ‘Tara’s School Concert’ and ‘Time Trial’ as well as the associated pages in the 2nd Class Skills Book. It provides support and guidance for teachers over the course of the two-week period they are using these resources.
	Unit
	1
	Texts
	Text 1a: Tara’s School Concert
Text 1b: Time Trial

	Theme
	Myself
	Subtheme
	My hobbies

	Genre
	Recount
	Book band
	Turquoise

	Phonics focus
	Vowel sounds
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Making connections, Self-questioning, Predicting, Inferring, Visualising (prompts), Sequencing events (Skills Book p. 6), Looking at characters (Skills Book p. 10)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 1a: Inflected endings – ‘ed’
Text 1b: Similes
	Grammar
	Text 1a: Capital letters and full stops
Text 1b: Capital letters – ‘I’

	Focus words
	Text 1a: concert, jungle, costumes, practised, arrived, curtains, audience, suddenly, horror, scampered
Text 1b: coach, strict, giggling, ready, trial, length, squad, disappointed, determined

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 2nd Class Core Reader (pp. 4–11)
Starlight : 2nd Class Skills Book (pp. 6–13)
Digital: Unit 1a Grammar activity: Capital letters and full stops; Unit 1b Grammar activity: Capital letters – ‘I’ 
Digital: Unit 1b Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 01. My hobbies
Below-level printable worksheet – 1a Tara’s School Concert
Above-level printable worksheet – 1a Tara’s School Concert
Below-level printable worksheet – 1b Time Trial
Above-level printable worksheet – 1b Time Trial

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 1: Genre video (Recount)
Unit 1: Comprehension strategy displays 
Unit 1a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 1b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 1a: Interactive Reader; Unit 1b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 1a: Guide children in analysing the recount genre by completing p. 9 of the Skills Book based on the Unit 1a recount ‘Tara’s School Concert’.
Unit 1b: Use the digital writing display to model recount writing about going for a bike ride and a picnic in the forest park using the stimulus images and writing template. The teacher has the option to complete the page on the interactive whiteboard (right click the mouse and select ‘Save As’ to view the full page on screen) or to display the page on the screen and write the information for each section on a flipchart. The teacher can then use p. 13 of the Skills Book to do shared recount writing with the children about a family trip to the seaside.

	Cross-curricular links
	SPHE – Myself and others – My friends and other people
Drama – Drama to explore feelings, knowledge and ideas, leading to understanding
PE – Aquatics
Music – Performing – Song singing

	Games/Activities
	Chat about other funny incidents that have happened in school – make connections with the school concert story.
Listen to and sing the song ‘Walking in the Jungle’. Search for ‘Walking in the Jungle: Super Simple Songs’ on YouTube.
Set a target for the class – who can run a lap of the yard in under a minute or who can do 20 star jumps?
Discuss how Tom must have felt when he didn’t make the team.
Create a timeline of events from both stories by drawing pictures of different scenes and put them in the correct order.
In groups, carry out a freeze-frame activity for key points in the stories.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 9 and 13). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Think, Pair, Share: Children discuss the important features of recount writing
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 1 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation 


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Enjoy engaging with a recount on hobbies

	
	LO 2
	Choose, read and talk about text in the recount genre for pleasure, interest and the specific purpose of writing a recount of their own

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print, including capital letters and full stops

	
	LO 5
	Recognise a range of high-frequency words (e.g. our, little, my, said) 
Use phonic knowledge and a range of word identification strategies with confidence while reading
Recognise and sound out the short vowel sounds

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from reading the two recounts
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including suffixes, homonyms, synonyms and antonyms
Identify the use of similes as a descriptive tool for the author

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a recount
Experience and respond to the creative and imaginative aspects of the text (such as the use of similes)

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand a recount of different activities
Identify the main ideas and key points in a recount and order them

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with the recounts of hobbies
Generate and respond to questions on a recount

	
	LO 10
	Read a recount with good pace, phrasing and expression, being aware of the syntax and use of full stops and capital letters



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Enjoy participating in shared recount writing on the topic of a trip to the seaside

	
	LO 3
	Use more sophisticated conventions of print and sentence structure, and a range 
of verb tenses and connectives when participating in shared recount writing

	Understanding
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words
Use similes as part of recount writing

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when participating 
in shared recount writing

	
	LO 6
	Write with a sense of purpose and an audience in mind
Share their own thoughts, knowledge and experiences

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Independently plan and gather information to write a recount
Engage with the writing process to create a recount


Literacy development prompts
Unit 1a: Tara’s School Concert 
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	4
	Genre: recount
	Look at the title. What kind of a text do you think this is? Why do you think this? 

	4
	Vocabulary development:
inflected endings (-ed)
	Look at the word ‘helped’. It is made up of the word ‘help’ and the ending ‘ed’. Can you find another word with an ‘ed’ ending on this page? 

	4
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Look at the illustration. The children are wearing costumes. Have you ever worn a costume? 

	5
	Grammar: past tense
	Look at the word ‘waited’. It is made up of the word ‘wait’ and the ending ‘ed’. It is written in the past tense. Can you find any other words in the past tense ending in ‘ed’?

	5
	Vocabulary development
	Look at the word ‘nervous’. This is a feeling. Can you name any other feelings?

	5
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Have you ever felt nervous? Have you ever had the feeling of butterflies in your tummy? When?

	6
	Comprehension:
self-questioning and prediction
	Examine the illustration. Why do you think there is a mouse in the audience? What might happen if people see the mouse? 

	6
	Grammar:
exclamation marks
	Look at this mark [!]. What is it called? Yes, it is an exclamation mark and it is used at the end of exciting sentences. Can you see another mark like this on the page?

	6
	Vocabulary development: antonyms
	Look at the words ‘top’, ‘big’ and ‘down’. Can you think of words that mean the opposites of these words?

	7
	Grammar:
capitalisation for names
	Look at the name ‘Mark’. It is a name and gets a capital letter. Can you find examples of names and capital letters in this recount?

	7
	Comprehension:
inferring
	Do you think the parents enjoyed the concert? How do you know?


Unit 1b: Time Trial
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	8
	Genre: recount
	What kind of a text do you think this is? Why do you think this?

	8
	Comprehension: image
	Look at the illustration. Where do you think the boys are? 

	8
	Comprehension:
visualising
	Imagine you are at the swimming pool. What can you see, smell, taste, touch and hear?

	8
	Grammar: speech marks
	Look at these marks [‘ ’]. They are called speech marks. We use speech marks around the exact words that someone says or thinks. Here, Sally is speaking. What is she saying? 

	9
	Vocabulary development
	A ‘squad’ is a group of people who are involved in an activity. Can you think of a word you could use instead of squad?

	9
	Vocabulary development
	Look at the word ‘minute’. A minute is a unit of time. Can you find another example of a ‘time’ word? 

	9
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Examine the illustration carefully. Can you see a sign on the wall? What other signs or rules might you see at the swimming pool?

	10
	Grammar: capital letter for ‘l’
	When we use the word ‘I’ on its own, we use a capital letter. How many capital i’s can you find on this page?

	10
	Comprehension:
creating images / visualising
	Tom swam very quickly. What animal does the author compare Tom to? 

	10
	Comprehension:
creating images / visualising
	Can you think of another animal that you could use to help describe how Tom swam?

	11
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Tom was disappointed. Have you ever felt disappointed? Talk about this with a partner.

	11
	Phonics: magic ‘e’ + ‘a’
	Look at the word ‘gave’. It ends with a Magic ‘e’. The Magic ‘e’ makes the letter ‘a’ say its name. Can you find another word on this page where the Magic ‘e’ makes the letter ‘a’ say its name?

	11
	Vocabulary development
homonyms
	Look at the word ‘train’. This word has more than one meaning. In this sentence, it means ‘to prepare for a sports event’. It can also have another meaning. Do you know what it is?


2nd Class Core Reader:
Unit 2 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	2
	Texts
	Text 2a: The School Mural
Text 2b: In the Schoolyard

	Theme
	Myself
	Subtheme
	My school friends

	Genre
	Recount
	Book band
	Turquoise

	Phonics focus
	Magic ‘e’ with ‘a’
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Making connections, Visualising, Inferring, Self-questioning, Comparing (prompts), Predicting (Skills Book p. 18)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 2a: Inflected endings – ‘ing’
Text 2b: Homophones
	Grammar
	Text 2a: Capital letters – names of people and places
Text 2b: Capital letters – days, months and special occasions

	Focus words
	Text 2a: principal, mural, interested, explained, discussing, idea, sketch, paintbrushes, heavily, fabulous, pose, photo
Text 2b: awful, horrible, rudely, unpleasant, voice, tissue, suggested, accent, actually, ruin

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 2nd Class Core Reader (pp. 12–19)
Starlight : 2nd Class Skills Book (pp. 14–21)
Digital: Unit 2a Grammar activity: Capital letters for names and places; Unit 2b Grammar activity: Capital letters for days, months and special days
Phonics printable worksheet – 02. My School friends
Below-level printable worksheet – 2a The School Mural
Above-level printable worksheet – 2a The School Mural
Below-level printable worksheet – 2b In the Schoolyard
Above-level printable worksheet – 2b In the Schoolyard

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 2: Genre video (Recount)
Unit 2: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 2a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 2b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 2a: Interactive Reader; Unit 2b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 2a: Children use the template on p. 17 of the Skills Book to assist them in planning their own recount from a choice of two topics: ‘A Trip to the Circus’ or ‘A Day at the Park’.
Unit 2b: Children use the template on p. 21 of the Skills Book to write a recount on their chosen topic, using the plan they completed on p. 17 for support. Time connectives are also provided to support children in sequencing the events of their recount.
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	SPHE – Myself and others – My friends and other people
Visual Arts – Painting and colour – Painting
Drama – Drama to explore feelings, knowledge and ideas, leading to understanding

	Games/
Activities
	In pairs, paint a picture of some of the favourite things you like to do in school.
Discuss with the class how it feels to be the new person in a group or class.
Dramatise the events in the two recounts.
Use a conscience alley activity or a teacher-in-role activity to explore the feelings of those involved in the stories.
Draw up a class inclusivity contract to help children to remember to include others in their games.
Read the story The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt and Oliver Jeffers – discuss how each of the crayons feel about being left out or not used. Make connections with the story in Unit 2b.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 17 and 21). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own recount using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their recount to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 2 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation 
Use of capital letters in the correct places


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Enjoy engaging with a recount about school friends

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print, including capital letters, full stops and sentence structure

	
	LO 4
	Recognise and identify phonemes, onset-rime and syllables in spoken words

	
	LO 5
	Identify a range of high-frequency words (e.g. over, new, down, went) 
Use phonic knowledge and a range of word identification strategies with confidence and flexibility while reading
Recognise and read words with the split digraph a_e

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from a recount about school friends
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including prefixes, suffixes, homonyms and root words, paying particular attention to words ending in ‘ing’
Read the homophones ‘see/sea’ and ‘would/wood’

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a recount

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand a recount about school friends
Identify the main ideas and key points in a recount and put them in sequence

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a recount on school friends
Generate and respond to questions on a recount
Make and discuss predictions and inferences about a recount, clarifying
their reasons

	
	LO 10
	Read the two recounts with good pace, phrasing and expression, being particularly aware of full stops and sentence structure



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1 
	Enjoy planning a recount with and for others

	
	LO 2
	Choose the content and topic for a recount to be shared with others – a trip to the circus, a day in the park



	Writing outcomes (continued)

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use capital letters correctly
Use more sophisticated conventions of print and sentence structure, adding a more extensive vocabulary and a range of verbs and time connectives in their writing

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words
Use a range of decoding and spelling strategies for unfamiliar words

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary from their personal experience when writing a recount
Explore the creative and imaginative dimensions of language in their writing

	Exploring and using
	LO 6
	Write for an intended audience, using their recount to share their thoughts, knowledge and experience

	
	LO 7
	Independently plan and gather information to write a recount on a topic of their choosing
Engage with the writing process to create a recount

	
	LO 8
	Discuss the meaning and intent of their own writing with their peers as well as self-assessing their own recount


Literacy development prompts
Unit 2a: The School Mural 
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	12
	Genre: recount
	What kind of a text do you think this is? Why do you think this? 

	12
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Do you have a mural on your school shelter or building? Do you know who designed it? 

	12
	Vocabulary development
	Look at the word ‘interested’. Can you find small words in this big word?

	13
	Comprehension:
visualising
	Create a picture in your head of the mural that you would paint on the shelter. What colours would you use?

	13
	Vocabulary development
	Can you find a word on this page that has the same meaning as ‘talking about’?

	13
	Vocabulary development: 
synonyms
	Look at the word ‘big’. Can you think of other words that you could use to replace the word ‘big’?

	14
	Vocabulary development
	Look at the illustration. Can you think of three words to describe the shelter now?

	14
	Grammar:
capitalisation for days 
	The days of the week always get a capital letter. Thursday gets a capital ‘t’. 
Can you find another day on this page?

	14
	Comprehension:
inferring
	Do you think that Robert and his partner got along? Why? Look for clues in the text and the illustration to help you answer.

	15
	Vocabulary development:
compound words
	The word ‘homework’ is a compound word. This is where two words are pushed together to make a big word with its own meaning. Can you find another compound word?

	15
	Phonological and phonemic awareness: syllables
	Look at the word ‘fabulous’. It has three syllables. Can you find another word with three syllables?

	15
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Mrs McNamara said she would put the picture up on the school website. Has your picture ever been on the school website or school blog? How did you feel?


Unit 2b: In the Schoolyard 
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	16
	Genre: recount
	What kind of a text do you think this is? Why do you think this? 

	16
	Comprehension:
self-questioning
	Examine the picture carefully. Look closely at the body language and facial expressions. What questions come to mind?

	16
	Phonics: magic ‘e’
	Look at the word ‘five’. It has a Magic ‘e’ which makes the vowel ‘i’ say its name. Can you find other words with a Magic ‘e’ in this text?

	17
	Vocabulary development:
prefixes (un)
	Look at the word ‘unpleasant’. It is made up of the prefix ‘un’ and the word ‘pleasant’. The prefix ‘un’ means ‘not’. Therefore, the word ‘unpleasant’ means ‘not pleasant’. Can you find another word on this page with the prefix ‘un’?

	17
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Zara was very upset. Have you ever felt upset? Why?

	17
	Grammar: past tense
	Look at the word ‘played’. It is written in the past tense. Can you find any other words in the past tense ending in ‘ed’?

	18
	Comprehension: inferring
	Do you think that the other girls agreed with Anna? What clues did you find to help you figure this out?

	18
	Vocabulary development:
synonyms
	‘Orla suggested that we play tag.’ Can you think of other words to replace the word ‘suggested’ in this sentence?

	18
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Anna did not like to play tag, but she did enjoy skipping. What yard games do you enjoy playing with your friends?

	19
	Vocabulary development:
inflected endings – ‘ing’
	Look at the word ‘crying’. It is made up of the word ‘cry’ and the ending ‘ing’. Can you find other words on this page with the ‘ing’ ending?

	19
	Comprehension:
comparing
	Can you find ways in which Anna and Zara are similar and different? What do the characters’ choices or actions tell you about them?


2nd Class Core Reader:
Unit 3 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	3
	Texts
	Text 3a: Rainforest animals
Text 3b: Gorillas

	Theme
	Animals
	Subtheme
	Animals of the rainforest

	Genre
	Report
	Book band
	Purple

	Phonics focus
	Magic ‘e’ with ‘i’
	Comprehension 
skills/strategies
	Visualising, Self-questioning, Inferring, Comparing, Making connections, Determining importance (prompts), Comparing and contrasting (Skills Book p. 22), 
Fact or opinion (Skills Book p. 26)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 3a: Using context clues, Categorising, Root words 
Text 3b: Match word to meaning, Odd one out, Synonyms
	Grammar
	Text 3a: Question marks and exclamation marks
Text 3b: Adjectives

	Focus words
	Text 3a: rainforest, fierce, prowling, mammals, dangle, herbivores, bulging, hunt, carnivores, moths, howl, hover, nectar, jaguar, blend
Text 3b: adult, male, grasp, climb, silverback, charges, groom, night, communicate, female, babies, endangered

	Lesson resources
	Starlight: 2nd Class Core Reader (pp. 20–27)
Starlight: 2nd Class Skills Book (pp. 22–29)
Digital: Unit 3a Grammar activity: Question marks and exclamation marks; Unit 3b Grammar activity: Adjectives
Digital: Unit 3b Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 03. Animals of the rainforest
Below-level printable worksheet – 3a Rainforest Animals
Above-level printable worksheet – 3a Rainforest Animals
Below-level printable worksheet – 3b Gorillas
Above-level printable worksheet – 3b Gorillas

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 3: Genre video (Report)
Unit 3: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 3a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 3b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 3a: Interactive Reader; Unit 3b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 3a: Guide children in analysing the report genre by completing p. 25 of the Skills Book. On this page they will label the various sections of a report about sloths.
Unit 3b: Use the digital writing display to model writing a report about an alpaca by writing the facts listed under the correct heading in the report template. The teacher can then use p. 29 of the Skills Book to do shared report writing about a tiger with the children.

	Cross-curricular links
	Science – Living things – Plants and animals
Geography – Human environment – People and places in other areas
Music – Performing – Song singing
Visual Arts – Fabric and fibre – Creating in fabric and fibre

	Games/
Activities
	Listen to the song ‘I Wan’na Be Like You’ from The Jungle Book and sing along.
Divide the class into groups – get each group to prepare an oral fact file on the animals listed in ‘Rainforest Animals’.
Create a wordsearch using the names of all of the creatures listed.
Create a dance with movements like the creatures in the stories.
Write down as many questions as you can think of about what life is like for people living in the rainforest.
In groups or as a whole class, use felts and old bits of fabric to create a rainforest scene.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 25 and 29). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Think, Pair, Share: Children discuss the important features of report writing
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 3 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation 


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning 
outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy engaging with a report about animals

	
	LO 2
	Enjoy reading and talking about the reports as well as picking out key information for a specific purpose

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print, including capital letters. Use question marks, spaces and exclamation marks to punctuate and add intonation to reading

	
	LO 4
	Play with and recognise sounds such as syllables, rhyme, onset-rime and phonemes in spoken words

	
	LO 5
	Recognise a range of high-frequency words (e.g. their, know, about, from) 
Use a number of word identification strategies to decode and vocalise unfamiliar words, e.g. root words
Recognise and read words with the split digraph i_e

	
	LO 6
	Add to their range of vocabulary from a report about animals
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including a wide range of adjectives

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of an animal report, including title, introduction, description, habitat (home), diet, facts, photos and an ending

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand a report about animals in the rainforest
Identify the main ideas and key points in a report and summarise their importance

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a report on animals
Generate and respond to questions on a report
Identify and explain the similarities and differences between sloths and howler monkeys

	
	LO 10
	Read a report with good pace, phrasing and expression



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning 
outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating

	LO 1
	Enjoy writing a report with others on the topic of tigers

	
	LO 2
	Choose appropriate content and tools for their own writing, demonstrating an understanding of new vocabulary



	Writing outcomes (continued)

	Element
	Learning 
outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use connectives and more elaborate sentence structure when participating in shared report writing, with a particular focus on descriptive adjectives

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words and use a range of spelling strategies to spell unfamiliar words

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when participating in shared report writing

	Exploring and using
	LO 6
	Write a report with others using detailed language, elaborating on key points and expressing their own style

	
	LO 7
	Engage with the writing process to create a report


Literacy development prompts
Unit 3a: Rainforest Animals
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	20
	Genre: report
	Look at the title of this text. What type of text do you think it might be? Why?

	20
	Comprehension:
visualising
	Look at the photograph of a rainforest. Image you are there. 
What can you see and hear?

	20
	Vocabulary: synonyms
	Look at the word ‘tiny’. Can you think of other words with a similar meaning?

	21
	Comprehension:
self-questioning
	Look at the picture of the red-eyed tree frog. Do you have any questions about it? What would you like to know?

	21
	Grammar: plurals
	The word ‘frogs’ is a plural word. It means more than one frog. Can you find other plural words on this page?

	21
	Genre: report
	Look at the sentence: ‘Red-eyed tree frogs are carnivores.’ This is a fact. Reports contain lots of facts. Can you find another fact about these frogs on the page?

	21
	Grammar: exclamation marks
	Do you remember when we use exclamation marks? Can you spot any on this page?

	22
	Vocabulary development
	Look at the photograph of the howler monkeys. Can you think of three words to describe them?

	22
	Comprehension:
self-questioning/inferring
	I wonder why these animals do not live in our country. Do you have any ideas?

	22
	Comprehension:
comparing and contrasting
	Look at facts about howler monkeys and tarantulas. Can you find two differences between these animals?

	23
	Vocabulary development:
homonyms
	Look at the word ‘fly’. It has two different meanings. Can you put the word into two different sentences to show this?

	23
	Grammar: capitalisation of places
	Look at the words ‘South America’. This is a place and we write the names of places with capital letters. Other examples in this report are Central America and Africa.

	23
	Genre: report
	The photographs in a report often give us extra facts. Look at the photographs of the jaguar and the hummingbird. Can you give one fact about each animal that is not in the text?


Unit 3b: Gorillas
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	24
	Genre: report
	Animal reports always give a detailed description of the animal. What do paragraphs 2 and 3 tell us about the gorilla’s appearance?

	24
	Comprehension:
making connections/ visualising
	An adult gorilla is nearly 2 metres tall. Can you find anything in the classroom that is nearly two metres tall?

	24
	Grammar: adjectives 
	Gorillas have black hair. The word ‘black’ is an adjective or a describing word. Can you find another example of an adjective on this page? 

	25
	Comprehension:
determining importance
Genre: report
	What is the main idea of the first two lines? If you had to give these lines a heading, what would it be?

	25
	Phonics: ea
	Looks at the word ‘means’. It has two vowels ‘e’ and ‘a’ that together make a long ‘e’ sound. Can you find two more words on this page with the ‘ea’ sound? 

	25
	Comprehension:
comparing
	Gorillas live in family groups. Can you think of any other creatures that live in family groups? 

	26
	Vocabulary development/grammar
	Look at the photo of the baby gorilla. Can you think of three adjectives to describe it?

	26
	Vocabulary development:
antonyms
	Look at the words ‘friendly’, ‘new’ and ‘heavy’. Can you think of words that mean the opposite of these words?

	26
	Comprehension:
comparing/making connections
	Gorillas communicate using their faces, bodies and by making sounds. 
Do we communicate in similar or different ways to gorillas?

	27
	Phonics: ea
	Looks at the word ‘years’. It has two vowels ‘e’ and ‘a’ that together make a long ‘e’ sound. Can you find two more words on this page with the same sound?

	27
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Gorillas are endangered. Can you think of another endangered animal?

	27
	Comprehension:
inferring
	Do you think female gorillas are good mothers? Give reasons for your answer.


2nd Class Core Reader:
Unit 4 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	4
	Texts
	Text 4a: Snakes
Text 4b: Crocodiles

	Theme
	Animals
	Subtheme
	Crocodiles and snakes

	Genre
	Report
	Book band
	Purple

	Phonics focus
	Magic ‘e’ with ‘o’
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Making connections, Comparing, Determining importance, Visualising, Self-questioning, Inferring (prompts), Cause and effect (Combined Reading and Skills Book p. 30), 
Determining importance – identifying the main idea (Skills Book p. 34)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 4a: Using context clues, synonyms
Text 4b: Synonyms, Adding ‘y’ to make adjectives, Antonyms
	Grammar
	Text 4a: Full stops, question marks, exclamation marks (End punctuation review)
Text 4b: Commas, Writing lists

	Focus words
	Text 4a: basking, fascinating, remarkable, reptiles, scales, muscles, temperature, shade, oceans, python, centimetres, coil, slither, sheds, underneath, poison, prey
Text 4b: crocodiles, powerful, break, swamps, lurking, nostrils, mouth, guard, young, hibernate

	Lesson resources
	Starlight: 2nd Class Core Reader (pp. 28–35)
Starlight: 2nd Class Skills Book (pp. 30–37)
Digital: Unit 4a Grammar activity: End punctuation review; Unit 4b Grammar activity: Commas
Phonics printable worksheet – 04. Crocodiles and snakes
Below-level printable worksheet – 4a Snakes
Above-level printable worksheet – 4a Snakes
Below-level printable worksheet – 4b Crocodiles
Above-level printable worksheet – 4b Crocodiles

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 4: Genre video (Report)
Unit 4: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 4a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 4b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 4a: Interactive Reader; Unit 4b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 4a: The children work in pairs to gather information about the orca (killer whale) and complete the report planning template on p. 33 of the Skills Book.
Unit 4b: Children use the template on p. 37 of the Skills Book to write a report about an orca, using the plan they completed on p. 33 for support. 
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	Science – Living things – Plants and animals
PE – Gymnastics – Movement
PE – Games – Playground games
Visual Arts – Clay – Developing form in clay

	Games/
Activities
	Read The Enormous Crocodile by Roald Dahl.
Plan and carry out movements in gymnastics, including ‘slithering like a snake’ or ‘stomping like a crocodile’.
Play a game of ‘Please Mr Crocodile’. 
Use clay to create snakes and crocodiles. In pairs, work on creating a new creature that has just been discovered.
In groups, create a fact file for snakes and for crocodiles.
Create a word wall with all of the new vocabulary from the two reports. Use this new vocabulary to create a wordsearch.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 33 and 37). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own report using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing 
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their report to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 4 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation 
Halloween Assessment (Termly Assessment 1: Core Reader Units 1–4). See page 192. NB: The termly assessments are also available to download at FolensOnline


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning 
outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy engaging with reports about snakes and crocodiles

	
	LO 2
	Enjoy sharing experiences with the reports and use key points from the reports for specific purposes

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use question marks and exclamation marks to add intonation to reading
Begin to use commas to add intonation when reading

	
	LO 4
	Identify adjectives with a ‘y’ added to the root word in their reading of a report on snakes and crocodiles

	
	LO 5
	Recognise a range of high-frequency words and continue to add to that range
Use a range of word identification strategies flexibly and confidently to identify words
Recognise and read words with the split digraph o_e

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from the reports
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including prefixes, suffixes, homonyms and root words
Pay particular attention to the functions of punctuation, especially full stops, exclamation marks, question marks and commas in a list

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a report 

	
	LO 8 

	Read and understand a report about snakes and crocodiles
Identify the main ideas and key points in a report and determine their importance

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a report on snakes and crocodiles
Generate and respond to questions on a report
Understand the cause and effect relationship between sentences about snakes (Skills Book p. 30)

	
	LO 10
	Read the reports with good pace, phrasing and expression



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning 
outcome
	The child should be able to…

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy planning a report for others on the topic of an orca whale with a partner

	
	LO 2
	Choose the content on which to write a report about an orca whale for sharing with their peers
Carry out their own research in preparation to write a report about an orca whale

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use a more sophisticated range of punctuation to create a more elaborate sentence structure

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words
Use vocabulary taken from the texts to add to their own report

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a report

	Exploring and using
	LO 6
	Elaborate on details and develop ideas further using appropriate language while exploring their own style

	
	LO 7
	Collaboratively plan and gather information to write a report

	
	LO 8
	Discuss their key points for their report with their peers and elaborate on any questions that readers of their report might have


Literacy development prompts
Unit 4a: Snakes
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	28
	Comprehension:
making connections
	A snake is a reptile. Can you name any other reptiles?

	28
	Vocabulary development
	Look at the word ‘remarkable’. What does it mean? Why does the author describe snakes as remarkable reptiles?

	28
	Grammar: punctuation
	Look at this mark [?]. It is a question mark. It is placed at the end of a questioning sentence. Can you find two other punctuation marks at the end of sentences on this page?

	29
	Comprehension: comparing and contrasting
	Look at the photographs of the two snakes. How are they alike? How are they different?

	29
	Genre: reports
	The first paragraph tells us where to find snakes. Reports always tell us about the animal’s natural habitat.

	29
	Phonological awareness:
syllables
	The word ‘animals’ has three syllables: ‘an-i-mals’.
Can you find other words with three syllables on this page? Can you find a word with four syllables?

	30
	Comprehension:
determining importance
	What is the main idea of the first paragraph on this page? If you had to give it another heading, what would it be?

	30
	Comprehension:
visualising
	Making pictures in your head can help you to understand a text better. Picture the world’s smallest snake curled up on a 5 cent coin.

	30
	Vocabulary development
	Look at the photograph of an anaconda. Can you think of three words to describe it?

	31
	Vocabulary development: adding the suffix ‘ous’
	Look at the word ‘poisonous’. The root word is ‘poison’. When we add the ending ‘ous’ to a word, it means full of something. So poisonous means ‘full of poison’. What do the words ‘joyous’ and ‘nervous’ mean?

	31
	Vocabulary: homonyms
	Look at the word ‘prey’. It means an animal that is hunted for food. There is another word that sounds the same but is spelled differently. ‘Pray’ means to talk to God.

	31
	Comprehension:
self-questioning/inferring
	The author says that snakes are important for our world. I wonder what would happen if snakes became extinct?


Unit 4b: Crocodiles
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	32
	Genre: report
	What kind of text do you think this is? Why do you think that?

	32
	Vocabulary: adding the suffix ‘ful’
	The word ‘powerful’ is made up of the root word ‘power’ and the ending ‘ful’. It means ‘full of power’. What is the meaning of the words ‘helpful’ and ‘cheerful’?

	32
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Have you ever seen a crocodile or read a story about one?

	33
	Comprehension:
self-questioning
	Why do you think you can only see a crocodile’s nostrils, ears and eyes when they are resting in the water?

	33
	Grammar: commas
	This mark [,] is called a comma. It is used when writing a list of things or breaking up sentences. Can you find other examples of a comma on this page?

	33
	Phonological awareness:
syllables
	The word ‘crocodile’ has three syllables: ‘cro-co-dile’.
Can you find other words with three syllables on this page? Can you find any words with four syllables?

	34
	Comprehension:
making connections
	A mother crocodile carries her babies in her mouth. Can you think of any other animal that does this?

	34
	Vocabulary development:
antonyms
	‘Female’ is the opposite of ‘male’. What are the opposites of the words ‘mother’, ‘cool’, ‘carnivore’ and ‘bumpy’?

	34
	Comprehension:
determining importance
	What is the main idea of this page? If you had to give this page a heading, what would it be?

	35
	Vocabulary development
	Look at the picture of the newborn crocodiles. Can you think of adjectives to describe them?

	35
	Comprehension:
visualising/making connections
	A saltwater crocodile can grow up to 6 metres long. That is as long as three tall men put together. Can you think of anything that is 6 metres long?

	35
	Phonics: long ‘oo’
	The word ‘food’ has two vowels that makes a ghostly sound. Can you find another word with the ‘oo’ sound in this report?


2nd Class Core Reader:
Unit 5 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	5
	Texts
	Text 5a: The Boy Who Cried Wolf
Text 5b: The Farmer and His Sons

	Theme
	Work
	Subtheme
	People at work

	Genre
	Narrative
	Book band
	Purple

	Phonics focus
	Magic ‘e’ with ‘u’
Magic ‘e’ with ‘e’
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Self-questioning, Inferring, Predicting, Making connections, Summarising (prompts),
Determining importance – identifying the central message of the text (Skills Book p. 38), Sequencing events (Skills Book p. 42)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 5a: Synonyms, Antonyms
Text 5b: Use of context clues, Compound words
	Grammar
	Text 5a: Verbs
Text 5b: Verbs – past tense

	Focus words
	Text 5a: company, amused, grumbled, behaved, wrong, frightened, wondered, sobbed, scattered, truth, learned, believe
Text 5b: worried, future, thought, secret, treasure, searching, neighbours, realised, produced, harvest, value, reward

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 2nd Class Core Reader (pp. 36–43)
Starlight : 2nd Class Skills Book (pp. 38–45)
Digital: Unit 5a Grammar activity: Verbs; Unit 5b Grammar activity: Verbs in the past tense (adding ‘ed’ or ‘d’)
Digital: Unit 5b: Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 05. People at work 
Below-level printable worksheet – 5a The Boy Who Cried Wolf
Above-level printable worksheet – 5a The Boy Who Cried Wolf
Below-level printable worksheet – 5b The Farmer and His Sons
Above-level printable worksheet – 5b The Farmer and His Sons

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 5: Genre video (Narrative)
Unit 5: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 5a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 5b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 5a: Interactive Reader; Unit 5b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 5a: Guide children in analysing the narrative genre by completing p. 41 of the Skills Book based on the Unit 5a story ‘The Boy Who Cried Wolf’.
Unit 5b: Use the digital writing display to model writing a narrative about The Three Billy Goats Gruff using the stimulus images and writing template. The teacher can then use p. 45 of the Skills Book to do shared narrative writing about Little Red Riding Hood.

	Cross-curricular links
	SPHE – Myself and others – Relating to others
Music – Listening and responding
Music – Composing
Science – Living things – Plants and animals
Maths – Number

	Games/
Activities
	Create a word web using the new vocabulary from the two stories.
Listen to the story of Peter and the Wolf and the ‘Peter and the Wolf March’ by Prokofiev.
Compose a piece of music to match the story of ‘The Farmer and His Sons’, using body percussion and other simple instruments.
Plant some seeds in small pots and watch them grow over a number of weeks. Discuss what the plants need to survive and grow best.
Create some word problems for adding and subtracting involving Peter and his sheep and the farmer’s sons and their crops.
Make a list of people who work in the community to help others.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 41 and 45). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Think, Pair, Share: Children discuss the important features of narrative writing
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 5 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation 
Sequencing activity (Skills Book p. 42)


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy engaging with narrative stories about people at work
Enjoy identifying and summarising the main messages in texts

	
	LO 2
	Enjoy sharing experiences with the stories and use key points for specific purposes

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print and sentence structure with a particular focus on verbs in two tenses

	
	LO 5
	Recognise a range of high-frequency words
Recognise and read words with the split digraphs u_e and e_e
Identify and recognise a range of compound words

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from the narrative
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including prefixes, suffixes, compound words and root words

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a narrative story and use this knowledge to justify genre preferences

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand narrative stories about people at work
Identify and explain what lesson can be learned from the stories, i.e. the moral of the story
Identify the main ideas and key points in a narrative and determine their place in the sequence of the story

	
	LO 9
	Retell the story to a partner, summarising the main points
Make connections with stories they have heard in the past or stories from their own lives
Generate and respond to questions on the narratives

	
	LO 10
	Read the stories with good pace, phrasing, decoding and expression



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy writing a story with and for others about Little Red Riding Hood

	
	LO 2
	Analyse the two stories ‘The Boy Who Cried Wolf’ and ‘The Farmer and His Sons’ to pick out key features of a narrative such as plot, characters, setting and sequence of events
Apply these features to their modelled and shared writing of the Three Billy Goats Gruff and/or Little Red Riding Hood

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use a more sophisticated sentence structure with connectives and a wide range of verbs in their story

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words
Use compound words in their writing of the story about Little Red Riding Hood

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a story

	
	LO 6
	Elaborate on details and develop ideas further, using appropriate language while exploring their own style

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Engage with the writing process to create a story, whether writing collaboratively or independently

	
	LO 8
	Discuss their own story and the stories that other children have written


Literacy development prompts
Unit 5a: The Boy Who Cried Wolf
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	36
	Genre: narrative
	This text is a narrative. The setting at the start of a narrative tells us when and where the story takes place. Where is the setting for ‘The Boy Who Cried Wolf’?

	36
	Comprehension:
self-questioning
	Look closely at the illustration. What questions come to mind?

	36
	Comprehension:
inferring
	Peter found it boring on the hillside with only the sheep for company. This means that there was nobody else around to talk to. Can you think of any words to describe how he was feeling?

	37
	Comprehension:
inferring
	Examine the illustration closely. How do you think the villagers feel? 

	37
	Vocabulary development: antonyms
	Look at the words ‘up’, ‘top’ and ‘back’. Can you think of words that mean the opposites of these words?

	37
	Comprehension:
prediction
	What do you think will happen when the villagers hear Peter cry ‘Wolf! Wolf!’ again?

	38
	Grammar:
verbs
	The words ‘saw’ and ‘jumped’ are both verbs. Verbs are doing words. Can you find any other doing words on this page?

	38
	Vocabulary development:
collective nouns
	The author tells us that a group of sheep is called a flock. Do you know what a group of cows is called? 

	38
	Phonological awareness:
syllables
	Look at the word ‘villagers’. How many syllables are in this word?

	39
	Comprehension:
inferring
	What lesson did the boy learn in the story?

	39
	Comprehension:
making connections
	How can this lesson help you in your real life?

	39
	Comprehension:
summarising
	Can you retell this story to your partner, using your own words?


Unit 5b: The Farmer and His Sons
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	40
	Genre: narrative
	Look at the title and pictures. What type of text is this? Give reasons for your answer. 

	40
	Genre: narrative
	A narrative text always has characters. This story is about a farmer and his three sons. These are the four main characters in the story. 

	40
	Phonics: words ending in ‘y’
	The word ‘lazy’ ends in a ‘y’ that makes a long /ee/ sound. Can you find another word with the same ending?

	41
	Grammar: contractions
	Look at the word ‘I’ve’. The words ‘I’ and ‘have’ have been joined together. Some letters have been left out and an apostrophe has replaced them. This is called a contraction. Can you find any other contractions on this page? 

	41
	Comprehension: making connections 
	The boys were curious about their father’s secret. Have you ever been curious about something?

	41
	Comprehension: prediction
	What will happen next in the story? Do you think the boys will keep the promise they made to their father?

	42
	Vocabulary development
	Look at the picture. Can you think of any words to describe this scene?

	42
	Grammar: past tense
	Narrative texts are usually set in the past tense. The verb ‘started’ is in the past tense. Can you find other verbs in the past tense? 

	42
	Comprehension: 
making connections
	Have you ever felt angry or fooled? Talk to your partner about this.

	43
	Vocabulary: synonyms
	‘rich’ has the same meaning as ‘wealthy’. Can you think of any words with a similar meaning to ‘clever’, ‘reward’ and ‘finally’? 

	43
	Comprehension: 
self-questioning/inferring
	Do you think the sons were pleased with their father’s treasure? Have their feelings changed by the end of the story? 

	43
	Comprehension: making connections 
	Does this story remind you of any other story? Share your thoughts with your class.


2nd Class Core Reader:
Unit 6 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	6
	Texts
	Text 6a: Elephant Rescue
Text 6b: Stunt Performer

	Theme
	Work
	Subtheme
	Unusual jobs

	Genre
	Narrative
	Book band
	Purple

	Phonics focus
	The digraph ‘sh’
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Making predictions, Making connections, Inferring, Summarising, Visualising (prompts),
Analysing the character and setting (Skills Book p. 46), Visualising (Skills Book p. 50)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 6a: Synonyms, Homonyms, Collective nouns
Text 6b: Synonyms, Match the meaning, Adding -ly to make adverbs
	Grammar
	Text 6a: Speech marks
Text 6b: Homonyms – two/too/to and there/their

	Focus words
	Text 6a: uniform, beautiful, rescue, briefed, rangers, centre, knew, herd, pacing, trumpeting, winched, harness, examined
Text 6b: cinema, rehearsed, safely, instructors, narrow, character, confident, director, stunt, hire

	Lesson resources
	Starlight: 2nd Class Core Reader (pp. 44–51)
Starlight: 2nd Class Skills Book (pp. 46–53)
Digital: Unit 6a Grammar activity: Speech marks; Unit 6b Grammar activity: Using ‘to’, ‘two’ or ‘too’ and ‘there’ or ‘their’
Phonics printable worksheet – 06. Unusual jobs 
Below-level printable worksheet – 6a Elephant Rescue
Above-level printable worksheet – 6a Elephant Rescue
Below-level printable worksheet – 6b Stunt Performer
Above-level printable worksheet – 6b Stunt Performer

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 6: Genre video (Narrative)
Unit 6: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 6a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 6b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 6a: Interactive Reader; Unit 6b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 6a: Children use the template on p. 49 of the Skills Book to assist them in planning their own fairy tale. 
Unit 6b: Children use the template on p. 53 of the Skills Book to write their own fairy tale, using the plan they completed on p. 49 for support. 
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	PE – Gymnastics
Science – Living things – Plants and animals
SPHE – Myself and the wider world – Developing citizenship
Visual Arts – Drawing – Making drawings
Science – Design and make
Drama – Drama to explore feelings, knowledge and ideas leading to understanding – Exploring and making drama

	Games/
Activities
	In pairs or groups, design and build a helicopter that could be used for either performing stunts or rescuing animals.
Plan and write a report about elephants in Kenya.
Write a diary entry for a day in the life of a professional stuntman/stuntwoman.
Perform a gymnastics routine that includes two movements and two balances. Teach the routine to a partner.
Sketch your favourite scenes from the two stories.
Create a class drama of a fairy tale of your choice.
Make a list or a collage of exciting jobs that people do – what would you like to be when you grow up?
Draw a picture of yourself in your chosen career.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 49 and 53). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own fairy tale using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their fairy tale to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 6 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation 


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy engaging with narrative stories about unusual jobs, sharing their own opinions and interpretations through discussion and illustration

	
	LO 2
	Enjoy sharing experiences with the stories and use key points for specific purposes

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Understand conventions of print to aid understanding of the text
Use punctuation marks to add intonation to reading

	
	LO 4
	Play with and recognise sounds such as syllables, rhyme, onset-rime and phonemes in spoken words

	
	LO 5
	Identify a range of high-frequency words (e.g. very, too, from, about) 
Identify adverbs and homonyms during the course of their reading, as well as being aware of some commonly confused words
Recognise and sound the digraph ‘sh’ at the beginning, in the middle and at the end of words

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from the stories
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in the text, including prefixes, suffixes, homonyms, collective nouns and root words



	Reading outcomes (continued)

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a narrative

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand stories about unusual jobs
Identify the main ideas and key points in a story and put them in sequence

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a story about unusual jobs
Generate and respond to questions on the stories
Make predictions about the characters and plot, based on context clues in the text and illustrations
Cite specific textual evidence to demonstrate their understanding of the features of the narrative genre

	
	LO 10
	Read the two stories with good pace, phrasing and expression



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy planning a fairy tale independently

	
	LO 2
	Choose the topic and content of their own writing for sharing with others

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use their knowledge of adverbs and speech marks to create a more sophisticated sentence structure for their writing

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words, as well as new words from the text
Identify commonly confused words (e.g. homonyms) and use the correct word in their own writing

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a narrative

	
	LO 6
	Elaborate on details in their fairy tale and develop ideas further, using appropriate language while exploring their own style

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Independently plan and gather information to write a narrative about a fairy tale of their choice
Engage with the writing process to create an interesting narrative

	
	LO 8
	Discuss their own fairy tale and the fairy tales that other children have written, providing feedback on their own intentions


Literacy development prompts
Unit 6a: Elephant Rescue
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	44
	Genre: narrative
Comprehension:
making predictions
	This text is a narrative. A narrative tells the reader a story. Its purpose is to entertain the reader. Can you predict what might happen in this story?

	44
	Comprehension:
making predictions
	What do you think Jake’s job might be? 

	44
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Look at the word ‘briefed’. It is a difficult word. Skip on and read the rest of the sentence. What word would make sense here?

	45
	Phonological awareness:
syllables 
	The word ‘situation’ has four syllables. Can you find another word on this page with four syllables?

	45
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Have you ever been in a tricky situation? 

	45
	Genre features: narrative
	Every good story has a beginning, middle and end. It usually has a problem that is solved too. What is the problem in this story? 

	46
	Vocabulary development: 
homonyms
	Look at the word ‘knew’. It means ‘to know something’ in the past tense. Can you think of another word that sounds the same but has a different spelling and meaning?

	46
	Vocabulary development:
collective nouns
	The author tells us that a group of elephants is called a herd. Do you know what other group of animals can be called a herd?

	46
	Grammar:
to, two, too
	‘The two men knew exactly where to go.’ In this case, the word ‘two’ means the number two. Can you find any other words on this page that sound the same but have a different spelling and meaning?

	47
	Vocabulary development:
prefix ‘un’
	Look at the word ‘unhurt’. It is made up of the prefix ‘un’ and the word ‘hurt’. The prefix ‘un’ means ‘not’. Therefore, the word ‘unhurt’ means ‘not hurt’. Can you think of another word with the prefix ‘un’?

	47
	Comprehension:
inferring
	How did the baby elephant’s mother feel when she got to see her son again? How do you know this? 

	47
	Comprehension:
summarising
	Could you retell this story to your partner in your own words?


Unit 6b: Stunt Performer
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	48
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Have you ever been to the cinema? What kind of movies do you enjoy?

	48
	Grammar:
adverbs
	Look at the word ‘carefully’. It is an adverb. An adverb describes the verb or doing word. They usually end in ‘ly’. Can you find another adverb on this page? 

	48
	Genre: narrative
	What kind of a text do you think this is? Why do you think so?

	49
	Comprehension:
making connections
	Alex went to college. Would you like to go to college? What would you like to learn to do in college?

	49
	Genre: 
features
	Remember, a narrative has characters – these can be people or animals. Who do you think is the main character in this story?

	49
	Grammar:
plurals
	Look at the word ‘instructors’. It is the plural for ‘instructor’. It means more than one instructor. Can you see any other plurals on this page?

	50
	Comprehension:
making predictions
	Look at the illustration. What is Alex about to do? 

	50
	Comprehension:
visualising
	Imagine you are Alex jumping out of the plane. How would you feel? Close your eyes and picture the scene in your head. 

	50
	Vocabulary development:
synonyms
	Look at the word ‘confident’. Can you think of another word you could use here?

	51
	Grammar:
a and an
	The author describes this as ‘an exciting job’. Why does he use the word ‘an’ instead of the word ‘a’? 

	51
	Comprehension:
inferring
	Did Alex get paid well? What clues can you find to help you figure this out?

	51
	Comprehension:
inferring
	What traits does the character Alex have? Look for clues in the story to back up your opinions.


2nd Class Core Reader:
Unit 7 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	7
	Texts
	Text 7a: How to Make a Snowman Paper Chain
Text 7b: How to Make Polar Bear Peppermint Creams

	Theme
	Special occasions
	Subtheme
	Christmas

	Genre
	Procedure
	Book band
	Gold

	Phonics focus
	The digraph ‘ch’
	Comprehension skills/strategies
	Making connections, Inferring, Clarifying, Making predictions, Visualising (prompts),
Sequencing (Skills Book p. 54)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 7a: Using of context clues, Synonyms, Categorising 
Text 7b: Choose the correct meaning, Synonyms, Adding ‘ing’ to verbs
	Grammar
	Text 7a: Plurals (1)
Text 7b: Plurals (2)

	Focus words
	Text 7a: materials, scissors, method, position, half, extend, edges, chain, arranged
Text 7b: peppermint essence, equipment, medium, whisk, gradually, dough, mixture, snouts, overnight

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 2nd Class Core Reader (pp. 52–59)
Starlight : 2nd Class Skills Book (pp. 54–61)
Digital: Unit 7a Grammar activity: Plurals; Unit 7b Grammar activity: Plurals 
Digital: Unit 7a Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 07. Christmas 
Below-level printable worksheet – 7a How to Make a Snowman Paper Chain 
Above-level printable worksheet – 7a How to Make a Snowman Paper Chain
Below-level printable worksheet – 7b How to Make Polar Bear Peppermint Creams
Above-level printable worksheet – 7b How to Make Polar Bear Peppermint Creams

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 7: Genre video (Procedure)
Unit 7: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 7a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 7b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 7a: Interactive Reader; Unit 7b: Interactive reader

	Writing
	Unit 7a: Use the digital writing display to label the items needed to wrap a Christmas present. The teacher and the children can then work together to suggest command verbs to accompany each item used in the table at the bottom of the writing display.
The children can then use the template on p. 57 of the Skills Book to assist them in planning their own procedure for how to wrap a Christmas present. This template includes illustrations as well as some key command verbs and time connectives for support. 
Unit 7b: Children use the template on p. 61 of the Skills Book to write a procedure for how to wrap a Christmas present, using the plan they completed on p. 57 for support. 
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	Visual Arts – Painting and colour 
SPHE – Myself – Taking care of my body
Maths – Measures – Weight
History – Continuity and change
PE – Dance

	Games/
Activities
	Use the same procedure to create a different paper chain.
In groups, make the Polar Bear Peppermint Creams.
Create a wordsearch using the Christmas vocabulary list.
Write out instructions from Santa Claus to his elves for how to load his sleigh (safely).
Talk about Christmas traditions, in the children’s own families and in other places.
Create a Christmas dance in pairs and call out the instructions for the rest of the class.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 57 and 61). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own procedural writing using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing 
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their procedural piece to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 7 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation 
Sequencing activity (Skills Book p. 54)


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy engaging with procedural writing about Christmas activities, including using the illustrations to make predictions and evaluating their importance/value to the reader

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use conventions of print and conventions of procedural writing to aid understanding of the text

	
	LO 5
	Recognise a range of high-frequency words (e.g. add, ask, use, mix, etc.) 
Recognise a range of words with letter patterns where ‘s’ or ‘es’ are added to make plurals or when ‘y’ is changes to ‘ies’
Recognise multisyllabic words and use word identification strategies to sound out each word, e.g. peppermint, medium, gradually, fingertips
Recognise and sound the digraph ‘ch’ at the beginning, in the middle and at the end of words

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from the procedural writing texts about Christmas activities
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including prefixes, suffixes, synonyms and compound words

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a procedural writing piece

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]LO 8 
	Read and follow the instructions in a procedural writing text
Identify the main ideas and key points in a procedural writing piece and order them in sequence

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with a procedural writing text about Christmas activities
Generate and respond to questions on the procedural writing text

	
	LO 10
	Read the text with good pace, phrasing and expression, pausing in the correct areas for punctuation and/or clarification 



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy planning and writing a procedural writing piece for others on ‘How to Wrap a Christmas Present’

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use more sophisticated syntax and conventions of print to give more explicit and detailed instructions in their procedural writing

	
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words as well as new words taken from the text
Use a range of command verbs when writing their own piece of procedural writing

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a procedural text

	
	LO 6
	Elaborate on details in their writing and develop ideas further, using appropriate language while exploring their own style

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Independently plan and gather information to write a procedural writing piece

	
	LO 8
	Explain the intent of their own writing and discuss the work of their peers to establish the meaning of each instruction


Literacy development prompts
Unit 7a: How to Make a Snowman Paper Chain 
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	52
	Genre: procedure
	Look at the title of this text. What type of text do you think this is? 

	52
	Genre: procedure
	Look at the list of materials needed to make the paper chain. Procedures always list the ingredients or materials needed to complete the recipe or task.

	52
	Comprehension: making connections
	Have you ever followed a procedure or recipe to make something? 

	53
	Genre: method 
	Procedures always have a method or steps that you follow. Why do you think it is important to follow the method in the correct order? 

	53
	Grammar: verbs
	Look at the word ‘position’. It is a verb. Remember, a verb is an action or doing word. Each step in a procedure contains a verb telling you what to do. What other verbs can you see?

	53
	Comprehension: inferring
	Illustrations are very important when writing a procedure. Why do you think this is?

	54
	Vocabulary development
	The word ‘arranged’ is a difficult word. When you are confused about the meaning of a word, you should skip it and read the rest of the sentence. Then stop and think. Ask yourself – what word would make sense here? 

	54
	Grammar: plurals
	The word ‘scarves’ is a plural word. Do you know what word we would use if there was only one?

	55
	Grammar: a and an
	Sometimes the author uses ‘a’ before a noun and other times he or she uses ‘an’. Can you find an example of each in this procedure and explain why it is used?

	55
	Genre: procedure
	Science experiments and recipes are another two examples of procedures. Can you think of any others?



Unit 7b: How to Make Polar Bear Peppermint Creams
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	56
	Genre: procedure
	What type of text is this? Give reasons for your answer. 

	56
	Vocabulary development
	Look at the list of ingredients needed to make the peppermint creams. You need peppermint essence. This is used to give the peppermint creams their minty flavour. It is very strong so you only need a small amount!

	56
	Comprehension: clarifying
	You need 250g of icing sugar. What does the ‘g’ stand for? Yes, it stands for ‘grams’. So you need 250 grams of icing sugar for the recipe. 

	57
	Genre: procedure
Comprehension: making predictions
	Procedures always list the equipment needed. Can you predict what you’re going to do with each item on this list? 

	57
	Comprehension: making connections 
	Look at the picture? Does this remind you of anything? Have you ever baked at home? 

	57
	Phonological awareness
	Look at the word ‘tray’. Can you think of three words that rhyme with tray?

	58
	Genre: procedure
	Look at the method. The steps are numbered and in the correct order. This always happens in a procedure. Can you think of a different heading for this page?

	58
	Grammar: verbs
	Procedures use lots of bossy verbs. Can you find the verbs in each instruction?

	58
	Grammar: compound words
	The word ‘peppermint’ is a compound word. The words ‘pepper’ and ‘mint’ have been put together to make a new word. Can you find another compound word in this text?

	59
	Grammar: plurals 
	The word ‘balls’ is a plural word. Can you find other plurals on this page?

	59
	Comprehension: visualising
	Polar bears have snouts. Close your eyes for a moment. Can you picture any other animals with snouts?

	59
	Genre: procedure
	Look at the pictures beside the instructions. Do you think the pictures make it easier to understand how to make the peppermint creams?


2nd Class Core Reader:
Unit 8 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
	Unit
	8
	Texts
	Text 8a: ‘Happy Birthday to You!’
Text 8b: ‘My Baby Brother’s Birthday’ / 
‘Waiting’

	Theme
	Special occasions
	Subtheme
	Birthdays

	Genre
	Poetry
	Book band
	Gold

	Phonics focus
	The digraph ‘th’
	Comprehension 
skills/strategies
	Making connections, Determining importance, Self-questioning, Inferring, Visualising, Comparing (prompts),
Summarising key message (Skills Book p. 62), Comparing and contrasting (Skills Book p. 66)

	Vocabulary strategy
	Text 8a: Match the meaning, Compound words, Rhyming words
Text 8b: Synonyms
	Grammar
	Text 8a: Contractions
Text 8b: Revision – verbs, speech marks, plurals

	Focus words
	Text 8a: birthdays, toad, doorknob, clam, sour, gooseberry
Text 8b: affair, frosting, splattered, pounded, simply, shines, today, numb

	Lesson resources
	Starlight : 2nd Class Core Reader (pp. 60–63)
Starlight : 2nd Class Skills Book (pp. 62–69)
Digital: Unit 8a Grammar activity: Contractions; Unit 8b Grammar activity: Grammar revision
Digital: Unit 8a: Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 08. Birthdays
Below-level printable worksheet – 8a Special occasion poems (1)
Above-level printable worksheet – 8a Special occasion poems (1)
Below-level printable worksheet – 8a Special occasion poems (2)
Above-level printable worksheet – 8a Special occasion poems (2)

	*Interactive Reader lesson resources
	Unit 8: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 8a: Vocabulary flashcards; Unit 8b: Vocabulary flashcards
Unit 8a: Interactive Reader; Unit 8b: Interactive Reader

	Writing
	Unit 8a: Display and discuss the features of an acrostic poem, using the examples about cats and dogs on the Unit 8a digital writing display. Use the template at the bottom of the display to model writing an acrostic poem about winter. Then use the template on p. 65 of the Skills Book to complete shared writing of an acrostic poem about a party. 
Unit 8b: Children use the template on p. 69 of the Skills Book to plan and write their own acrostic poem about cake. Children could then write another acrostic poem on their own choice of topic in their copybooks.
There is a traffic-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their independent writing.

	Cross-curricular links
	Gaeilge – Ocáidí speisialta
SPHE – Myself – Self-identity
History – Myself and my family – Myself
Visual Arts – Painting and colour – Painting

	Games/
Activities
	Paint a picture of the birthday train from the second poem in Unit 8b.
Hang a timeline in the class with everybody’s birthday marked on it.
Paint a self-portrait – include some of the things that you like to do.
Make a personal profile of yourself.
Find your place on a timeline of your family.
Get the class to put themselves into the order that their birthdays come in the year – they are not allowed to speak while doing so!
Éist leis an scéal Lá Breithe Chití! le Valerie Thomas agus Korky Paul. Máirtín Ó Cléirigh a d’aistrigh.

	Differentiation
	Levelled readers
	Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers organised by theme and genre.

	
	Writing
	All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 65 and 69). Writing is differentiated by outcome.

	
	Printable worksheets
	Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

	Assessment
	Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own acrostic poetry using smiley faces
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their acrostic poem to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 8 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation 
Read aloud performance
Christmas Assessment (Termly Assessment 2: Core Reader Units 5–8). See page 196. NB: The termly assessments are also available to download at FolensOnline


* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
	Reading outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy engaging with poems about birthdays
Interpret and summarise the main message in the poem ‘Happy Birthday to Me!’.

	
	LO 2
	Enjoy sharing experiences with the poems

	Understanding
	LO 3
	Use conventions of print to help to understand the text and also to allow for the correct phrasing of the poem

	
	LO 4
	Play with and recognise rhyming sounds and discuss their importance to the flow of the poems

	
	LO 5
	Recognise a range of high-frequency words, including contractions (e.g. can’t, isn’t, won’t, wasn’t, etc.)
Recognise and sound the digraph ‘th’ at the beginning, in the middle and at the end of words

	
	LO 6
	Acquire new vocabulary from the two poems
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including compound words and rhyming words

	Exploring and using
	LO 7
	Read and identify the features of a poem such as rhyme, pace, structure, etc. 

	
	LO 8 
	Read and understand the two poems about birthdays
Identify the main ideas and key points in the poems and determine their importance

	
	LO 9
	Make connections with these poems and other poems or occasions in their own lives
Generate and respond to questions on the two poems, including summarising the key message
Use a range of comprehension strategies to engage with the poems

	
	LO 10
	Read a poem with good pace, phrasing and expression



	Writing outcomes

	Element
	Learning outcome
	The child should be able to...

	Communicating
	LO 1
	Enjoy planning an acrostic poem for and with others

	
	LO 2
	Choose appropriate content and topics for writing their own acrostic poem for sharing with others

	Understanding
	LO 4
	Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words
Use a range of editing tools to self-correct their own acrostic poem

	
	LO 5
	Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing their acrostic poem
Use vocabulary and high-frequency words from the text in writing their own acrostic poem

	Exploring and using
	LO 6
	Elaborate on details in their poem and develop ideas further, using appropriate language while exploring their own style

	
	LO 7
	Independently plan and gather information to write an acrostic poem
Engage with the writing process to create an acrostic poem

	
	LO 8
	Share their acrostic poem orally with a group/whole class, reading it the way they intended it to be read
Discuss the various imagery used in the acrostic poem and why they chose these words


Literacy development prompts
Unit 8a: ‘Happy Birthday to You!’
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	60
	Comprehension:
making connections
	The title of this poem is ‘Happy Birthday to You!’. When is your birthday? Turn to your partner and tell them.

	60
	Genre: poetry
	What kind of a text do you think this is? Why do you think this? 

	60
	Phonological awareness:
rhyming words
	Look at the word ‘potatoes’. Can you find a word that rhymes with it? Can you find any other pairs of rhyming words?

	60
	Grammar:
question marks
	Look at this sign [?]. It is a question mark. It is used when you are asking a question.

	61
	Comprehension:
determining importance
	The poet must want us to pay close attention to the words ‘ARE YOU’. They are written in capital letters. Why do you think this is?

	61
	Grammar:
contractions
	Remember, a contraction is when two words are joined together to make them shorter. Some letters are left out. The missing letters are replaced with an apostrophe. ‘Wasn’t’ is short for ‘was not’. Do you know what ‘isn’t’ and ‘doesn’t’ are short for?

	61
	Comprehension:
self-questioning
	‘I am what I am! That’s a great thing to be!’
What is great about you?

	61
	Comprehension:
inferring 
	Is there a message in this poem? What do you think it is?


Unit 8b: ‘My Baby Brother’s Birthday’
	Page
	Type
	Prompt

	62
	Vocabulary development
	Can you think of other words to replace the word ‘fabulous’?

	62
	Comprehension: visualising 
	Read the list of things that the author’s baby brother did at the party. Can you picture the scene? Would you enjoy a party like this?

	62
	Comprehension: making connections/comparing
	Think of the last birthday party you had. How was the party in the poem different or similar to yours? Discuss this with a partner.

	62
	Phonological awareness
	The word ‘affair’ rhymes with ‘hair’. Can you find other rhyming pairs in the poem?

	63
	Comprehension: making connections
	The title of this poem is ‘Waiting’. Have you ever waited a long time for something? 

	63
	Vocabulary development
	Look at the words on the second line ‘but I bet it’s neat’. What do you think the poet means? Can you think of other words to replace the word ‘neat’ here? 

	63
	Comprehension: inferring
	Do you think the child is looking forward to his or her birthday? Give reasons for your answer. 

	64
	Comprehension: inferring
	Would it be true to say the poet Robert Pottle has a wonderful imagination? Why do you think this?
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